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PREFACE. 


VV  HEN  the  firfl  volume  was  printed, 
I  had  not  feen  the  '  Political  Annals*  of  the 
American  Colonies,  piibliflied  in  1780,  by- 
George  Chalmers,  Efq.  This  gentleman, 
being  in  England,  was  favored  with  fome  ad- 
vantages, of  which  I  was  deftitute  ;  having 
accefs  to  the  books  and  papers  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  from  the  firfl  eftab- 
liihment  of  that  Board-  Pie  feems  to  pofTefs 
the  diligence  and  patience  which  are  neceffa- 
ry  in  a  hiflorian  ;  but  either  through  inad- 
vertence or  want  of  candor,  has  made  fome 
mifreprefentations  refpecling  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  on  which  I  fliall  take  the  liberty  to 
remark. 

'  ^  In  page  491,  fpeaking  of  the  firfl  Council, 
ofw^hich  PrefidentCuTTS  was  at  the  head, 
he  fays,  *  they  refufed  to  take  the  accuflomed 

*  oaths,  as  the  Englilh  law   required,  becaufe 

*  liberty  of  confcience  was  allowed  them.' 
In  the  firfl  volume  of  my  hiflory,  page  144, 
I  have  faid, '  they  publifhed  the  commifTion 

*  and  took  the  oaths  ;'  for  which  I  cited  the 
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Council  records  ;  and  on  recurring  to  them, 
I  find  the  following  entry,  in  the  hand  writ- 
ing of  Elias  Stileman,  Secretary. 

*  January  21, 1679—80. 
*  His  Majefty's  CommifTioners,  nomynated 

*  in  faid  commiflion,   tooke    their  refpe(5live 

*  oathes,  as  menconed  in  faid  commiflion.' 

That  the  oaths  were  really  taken,  is  a  fadl 
beyond  alldifpute  ;  but  if  there  is  any  ground 
for  what  Mr.  Chalmers  is  pleafed  to  call  a  re- 
fufal,  it  muflhave  been  refpedling  the  form 
of  fwearing  ;  which  was  ufually  done  here 
by  lifting  the  hand,  and  not  by  laying  it  on 
the  bible,  as  was  the  form  in  England.  Was 
it  a  forced  conflrudion  of  the  claufe  refpedl- 
ing  liberty  of  confcience,  to  fuppofe,  that  this 
indulgence  was  granted  to  them  ?  What  other 
ufe  could  they  have  made  of  this  liberty,  than 
to  a(5l  according  to  the  dictates  of  their  con- 
fciences  ?  Is  it  then  confiftent  with  candor, 
to  publilh  an  allertion,  fo  worded  as  to  admit 
the  idea,  that  thefe  gentlemen  refufcd  to  obey 
an  eiTential  part  of  the  duty  prefcribed  by 
the  commiflion,  wiiich  they  undertook  to  ex- 
ecute ?  Or  is  it  conflflient  with  the  charadler 
which  he  gives  of  the  Prelident,  Cutts,  p. 
492,  that  '  he  was  allowed  to  have  been  an 
'  honefl:  man  and  a  loyal  fubjedl  ?'  The  com- 
miflion required  them  to  take  the  oaths  of 
allegiance  and  fupremacy,  and  an  oath  of  of- 
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fice,  which  lafl  is  recited  in  the  commifTion  ; 
but  not  a  word  is  faid  of  the  mode  and  form, 
in  which  the  oaths  fhould  be  taken  ;  neither 
was  it  faid  that  they  fliould  be  taken  '  as  the 

*  Englifli  law  required.*  They  were  there- 
fore left  at  their  liberty,  to  take  them  in  any 
form  which  was  agreeable  to  their  confcience, 
or  their  former  ufage. 

In  the  fame  page  (491)  he  fays  ;  *  An  Af- 

*  fembly  was  foon  called,  which,  by  means 
'  of  the  ufual  intrigues,  was  compofed  of 
'  perfons,  extremely  favorable  to  the  projedts 
'  of  thofe  who  now  engrofled  power.'  And 
in  a  note  (page  507)  '  the  Council  tranfmit- 

*  ted  to  the  towns,  a  lift  of  thofe  who  fliould 
'  be  allowed  to  vote.' 

With  what  propriety  can  it  be  faid  that 
thefe  gentlemen  engrojftd  power,  when  they 
were  commiilioned  by  the  King  ;  and  it  is 
acknowledged,  that  not  only  their  appoint- 
ment, but  their  entering  on  ofEce,  was  con- 
trary to  then*  inclinations  ? 

That  the  perfons  chofen  into  the  AITembly 
fhould  be  *  favorable'  to  the  fentiments  of 
the  Council,  or  of  *  the  wife  men  of  Bofton,' 
was  not  the  refult  of  any  intrigues  ;  but  be- 
caufe  the  majority  of  the  people  were  of  the 
fame  mind.  As  to  fending  '  a  lifl:  of  thofe 
'  who  fhould  be  allowed  to  vote  ;'  the  true 
ftate  of  the  matter  was  this.  The  commif- 
fion  provided  for  the  calling  of  an  AITembly, 
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within  three  months  after  the  Council  fhould 
be  fworn,  by  fummons  under  feal,  '  ufing 
'  and  obferving  therein  fuch  rules  and  meth- 

*  ods,  as  to  the  perfons  who  are  to  choofe  the 

*  deputies,  and  the  time  and  place  of  meeting, 

*  as  they  (the  Council)  fliall  judge  moflcon- 
'  venient.'  The  mode  which  they  judged 
moft  convenient  was,  to  order  the  feleift  men 
of  the  four  towns,  to  take  a  lift  of  the  names 
and  eftates  of  their  refpecflive  inhabitants,  ac- 
cording to  their  ufual  manner  of  making 
taxes,  and  fend  it  to  the  Council.  The  Coun- 
cil then  ilFued  an  order,  appointing  the  per- 
fons therein  named^  to  meet  in  their  refpedtive 

towns,  and  eledl  by  a  major  vote,  three  per- 
fons from  each,  to  reprefent  them  in  a  gen- 
eral Aftembly,  on  the  16th  of  March;  and 
in  the  order,  there  is  this  provifo,  '  Provided 
^  that  wee  do  not  intend  that  what  is  now  done 
'  be  prelidential  for  the  future,  and  that  it 
'  fhall  extend  noe  farther,  than  to  the  calling 
^  th'.s  fir  ft  aftembly.' 

Now  as  the  rules  and  methods  of  calling 
an  aftembly,  and  the  perfons  who  were  to 
choofe  deputies,  were  left  to  the  difcretion  of 
the  Council ;  what  more  proper  method  could 
they  have  taken,  than  to  call  for  a  lift  of  the  in- 
habitants and  their  eftates,  and  by  that  means 
to  determine,  who  were  qualified  in  point  of 
property  and  habitancy  to  be  eledors  ?  And 
as  the  numbers  were  few,  and   the  perfons 
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well  known,  was  it  not  as  proper  to  name 
them  at  once,  in  the  writs,  as  to  eftablifh 
qualifications,  and  appoint  other  perfons  to 
judge  of  thofe  qualifications  ;  efpecially  when 
there  was  no  law  in  force  by  which  they 
could  be  judged  ?  It  is  obfervable  that  each 
Toter  was  ordered  to  take  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance, if  he  had  not  taken  it  before  ;  and  in 
the  lift  of  names  in  the  book,  a  mark  is  fet 
againft  feveral  perfons,  who  did  not  take  the 
oath  ;  and  another  againft  thofe  who  did 
not  appear  at  the  elc6lion.  Has  this  the  ap- 
pearance of  intrigue  ? 

In  page  492,  he  fays,  *  they  were  extreme- 
'  ly  flow  in  conforming  to  prefent  rcquifi- 
'  tions,  and  pafTed  no  laws  during  the  firft 
'  feffion.'  Having  again  confulted  the  rec- 
ords, I  find  in  the  Journal  of  the  Council  this 
entry,  *  At  a  general  Aflembly  held  in  Portf- 

*  mouth,  the  16th  of  March,  1679— -80.   Pref- 

*  ent,  &c.  Sundry  laws  and  ordinances  made 
'  at  this  feffion  are  in  another  booke,  for  that 

*  purpofe.* 

In  that  other  book,  a  body  of  laws  is  recor- 
ded, in  the  fame  hand  writing,  viz.  of  Stile- 
man  the  Secretary,  which  bears  the  follow- 
ing title  ;  '  The  general  laws  and  liberties  of 
'  the  Province  of  New-Hampfliire,  made  by 

*  the  general   Afi"embly  in    Portfmouth,   the 

*  16th  day  of  March,  1679— 80,andapprov- 
*  ed  by  the  Prefident  and  Council.' 

It  appears  from  the  books,  that  this  AfTem- 
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bly  held  four  feflions  within  the  year,  viz.  on 
the  1 6th  of  March,  the  7th  of  June,  the  12th 
of  Odober,  and  the  7th  of  December.  As 
there  is  not  a  particular  date  to  each  law,  but 
the  whole  code  bears  the  date  of  the  firfl  fef- 
fion  in  March  ;  it  may  fairly  be  inferred,  that 
the  bufinefs  was  begun  in  the  firft  feffion,  and 
continued  through  the  other  three  ;  and  when 
completed,  was  immediately  fent  to  England  ; 
for  Mr.  Chalmers  himfelf  tells  us,  that  '  the 

*  laws  which  they  tranfmitted,  in  conformity 
'  to  their  Conilitution,  had  not  the  good  for- 

*  tune  to  pleafe,  and  were  difapproved  of,  by 
'  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Plantations , 

*  in  Dec,  1681.' 

From  this  flatement  it  may  be  concluded, 
that  they  were  not  flower  in  '  effaying   their 

*  legiflative  talents,'  than  the  neceffity  of  pro- 
ceeding with  due  deliberation  required  ;  and 
that  there  was  nojuftcaufe  tor  the  reproach 
which  he  has  cad  upon  them. 

In  page  494,  he  gives  this  account  of  the 
charader  of  the   people   of  New-Hampfhire. 

*  When    Cranfield  arrived,  he  found  the 

*  Province  containing  four  thoufand  inhabit- 

*  ^nts,  extremely  poor  from  the  devaftation 

*  of  the  Indian  war.     But  when  he  fpoke  con- 

*  temptuoufly   of  the  country   which  he  had 

*  been  fent  to  rule,  he  feems   not  to  have  re- 

*  fleded,  that  all  Colonies  had  once  known 
«  the  like  paucity  of  numbers,  the  fame  weak- 

*  nefs,  and  the  fame  poverty  j  animated  only 
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*  by  a  dijfimilar fpirit  from  that  of  New-Hamp- 
'  fliire,  which  now  difdahied  that  independence 
'  on  her  neighbours^  that  other  Provinces  had 

*  contended  for,  with  enthufiafm.     And  oth- 

*  er   plantations,   actuated  by  very  different 

*  maxims,  had  not  complained,  even  in  their 

*  weakeft  days,  of  their  inability  to  defend 
'  their  frontiers,  againil  the  attacks  of  a  foe, 

*  that  has  never  proved  dangerous,  except  to 
'  the  effeminate^  the  fadlious,  or  the  cowardly, 
'  When  New  Plimouth  confided  only  of  two 
'  hundred  perfons,  of  all  ages  and  fexes,    it 

*  repulfed  its  enemies  and  fecured  its  borders, 
'  with  a  gallantry  worthy  of  its  parent  coun- 
'  try  ;  becaufe  it  ftood  alone,  in  the  defert, 
'without  hope  of  aid.' 

That  the  people  of  New-Hampfliire  ever 
deferved  the  characfler  oi  cffefiiinate  or  coward- 
ly^ can  by  no  means  be  admitted.  Innume- 
rable fa(fls  evince  the  contrary  beyond  a 
doubt.  Had  this  author  ever  reiided  among 
them,  efpecially  in  time  of  war,  he  would 
have  thought  quite  otherwife  of  them.  That 
the  native  favages  have  '  never  proved  a  dan- 
*•  gerous  foe,  to  any  but  the  effeminate,  the 
'  fadiious  and  the  cowardly,'  is  an  affertion 
totally  unfounded.  Their  manner  of  attack- 
ing was  always  by  furprife,  and  the  braveft 
and  befl  men  may  fometimes  be  deficient  in 
vigilance,  where  no  fufpicion  of  danger  exifls. 

If  the  people  of  New-Hampfliire  '  dildain- 
ed  independence,'  let  it  be  confidered,  that 
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they  had  been,  for  about  40  years,  conneded 
with  Maflachufetts,  to  their  mutual  flitisfac- 
tion  ;  and  the  propoled  '  independence'  which 
he  means  was  but  another  name  for  fubjec- 
tion  to  a  landlord.  When  independence,  in 
its  genuine  meaning,  became  neceflary,  in 
1776,  they  freely  joined  with  their  brethren 
in  alferting  it,  and  in  bravely  defending  it. 

Withovit  any  dlfparagement  to  the  firfl  fet- 
tlers  of  Plymouth,  who,  from  the  year  1643, 
were  protected  by  a  confederacy  of  the  four 
New-England  Colonies,  it  may  with  truth  be 
faid,  that  the  people  of  New-Hampiliire  were 
never  behind  them,  in  vigorous  exertions  for 
their  own  defence,  when  they  were  conduct- 
ed by  oilicers  in  whom  they  could  place  con- 
fidence ;  but  ill  Cranfield's  time,  there  was 
no  war  with  the  Indians  ;  though  he  at- 
tempted to  frighten  them  into  an  apprehen- 
fion  of  danger,  from  the  Indians,  to  ferve  his 
own  purpofes. 

The  account  which  Mr.  Chalmers  gives  of 
Cranfield's  adminiflration  differs  not  verv 
materially  from  mine,  except  in  one  inflance. 

He  reprefents  '  the  miniflers  as  very  atten- 

*  tive  to  him,  becaufe  they  deemed  him  gain- 

*  ed  over  to  the  Independents.*  I  have  met 
with  no  evidence  of  this  ;  the  deception,  if 
any,  mufl  have  been  very  lliort  lived. 

Mr.  Chalmers  fays  nothing  of  the  profe- 
cution  of  Moody,  and  of  Cranfield's  endeav- 
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ours  to  ruin  him,  for  his  non- conformity  to 
the  Church  of  England  ;  but  tells  us  that 
he  '  deemed  it  unfafe,  to  remain  any  longer 

*  among  the  minillers,  who  ruled  an  enthufi- 

*  aftic  people,  with  the  fame  fway  as  did  the 

*  popifh  clergy  during  the  darkeft  ages  ;'  and 
that  in  his  letters  to  England,  he  *  gave  w^arn- 

*  ing,  that  while  the  clergy  were  allowed  to 

*  preach,  no  true  allegiance  would  be  found 
'  in  thofe  parts.'  This  may  be  confidered  as 
a  corroborating  evidence  of  his  bigotry  and 
intolerance*  Truth  obliges  me  to  add,  that 
his  opponents  were  not  deficient  in  thofe  un- 
happy qualities,  which  were  too  much  in 
fafhion  among  all  parties  in  that  age. 

Mr.    Chalmers   concludes  his  account  of 
New-Hamplliire  in  thefe  words.     *  Being  ex- 

*  eluded  from  the  charter  granted  to  MaiTa- 
'  chufetts,  it  has  continued  to  the  prefenttime, 

*  a  different,  though  inconfiderable  fettlement ; 
'  irregular  and  fa(5lious  in  its  economy ,  afford- 
*ing  no  precedents  thatmay  be  of  exemplary 
'  ufe  to  other  Colonies.'  What  juflice  there 
is  in  this  remark,  the  reader  will  be  able  to 
determine,  from  the  following  portion  of  its 
hiftory,  which,  after  much  unavoidable  de- 
lay, is  now  fubmitted  to  his  perufal. 

Bojiotit  /luguji  I,  1 79 1. 
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The  adminijlration   of  Governor  Shvtk,  and  his  Lieutenants^ 
y AUG  HAN  and  IVentifokth. 

GEORGE  VAUGHAN,  Efq.  was 
the  fon  of  Major  William  Vaughan,  who  had  ^715. 
been  fo  ill  ufed  by  former  Governors,  and 
had  fuffered  fo  much  in  the  caufe  of  his  coun- 
try, that  the  advancement  of  his  fon,  to  the 
office  of  Lieutenant  Governor,  was  efteemed 
a  mark  of  particular  favor,  from  the  Crown 
to  the  Province,  and  a  lingular  gratification 
to  the  parent,  then  in  the  decline  of  life. 
I'he  Lieutenant  Governor  had  been  employ- 
ed by  the  Province,  as  their  agent  in  England, 
to  manage  their  defence  againfl  Allen.  There 
he  was  taken  notice  of,  by  fome  perfons  of 
quality  and  influence,  with  whom  his  father 
had  been  conne(5led  ;  and  by  them  he  was 
recommended  as  a  candidate  for  the  honor, 
to  which  he  was  now  advanced. 

After  he  had  arrived,  and  opened  his  com- 
milTion  ;  Dudley,  though  not  actually  fuper- 
feded,  yet  daily  expelling  Burges  to  fucceed 
him,  did  not  think  it  proper  to  come  into  the 
Province,  or  perform   any  adls   of  govern- 
ment ;  fo  that,  during  a  year,  Vaughan  had  ^^^  g 
the  fole  command.     In  this  time  he  called  an 
Aifembly,  who  granted  him  the   produ6l  of 
the  import  and  excife,  for  one  year,  but  ref uf- 
ed to   ellablilh  thefe   duties    for  any  longer    i7]g 
time  ;  upon  which   he  diffolved  them,   and  Augua  zi. 
called  another  ;  to  whom  he  recommended,  ^n-e^M. 
in  a  flyle  too  peremptory,  the  ellablilhment  Record*. 
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1716.  of  a  perpetual  revenue  to  the  Crown  ;  a  mat- 
ter in  which  he  had  been  fo  much  engaged, 

Msietfcr    that  while  in  England,  'heprefented  a  me- 
of^it  w,    i  morial  to  the  King  and  Miniftry,  to  bring 
Dr  I.       '  New-England   into  the  land  tax  of  Great 
Mather,     t  gj-j^-^jj^.  ^^^^\  propofcd  that  a  Receiver  Ihould 
'  be  appointed  by  the  Crown.'     The  Aflem- 
bly  was  of  opinion,  that  the  public  charges 
might  be  defrayed  in  the  ullial   manner,  by 
an  equal  tax  on  polls  and  eflates  ;   and  de- 
clined laying  an  impoft,  or  entering  on  any, 
but  the  common  bufinefs  of  the  year,  till  the 
arrival  of  a  Governor, 
oa.  17.  When  Governor  Shute  came  to  the  chair, 

feveral  of  the  old  Counfellors  were  laid  afide, 
and  fix  new  ones  appointed,  all  of  whom  were 
inhabitants  of  Portfmouth.  That  town,  at 
the  fame  time,  was  unhappily  agitated  by  a 
controverfy,  which  had  for  fome  years  fub- 
fifted  between  the  two  parilhes.  This  had 
not  only  imbittered  the  minds  of  the  people, 
but  had  prejudiced  fome  of  the  members  of 
the  Council  and  Affembly  ;  fo  as  to  effecft  the 
proceedings  of  the  Legiflature,  and  break  the 
harmony,  which  had  been  preferved  in  that 
body,  during  the  preceding  ad  mini  ft  ration. 

1717.  The  Governor,  in  his  firft  fpeech  to   the  Af- 
Jan.  10.     fembly,  took  notice  of  their  divifion,   and  ad- 

vifed  them  to  unanimity.  They  thanked 
him  for  his  advice,  but  remonftrated  againit 
Jan.  23.  the  removal  of  the  old  Counfellors,  and  the 
confining  of  the  new  appointments,  both  in 
the  Council  and  the  Judicial  Courts,  to  refi- 
dents  in  one  town,  as  being  contrary  to  former 
ufage,  and  giving  an  advantage,  to  the  trading, 
above  the  landed  intereft.  This,  they  faid, 
was  the  reafon  that  an  impoft  could  not  now 
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be  obtained,  and  that  the  whole  burden  of  1717. 
taxes  was  laid  on  the  hufbandman,  and  the 
laborer,  who  had  been  greatly  impoveriflied 
by  the  late  war.  The  Governor  wifely  a- 
voided  an  anfwer  to  this  remonflrance,  by 
putting  it  on  the  Council,  who  were  a  party 
in  the  controverfy.  The  Council,  in  their  Tg^^sj 
anfwer,  acknowledged  that  the  Province  had 
been  much  diftreffed  by  the  war  ;  but  had  in 
a  great  nieafure  recovered  ;  that  there  would 
have  been  no  oppofition  to  an  impoil,  if  th^ 
Reprefentatives  had  agreed  to  an  a(5l  of  ex- 
port, according  to  the  practice  in  England  ; 
that  the  King  had  a  right  to  appoint  his 
Counfellors,  from  any  part  of  the  Province ; 
that  it  was  an  affront  to  the  prerogative  to 
find  fault  with  the  exercife  of  this  right ;  and 
that  it  was  moft  convenient  for  the  affiirs  of 
government,  efpecially  upon  fudden  emer- 
gencies, that  the  Council  lliould  refide  near 
the  feat  of  government.  This  anfwer  might 
have  appeared  decent  enough  if  they  had 
not  added,  that  they  were  '  gentlemen  of  the 
'  beft  quality,  and  greatefl  ability  to  ferve  the 
*  government,  in  that  ftation  ;  and  had  as 
'  good  or  better  eftates  in  land,  and  land  ie- 
'  curities,  than  any  in  the  Houfe,  and  not  in- 
'  ferior  to  the  gentlemen  who  were  laid  afide.' 
While  thefe  altercations  were  in  hand  there 
was  a  great  complaint  of  the  fcarcity  of  m.o- 
ney,  and  fome  expedient  was  judged  neceffa- 
ry  to  fupply  the  place  of  current  coin.  A 
propofal  was  made  to  iffue  ten  thoufand 
pounds  in  bills,  on  loan,  for  twenty-three 
years,  at  five  per  cent,  on  land  fecurity.  In  J^°-  *'♦• 
this  both  Houfes  agreed  ;  but  the  next  day 
the  Council  propofcd  to  enlarge  the  fum  to 
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171Y.  fifteen  thoiifand  pounds,  to  which  the  Houfe 
would  not  confent.  The  Governor  then  or- 
dered the  Houfe  to  attend  a  conference  with 
the  Council  ;  they  defired  to  know  on  what 
fubjedl  ;  he  gave  them  no  anfwer,  but  com- 
manded their  attendance.  Having  confer- 
red about  the  propofed  loan  to  no  purpofe, 
the  circumflance  of  alking  on  what  fubjedl 
they  were  to  confer  was  deemed  an  affront, 
and  ferved  as  a  pretext  for  diifolving  them. 
The  next  affembly  was  more  pliant,  and  ifTu- 
ed  fifteen  thoufand  pounds,  on  loan,  for  elev- 

Aff-mWy  en  years,  at  ten  percent. 

A  controverfy  alfo  arofe  between  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Lieutenant  Governor  about  the 
power  of  the  latter,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
former.  V'aughan  contended,  that  when  the 
Governor  was  prefent  in  his  other  Province, 
he  was  abfent  from  New-Hampfliire,  and 
confequently  that  the  adminiflration  devolv- 
ed on  him.  The  pofition  was  a  metaphyfical 
truth,  but  the  inference  was  to  be  meafured 
by  political  rules.  Shute  alleged  that  his 
commiffions,  being  publiflied  and  recorded, 
in  New-Hampfliire  and  Maffachufetts,  he 
had  the  power  of  commander  in  chiet  over 
both  Provinces,  during  his  refidence  in  ei- 
ther ;  and  thought  it  an  abfurdity  to  fup- 
pofe,  that  the  King  had  appointed  the  Gov- 
ernor commander  in  chief,  for  five  or  fix 
weeks  only  in  the  year,  and  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  during  the  refl  of  the  time  ;  and 
that  if -the  Lieutenant  Governor  Ihould  hap- 
pen, in  that  time,  to  ilep  over  the  Province 
line,  the  fenior  Counfellor  muft  take  the 
chair  ;  this  he  faid  would  make  the  Province 
*a  monfler  with  three  heads.*     The  contro- 
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verfy  was  foon  brought  to  an  ifTue ;  for  1717. 
Vaughaii  received  an  order  from  Shute,  while 
at  Bollion,  to  appoint  a  fall,  which  he  did  not 
obey  ;  he  received  another  to  prorogue  the 
Afrembly,in{lead  of  which  he  diiTolved  them, 
without  the  advice  of  Council.  He  required 
the  opinion  of  the  Council  on  the  extent  of 
his  power,  but  they  declined  giving  it.  Pen- 
hallow,  the  Governor's  chief  friend,  was  a 
warm  oppofer  of  Vaughan's  pretenlions,  and 
incurred  fo  much  of  his  difpleafure,  that  he 
publicly  charged  him  with  fowing  difcord 
in  the  government,  and  fufpended  him  from  sept.  24. 
his  feat  in  Council.  On  hearing  this,  Shute 
hafled  to  Portfrnouth,  and  having  fummoned 
the  Council,  ordered  the  King's  inilru(5lion 
to  him  for  fufpending  Covmfellors  to  be  read, 
and  demanded  of  Vaughan  whether  he  had 
any  inftruiflion  which  fuperfeded  it.  He 
anfwered,  No.  The  Governor  then  afked 
the  Council's  advice  whether  the  fufpenlion 
of  Penhallow  was  legal  ;  they  anfwered  in 
the  nesrative.     He  then  reftored  him  to  his  council 

o  JViJcutes* 

feat  ,and  fufpended  Vaughan. 

The  AfTemblyjwhich  Vaughan  had  affum- 
ed  the  right  to  difTolve,  met  again,  and  ap- 
proved the  proceedings  againft  him,  juilify- 
ing  the  confl:ru(5tion  which  the  Governor  had 
put  on  his  commiffion,  and  his  opinion  of  the 
extent  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  power  ; 
which  was  '  to  obferve  fuch  orders,  as  he 
'  fliould  from  time  to  time  receive  from  the 
'  King  or  the  Crovernor  in  chief.'  The  Rep- 
refentatives  of  Hampton  prefented  a  remon- 
flrance  ;  in  Vv^hich,  admitting  the  Lieutenant 
Governor's  opinion  that  *  when  the  Gover- 
'  nor  is  out  of  the  Province,  the  Lieutenant 
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1717.   *  Governor  is  impowered  to  execute  tKe King's 
*  commiflion,'  and  alTerting  that  the  Gover- 
nor was  not  in  the  Province  v/hen  the  Lieu- 
Recoflls/  tenant  Governor  diffolved  the  Aflembly,  they 
declared  that  they  could   not  a(5l   with  the 
Houfe,  unlefs   they   were  re-elei5led.     This 
remonftrance  was  deemed  a  libel,  and  the 
Governor  in  Council  having  funimoned  them 
before  him,  laid  them  under  bonds  of  four 
Conncii    hundred  pounds  each,  for  their  good  behav- 
Miiiutes.  iour.     He  then  iffued  a  procianiation,  alTert- 
ing his  fole  power,  as  commander  in  chief ; 
and  declaring  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
PenVii-     had  no  right  to  exercife  any  adls  ofgovern- 
low'fi  MS3,  j^gj^^  vvdthout  his  fpccial  order. 

To  maintain  a  controverfy  with  a  fuperior 
officer  on  the  extent  of  povv^er,  equally  claim- 
ed hj  both,  requires  a  delicacy  and  addrefs 
which  does  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  every   man. 
An  afpiring  and  precipitate  ^emper  may  bring 
on  fuch  a    contention,   but    difqualifies  the 
perfon   from    managing   it  with   propriety. 
Had  Vaughan  propofed  to  fubmit  the  quef- 
tion  to  the  King,  he  would  have  acfted  more 
in  charadler,    and  might  have  prefer ved  his 
reputation,  though  he  had  loll  his  power. 
But  having  offended  the  Governor,  and  dif- 
gufled  the  Council  and  Affembly,  he  could 
hope  for  no  favor  from  the  Crown.     When 
the  report    of  the  proceedings  was  fent  to 
England,  Sir  V/illiam  Afnurft,  xvho  had  great 
An,.jrn%    intereft  at  Court,  and  vras  a  friend  to  New- 
letterMs.  £i^g]and,    aud    who  greatly  difreliihed  the 
memorial  which  Vaughan  had  formerly  pre- 
fented  to   the  King,  eafily  found  means  to 
difplace  him  ;  and  in  his  room  was  appoint- 
ed John  Went  worth,  Efq.  whofe  com- 
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mifiion  was  publiGied  on  the  feventh  of  De-    1717. 
cember.     The  celebrated  Mr.  Addifon,  be- 
ing then  Secretary  of  State,  this   commillion 
is  countersigned  by  a  name  particuUirly  dear    ..   ^^ 
to  the  friends  of  liberty  and  literature. 

John  Wentworth,  Efq.  grandfon  of  Wil- 
liam Wentworth,  formerly  mentioned  as  one 
of  the  firfl  fetders  of  the  country,  had  been 
in  the  early  part  of  his  life,  commander  of  a 
fliip  ;  and  had  acquired  a  handfome  fortune 
by  mercantile  indullry.  Without  any  fupe- 
rior  abilities  or  learning,  by  a  fleady  atten- 
tion to  bufinefs,  and  a  prudeni:,  obliging  de- 
portment, he  had  recommended  liimfelf  to 
the  eiteem  of  the  people.  Having  been  five 
years  in  the  Council,  before  his  appointment 
as  Lieutenant  Governor,  he  had  carried  the 
fame  ufeful  qualities  into  public  life,  and 
preferved  or  increafed  that  refpecl  which  he 
had  acquired  in  a  private  ftation.  The  ran- 
cour of  contending  parties  made  moderation 
a  neceflary  character  in  a  chief  magillrate  ; 
and  the  circumflances  of  the  Province,  at  that 
time,  required  a  perfon  of  experience  in 
trade,  at  its  head. 

It  being  a  time  of  peace,  after  a  long  and 
diflreffing  war,  the  improvement  of  which  . 
the  Province  was  capable,  in  regard  to  its 
natural  produdtions,  lumber  and  naval  (lores, 
rofe  into  view  and  became  objecls  of  clofe  at- 
tention both  here  and  in  England.  As  ear- 
ly as  1668,  the  government  of  Maifachufetts,  ^'^^'  ^«*' 
under  which  the  Province  then  was,  had  re- 
ferved  for  the  public  ufe  all  white  pine  trees 
of  twenty-four  inches  in  diameter,  at  three 
feet  from  the  ground.  In  King  William's 
^eign,  a  furveyor  of  the  woods  was  appointed  mTiuU 
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1717.  by  the  Crown  ;  and  an  order  was  fent  to  the 
Earl  of  Bellamont,  to  caufe  acts  to  be  pafTed 
in  his  feveral  governixients  for  the  preferva- 
tion  of  the  white  pines.     In  1708  a  law  made 

j^^^        in  New-Hampihire  prohibited  the  cutting  of 

Chap.  ao.  fuch  as  were  twenty -four  inches  in  diameter,at 
twelve  inches  from  the  ground,  without  leave 
of  the  furveyor  ;  who  was  inftru6led  by  the 
Oueen,  to  mark  with  the  broad  arrow,  thofe 
which  were  or  might  be  fit  for  the  ufe  of  the 
navy,  and  to  keep  a  regilier  of  them.  What- 
ever feverity  might  be  ufed  in  executing  the 
law,  it  was  no  difficult  matter  for  thofe  who 
knew  the  woods  and  were  concerned  in  lum- 
ber, to  evade  it ;  though  ibmetimes  they  were 

Mss'*  detetfled  and  fined.  Great  complaints  were 
frequently  made  of  the  defhru(flion  of  the 
royal  woods  ;  every  Governor  and  Lieuten- 
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i^ffembiy    aut  Govcmor  had  occafion  to  declaim  on  the 
Records,    f^^i^jg^c^  Jq  their  fpeeches  and  letters  ;  it  was 
''  a  favorite  point  in  England,  and  recommend- 

ed them  to  their  fuperiors  as  careful  guar- 
dians of  the  royal  intereft.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  people  made  as  loud  complaints  a- 
gainft  the  furveyor,  for  prohibiting  the  cut- 
ting of  pine  trees,  and  yet  negledling  to  mark 
fuch  as  were  fit  for  mads  ;  by  which  means 
many  trees,  which  never  could  be  ufed  as 
Perhai-  Hiafts,  and  might  be  cut  into  logs  for  fawing, 
were  rotting  in  the  woods  ;  or  the  people 
who  got  them  were  expofed  to  a  vexatious 
profecution.  When  no  furveyor  was  on  the 
fpot,  the  Governor  and  Council  appointed 
fuitable  perfons  to  take  care  that  no  wafle 
fliould  be  made  of  the  maft  trees  ;  and  thefe 
officers,  with  a  very  moderate  allowance,  per- 
formed the  duty,  to  much   better  purpofe, 
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than  thofe  who  were  feat  from  England  and    1717. 
maintained  at  a  great  expenfe  to  the  Crown.    Affcmb'y 
As  thofe  trees  which  grew  within  the  lim-  ^"^"''■^ 
its  of  the  townfliips    were  deemed  private    1718. 
property,  the  people  were  deiirous  to  get  other 
townihips  laid  out,  that    the  trees   might  be 
iccured  for  their  own  ufe.     This  was  a  difH- 
cult  point.     The  x^Lffembly,  in  1704,  during 
the  controverfy  with  Allen,  had  explicitly 
difclaimed  all  title  to   the  walle  lands,  by 
which  they  underlie od  all  thofe  without  the 
bounds  of  their  towns.     The  heirs  of  Allen 
kept  a  jealous. eye  upon  thern.     Ufher,  who 
claimed  by  mortgage  from  Governor  Allen, 
was  llill  living,  and  was  daily  inviting  pur- 
chafers  by  advertifements.     The  heir  of  Sir  J^"  ^"^'^"^ 
Charles  Hobby,  v/hoie  claim  was  founded 
on  purchafe  from  Thomas  Allen,  had  offered 
his  title  to  the  Affembly,  but  they  had  refufed 
it.     The  creditors  of  Hobby's  eftate   had  ap- 
plied   for    letters    of   adminiftration  ;    and 
thoup-h  the  matter  had  been,  by  the  Jud(^e  of  ^   ^, 
Probate,  fubmitted  to  the  General  Court,  and  Records. 
by  their  advice  fu-pended,   yet  the    letters 
had  been  granted.     Allen's  ocher  heirs  were 
in  a  fiate  of  minority  in  England  ;  but  their 
guardian  was  attentive  to  their  intereif.  The 
controverfy  had  become  more  complex  than  P''"'-  ^,''*e 
before;  and  the  claimants,  however  muki-utic/"' 
plied  in  number    and    difcordant  in    their 
views,  yet  had  a.n  intereft  feparate  from  that 
of  the  public.   The  royal  determination  could 
not  be  had,  but  on  an   appe?J  from  a  verdict 
at  law  ;  but  no  I'uits  were  now  pending  ;  nor 
could  the  lands  be  granted  by  royal  charter, 
without  feeming  to  intrench  on  the  property 
of   the  claimants.      Notwithllanding    thefe 
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1718,  difficulties,  the  necefiity  of  extending  the  fet- 
tlements,  and  improving  the  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country,  was  too  apparent  to  be 
neglected. 

Great  quantities  of  iron  ore  were  found 

i/ij.  in  many  places;  and  it  was  in  contempla- 
tion to  ere(5l  forges  on  fome  of  the  rivers  and 
to  introduce  foreign  art'ifcs  and  l?.bourers  to 

Laws        refine  it.  A  law  was  made  laying  a  penalty  of 

Chap.  90.  ^gj^  pounds  per  ton  on  the  tranfporting  of  it 
out  of  the  Province  ;  but  for  the  further  en- 
couragement of  the  manufa(5lure,  it  was 
deemed  neceilliry,  that  fome  lands  Ihould  be 
appropriated,  to  the  purpofe  of  fupplying 
with,  fuel,  the  iron  works  which  were  to  be 

tomcw  erecled,  on  Lamnrey  river,  and  of  fettlin^:  the 
people  who  v/ere  to  be  employed  in  that  fer- 
vice.  On  this  occafion,  it  was  recollecfled, 
that  in  167S,  v/hile  this  province  was  fubjedl 
to  the  Mafiachufetts  government,  and  after 
the  town  of  Portfmouth  had  made  a  liberal 
contribution  for  the  rebuilding  of  Harvard 
College,  a  promife  had  been  made  by  the 
General  Court  to  grant  to  that  tov\^n  a  quan- 
tity of  '  land  for  a  village,  when  they  fhould 

Miff,  ucc,  t  declare  to  the  Court  the  place  where  they 
*  dehred  it.*  Upon  tliis,  a  petition  was  pre- 
fented  to  the  Governor  and  Council  praying 
for  a  fulfilment  of  this  promife ;  and  after 
fome  hefitation,  a  grant  was  made  of  a  flip  of 
land  two  miles  in  breadth  above  the  head 

Sinmcs.  line  of  Dover,  for  the  ufe  of  the  ironw^orks, 
which  was  called  the  *  renewing  a  grant  for- 
'  merly  made.'  This  was  known  by  the 
name  of  the  tv/o  mile  flip,  and  it  was  after- 
ward included  in  the  tov/nfliip  of  Barrington. 
In  fome  parts  of  the  province,  were  many 
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pitchpine  trees,  unfit  for  mafts,  but  capable    1719. 
of  yielding  tar  and  turpentine.     A  monopoly 
of  this    nianufadlure   had   been    attempted 
by   a   company  of  merchants  ;    but   when  council 
many  thoufand  trees  were  prepared  for  ufe,  '^'""'^«- 
they    v/ere  deflroyed    by  unknown    hands. 
Afterwards  a  law  was  made  providing  that  Laws. 
tar  Ihould  be   received   in  lieu  of  taxes,  at  ^^^'^-  ^^ 
twenty  fliillings  per  barrel.    This  encouraged 
the  making  of  it  for  forne  time.     Another  chap,  94 
law  laid  a  penalty  on  the  injuring  of  trees  for 
drawing  turpentine.    But  private  intereft  was 
too  flrong  to  be  counteracted  by  a  fenfe  of 
public  utility.      Too  many  incilions  being 
made  in  the  trees  at  once,  they  were  foon 
deflroyed  ;  and  as  thofe  which  were  near  at 
hand  became  fcarce,    the  manufadlure  was 
gradually  difcoutinued. 

Hemp  was  another  object.  Some  had  been 
fown,  and  from  the  fpecimen  of  its  growth, 
much  advantage  v^as  expected.  An  a(5l  was  ^^'^^'  ^'^' 
made  to  encourage  it ;  and  it  was  allov^^ed  to 
be  received  at  the  Treafiiry,  in  lieu  of  money, 
at  one  Ihilling  per  pound..-  But  as  there  was 
fcarcely  land  enough  in  cultivation,  for  the 
produdlion  of  corn,  it  v/as  vain  to  think  of 
raifing  a  lefs  neceiTary  commodity. 

The  Parliament  of  England  was  attentive 
to  the  advantages  v/hich  might  be  derived  to 
the  nation  from  the  Colonies,  to  which  they 
were  particularly  incited  by  the  war,  v>rhich 
at  this  time  raered  between  Sv7eden  and  Ruf- 

o 

lia,  the  grand  marts  for  naval  llores  in  Eu- 
rope. A  duty  which  had  been  paid  on  lum- 
ber imported  from  America,  was  taken  off ; 
and  this  was  efleemed  fo  g;reat  a  favor  to 
New-HampHiire  that  the  Affembly  thanked  ^foTj!^ 
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1719.  Sluite  for  the  fhare  lie  had  hi  obtain hig  it. 
About  the  fame  time,  an  a6l  of  Parhament 
was  made  for  the  prefcrvation  of  the  white 
pines.  Penalties  in  proportion  to  the  fize  of 
the  trees,  were  laid  on  the  cutting  of  thofe 
which  grew  without  the  bounds  of  town- 
fliips  ;  and  for  the  greater  terror,  thefe  pen- 
alties were  to  be  recovered  by  the  oath  of  one 
witnefs,  in  a  Court  of  Admiralty  ;  where  a 
fingle  Judge,  appointed  by  the  Crown,  and 
,  removeable  at  pleafurei  determined  the  caufe 

Smute  of  .    ,  -t  -1         1   •      ^    •l^  T 

George  I.   witiiout  a  J  ury.    V/liile  this  Dili  was  pending. 
Chap.  la.  T-jpp^j-y  Newman,  the  Agent  for  New-FIamp- 
Ms  peti.    fliire,  petitioned  againfl  the  feverity  of  it,  but 
without  eftecl:. 

Great  inconveniences  had  arifen  for  want 
of  a  due  fettlement  of  the  limits  of  the  Prov- 
ince.    The  people  who  lived  near  the  fappo- 
fed  line,  were  fometimes  taxed  in  both  Prov- 
inces, and  were  liable  to  arreils  by  the  offi- 
cers  of  boih  ;    and  iomctimes  the   officers 
themfelves  were  at  variance,  and  imprifoned 
each  otiier.     Several  attempts  had  been  made 
to  remove  the  difficulty,  and  letters  frequent- 
ly paffied  betvvX'en  the  two  Courts  on  the  fub- 
jecl,  in  confequence   of  petitions   and  com- 
plaints from  the  borderers.     In  171 G,  Com- 
miiuoners  were  appointed  by  both  Provinces, 
to    fettle    the    line.     The    Nevz-IIampfhire 
Commifficners   were    furnifiied  by  Lieuten- 
n.nt  Governor  Vaughan,  with  a  copy  of  the 
M?.'"n.     report  of  the  Lords  Chief  Juflices   in  1677, 
ftiuftions.    p^r>(^  were  ini'lrucfled  '  to  follow  the  courfe  of 
,     ,        '  the  river  Merrimack,  at  the  diflance  of  three 
Lt.  Govrr.   niiies  nortn  as  far  as  the  river  extenas.      1  ne 
^!'ort^*'"''commiffioners  on  the  other  fide  complained 
that  this  power  was  not  fnfHcient }  if  by  iuU 
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ficicnt  it  was  meant  that  they  had  no  power  1719. 
to  vary  from  their  inftrudions,  the  objedlion 
v/as  true,  but  why  this  llioukl  have  been 
objected  it  is  not  eafy  to  account,  fmce  the 
inilrufdons  would  have  given  Maiiachufetts 
all  which  they  could  claim  by  virtue  of  their 
old  charter  ;  or  the  judgmeni:  upon  it,  on 
which  they  always  laid  much  llrefs.  Three 
years  afterward  the  affair  was  agitated  again, 
in  obedience  to  an  order  fron:i  the  Lords  ot 
Trade  ;  who  directed  a  map  to  be  drawn  and 
fent  to  them,  in  which  the  boundaries  of  the 
Province  ihould  be  delineated,  and  the   bell  Onvinai 

,  J  ,        •  T    ^     MS  order. 

accounts  anct  vouchers  procured  to  eluciaate 
it.  Cornmiilioners  v/ere  again  appointed  to 
meet  at  Newbury;  and  thole  from  New-onginai 
Hampihh'e  'vere  infcrudled  by  Lieutenant  JJ^^^^J^^^ 
Governor  Wentworth  to  confer  with  the  oth- 
ers ;  and  if  they  could  agreee,  in  fixing  the 
place  v/here  to  begin  the  line,  they  were  to 
report  accordingly  ;  but  if  noi:,  they  were  to 
proceed  e:<  ■parte ^  '  fetting  their  compafs  on 
'  the  north  iidc  of  the  mouth  of  rvlerrimack 
*  river  at  Ifip-h  wa^er  mark,  and  from  thence 
'  meafuring  three  miles  on  a  north  line,  and 
'from  the  end  of  the  hrfl  three  miles  on  a 
'  weft  line  into  the  country,  till  they  fhould 
'  meet  the  great  river  w^hich  runs  out  of 
'  Winipiiio2:ee  pond.'  To  this  idea  of  a  welt 
line,  the  Maflacliufetts  Commifiioners  objecl- 
ed  ;  and  defired  th3.t  the  cornmiiTion  of  the 
Governor  of  New-Ham pfiiire  might  be  fent 
to  Newbury,  which  was  refufed,  and  the 
conference  ended  without  any  agreement. 
Llowever,  a  plan  was  drawn  agreeably  to 
thefe  inilrudlions,  and  fent  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade  ;  and  Newman   the   Agent  w\as   in- 
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1719.  flrinfled  to  foliclt  for  a  confirmation  of  it. 
In  tliefe  inll:ru6lions,the  ideas  of  the  gentle- 
men in  government  are  more  fully  expreiled. 

Penhai.     The  du8  v/cft  line  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the 

'°'^'*'^^^' Province,  they  fappofed,  ought  to  extend  as 
far  as  MaiTachufetts  extended.  The  line  on 
the  northerly  fide  adjoining  to  the  Province 
ef  Maine,  they  fiippoied,  ought  to  be  dravs^n 
up  the  middle  of  the  river  Pifcataqna,  as  far 
as  the  tide  ilows  in  the  New^wichwannock 
branch  ;  and  thence  northweilward,  but 
whether  two  or  more  points  weftward  of 
north  v/as  left  for  further  confideration. 

Wliile  tliefe  things  were  in  agitation,  the 
Province  unexne-vfledly  received  an  acceflion 
of  inhabitants  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  A 
colony  of  Scots  prclbyterians  had  been  fettled 

Hume,  in  the  Province  of  UUler,  in  the  reign  of  James 
I ;  they  had  borne  a  large  fnare  in  the  fuffer- 
ings,  which  the  proteRants  in  that  unhappy 
country  nnderv/ent,  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I 
and  James  II ;  and  had  thereby  conceived  an 
ardent  and  inextAn^ulihable  thirfl  for  civil 
and  religious  liberty.  Notwithflanding  the 
peace  which  Ireland  had  enjoyed,  fince  the 
fubjeclion  of  the  Popifh  party  by  King  Wil- 
liam, fbme  ^enal'  laws  w^ere  flill  in  force  ; 
v/hich,  vdth  the  inconvenience  of  rents  and 
tithes,  made  thefe  people  wifa  for  a  lettle- 
ment  in  America  ;  where  they  might  be  free 
from  thefe  burthens  and  have  full  fcope  for 
their  induflry.     One  Plolmes,  a  young  man, 

fon  of  a  clergyman,  had  been  here  and  carri- 
es rfjohn    J  ,  p^       .7.  ,,     , 
Hsrvcy.     ecl  nouie  a  lavoraoie  report  oi    the  country, 

which  induced  his  father,  with  three  other 

preibyterian  Miniilers,   Ja:n.es   Macgregore, 

William  Cornwell,  and  William  Boyd,  and  a 
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large  munber  of  their  congregations,  to  re~    1719, 
folve  on  an  emigration.     Having  converted 
tlieir  lubftance  into  money,  they  embarked  ^^^^^ 
in  five  fliips,  and  about  one  hundred  families  1718. 
of  them  arrived  at  Boilon.     Cornwell,  with 
about  twenty  famiUes  more,  arrived  a  Cafco. 
They  immediately  petitioned  the  Aflembly 
of  MaiTchufetts  for  a  trad  of  land  ;  who  gave 
them  leave  to   look   out  a  fettle ment  of  fix 
miles  fquare,  in  any   of  the    unappropriated 
lands  at  the  eailward.    Aiier  a  f ruitlefs  fearch 
along  the  ihore,  finding  no  place  that  fuited 
them  there  ;  fixteen  fumilier.,  hearing  of  a 
tradl  of  good   land,   above  Haverhill,  called 
Nutfield  (from  the  great  number  of  chefnut 
and  walnut  trees  there)  and  being  informed 
that  it  was  not  appropriated,  determined  there 
to  take  up  their  grant ;  the  others  difperfed 
themfelves  into  various  parts  of  the  country. 
As  foon  as  the  fpring  opened,  the  men  went 

.   .,,       ^,       '^     --         ,     ,        ,      .        ^        .     April  II. 

from  Haverhill,  wnere  tney  leit  tneir  tami- 
lies,  and  built  fome  huts  near  a  brook  which 
falls  into  Beaver  River,  and  which  they  nam- 
ed Weft-running  brook.  The  firil  evening 
after  their  arrival,  a  fermon  was  preached  to 
them  under  a  large  oak,  which,  is  to  this  day 
regarded  with  a  degree  of  veneration.  As 
foon  as  they  could  coil  eel  their  families,  they 
called  Macgregore  to  be  their  miiiifter,  who 
fmce  his  arrival  in  the  country  had  preached 
at  Dracut.  A.t  the  firft  facrarnental  occafion, 
were  prefent  two  minifters  and  fixty-iive 
communicants.  Macgregore  continued  with 
them  till  his  death  ;  and  his  memory  is  ftill  J^^". '  ^'  ^ 
precious  among  them  :  He  was  a  wife,  afFec-^^aj?. 
tionate  and  faithful  guide  to  them,  both  in 
civil  and  religious  concerns.     Thefe  people 
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1719.  brought  with  them  the  nccefTary  materials 
for  the  manuf allure  of  Ihien  ;  and  their  fpin- 
niiig  wheels,  turned  by  the  foot,  were  a  nov- 
elty in  the  country.  They  alfo  introduced 
the  culture  of  potatoes,  which  were  firfl 
planted  in  the  garden  of  Nathaniel  V/alker  of 
Andover.  They  were  a.n  induflrious,  frugal 
and  confequently  thriving  people. 

They  met  with  fonie  difliculty  in  obtain- 
ing a  title  to  their  lands.  If  the  due  well  line 
between  the  Provinces  had  been  eilabliilied, 
it  would  have  paiTed  through  their  iettlement 
and  divided  it  between  Maiiachuletts  and 
New-Hampfhire  ;  but  the  curve  line,  follow- 
ing the  courfe  of  Merrimack  at  three  miles 
diftance,  v/ould  leave  them  unqueftionably 
in  New-Hamplhire.  This  was  the  idea  of 
the  General  Court  of  Maffachufetts,  who,  up- 
on applica-tion  to  them  for  a  confirmation  of 
their  former  grant,  declared  them  to  be  out 
of  their  jurifdiclion.  Among  the  many 
claimants  to  thefe  lands,  they  were  informed, 
that  CoL  Wheelwright  of  Wells  had  the  befl 
Indian  title,  derived  from  his  anceif  ors.  Sup- 
poling  this  to  be  valid  in  a  moral  view,  they 
followed  the  example  of  the  firfl:  fettlers  of 
New-England,  and  obtained  a  deed  of  ten 
miles  fquare,  in  virtue  of  the  general  licenfe 
granted  by  the  Indian  Sagamores  in  1629. 
To  prevent  diiliculty  from  Allen's  claim, 
they  applied  for  leave  of  fettlement  to  Col. 
uoirr'  Ulher,  who  told  them  that  the  land  was  in 
Mss.  difpute,  and  that  he  could  not  give  them 
leave,  but  that  he  fuppofed  they  might  fet- 
tle on  it,  if  they  would  hold  it  either  of  the 
King  or  of  Allen's  heirs,  as  the  cafe  might  be 
determined.     They  alfo  applied  to  the  Lieu- 
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tenant  Governor  of  New-Hampfliire,  who    1719. 

declined  making  them  a  grant  in  the  King's 

name  ;  but,  by  advice  of  Comicil,  gave  them 

a  protection,  and  extended  the  benefit  of  the 

law  to  them  ;  appointing   James   M'Kean  to 

be  a  Juflice  of  the  Peace,  and  Robert  Wier  a  Mmutes. 

Deputy  Sherifll 

Some  perfons  who  claimed  thefe  lands,  by    1720, 
virtue  of  a  deed  of  about  twenty  years  date, 
from  John,  an  Indian  Sagamore,  gave   them 
fome  diilurbance  ;  but,  having  obtained  what 
they  judged  a  fuperior  title,  and  enjoying  the 
prote(flion  of  government,  they  went  on  with 
their    plantation  ;  receiving  frequent   addi- 
tions of  their  countrymen,  as  well  as  others, 
till  in  1722,  their  tov^^n  was  incorporated  by  Harvey's 
the  name  of  Londonderry,  from  a  city  in  the  "^^^  ^'^^" 
north  of  Ireland,  in  and  near  to  which   moll  Mt;s. 
of  them  had  reiided  ;  and  in  which  fome  of 
them  had  ondured  the  hardihips  of  a  memo- 
rable fiege.* 

The  iettlement  of  thefe  emigrants,  on  the 
wade  lands,  opened  the  way  for  other  plan- 
tations.    Thole  v;ho  had  borne  the  burthens 

*John  Barr,  Williaoi  Cai(]wcll  and  Abraham  Blair,  with  feve'-sl  others 
who  had  fuffcici  in  this  C\^g^e^  arid  came  to  An; erica,  were  by  Kmg  VVil« 
Uffini'.*  fpecial  order  maijt  fret  of  raxes  throiieh  all  the  Britifti  dop  irions. 

This,  with  fcveral  other  circuirftaDces  rclatit'iT  to  thefe  people^  1  took 
from  a  maniifcript  letter  wrlrteo  (1729)  by  Mr.  John  Harvey,  fchool- 
Hjatkr  in  l-ondondcrry,  to  Mr.  Frifcc,  Ii.  the  fame  letter  wis  the  fol- 
lowing brief  account  of  ahc  fi-ge  above  lUrintiuf el.  •  Londoderry  was 
-'  beik-i;ed  near  half  a  year  (i68(/)  by  K.ncf  Ja^K's's    army,    w  hm  he   had 

*  all  Ireland  fubdued  but  Dciry  a.-iii  a  littic  jdce  hard  by.  The  btficged 
'deFtndeu  the  city,  n  oi>  of  them  brrir(T  pre(b)terian3,  till  they  were  vtry 
'  nvich  pinched  by  faniiuc,  that  a  do^^  head  wiis  fold  chea?  encoi^h  at  half 
•a  crown  ;  and  yet  God    fcpportsd  thcni  until    King  Williartj  fent    them 

*  relief  by  two  (hips  with  men  and  jrivifiotw  froaj  En^Unl  ;  at  which 
'  fight    before  the  fhipe  E'>t  up  to  'he  city  and    landed    their  men,  the  be- 

*  fiejrers  moved  their  cr>mp  and  fled  to  the  woft  cf  Ireland,  where  Cifcer- 
'  wards  two  bloody  battles  w^re  foiij.'ht  and  the  pf.^ifts  fuluhied. 

'  Two  things  further  (fayshr:)  1  l-.ave  to  tcI  ite  rcfp^ding  D-rry,  i.  The 
'  church  ofDcrry  is  fo  ftronply  built  with  itone  and  line  that  in  the  flce- 
"  p!e  they  had  a  cannon  Cx-d,  which  did  nuirc  hurt  to  the  Irifh  ariry  thnn 

*  fiK  upon  the  walls,     z.   There   was  one  Col.    Murray  in    the  fuge.      He 

*  and  3  patty  were  cut  agair.il  she  cnf-myj  aad  havug  got   the  ^dvanug£ 

E 
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1720.  and  diftrefTes  of  war,  in  defending  tlie  coun- 
try, had  long  been  circumfcribed  within  the 
limits  of  the  old  towns  ;  but  were  now  mul- 
tiplied, and  required  room  to  make  fettle- 
ments  for  their  children.  They  thought  it 
hard  to  be  excluded  from  the  privelege  of 
cultivating  the  lands,  which  they  and  their 
fathers  had  defended  ;  while  llrangers  were 
admitted  to  fit  down  peaceably  upon  them. 
Thele  were  weighty  reafons.  At  the  fame 
time  no  attempt  w^as  making,  by  any  of  the 
claimants,  to  determine  the  long  contefled 
point  of  property  ;  and  in  fa (51,  no  perfon 
could  give  a  clear  and  undifputed  title  to  any 
of  the  unfettled  lands. 

In  thefe  circumilances,  a  company  of  about 
one  hundred  perfons,  inhabitants  of  Portf- 
mouth,  Exeter  and  Haverhill,  petitioned  for 
liberty  to  begin  a  plantation,  on  the  norther- 

-.  (-^,  ly  part  of  the  lands  called  Nutfield.  Thefe 
w^ere  fooa  followed  by  petitioners  from  the 
other  towns,  for  the  lands  which  lay  contig- 
ous  to  them.  The  Governor  and  Council 
kept  the  petitions  fafpended  for  a  long  time, 
giving  public  notice  to  all  perfons  concerned 
to  make  their  objeclions.  In  this  time  the 
lands  were  furveyed,  and  the  limits    of  four 

'  ill  an  engapemtnt  with  them  a  mile  from  the  walls,  the  enemy's  General, 
*•  who  was  a  Frenchman,  ond  hf,  met  ;  and  having  boiTi  fired  their  piftol';, 
'  drew  their  (words,  and  the  General  having  a  coat  of  maii,  had  the  ad- 
'  vantage  of  Murray,  fo  thit  he  could  not  hurt  hitn.  At  length  Murray 
'  nbferving  that  there  was  no  touching  him  but  throngh  the  harncfs  in  hia 
'  face,  put  his  fvvord  in  through  the  bars  of  the  harncfs  and  killed  him.' 
Th(y  mild-;  a  great  flauiihtcr  that  day.' 

Nothing  was  more  t  ifenfive  to  thefe  emigrants  than  to  be  called  Irish. 
Macgregore  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Shute,  (1720)  fays  :  '  We  are  furpri- 
'  fed  to  hear  curfelvs  tern-ed  Irifh  people,  when  wc  fo  frequently  ventur- 
'  ed  onr  all  for  the  Brinfi)  Cro^n  and  liberties  3g:xi:;ft  the  IriHi  pupifls  ; 
"  and  ^'ave  all  tefts  of  cur  loyalty,  which  the  govrrnraent  of  Ireland  re- 
'quired   and  are  always  ready  to  do  the  fame  when  e*emanded.' 

The  people  of  this  country  did  not  undtrftand  the  diftindion  ;  nor  in 
facft  did  they  treat  thefe  grangers  with  comn-;on  decency  on  their  firft 
arrival.     The  grudge  fubliHed  a  long  time,  but  is  aow  worn  oat. 
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propofed  townfliips  determined  ;  and  die  peo-    1721. 
pie  were  permitted  to  build  and  plant  npon 
the  lands  '  provided  that  they  did  not  infringe  ^^^.,  ^^ 
'  on,  or  interfere  with,    any  former   grants,  ccund 
'pofreffions  or  properties.'     Some    of  thefe^^"^^*' 
lands   were  well  flocked  with   pine   trees  ; 
which  were  felled  in  great  abundance  ;   this 
occafioned  a  frefli  complaint  from  the  King's 
furveyor. 

At  length,  charters  being  prepared,  were  1722. 
figned  by  the  Governor;  by  wliich  four  town- 
fhips,  Chefter,  Nottingham,  Barrington  and  ^^'^  ^°' 
Rocheller  were  granted  and  incorporated. 
The  grants  were  made  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  who  was  conlidered  as  the  common 
guardian,  both  of  the  people  and  the  claim- 
ants ;  but  with  a  claufe  of  refervation, '  as  for 
as  in  us  Iks^  that  there  might  be  no  infringe- 
ment on  the  claims. 

The  figning  of  thefe  grants  was  the  laft  a(5l 
of  Government  performed  by  Shute  in  New- 
Hampihire.  A  violent  party  in  Maflachu- 
fetts  had  made  fuch  Ilrenuous  oppofition  to 
him  and  caufed  him  fo  much  vexation,  as 
rendered  it  eligible  for  him  to  afli  leave  to 
return  to  England.  He  is  fliid  to  have  been 
a  man  of  a  humane,  obliging  and  friendly 
difpofition  ;  but  having  been  ufed  to  mxilitary 
command,  could  not  bear  with  patience  the 
collilion  of  parties,  nor  keep  his  temper  when 
provoked.  Fond  of  eafe,  and  now  in  the  de- 
cline of  life,  he  would  gladly  have  fpent  his 
days  in  America  if  he  could  have  avoided 
controverfy.  The  people  of  New-Kamplhire 
were  fatisfied  with  his  adminiflration,  as  far 
as  it  refpedled  them  ;  and  though  they  did 
not  fettle  a  falary  on  him  as  on  his  prcdecef- 
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1 722.    for,  yet  they  made  him  a  grant  twice  in  the 
Affcmb!     J^^^-f    generally    amounting  to   a  hundred 
Ruoriis.     pounds,  and  paid  it  out  of  the  excife  v/hich 
was  voted  from  year  to  year.  This  was  more 
in  proportion,  than  he  received  from  his  oth- 
er government.     On  his  departure  for   Eng- 
^  ^2^     land,  which  was  very  fudden  and  unexpect- 
ed, Lieutenant  Governor   Wentworth,  took 
the  chief  command,  in  a  time  of  diftrefs  and 
perplexity  ;  the  country  being  then  involved 
in  another  w^ar  with  the  nativea. 
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CHAP.  XIV. 


Ths  fourth  Indian  IVar,  c:>mmonly  called  the  three  years  ivar,  or 
ZjoyEirELi's  ivar, 

1  O  account  for  the  frequent  wars 
■with  the  eaftern  Indians,  ufuaily  called  by 
the  French,  the  Abenaquis,  and  their  unftead- 
inefs  both  in  war  and  peace  ;  we  muft  ob- 
ferve,  that  they  were  fituated  between  the 
Colonies  of  two  European  nations,  who  were 
often  at  war  with  each  other,  and  who  pur- 
fued  very  different  ineafures  with  regard  to 
them. 

As  the  lands,  on  which  they  lived,  were 
Gomprehended  in  the  patents  granted  by  the 
crown  of  England,  the  natives  were  confider- 
ed  by  the  Englifh,  as  fubjecls  of  that  crown. 
In  the  treaties  and  conferences  held  v/ith  them,, 
they  were  fly  led  the  King's  fiibjedls  ;  when 
war  was  declared  againfl  them,  they  were 
called  rebels  ;  and  when  they  were  com  pel- 
led  to  make  peace,  they  fubfcribed  an  ac- 
knowledgement of  their  perfidy,  and  a  dec- 
laration of  their  fubmilTion  to  the  government,, 
without  any  jufl  ideas  of  the  meaning  of  thofe 
terms  ;  and  it  is  a  difficult  point,  to  deter- 
mine what  kind  of  fubje(fls  they  were. 

Befide  the  patents,  derived  from  the  Crown, 
the  Englifh  in  general  were  fond  of  obtaining 
from  the  Indians, deeds  of  fale  for  thofe  lands, 
on  which  tliey  were  difpofed  to  make  fettle- 
ments.  Some  of  thefe  deeds  vs^ere  executed 
with  legal  formality,  and  a  valuable  confider- 
ation  was  paid  to  the  natives  for  the  purchafe ; 
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Others  were  of  obfcure  and  uncertain  origi- 
nal ;  but  the  memory  of  fiich  tranfa(5lions 
was  foon  loft,  among  a  people  who  had  no 
written  records.  Lands  had  been  purchafed 
of  the  Indian  chiefs,  on  the  Rivers  Kenne- 
beck  and  St.  George,  at  an  early  period  ;  but . 
the  fucceeding  Indians  either  had  no  knowl- 
edge of  the  fales  made  by  their  anceftors,  or 
had  an  idea  that  fuch  bargains  were  not  bind- 
ing on  pofterity  ;  who  had  as  much  need  of 
the  lands,  and  could  ufe  them  to  the  fame 
pui'pofe  as  their  fathers.  At  firft,  the  Indians 
did  not  know  that  the  European  manner  of 
cultivating  lands,  and  erecting  mills  and 
dams,  would  drive  away  the  game  and  fifh, 
and  thereby  deprive  them  of  the  means  of 
fiibfiftence  ;  afterward,  finding  by  experience 
that  this  was  the  confequence  of  admitting 
foreigners  to  fettle  among  them,  they  repent- 
ed of  their  hofpitality,  and  were  inclined  to 
difpoffefs  their  new  neighbours,  as  the  only 
\vay  of  reftoring  the  country  to  its  priftine 
flate,  and  of  recovering  their  ufual  mode  of 
fubfiitence. 

They  were  extremely  offended  by  the  fet- 
tlements,  which  the  Eng]>'ih,  after  the   peace 
of  Utretcht,  made  on  the   lands  at   the  eaft- 
ward,  and  by  their  building  forts,  block  hou- 
fes  and  mills  ;  whereby  their  ufual  mode  of 
pafiing  the   rivers   and   carrying-places   was 
interrupted ;    and    they   could   not  believe, 
though  they  were  told  with  great  folemnity, 
oovernor   that  tliefe  fortificatious  were  erecfted  for  their 
fonf^i'cacc  defence  againft  invafion.     When  conferences 
1717-        were  held  with  them  on  this  fubje6l,  they  ei- 
ther denied  that  the  lands  had  been  fold,  or 
pretended   that  the    Sachems   had  exceeded 
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their  power  in  making  the  bargains  ;  or  had  J^fj^f^^i 
conveyed  lands   beyond    the    limits  of  their  Lovera's 
tribe  ;  or  that  the  Englifli  had  taken  advan-  '  *' 
tage  of  their  drmikennefs  to  make  them  fign 
the  deeds  ;  or  that  no  valuable  confideration 
had  been  given  for  the  purchafe.     No  argu- 
ments or  evidence  which  could  be  adduced 
would   fatisfy  them,  unlefs   the    lands  were 
paid  for  again  ;  and  had  this  been  done  once, 
their  pofterity  after  a  few  years  would  have 
renewed  the  demand. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  French  did  not  in  Atbc 
a  formal  manner  declare  them  fubje(5ls  of  the  ^^^°^ ' 
crovv'n  of  France  ;  but  every  tribe,  however 
fmall,  was  allowed  to  preferve  its  indepen- 
dence. Thofe  who  were  iituated  in  the  heart 
of  Canada  kept  their  lands  to  themfelves, 
which  were  never  folicited  from  them  ;  thofe 
who  dwelt  on  the  rivers  and  fliores  of  the 
Atlantic,  though  diilant  from  the  French 
Colonies,  received  annual  prelents  from  the 
King  of  France  ;  and  folitary  traders  relided 
with,  or  occaiionally  vifited  them  ;  but  no 
attempt  was  made  by  any  company  to  fettle 
on  their  lands. 

It  was  in  the  power  of  the  Englilh  to  fup- 
ply  them  Vv^ith  provilions,  arms,  ammunition, 
blankets  and  other  articles  which  they  want- 
ed, cheaper  than  they  could  purchafe  them  vti '- 
of  the  French.  Governor  Shutc  had  promif- 
ed  that  trading  houfes  fliould  be  eftabiifhed 
among  them*,  and  that  a  fmith  Ihould  be  pro- 
vided to  keep  their  arms  and  other  inflru- 
ments  in  repair  ;  but  the  unhappy  conten- 

♦  The  reader  is  defircd  to  corr^ft  a  miftake  in  the  firft  volume,  in- 
ftead  of  '  fruck  houfes  cttabiifhcd,*  read  '  it  was  »»  i>oflt  jaiplation  td  ef- 
tablifh  truck  heufe^/ 
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1717.  tions  between  the  Governor  and  AfTembly 
of  Mafiachiifetts  prevented  a  compliance  with 
this  engagement.  The  Indians  were  there- 
fore obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  impofitions  of 
private  traders,  or  to  feck  fiipplies  from  the 
French  ;  vvho  failed  not  to  join  with  them 
in  reproaching  the  Engliih  for  this  breach  of 
promife,  and  for  their  avidity  in  getting  away 
the  land. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  eaftern  parts  of 
New-England  were  not  of  the  bed  chara6ler 
for  religion,  and  were  ill  adapted  to  engage 
the  affections  of  the  Indians  by  their  exam- 
ple. The  frequent  hoflilities  on  this  quarter, 
not  only  kept  alive  a  fpirit  of  jealoufy  and 
revenge  in  individuals,  but  prevented  any 
endeavors  to  propagate  religious  knowledge 
among  the  Indians  by  the  government  ; 
though  it  was  one  of  the  conditions  of  their 
charter  ;  and  though  many  good  men  wiflied 
it  might  be  attempted.  At  length  Governor 
Shute,  in  his  conference  with  their  Sachems 
at  Arrowlic,  introduced  this  important  buil- 
nefs  by  offering  them  in  a  formal  manner, 
an  Indian  bible,  and  a  proteilant  miffionary  ; 
but  they  rejecfled   both,   faying    '  God   hath 

*  given  us  teaching  already,  and  if  we  lliould 

*  go  from  it  we  Ihould  difpleafe  him.'  He 
would  have  done  much  better  fervice,  and 
perhaps  prevented  a  war,  if  he  had  complied 
with  their  earned   dedre  to  fix  a  boundary, 

>idge  Sew.  beyond  which  the  Englidi  diould  not  extend 

'al'3   memo-    i      •       i-       i 

rial.         their  letticments. 

penhai-  ^  gentlcmau,  in  converfation  with  one  of 

bw'o  Mbs.  their  Sachems,  aiked  him  why  they  were  fo 

drongly  attached  to  the  French,  from  whom 

they  could  not  expc6l  to  receive  fo  much  ben- 
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efit  as  from  the  Englifli ;  the  Sachem  grave-    1717. 
ly  anfwered,  *  Becaufe  the  French  have  taught 
*  us  to  pray  to  God,  which  the  Enghih  never 
'  did.' 

It  has  been  obferved  in  the  former  part  of  „  ,  , 

^  vol.  1. 

this  work,  that  the  Jefuits  had  planted  them-  Page  ajj. 
felves  among  thefe  tribes.  They  had  one 
Church  at  Penobfcot,  and  another  at  Norridg- 
wog,  where  Sebailian  Ralle,  a  French  Jefuit, 
reiided.  He  was  a  man  of  good  fenfe,  learn- 
ing and  addrefs,  and  by  a  compliance  v\^ith 
their  mode  of  life,  and  a  gentle,  condefcend- 
ing  deportment,  had  gained  their  affections 
fo  as  to  manage  them  at  his  pleafure.  Know- 
ing the  power  of  fu perdition  over  the  favage 
mind,  he  took  advantage  of  this,  and  of  their 
prejudice  againil  the  Englifh,  to  promote  the 
caufe,  and  flrengthen  the  intereft  of  the 
French  among  them.  He  even  made  the  of- 
fices of  devotion  fcrve  as  incentives  to  their 
ferocity,  and  kept  a  flag,  in  which  was  de- 
picfted  a  crofs,  furroundcd  by  bows  and  ar- 
rows, which  he  vifed  to  hoift  on  a  pole,  a.t  the 
door  of  his  church,  Vv^hen  he  gave  them  ab-  HewEngr 
folution,  previoully  to  their  engaging  in  any  [.3"^  ^^"' 
warlike  enterprife.  »^o. 

With  this  Jefuit,  the  Governor  of  Canada 
held  a  clofe  correfpondence  ;  and  by  him 
was  informed  of  every  thing  tranfa(fted  a- 
mong  the  Indians.  By  this  means,  their  dif-  • 
content  with  the  Englilli,  on  account  of  the 
fettlements  made  at  the  eallward,  was  height- 
ened and  inflamed  ;  and  they  received  every 
encouragement,  to  aflert  their  title  to  the 
lands  in  queftion,  and  moled  the  fettlers,  by 
killing  their  cattle,  burning  their  flacks  of 
hay,  robbing  and  infulting  them.     Thefe  in- 

F 
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1720.  folencles  dlfcouraiged  the  people,  and  cauled 
many  of  them  to  remove.  The  garrifons 
were  then  reinforced  ;  and  fcouting  parties 
were  ordered  into  the  eaftern  quarter,  mider 
the  command  of  Col.  Shadrach  Walton.  By 
this  appearance  of  force,  the  Indians,  who 
dreaded  the  power  of  the  Englifli,  w-ere  re- 
ilrained  from  open  hoftilities.  They  had 
frequent  parleys  with  the  commanders  of 
forts,  and  with  commiffioners  wdio  vifited 
them  occafionally  ;  and  though  at  firfi:  they 
feemed  to  be  refolute  in  demanding  the  re- 
moval of  the  Englilh,  declaring  that  *  they 
Captain  '  had  fought  for  the  land  three  times,  and 
.Ws'mss.  '  would  iight  for  it  again  ;'  yet  when  they 
were  told  that  there  was  no  alternative  but 
perfect  peace  or  open  war,  and  that  if  they 
chofe  peace  they  mud  forbear  every  kind  ot 
infult,  they  feemed  to  prefer  peace  ;  and  ei- 
ther pretended  ignorance  of  what  had  been 
done,  or  promifed  to  make  inquiry  into  it ; 
and  as  an  evidence  of  their  good  intentions, 
offered  a  tribute  of  fliins,  and  delivered  up 
four  of  their  young  men  as  hoftages. 

This  proceeding  was  highly  difreliflied  by 
the  Governor  of  Canada  ;  V\^ho  renewed  his 
eiForts  to  keep  up  the  quarrel,  and  fccretly 
promifed  to  fupply  the  Indians  with  arms 
and  ammunition  ;  though  as  it  was  a  time 
of  peace  between  the  two  crowns,  he   could 

The  New^-England  Governments,  though 
highly  incenfed,  were  not  cafdy  perfuaded  to 
confent  to  a  war.  The  difpute  was  between 
the  Indians  and  the  proprietors  of  the  eaftern 
lands,  in  which  the  public  were  not  diredlly 
intereftcd.     No  blood  had  as  yet  been  flied. 
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Canfeau  had  been  furprifed  and  plundered,    1  i  ^0. 
and  fome  people  killed  there  ;  but  that  was 
in  the   government   ot  Nova-Scotia.     Ralle 
was  regarded  as  the  principal  inftigator  of  the 
Indians  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  it  he  could 
be  taken  off  they  would  be  quiet.     It   was 
once   propofedto    fend   the  Sheriff  of  York 
County  with  a  poffe  of  one  hundred  and  fitty 
men,  to  feize  and  bring  him  to  Bofton  ;  but    17^L 
this  was  not  agreed   to.     The  next  fummer, 
Ralle  in  company  with  Caftine  from  Penob- 
fcot,  and   Croifil  from  Canada,   appeared  a-  ^^^^^ 
mong  the  Indians,  at  a  conference  lield  on  Ar-  ' 
rowhc  Ifland,  with  Capt.  Penhallcw,  the  com- 
mander of  the  garrifon,  and  brought  a  letter 
w^ritten  in  the  name  of  the  feveral   tribes  of 
Indians,  direded  to    Governor    Shute ;    m 
which  it  was  declared,  '  that  if  the  Enghin 
<  did  not  remove  in  three  weeks,  they  would 
'  kill  them  and  their  cattle,  and   burn   then' 
«  houfes.*     An    additional    guard    was    lent 
down  ;  but  the  government,  loth  to  come  to 
a  rupture,  and  dehrous  if  poffible  to  treat  with 
the  Indians  feparately  from  the  French  emif- 
faries,  invited   them   to  another  conference, 
which  invitation  they  treated  with  neglea. 

In  the  fucceeding  winter,  a  party  under 
Col.  Thomas  Weilbrooke  was  ordered  to  Nor- 
idgwog  to  feize  Ralle.  They  arrived  at  the 
village  undifcovered,  but  before  they  could 
furround  his  houfe,  he  efcaped  into  the  woods, 
leaving  his  papers  in  his  ftrong  box,  which 
they  brought  off  without  doing  any  other 
damage.  Among  thefe  papers  were  his  let-^ 
ters  of  correfpondence  with  the  Governor  oi 
Canada,  by  which  it  clearly  appeared,  that 
he  was  deeply  engaged  in  exciting   the  In- 
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1722.    diaiis  to  a  rupture,  and  had  promifed  to  aiTift 
them. 

This  attempt  to  feize  their  fpiritual  father, 
could  not  long  be  unrevenged.     The   next 
Pe"nh^d"i-    fummer  they  took  nine  families  fromMerry- 
]o^\  indi-  meeting  bay,  and  after  difmifling  fome  of  the 
8j.     '  "  prifoners,  retained  enough  to  fecure  the  re- 
demption of  their  hoftages  and  fent  them  to 
Canada.     About  the  fame  time  tliey  made  an 
attempt  on  the  fort  at  St.  George's  ;  but  were 
repulfed  with  conhderable   lofs.     They  alfo 
furprifed  fome  fiihing    veffels  in  the  eaflern 
harbours  ;  and  at  length  made  a  furious  at- 
tack on  the  town  of  Brunfwick,  which  they 
deftroyed.     This  action  determined  the  gov- 
ernment to  ilTue  a  declaration  of  war  againft 
them,  which  was  ptiblilhed  in  form  at  Bofton 
July  sj-     and  Portfmouth. 

New-HampHiire  being  feated  in  the  bofom 
of  Mafllichufetts,  had  the  fame  intereft  to 
ferve,  and  bore  a  proportionable  Ihare  of  ail 
thefe  tranfadylions  and  the  expenfes  attending 
them.  Walton,  who  firfl  commanded  the 
forces  fent  into  the  eafkern  parts,  and  Weft- 
brooke,  who  fucceeded  him,  as  well  as  Pen- 
hallow,  the  commander  of  the  fort  at  Arrow- 
iic,  were  New-Hamplhire  men ;  the  two  for- 
mer were  of  the  Council.  A  declaration  of 
war  being  made,  the  enemy  were  expelled  on 
every  part  of  the  frontiers  ;  and  the  Afl'em- 
bly  were  obliged  to  concert  meafares  for  their 
fecurity,  after  an  interval  of  peace  for  about 
ten  years. 

The  ufual  route  of  the  Indians,  in  their 
inarches  to  the  frontiers  of  New-Hampfliire, 
was  by  the  way  of  Winipifeogee  lake.  The 
diftance  from  Cochecho  falls  in  the  town  of 
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Dover,  to  tiie  foutlieaft  bay  of  that  lake,  is  1722. 
about  thirty  miles.  It  was  thought  that  if  a 
road  could  be  opened  to  that  place,  and  a  fort 
built  there,  the  enemy  v^rould  be  prevented 
from  coming  that  way.  Orders  were  accor- 
dingly iffaed,  and  a  party  of  two  hundred 
and  fifty  men  were  employed  in  cutting 
down  the  woods  for  a  road  ;  but  the  expenfe 
fo  far  exceeded  the  benefit  which  could  be 
expe(fled  from  a  fort  a.t  fuch  a  diftance,  in 
the  wildernefs,  to  be  fupplied  with  provlfions 
and  ammunition  by  land  carriage,  which 
might  eafily  be  interrupted  by  the  enemy,  Aff^-mMy 
that  the  deiign  was  laid  afide,  and  the  old 
method  of  defence  by  fcouts  and  garrifons 
was  adopted.  Lieutenant  Governor  Went- 
worth,  being  Commander  in  Chief  in  Shute's 
abfencc,  was  particularly  careful  to  fupply 
the  garrifons  with  flores,  and  vifit  them  in 
perfon,  to  fee  that  the  duty  was  regularly  per- 
formed ;  for  which,  and  other  prudent  and 
faithful  fervlces,  he  frequently  received  the 
acknowledgments  of  the  AiTembly  and  grants 
of  money,  generally  amounting  to  one  hun- 
dred pounds  at  every  feffion,  and  fometimes 
more.  They  alio  took  care  to  inlift  men  for  . 
two  years,  and  to  eftablilh  the  wages  of  offi- 
cers and  foldiers  at  the  following  rates  ;  a 
Captain,  at  feven  pounds  per  month  ;  a  Lieu- 
tenant, four  pounds  ;  a  Sergeant,  fifty-eight 
fliillings  ;  a  Corporal,  forty-five  fhillings,  and 
a  private,  forty  fliillings.  A  bounty  of  one 
hundred  pounds  was  offered  for  every  Indian 
fcalp.  The  difference  between  the  currency 
and  ilierling,  was  two  and  an  half  for  one. 

The  firft  appearance  of  the  enemy  in  New-    ,  ^^^ 
Hampfliire,  was  at  Dover  ;  where  they  fur- 
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prifed  and  killed  Jofeph  Ham,  and*  took  three 
of  his  children  ;  the  reft  of  the  family  efca- 
ped  to  the  garrifon.  Soon  after  they  waylaid 
the  road,  and  killed  Triftram  Pleard.  Their 
next  onfet  was  at  Lamprey  River,  where  they 
killed  Aaron  Rawlins  and  one  of  his  children, 
taking  his  wife  and  three' children  captive.* 

The  next  fpring  they  killed  James  Nock, 
one  of  the  elders  of  the  church  at  Oyfter  Riv- 

as  he  was    returning    on  horfeback  frona 


ei 


•  *  This  Aaron  Rawlins  (whofc  wife  was  a  daughter  of  Edwrni  Tay- 
lor, who  was  killed  by  the  Indians  1704)  lived  upi5n  the  plantation  left 
by  Taylor,  about  half  a  mile  weft  from  Lamprey  River  landing,  at  the. 
lower  fall»  on  Pifcafick  River.  The  pe«ple  there  at  that  time,  common- 
ly retired,  at  niji(ht,  to  the  garrircned  hcufes  and  returned  home  in  the 
day  time  ;  but  that  night  they  neglecScd  to  retire  ap  ufual.  His  brother 
Saniuel  alfo  lived  about  half  a  mile  diftaiu  on  the  fame  river.  It  feem« 
the  Indian  fcout  confifleJ  of  eighteen,  who  probably  had  been  reconnoit- 
ertng  fome  time^  and  intended  to  have  deftroyed  both  the  families  and 
for  that  purpofe  'livided,  and  nine  went  to  each  houfe  ;  but  the  party  that 
went  to  Sacnuel  R  iwlina's,  beating  in  the  window,  and  finding  the  fami- 
ly pone,  immcdiarely  joined  their  companions,  who  were  engaged  at 
Aaron's.  His  wife  ,f  ent  out  at  the  door,  perhaps  fooncr  than  they  would 
otherwife  have  -fruited  the  houfe,  and  was  imroediarely  ftized,  and  one 
or  two  of  her  children  who  followed  her.  Her  hufjjnel  being  alarmed, 
fecured  the  door  before  they  could  enter,  and  wi  h  his  eldefl  daughter,' 
ab  ut  twelve  years  old,  Hood  upon  his  defence,  repeatedly  Bring  wherev- 
er they  attempted  to  enter,  and  at  the  fame  time  calling  carnefHy  to  his 
nfi;|hbori  for  help  ;  hut  the  people  in  the  fcveral  j^.irrifoncd  houfes  near^ 
apprehending  from  ths  noife  and  inceCTant  firing,  the  number  of  the  ene- 
my to  be  greater  than  they  ♦^c'^c  and  expeiilinp  ev-rv  moment  to  be  at- 
taeked  iliCtnfelve?,  did  not  venture  to  coiie  to  his  .ifiiftance.  Having  for 
fome  time  bravely  wirhftood  fuch  unequal  force,  he  was  at  laft  killed  by 
their  random  fliots  through  the  houfe,  which  they  then  bn  ke  open,  and 
killed  hi^  daughter.  They  Jcalped  him,  and  cut  ofT  his  daughter's  head, 
either  through  bafle,  or  probably  being  enraged  againft  her,  on  account  of 
the  afliilancc  fne  hail  afiforficd  her  father  in  th  ir  defence,  which  evident- 
ly appeared  by  her  hands  being  foiled  with  powder.  His  wife  and  two 
childrenj  a  fou  and  a  daughter,  they  carried  to  Canada  :  The  woman 
was  redeemed  in  a  few  years  The  fon  was  adopted  by  the  Indians,  and 
lived  with  them  all  his  days  ,  he  c  atre  into  Pennyccok  with  the  Indians 
after  the  jeacpj  and  exprefr;d  to  feme  people  with  whom  he  co-.tverfed^ 
much  rtfeiitment  againft  his  uncle  Samuel  Rawlins,  on  fuppofing  be  had 
detained  from  hismrther  fome  property  left  by  his  father,  hut  manifeficd 
aodefire  of  returning  to  Ne*market  again.  The  daughter  married  with 
3  Frencbniat),  a.-id  t-hen  flie  was  near  fjxty  years  old^  returned  with  her 
hufb.ind  to  her  n.Ttivc  clacc,  in  espedlation  of  recovering  the  patrimony 
Tae  conceived  was  lef;  at  the  death  of  her  father  :  But  the  eftate  having 
he.-n  fold  by   her  grandfather  Taylor's    adminiftra:«r,  they  were  difap- 

pcinted,  and  after  a  year  or  two  went  back  to  Canada.' 
This  account  was  colltded  from    fome    of  the    furviving   fufferers,  and 

©th  :r  aged  perlons  who  were  wicnciTss  of  thefcenej  by  WetJtwonh   Chcf- 

wellj  Ef<j.  of  Nswmaiket. 
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fettlng  his  beaver  traps  in  the  woods.     Soon    1724. 
after  they  appeared  at  Kingflon,  where  they  j^^^  ^^ 
took  Peter  Colcord  and  Ephraim  Stevens,  and  MsofRtv, 
tvv^o    children  of  Ebenezer  Stevens.     They  ciark. 
were  purfued  by  fcouts   from  Kingflon  and 
Londonderry,  but   in  vain.     Colcord  made 
his  efcape  in  about  fix  months,  and  received 
a  gratuity  of  ten  pounds  from  the  AfTembly, 
for  his  '  courage  and  ingenuity,  and  for  the  ^^^^^ 

*  account  he   gave  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Records. 

*  enemy.' 

On  a  fabbath  day  they  ambuflied  the  road  ^'^  ^^' 
at  Oyfler  River,  and  killed  George  Chefley,  Perhaiiow 
and  mortally  wouncjed  Elizabeth  Burnham,  Adams^. 
as  they  were  returning  together  from  public 
woriliip.     In  a  few  days  more,  five   Indians  ^""*^  *' 
took  Thomas  Smith  and  John  Carr  at  Chef-  ^ew-Eng, 

,  ,  -  land  Cou- 

ter  ;  and  atcer  carrymg    them   about   thirty  raot. 
miles,  bound  them  and  lay  down    to   fleep  ; 
the  captives  efcaped,  and  in  three  days  arriv- 
ed fafe  at  a  garrifon  in  Londonderry. 

The  fettlements  at  Oyfter  River  being  very 
much  expofed  ;  a  company  of  volunteers 
under  the  command  of  Abraham  Benwick, 
who  went  out  on  the  encouragement  offered 
by  the  government  for  fcalps,  were  about 
marching  to  make  difcoveries.  It  happened* 
that  Mofes  Davis,  and  his  fon  of  the  fame  June  la. 
name,  being  at  work  in  their  corn  field,  went 
to  a  brook  to  drink,  where  they  difcovered 
three  Indian  packs.  They  immediately  gave 
notice  of  this  difcovery  to  the  volunteer  com- 
pany, and  went  before  to  guide  them  to  the 
fpot.  The  Indians  had  placed  themfelves  in 
ambufli  ;  and  the  unhappy  father  and  fon 
were  both  killed.  The  company  then  fired,  p^nhaiiow, 
killed  one  and  wounded  two  others,  who  ^" ''''' 
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1724.  made  their  efcape,  though  they  were  pnrfued 
and  tracked  by  their  blood  to  a  conliderable 
diilance.  The  flain  Indian  was  a  perfon  of 
diftindlion,  and  wore  a  kind  of  coronet  of 
fcarlet  dyed  fur,  with  an  appendage  of  four 
fmall  bells,  by  the  found  of  which  the  others 
might  follow  him  through  the  thickets.  His 
hair  was  remarkably  foft  and  fme  ;  and  he 
had  about  him  a  devotional  book  and  a  muf- 
ter-roll  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  Indians  ; 
from  which  circumflances  it  was  fuppofed 
that  he  was  a  natural  fon  of  the  Jefuit  Ralle, 

^°^^^^^'  by  an  Indian  woman  who  had  ferved  him  as 

ams  s  MS.  -i  i        r  -r     '       r      i 

a  laundrefs.     His  fcalp  was  prefented  to  the 

ABcmh]y    Lieutenant  Governor  in  Council,  by  Robert 

jJne  it     Burnham,  and  the  promifed  bounty  was  paid 

to  Capt.  Francis  Matthews,   in  trufl  for  the 

company. 

Within  the  town  of  Dover  w^ere  many 
families  of  Quakers  ;  who,  fcrupling  the  law- 
fulnefs  of  war,  could  not  be  perfuaded  to  ufe 
any  means  for  their  defence  ;  though  equal- 
ly expofed  with  their  neighbours  to  an  ene- 
my who  made  no  diftin6lion  between  them. 
One  of  thefe  people,  Ebenezer  Downs,  was 
taken  by  the  Indians,  and  was  grofsly  infult- 
ed  and  abufed  by  them,  becaufe  he  refufed 
to  dance  as  the  other  prifoners  did,  for  the 
diveriion  of  their  favage  captors.  Another 
of  them,  John  Hanfon,  who  lived  on  the  out- 
fide  of  the  town,  in  a  remote  fituation,  could 
not  be  perfuaded  to  remove  to  a  garrifon, 
though  he  had  a  large  family  of  children.  A 
party  of  thirteen  Indians,  called  French  Mo- 
hawks, had  marked  his  houfe  for  their  prey  ; 
and  lay  feveral  days  in  ambufli,  waiting  for 
an  opportunity  to  affault  it.     While  Hanfon 
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with  his  el  deft  daughter  were  gone  to  attend  1724. 
the  weekly  meeting  of  friends,  and  his  two  June  a?, 
eldeft  fons  were  at  work  in  a  meadow  at  fome 
diftance  ;  the  Indians  entered  the  houfe,  kil- 
led and  fcalped  two  fmall  children,  and  took 
his  wife,  with  her  infant  of  fourteen  days  old, 
her  niu-fe,  two  daughters  and  a  fon,  and  after 
rifling  the  houfe  carried  them  off.  This  was 
done  fo  fuddenly  and  fecretly,  that  the  firft 
perfon  who  difcovered  it  was  the  eldeft  daugh- 
ter at  her  return  from  the  meeting  before  her 
father.  Seeing  the  two  chiklren  dead  at  the 
door,  ilie  gave  a  Ihriek  of  diftrefs,  which  was 
diftinclly  heard  by  her  mother,  then  in  the 
hands  of  the  enemy  among  the  bullies,  and 
by  her  brothers  in  the  meadow.  The  people 
being  alarmed,  went  in  purfuit  ;  but  the  In- 
dians cautiouily  avoiding  all  paths,  went  off 
with  their  captives  undifcovered.  After  this 
difafter  had  befallen  his  fimily,  Hanfon  re- 
moved the  remainder  of  them  to  the  houfe  of 
his  brother  ;  who,  though  of  the  fame  relig- 
ious perfuaaon ;  yet  had  a  number  of  lufty 
fons,  and  always  kept  his  fire-arms  in  good 
order,  for  the  purpofe  offhooting  game.* 

Thefe  and  other  infolencies  of  the  enemy 
being  daily  perpetrated  on  the  frontiers,  cau- 
fed  the  governments  to  refolve   on  an  expe- 

•  This  '?ccount  is  given  as  col'<'(9erl  from  fhe  informafion  of  the  fanii!y« 
A  narrative  of  th^ir  dilTreff.'S  U  in  print.  The  woman,  iV.oiiS:;h  of  a  len- 
der conilitution  had  a  firm  aid  V't^oroas  tnind^  and  piiiT.d  throut^h  the 
vsrious  hardfiiips  of  an  Indian  captivity,  *itb  muth  rrfolistion  and  patience. 
When  her  milk  fai'e '^  fli..-  fjppdrtcu  her  infant  with  wafer,  which  (hs 
warmsd  in  her  mourh,  and  i^r^pped  on  ber  breat},  till  the  fquaws  tduijhc 
h«;r  to  hear  the  he'Del  of  walrjuts  and  bo'l  ir  with  bruifc!  corn,  whicb 
proveJ  a  nouriOiitig  fooH  for  her  bahc.  They  were  all  foid  to  thf  Fiench 
in  Canada.  H*r(on  went  the  next  'pring  and  redeetned  hvs  wii'c,  the 
three  yownger  childrs-n  and  the  nurfc  but  he.  could  not  ohtain  the  elder 
d^i.igV'ter  of  fevcnteen  yenrs  old,  tbo'igh  he  faw  and  converfed  with  her. 
He  alfo  redcerned  Elcn'Z;r  Downs.  He  .Tiadc  a  fccosid  attempt  in  1727* 
but  (iied  at  Grown-poMi  ^  vn  his  way  to  Canada,  The  girl  v^as  married 
if)  a  Ftecchman,  aod  ucvtr  ceturaci. 

G 
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1724.    dition  to'Norridgwog.     The  Captaias  Moul- 
ton  and  Harm  an,  both  of  York,  each  at  the 
head  of  a  company  of  one  hundred  men,  ex- 
"^"^^  ^^'  ecuted  theu'  orders  with  great  addrefs.    They 
completely  invefled   and  furprifed  that  vil- 
iiatcMnfon  lage  ;  killed  the  obnoxious  Jefuit  with  about 
eighty  of  his    Indians  ;  recovered  three  cap- 
tives ;  deflroyed   the    chapel,    and   brought 
away  the  plate  and  furniture  of  the  altar,  and 
the  devotional  flag,  as  trophies  of  their  vicSlo- 
hnlS    ^y'     ^^^^^  ^^^^  then  in  the  fixty-eighth  year 
rant.         of  liis  age,  and  had  refided  in  his  miflion  at 
Norridgwog  twenty- fix  years  ;  having  before 
M<^.cf       fpent  lix  years  in  travelling  among  the  Indi- 
amf.   ^'^'  ^1^  nations,  in  the  interior  parts  of  America. 
The  parties  of  Indians  who  were  abroad, 
continued  to  ravage  the  frontiers.     Two  men 
being  miffing  from   Dunftable,  a  fcout  of  e- 
leven  went  in  quefl  of  them  ;  they  were  fired 
^^  ^  ^       upon  by  thirty   of  the  enerny,    and  nine  of 
k-v-Eng.  them  were  killed  :  The  other  two  made  their 
rant.  ^''"    efcape,  though  one  of  them  was  badly  woun- 
ded.    Afterward  another  company  fell  into 
Pcnhaiiow,  their  ambulh  and  engaged  them  ;  but  the 

page  io6.         ,     1      •  r  •         •    ^  i 

^  "  enemy  being  luperior  m  number  overpower- 

ed them,  killed  one  and  wounded  four,  the 

s«pt.7.  YeH  retreated.  At  Kingflon,  Jabez  Colman 
and  his  fon  Jofeph,  were  killed  as  they  were 
at  work  in  their  field.  The  fuccefs  of  the 
forces  at  Norridgwog  and  the  large  premium 
offered  for  fcalps,  having  induced  feveral  vol- 
unteer companies  to  go  out,  they  vifi:ed  one 
after  another  of  the  Indian  villages,  but  found 
them  deferted.  The  fate  of  Norridgwog  had 
Itruck  fuch  a  terror  into  them,  that  they  did 
not  think  themfelves  hfe  at  any  of  their 
former  places   of  abode,  and  occupied  them 
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as  refting  places  only,  when  they  were  fcout-    1724* 
ing  or  hunting. 

One  of  thefe  volunteer  companies,  under 
the  command    of  Capt.    John    Lovewell    of  pe^hjUo^ 
Dunftable,  was  greatly  diftinguiihed,  firft  by  page  107. 
their  fuccefs  and  afterward  by  their  misfor- 
tunes.     This  company  confided    of  thirty  ; 
at  their  firfl  excuriion   to  the  northward  of 
Winipifeogee  lake,  they  difcovered  an  Indian  p^^.^  ^^ 
wigwam  in  which  were  a  man  and   a  boy. 
They  killed  and  fcalped  th>.^  man  and  brought 
the  boy  alive  to  Boflon,  where  they  received 
the  reward,  promifed  by  law,  and  a  handfome 
gratuity  befides. 

By  this  fuccefs  his  company  was   augmen- 
ted to   feventy.     They   marched  again,  and 
vifiting  the  place  where  they  had  killed  the  n,  England 
Indian,  found  his  body  as  they  had  left  it  two  couraac. 
months  before.    Their  provifion  falling  Ihort,    1725. 
thirty  of  them  were  difmiired  by  lot  and  re-  ms  of 
turned.     The    remaining    forty     continued  ^"^f  ^'^" 
their  march    till   they    difcovered    a    track, 
which  they  followed  till  they  faw  afmoke  ju(l  Feb.  20, 
before  funfet,  by  which  they  judged  that  the 
enemy  were  encamped  for  the  night.     They 
kept  themfelves  concealed  till  after  midnight ; 
Vvrhen  they  filently  advanced,  and  difcovered 
ten  Indians   afieep,  round  a  fire,  by  the  fide 
of  a  frozen  pond.     Lovewell  now  determined 
to  make    fure  work  ;    and  placing  his   men 
conveniently,  ordered  part  of  them  to  fire, 
five  at  once,  as  quick  after  each  other  as  pof- 
fible,  and  another  part  to  referve  then*  fire  : 
He  gave  the  fignal,  by  firing  his   own  gun, 
which  killed  two  of  them  ;  the  men  firing 
according  to  order,  killed  five   more   on  the 
fpot ;  the  other  three  llarting  up  from  their 
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172^.  fleep,  two  of  them  were  immediately  fhot 
dead  by  the  referve  ;  the  other,  though 
wounded,  attempted  to  efcape  by  crofling 
the  pond,  but  was  feized  by  a  dog  and  held 
fad  till  they  killed  him.  Thus  in  a  few  min- 
utes the  whole  company  was  /leflroyed,  and 
fome  attempt  againfl  the  frontiers  of  New- 
Hampihire  prevented  ;  for  thefe  Indians  were 
marching  from  Canada,  well  f  urnifhed  with 
new  guns,  and  plenty  of  ammunition  ;  they 
had  alfo  a  number  of  fpare  blankets,  mocka- 
feens  and  fnow-ilioes  for  the  accommodation 

penhaiiow,  of  the  prifoucrs  whom  they  expected  to  take, 

page  no.  ^^^^  Y^TQYQ  within  two  days  march  of  the  fron- 
tiers. The  pond  where  this  exploit  was  per- 
formed is  at  the  head  of  a  branch  of  Salmon- 
fall  River,  in  tlie  townfhip  of  Wakefield,  and 
has  ever  fince  borne  the  name  of  Lovewell's 
pond.  The  adlion  is  ipoken  of  by  elderly 
people,  at  this  diilance  of  time,  with  an  air 
of  exultation  ;  and  confidering  the  extreme 
difficulty  of  finding  and  attacking  Indians  iu 
the  woods,  and  the  judicious  manner  in  which 
they  were  fo  completely  furprifed,  it  was  a 
capital  exploit. 

The  brave   company,  with  the   ten  fcalps 

feb.  24.  fi-ietched  on  hoops,  and  elevated  on  poles, 
entered  Dover  in  triumph,  and  proceeded 
thence  to  Bofion  ;  where  they  received  the 
bounty  of  one  hundred  pounds  for  each,  out 
of  the  public  treafury. 
9.  Encouragedby  this  fuccefs,Lovew^ell  march- 
ed a  third  time  ;  intending  to  attack  the  vil- 

Apiii  16.    lages  of  Pigwacket,  on  the   upper  part  of  the 

river  Saco,  which  had  been  the  refidence  of 

^    a  formidable  tribe,  and  vvrhich   they  ftill  oc- 

Memoits.    cafionally   inhabited.     His  company  at  this 
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time  confifted  of  forty-fix,  including  a  chap-    1125. 
lain  and  furgeon  :    Two  of  them  proving 
lame,  returned  :  Another  falling  fick,  they 
halted  and  built  a  flockade  fort  on  the  well 
fide  of  great    Oifapy  pond  ;  partly   for   the 
accommodation  of  the  fick  man,   and  partly 
•  for  a  j'lace  of  retreat  in  cafe  of  any  misfortune. 
Here  the  furgeon  was  left  with  the  fick  man, 
and  eight  of  the  company  for  a  guard.     The 
number   was    now  reduced    to  thirty-four. 
Purfuing  their  march  to  the  northward,  they 
came    to  a   pond,  about    twenty-two*  miles 
diftant  from  the  fort,  and  encamped  by  the 
fide  of  it.     Eearly  the  next  morning,    while  ^^y  ^ 
at  their  devotions,  they  heard  the  report  of  a 
gun,  and  difcovered  a  fingle  Indian,  Handing 
on  a  point  of  land,  which  runs  into  the  pond, 
more  than  a  mile   diftant.     They  had    been 
alarmed  the  preceding  night  by  noifes  round 
their  camp,  which  they  imagined  were  made 
by  indians,  and  this  opinion  was  now  ftrength- 
ened.     They  fufpecfled  that  the  Indian  was 
placed  there  to  decoy  them,  and  that  a  body 
of  the  enemy  was  in  their  front.     A  confult- 
ation  being  held,   they  determined  to  march 
forward,  and  by  encompafTing  the  pond,  to 
gain  the  place  v.diere  the   Indian  fhood  ;  and 
that   they  might  be  ready   for  ad:ion,  they 
difencumbered  themfelves  of  their  packs,  and 
left  them,  vv^thout  a  guard,  at  the  northeafl 
end  of  the  pond,  in  a  pitch-pine  plain,  where 
the  trees  were    thin  and  the  brakes,  at   that 
time  of  the   year,   fmall.     It  happened   that 
Lovewell's   march   had    crolTed   a  carrying- 
place,  by  which  two  parties  of  Indians,  con- 

♦  The  printed  accounts  foy  ToarT  i  it  is  probable  that   the  march  was 
circuitous. 
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1125,  filling  of  forty  one  men,  commanded  by  Pau- 
giis  and  Wahwa,  who  had  been  fcouting 
down  Saco  river,  were  returning  to  the  low- 
er village  of  Pigwacket,  ditlant  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  this  pond.  Having  fallen 
on  his  track,  they  followed  it  till  they  came 
to  the  packs,  which  they  removed  ;  and 
counting  them,  found  the  number  of  his  men 
to  be  lefs  than  their  own  :  They  therefore 
placed  themfelves  in  ambufli,  to  attack  them 
on  their  return.  The  Indian  who  had  flood 
on  the  point,  and  was  returning  to  the  village, 
by  another  path,  met  them,  and  received  their 
fire,  which  he  returned,  and  wounded  Love- 
v\'ell  and  another  with  fmalllhot.  Lieuten- 
ant Wyman  firing  again,  killed  him,  and  they 
took  his  fcalp.*  Seeing  no  other  enemy, 
they  returned  to  the  place  Vvdiere  they  had 
left  their  packs,  and  while  they  were  looking 
for  them,  the  Indians  rofe  and  ran  toward 
them  with  a  horrid  yelling.  A  fmart  firing 
commenced  on  both  fides,  it  being  now  about 
ten  of  the  clock.  Captain  Lovewell  and 
eight  more  were  killed  on  the  fpot.  Lieu- 
tenant Far  well  and  two  others  were  wound- 
ed :  Several  of  the  Indians  fell  ;  but,  being 
fupcrior  in  number,  they  endeavoured  to 
furround  the  party,  who,  perceiving  their  in- 

*  This  Id' an  has  b"en  celebrated  as  a  hero,  and  ranked  with  the  Ro- 
man Curfius,  v.hn  devoted  hiaafejf  to  death  to  fave  hi?  country  (See 
i-Jutciiiiifcn's  hiftoi-y,  voi   11^   \>''>gs  S^S) 

Hrivirg  been  on  the  Ipor  where  this  celebrated  aflion  happened^  and 
JiSvinjr  tonverftd  with  re  fofis  vchp  wore  aco,uair  fed  wiih  the  In 'iars  of 
Pigwack-t^  before  and  after  this  br.ttle  ;  I  '"m  tonvit.ced  that  thctf  is  no 
If.-undation'ior  the  idea  that  he  was  placed  there  ss  a  decoy  ;  and  that  he 
l^d  r.o  clii'-  to  the  charafler  of  a  hero.  The  p-  lut  on  which  he  ftood  is 
a  noied  Sfhing  place  ;  the  gun  which  alarmed  LovtucT*  company  was 
ihzi  ar  9  flock  of  du'k"i  ;  an'l  whf n  they  met  him  he  wa?  returning  home 
with  his  gawe  ar.d  two  fowl, ng  piccis,  Th?  vilinge  was  fituated  at  the 
e  ige  of  the  meadow^  on  Saco  river  ;  which  h^e  forms  a  large  bend.  The 
ttma/nsof  the  ftok'des  wcie  fotind  by  the  firft  feulers,  forty  years  sfttr- 
vT3id.    The  poKvi  Li  in  th«  towu&tp  cf  Fiieburg, 
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tention,  retreated  ;  hoping  to  be  fheltered  by  1725. 
a  point  of  rocks  which  ran  into  the  pond, 
and  a  few  large  pine  trees  ftanding  on  a  fandy 
beech.  In  this  forlorn  place  they  took  their 
ftation.  On  their  right  was  the  mouth  of  a 
brook,  at  that  time  unfordable  ;  on  their 
left  was  the  rocky  point ;  their  front  was 
partly  covered  by  a  deep  bog  and  partly  un- 
covered, and  the  pond  was  in  their  rear. 
The  enemy  galled  them  in  front  and  flank, 
and  had  them  fo  completely  in  their  power, 
that  had  they  made  a  prudent  ufe  of  their 
advantage,  the  whole  company  mtiil  either 
have  been  killed,  or  obliged  to  furrender  at 
difcretion  ;  being  deftitute  of  a  mouthful  of 
fuflenance,  and  an  efcape  being  impractica- 
ble. Under  the  condu(5l  of  Lieutenant  Wy- 
man  they  kept  up  their  fire,  and  ihewcd  a 
refolute  countenance,  all  the  remainder  of 
the  day  ;  during  which  their  chaplain,  Jona- 
than Frie,  Enfign  Robbins,  and  one  more,, 
were  mortally  wounded.  The  Indians  in- 
vited them  to  furrender,  by  holding  up  ropes 
to  them,  and  endeavored  to  intimidate  them 
by  their  hideous  yells  ;  but  they  determined 
to  die  rather  than  yield  ;  and  by  their  well 
dire(fled  fire,  the  number  of  the  favages  was 
thinned,  and  their  cries  became  fainter,  till, 
juft  before  night,  they  quitted  their  advanta- 
geous ground,  carrying  ofl^  their  killed  and 
wounded,  and  leaving  the  dead  bodies  of 
Lovewell  and  his  men  unfcalped.  The  Ihat- 
tered  remnant  of  this  brave  company,  col- 
ledling  themfelves  together,  found  three  of 
their  number  unable  to  move  from  the  fpot, 
eleven  wounded  but  able  to  march,  and  nin'G 
who  had  received  no  hurt.     It  was  melan- 
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1725.  choly  to  leave  their  dying  companions  beliind, 
but  there  was  no  poilibility  of  removing 
them.  One  of  them,  enfign  Robbins,  defired 
them  to  lay  his  gun  by  him  charged,  that  if 
the  Indians  ihould  return  before  his  death 
he  might  be  able  to  kill  one  more.  After 
the  riling  of  the  moon,  they  quitted  the  fatal 
fpot,  and  diredled  their  march  toward  the 
fort,  where  the  furgeon  and  guard  had  been 
left.  To  their  great  furprife  they  found  it 
deferted.  In  the  beginning  of  the  ac5lion, 
one  man,  (whofe  name  has  not  been  thought 
worthy  to  be  tranfmitted  to  poilerity)  quit- 
ted the  field,  and  fled  to  the  fort ;  where,  in 
the  (iyle  of  Job's  meiTengers,  he  informed 
them  of  Lovewell's  death,  and  the  defeat  of 
the  whole  company  ;  upon  which  they  made 
the  bed  of  their  way  home  ;  leaving  a  quan- 
tity of  bread  and  pork,  which  was  a  feafona- 
ble  relief  to  the  retreating  furvivors.  From 
this  place  they  endeavoured  to  get  home. 
Lieutenant  Farwell  and  the  chaplain,  who 
had  the  journal  of  the  march  in  his  pocket,and 
one  more,  periflied  in  the  woods,  for  want  of 

*'  drefTmg  for  their  wounds.     The  others,  after 

enduring  the  mod  fevere  hardlliips,  came  in 
one  after  another,  and  were  not  only  received 
with  joy,  but  were  recompenfed  for  then*  valor, 
and  fufferings  ;  and  a  generous  provifion  was 
made  for  the  widows  and  children  of  the 
flain. 

A  partv  from  the  frontiers  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  were  ordered  out  to  bury  the  dead  ;  but 
by  fome  miftake  did  not  reach  the  place  of 
acSlion.  Colonel  Tyng,  with  a  company  from 
Dunftable,  went  to  the  fpot,  and  having  found 
the  bodies  of  twelve,  buried  them,  and  carv- 
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ed  their  names  on  the  trees  where  the  battle    1725. 
was  fought.     At  a  little  diitance  he  found 
three    Indian    graves,   which    he    opened  ; 
one   of  the  bodies  was   known  to  be   their 
warrior  Paugus.     He  alfo  obferved  tracks  of 
blood,  on  the  ground,  to  a  great  diftance  from 
the  fcene  of  acftion.     It  was  remarked  that  a 
week  before  this  engagement   happened,  it  Pf"fjai- 
had  been  reported  in  Portfmouth,  at  the  dift-  d.an  mrs. 
ance  of  eighty  mile,  with  but  little  variation 
from  the  truth.     Such  incidents   were  not 
uncommon,  and  could  fcarceiy  deferve  no- 
tice, if  they  did  not  indicate  that  a  tafte  for 
the  marvellous  was  not  extingui{l:ied  in  the 
minds  of  the  mo  ft  fober  and  rational. 

This  was  one  of  the  moft  fierce  and  obftinate 
battles  which  had  been  fought  with  the  In- 
dians. They  had  not  only  the  advantage  of 
numbers,  but  of  placing  themfelves  in  am- 
bulh,  and  waiting  with  deliberation  the  mo- 
ment of  attack.  Thefecircumftancesgave  them 
a  degree  of  ardor  and  impetuofity.  Lovewell 
and  his  men,  though  difappointed  of  meeting 
the  enemy  in  their  front,  expe(5led  and  deter- 
mined to  fight.  The  fall  of  their  command-  * 
er,  and  more  than  one  quarter  of  their  num- 
ber, in  the  fir  ft  onfet,  was  greatly  difcourage- 
ing  ;  but  they  knev/  that  the  fituation  to 
which  they  were  reduced,  and  their  diftance 
from  the  frontiers,  cut  off  all  hope  of  fafety 
from  flight.  In  thefe  circumftances,  pru- 
dence as  well  as  valor  dicflated  a  continuance 
of  the  engagement,  and  a  refufal  to  furren- 
der;  until  the  enemy,  awed  by  their  brave  re- 
liftance,  and  weakened  by  their  own  lofs, 
yielded  them  the  honor  of  the  field.     After 

H 
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11:25,    this  encounter  the   Indians   rcfided  no  more 
at  Pigwacket,  till  the  peace.* 

The  condu(5t  ot  the  Marquis  de  Vaudreuil, 
Governor  of  Canada,  was  fo  flagrant  a  breach 
of  the  treaty  of  peace,  fubfifting  between  the 
Crowns  of  England  and  France,  that  it  was- 
thought,  a  fpirited  remonilrance  might  make 
him  alhamed,  and  produce  fome  beneficial 
effecls.  With  this  view,  the  General  Court 
of  Maifachufetts  propofed  to  the  Colonies  of 
New- York,  Conneflicut,  Rhodeifland  and 
New-Hampfliire,  to  join  in  fending  Commif- 
iioaers  to  Canada  on  this  errand.  New- 
Hainpihire  was  the  only  one  which  confent- 
ed  ;  and  Theodore  Atkinfon  was  appointed 
on  their  part,  to  join  with  William  Dudley 
and  famuel  Thaxter  on  the  part  of  MaiTachu- 
fets.§ 

The  inftnuTtions  which  they  received  from 

the    Lieutenant   Governors,    Dummer    and 

Went  worth,  by    advice    of  the  Council  and 

Aifembly  of  each  Province,  were  nearly  fimi- 

MifTachu-  lar.     They   were  to  demand  of  the  French 

?r  HanV  Governor,  reftitution  of  the  captives  who  had 

iSiir^ec.    i^eei-^  carried  into  Canada  ;  to  remonftrate  to 

him  on  his  injuftice  and  breach  of  friendfliip, 

in  countenancing  the  Indians  in  their  hofti- 

lities  againfl  the  people  of  New  England  ;  to 

infiit  on   his   v/ithdrawing  his  affiftance   for 

the  future  ;  and  to  obferve  to  him,  that  if  in 

the  farther  profecution  of  the  war,  our  Indian 

'  *  This  account  cf  Lovrwell's  battle  is  colltdcd  from  the  authorities 
tiled  in  the  inarginj  and  from  the  verbal  information  of  aged  and  intelli- 
gent [lerff^nj.  The  r  ?nicj  of  the  <^ead,  on  the  trees,  and  the  holes  where 
balls  hd  ecti-Md  an/i  bnri  cut  cut.  were  plainly  viDble^  when  I  was  on 
the  fpot  w  1784.  Tbe  trees  had  the  apjiearancc  of  being  very  old,  and 
one  of  them  was  fallen. 

§  Mr.  HutchicfoD  in  his  hiflory,  has  not  faid    a  word  rffgetfUng^  thi« 
embafl"/ , 
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allies,  fliould  in  their  purfuit  of  the  enemy  1725. 
commit  hoftiiities  againft  the  French,  the 
blame  would  be  entirely  chargable  to  himfelf. 
If  the  French  Governor  or  the  Indians, 
fliould  make  any  overtures  for  peace,  they 
w^ere  empowered  to  give  them  pafTports,  to 
come  either  to  Bofton  or  Portsmouth,  for 
that  purpofe,  and  to  return  ;  but  they  were 
not  to  enter  into  any  treaty  with  them.  The 
commifToners  were  aUb  furniPned  vv^irh  the 
original  letters  of  Vaudreuil  to  the  Gov- 
ernors of  New-England,  and  to  the  Jefuit 
Ralle,  and  with  copies  of  the  feveral  treaties 
which  had  been  made  with  the  Indians.  The  I^°-  *^' 
gentlemen  went  by  the  way  of  /Albany, 
and  over  the  lakes,  on  the  ice,  to  Montreal, 
where  they  arrived  after  a  tedious  and  dan-  ^"'^^  *' 
gerous  journey. 

The  Marquis,  who  happened  to  be  at  Mont- 
real, received  and  entertained  them  with 
much  politenefs.  Having  delivered  their 
letters,  and  prodaced  their  commiiTioas,  they 
prefented  their  remonftrance  in  writing,  and 
madethe  feveral  demands  agreeably  to  theirin- 
Ilruclions ;  ufing  this  among  other  arguments, 

*  Thofe  Indians  dwell  either  in  the  dominions 

*  of  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  in  the  ter- 

*  ritories  of  the  French  King:  If  in  the  French 

'  King's  dominions,  the  violation  of  the  peace  AtkJnfon's 

*  is   very  flagrant,   they  then  being  his  fub-  ai. "    ""^"^ 

*  jecls  ;  but  if  they  are  fubjedls  of  the  Britifh 
'  Crown,  then  inuch  more  is  it  a  breach  of 

*  the  peace,  to  excite  a  rebellion  among  the 
'  fubjeds  of  his  Majefty  of  Great-Britain.* 

The  Governor  gave  them  no  written  an- 
fwer  J  but  denied  that  the  Abenaquis  were 
under  his  government,  and  that  he  had  either 
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1 725.  encouraged  or  fupplied  tliem  for  the  purpofe 
of  War.  He  faid  that  he  confidered  them  as 
an  independent  nation,  and  that  the  war  was 
undertaken  by  them,  in  defence  of  their  lands, 
which  had  been  invaded  by  the  people  of 
New-England.  The  commiflioners  in  reply, 
informed  him,  that  the  lands  for  which  the 
I  Indians  had  quarrelled,  were  fairly  purchafed 
of  their  anceftors,  and  had  been  for  many 
years  inhabited  by  the  Englifh.  They  pro- 
duced his  own  letters  to  the  Governors  of 
New-England,  in  which  he  had  (inconfiftent- 
ly,  and  perhaps  inadvertently)  ftyled  thefe 
Indians  '  fubjed;s  of  the  King  of  France/ 
They  alfo  alleged  the  feveral  treaties  held 
with  them  as  evidence  that  they  had  ac- 
knowledged themfelves  fubje(5ls  of  the  Britifh 
Crown  ;  and,  to  his  great  mortification,  they 
alfo  produced  his  own  original  letters  to  the 
Jefuit  Ralle,  which  had  been  taken  at  Nor- 
ridgwog,  in  which  the  evidence  of  his  aflift- 
ing  and  encouraging  them  in  the  war  w^as 
too  flagrant  to  admit  of  palliation.  Farther 
to  ftrengthen  this  part  of  their  arguinent, 
they  prefented  to  the  Governor,  a  Mohawk 
whom  they  had  met  with  at  Montreal,  who, 
according  to  his  own  voluntary  acknowledg- 
ment, had  been  fupplied  by  the  Governor 
w4th  arms,  ammunition  and  provifion  to  en- 
gage in  the  vvrar,  and  had  killed  one  man  and 
taken  another  whom  he  had  fold  in  Canada. 
In  addition  to  what  was  urged  by  the  Com- 
mifTioners  in  general  ;  Mr.  Atkinfon,  on  the 
part  of  New-Flampfliire,  entered  into  a  par- 
ticular remonflrance  ;  alleging  that  the  In- 
dians had  no  cauie  of  controverfv  with  that 
Province,  the  lands  in  queiUon  being  out   of 
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their  claim.  To  this  the  Governor  anfwered,  1725» 
that  New-Hampfliire  was  a  part  of  the  fame 
nation,  and  the  Indians  could  make  no  dif- 
tinclion.  Atkinfon  aflced  him  why  they  did 
not  for  the  fame  reafon  make  war  on  the  peo- 
ple of  Albany  ?  The  Governor  anfwered, 
'  The  people  of  Albany  have  fent  a  melfage 
'  to  pray  me  to  relirain  the  favages  from  mo- 

*  lefling  them  ;  in  a  manner  very  different 

*  from  your  demands  :'  To  whicla  Atkinfon 
with  equal    fpirit  replied,  '  Your   Lordfliip 

*  then  is  the  right  perfon,  for  our    Govern- 

*  ments  to  apply  to,  if  the  Indians  are  fubjedl 

*  to  your  orders.' 

Finding  himfelf  thus  clofely  prefled,  he 
promifed  to  do  what  lay  in  his  power  to  bring 
them  to  an  accommodation,  and  to  reflore 
thofe  captives  who  were  in  the  hands  of  the 
French,  on  the  payment  of  what  they  had 
coil ;  and  he  engaged  to  fee  that  no  unrea- 
fonable  demands  fhould  be  made  by  the  per- 
fons  who  held  them  in  fervitude  ;  as  to  thofe 
who  (till  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  In- 
dians, he  faid,  he  had  no  pov;er  over  them, 
and  could  not  engage  for  their  redemption. 
He  complained  in  his  turn,  of  the  Governor 
of  New- York,  for  building  a  fort  on  the  riv- 
er Onondago,  and  faid,  that  he  fliould  look 
upon  that  proceeding  as  a  breach  of  the  trea- 
ty of  peace  ;  and  he  boafted  that  he  had  the 
five  nations  of  the  Iroquois  fo  much  under 
his  influence,  that  he  could  at  any  time,  caufe 
them  to  make  war  upon  the  fubjeCls  of  Great- 
Britain. 

The  CommifTioners  employed  thcmfelves 
very  diligently  in  their  inquiries  refpe(5ling 
the  captives,  and  in  fettling  the  terms  of  their 
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1725.  redemptioii.  They  fucceeded  in  effedling 
the  ranfom  of  fixte^n,  and  engaging  for  ten 
others.  The  Governor  obliged  the  French, 
who  held  them,  to  abate  of  their  demands  ; 
but  after  all,  they  were  paid  for  at  an  exor- 
bitant rate.  He  was  extremely  defirous,  that 
the  gentlemen  fhould  have  an  interview  with 
the  Indians,  who  were  at  war  ;  and  for  this 
purpofe,  lent  for  a  number  of  them  from  the 
village  of  St.  Francis,  and  kept  them  conceal- 
ed in  Montreal.  The  Commiflioners  had  re- 
peatedly told  him,  that  they  had  no  power 
to  treat  with  them,  and  that  they  would  not 
fpeak  to  them  unlefs  they  fhoukl  deiire  peace. 
At  his  requeil,  the  chiefs  of  thp  Nipiffnis  vif- 
ited  the  Commiflioners,  and  faid  that  they 
difapproved  the  war  which  their  children  the 
Abenaquis  had  made,  and  would  perfuade 
them  to  afli  for  peace.  After  a  variety  of 
manoeuvres,  the  Governor  at  length  promif- 
ed  the  Commiffioners,  that  if  they  would  con- 
fent  to  meet  the  Indians  at  his  houfe,  they 
ihould  fpeak  full.  This  afFurance  produced 
an  interview  ;  and  the  Indians  afked  the 
commiffioners  whether  they  would  make 
propofals  of  peace  ?  they  anfwered,  No.  The 
Indians  then  propofed,  that  '  if  the  Englidi 
^  would  demolilh  all  their  forts,  and  remove 
'  one  mile  vfcftward  of  Saco  river  ;  if  they 
^  would  rebuild  their  church  at  Norridgwog, 

*  and  refiorc  to  them  their priejl^  they  would  be 

*  brothers  again.'  The  Commiffioners  told 
them  that  they  had  no  warrant  to  treat  with 
them  ;  but  if  they  v/erc  difpofed  for  peace, 
they  ihould  have  fafe  conduct  to  and  from 
Boflon  or  Portfmouth  ;  and  the  Governor 
promifed  to  find  his  fon  with  them- to  fee  juf- 
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lice  done.     They  aiifwered,  that   *  this  was    1725. 
'  tlfe  only  place  to  conclude  peace,  as- the  na- 
'  tions  were  near  and  could  readily  attend/ 
The  Governor  would  have  had  them   recede 
from  their  propofals,  which  he  faid  were  un- 
feafonable,  and  make  others  ;  bu.t  father   Le 
Chafe,  a  Jefuit,  being   prefent,  and  ading  as 
interpreter  for  the  Indians,  embarralled  the 
matter  fo  much  that  nothing  more  was   pro- 
pofed.     Ir  was  obferved  by  the  coramiflion- 
ers,  that  when  they  converled  with  the  Gov- 
ernor alone,  they  found  him  more  candid  and 
open  to  convidlion,  than  when  Le  Chafe,  or 
any  other  Jefuit  was  prefent ;  and,  through 
the  whole  of  their  negociation,  it  evidently 
appeared,  that  the  Governor  himfelf,  as  welt 
as  the  Indians,  were  fubjedl  to  the  powerful 
influence  of  thefe  ccclefiaftics  ;  of  whom  there 
"was  a  feminary  in  Canada,  under   the  direc- 
tion of  the  Abbe  de  Belmont. 

Having  completed  their  buiinef>,  and  the 
rivers  and  lakes  being  clear  of  ice,  the  Com- 
miifioners  took  their  leave  of  the  Governor^ 
and  fet  out  on  their  return,  with  the  redeem- 
ed captives,  and  a  guard  of  foldiers,  which 
the  Governor  ordered  to  attend  them,  as  far 
as  Crown-point.  They  w^ent  down  the  river 
St.  Lawrence  to  the  mouth  of  the  Sorel,  then 
up  that  river  to  Chamblee,  and  through  the 
lakes  to  fort  Nicholfon.  After  a  pleafant 
paffage,  of  feven  days,  they  arrived  at  Albany,  f*^*?  ^■ 

Here  they  found  CommifTioners  of  Indian 
affairs  for  the  Pro\'ince  of  New- York,  to  whom 
they  communicated  the  obfervations  which 
they  had  made  in  Canada,  and  what  the  Mar- 
quis de  Vaudreuil  had  faid  refpe(!?cing  the  five 
nations,  and  the  fart  at   Onanda.eo.     Ther?r 
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1725,  being  a  deputation  from  thefe  nations  at  Al- 
bany, they  held  a  conference  with  them,  and 
gave  them  belts  ;  requelling  their  affillance 
in  eflablilhing  a  peace  with  the  Abenaquis. 
From  this  place  Mr.  Atkinfon  wrote  to  M. 
Cavanielle,  fon  of  the  Marquis,  acknowledg- 
ing the  polite  reception  the  CommifFioners 
had  met  w^ith  from  the  family  ;  fubjoining  a 
copy  of  the  information  which  they  had  giv- 
en to  the  Commiffioners  of  New- York  ;  and 
promifing,  that  a  due  reprefentation  fhould  be 
made,  to  the  Kings  of  England  and  France, 
on  the  fubjedl  of  their  negociation. 

The  report  of  the  Commiffioners  being 
laid  before  the  AfTemblies  of  MalFachufetts 
and  New-Hampfhire,  it  was  determined  to 
profecute  the  war   with  vigor.     Orders  were 

/ffmhiy  iffued  for  the  defence  and  fupply  of  the  fron- 
tiers, and  for  the  encouragement  of  ranging 
parties,  both  volunteers  and  militia.  A  pe- 
tition was  fent  to  the  King,  complaining  of 
the  French  Governor,  and  deliring  that  or- 
ders might  be  given  to  the  other  Colonies  of 
New-England,  and  to  New-York,  to  furnifli 
their  cjuotas  of  affiflance,  in  the  further  pro- 
fecution  of  the  war  ;  and  letters  w^ere  written 
to  the  Governor  of  New-York,  requefhing 
that  fuch  of  the  hoftile  Indians  as  fliould  re- 
fort  to  Albany,  might  be  feized  and  fecured. 
The  good  effects  of  this  miffion  to  Canada 
v/ere  foon  vifible.  One  of  the  Indian  hofta- 
ees  who  had  been  detained  at  Bofton  through 
the  whole  war,  together  with  one  who  had 
been  taken,  were  allowed  on  their  parole,  to 
vifit  their  countrymen ;  and  they  returned 
with  a  requeft  for  peace.  Commiffioners  from 
both  Provinces  w^ent  to  St.  George's  ;  where 
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a  conference  was  held,  which  ended  in  a  pro-  1725. 
pofal  for  a  farther  treaty  at  Boflon.  In  the 
mean  time,  fome  of  the  enemy  were  difpofed 
for  further  mifchief.  Thofe  who  had  been 
concerned  in  taking  Hanfon's  family  atDover, 
in  a  Ihort  time  after  their  redemption  and 
return,  came  down  with  a  delign  to  take  them 
again,  as  they  had  threatened  them  before 
they  left  Canada.  When  they  had  come  near  sept.  15. 
the  houfe,  they  obferved  fome  people  at  work 
in  a  neighbouring  field,  hj  which  it  was  ne- 
cefTary  for  them  to  pafs,  both  in  going  and 
returning.  This  obliged  them  to  alter  their 
purpofe,  and  conceal  themfelves  in  a  barn, 
till  they  were  ready  to  attack  them.  Two 
women  paiTed  by  the  barn,  while  they  were 
in  it,  and  had  juft  reached  the  garrifon  as  the 
guns  were  fired.  They  ihot  Benjamin  Evans 
dead  on  the  fpot ;  wounded  William  Evans 
and  cut  his  throat  ;  John  Evans  received  a 
flight  wound  in  the  breaft,  which  bleeding 
plentifully,  deceived  them,  and  thinking  him 
dead, they  llripped  and  fcalped  him:  He  bore 
the  painful  operation  v/ithout  difcovering  a- 
ny  figns  of  life,  though  all  die  time  in  his 
perfed:  fenfes,  and  continued  in  the  feigned 
appearance  of  death,  till  they  had  turned  him 
over,  and  llruck  him  ieveral  blows  with  their 
guns,  and  left  him  for  dead.  After  they  were 
gone  off  he  rofeand  walked, naked  and  bloody, 
toward  the  garrifon  ;  but  on  meeting  his 
friends  by  the  way  dropped,  fainting  on  the 
ground,  and  being  covered  with  a  blanket  was 
conveyed  to  the  houfe.  He  recovered  and 
lived  fifty  yeai's.  A  purfuit  was  made  after 
the  enemy,  but  they  got  off  undifcovered, 
carrying  with  them  Benjamin  Evans,  junior, 
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1725.  a  lad  of  thirteen  years  old,  to  Canada,  vs^hence 
he  was  redeemed  as  ufual  by  a  charitable  col- 
leclion. 

This  was  the  laft  effort  of  the  enemy  in 
New-Hampfhire.     In  three  months,  the  trea- 

Dec.  IS.  ty  which  they  deilred  was  held  at  Boilon,  and 
the  next  fpring  ratified  at  Falmouth.  A  peace 
was  concluded  in  the  ufual  form  ;  which  was 
followed  by  reilraining  all  private  traffic 
with  the  Indians,  and  eftablifhing  truck-houf^ 
es  in  convenient  places,  where  they  were  fup- 

Hcuhinfon  pUed  witli  the  necelTaries  of  life,  on  the  mofl 

ii.  ji8.  advantageous  terms.  Though  the  govern- 
ments on  the  whole,  were  lofers  by  the  trade, 
yet  it  was  a  more  honorable  way  of  preferv- 
ing  the  peace,  than  if  an  acknowledgment  had 
been  made  to  the  Indians  in  any  other  man- 
ner. 

None  of  the  other  Colonies  of  New  Eng- 
land bore  any  Ihare  in  the  expenfes  or  calam- 
ities of  this  war  ;  and  New-Hampfliire  did 
not  fuffer  fo  much  as  in  former  wars  ;  partly 
by  reafon  of  the  more  extended  frontier  of 
Maillichufetts,  both  on  the  eaftern  and  wes- 
tern parts,  againft  the  former  of  which  the 
enemy  dired;ed  their  greateil  fury  ;  and  part- 
ly by  reafon  of  the  fuccefs  of  the  ranging 
parries,  v/ho  conftantly  traverfed  the  woods 
as  far  northward  as  the  White  Mountains. 
The  militia  at  this  time  was  completely  train- 
ed for  a(5live  fervice  ;  every  man  of  forty 
years  of  age  having  feen  more  than  twenty 
years  of  war.  They  had  been  ufed  to  han- 
dle their  arms  from  the  age  of  childhood,  and 
mod  ot  them,  by  long  practice,  had  become 
excellent  markfmen,  and  good  hunters.  They 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  lurking  places- 
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of  the  enemy  ;  and  pofTefTed  a  degree  of  liar-  1725. 
dinefs  and  intrepidity,  which  can  be  acquired 
only  by  the  habitude  of  thofe  fcenes  of  dan- 
ger and  fatigue,  to  which  they  were  daily  ex- 
pofed.  They  had  alfo  imbibed  from  their 
infancy  a  ilrong  antipathy  to  the  favage  na- 
tives ;  which  was  ftrengthened  by  repeated 
horrors  of  blood  and  defolation,  and  not  ob  ^ 
literated  by  the  intercouri'e  which  they  had 
with  them  in  time  of  peace.  As  the  Indians 
frequently  reforted  to  the  frontier  towns  ia 
time  of  fcarcity,  it  was  common  for  them  to 
vilit  the  families  whom  they  had  injured  iix 
war  ;  to  recount  the  circumltances  of  death 
and  torture  which  had  been  pradlifed  on  their 
friends  ;  and  when  provoked  or  intoxicated, 
to  threaten  a  repetition  of  fuch  infults  in  fu- 
ture wars.  To  bear  fuch  treatment  required 
more  than  human  patience ;  and  it  is  not  im- 
probable that  fecret  murders  were  fometimes 
the  confequence  of  thefe  harfli  provocations. 
Certain  it  is,  that  when  any  t  erfon  was  arreft- 
ed,  for  killing  an  Indian  in  time  of  peace,  he 
was  either  forcibly  refcued  from  the  hands 
of  juftice,  or  if  brought  to  trial,  invariably 
acquitted  ;  it  being  impofhble  to  impannel  a 
jury  fome  of  whom  had  not  fuffered  by  the 
Indians,  either  in  their  perfons  or  families. 
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CHAR  XV. 


^ENTfroRTH^S  adtninlflration  continued.  BaRnsrsJljort  admins 
if.rai'mn.  Belcher  Juccesds  kirn,  Ws.ti'iwoRiii's  death  and 
ckaraSicr, 

During  the  war,  the  Lieutenant 
Governor  had  managed  the  executive  depart- 
ment with  much  prudence  ;  the  people  were 
fjitlsfied  with  his  adminiftration,  and  enter- 
tained an  afFe(flion  for  him,  which  was  ex- 
preiied  not  only  by  words,  bvit  by  frequent 

liZb.    grants  of  money,  in  the  General  AlFembly. 

January  5.  When  lie  retumed  from  Boflon,  where  the 
treaty  of  peace  was  concluded,  they  prefented 
to  him  an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  and  told 
him  that  '  his  abfence  had  feemed  long  ;  but 

-      ,      '  the  fervice  he   had   done  them  filled  their 

General  .  .  .  ,  . 

Court  Rec- '  licarts  With  fitisfa(5lion.  This  addrefs  was 
followed  by  a  grant  of  one  hundred  pounds. 
He  had,  jull  before,  confented  to  an  emiilion 
of  two  thoufand  pounds  in  bills  of  credit,  to 
be  paid,  one  half  in  the  year  1735,  and  the 
other  half  in  1736.  An  excife  was  laid  for 
three  years,  and  was  farmed  for  three  hun- 
dred pounds. 

The  diviiional  line  between  the  Provinces 
of  New-Hampfliire  and  Mallachufetts  was 
yet  unfettled,  and  in  addition  to  the  ufual 
difadvantages  occafioned  by  this  long  neglect, 
a  new  one  arofe.  By  the  conftrucflion  which 
MafTachufetts  put  on  their  charter,  all  the 
lands  three  miles  northward  of  the  river 
Merrimack  were  within  their  limits.  On 
this  principle,  a  grant  had  formerly  been 
made  to  Governor  iindicot,  of  fome  lands  at 
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Penacook  ;  which  had  been  the  feat  of  a  nu-    1726. 
nierous  and  powerful  tribe  of  Indians.     The 
Quality  of  the  land  at  that  place  invited   the 

,  Mafiachu- 

attention  of  adventurers  from  Andover,Brad-  fetts  rcc 
ford  and  Haverhill  ;  to  whom  a  grant  was 
made  of  a  tovv^nihip,  feven  miles  fquare;  com- 
prehending the  lands  on  both  fides  of  the 
Merrimack,  extending  fouthwardly  from  the 
branch  called  Contoocook.  This  grant  a- 
wakened  the  attention  of  others  ;  and  a  mo- 
tion was  made  in  the  MaiTachufetts  AlTembly,  °"-  ^^' 
for  a  line  of  towniliips,  to  extend  from  Dun- 
flable  on  Merrimack,  to  Northfield  on  Con- 
netlicut  river  ;  but  the  motion  was  not  im- 
mediately adopted.  The  Alfembly  of  Nev/- 
Hampihire  was  alarmed.  Newman,  their 
agent,  had  been  a  long  time  at  the  Britidi 
Court,  foliciting  the  fettlement  of  the  line, 
and  a  fupply  of  military  flores  for  the  fort. 
Freih  inllrucflions  were  fent  to  him  to  expe- 
dite the  bufinefs,  and  to  fubmit  the  fettlement 
of  the  line  to  the  King.  A  committee  was 
appointed  to  go  to  Penacook,  to  confer  with  JJ:  "="^p- 
a  committee  of  MaiTachufetts,  then  employed 
in  laying  out  the  lands,  and  to  remonllrate 
againft  their  proceeding.  A  furvey  of  other 
lands  near  AVinipifeogee  lake,  was  order- 
ed ;  that  it  might  be  known,  what  number 
of  townfliips  could  be  laid  out,  independentlv 
of  the  MaiTachufetts  claim.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  heirs  of  Allen  renewed  their  endea- 
vours, and  one  of  them,  John  Hobby,  peti- 
tioned the  AfTembly  to  compound  with  hiui 
for  his  claim  to  half  the  Province  ;  but  the 
only  anfwer  which  he  could  obtain  was  that 
'  the  Courts  of  law  were  competent  to  the  de- 
*  termination  of  titles,'  and  his  petition  was 
difmifTed. 
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1726.  Both  Provinces  became  earneftly  engaged, 
Mailachufetts  propofed  to  New-Hamplhire 
the  appointment  of  commiiTioners,  to  eftab- 
lifh  the  Hne.  The  New-Ham piliire  AfTem- 
bly  refufed,  becaufe  they  had  fubmitted  the 
cafe  to  the  King.  The  MafTachufetts  people, 
forefeeing  that  the  refult  of  this  application 
might  prove  untavorable  to  their  claim  of  ju- 
ril(li(5lion,  were  folicitous  to  fecure  to  them- 
felves  the  property  of  the  lands  in  queftion. 
Accordingly,  the  propofed  line  of  townfhips 
being  furveyed,  *  pretences  were  encouraged 
'  and  even  fought  after,  to  entitle  perfons  to 

Hufch.nron  t  j^g  grantccs/  The  defcendants  of  the  offi- 
cers and  foldiers,  who  had  been  employed  in 
expeditions  againft  the  Narraganfet  Indians, 
and  againft  Canada,  in  the  preceding  centu- 
ry, were  admitted  ;  and  the  furvivors  of  the 

fctts  R^c.  ^^^^  Captain  TovcwelTs  company,  with  the 
heirs  of  the  deceafed,  had  a  felet^  tracfl  grant- 
ed to  them  at  Suncook.  There  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  gratitude  in  making  thefe  grants, 
and  there  would  have  been  policy  in  it,  had 
the  grantees   been  able  to  comply  with  the 

1727.  conditions.  New-Hampfliire  followed  the 
example,  and  made  grants  of  the   townfliips 

^*'  ^  of  Epfom,  Chichefter,  Barnftead,  Canterbury, 
Gilmantown  and  Bow.  All  thefe,  excepting 
the  laft,  were  undoubtedly  within  their  lim- 
its ;  but  the  grant  of  Bow  interfered  with 
the  grants  which  Mafllichufetts  had  made,  at 
Penacook  and  Suncook,  and  gave  rile  to  a 
litigation,  tedious,  expenfive,  and  of  forty 
years  continuance. 

Thefe  tracts  of  land  granted  by  both  Prov- 
inces were  too  numerous  and  extenlive.  It 
was  impra<5licable  to  fulfil  the  conditions,  on 
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which  the  grants  were  made.  Had  the  fame  1727. 
liberal  policy  prevailed  here  as  in  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  had  the  importation  of  emigrants 
from  abroad  been  encouraged,  the  country- 
might  have  been  foon  filled  w^ith  inhabitants  ; 
but  the  people  of  Londonderry  were  already 
looked  upon  with  a  jealous  eye,  and  a  farther 
intrufion  of  flrangers  was  feared,  left  they 
fliould  prove  a  burden  and  charge  to  the 
community.  People  could  not  be  fpared 
from  the  old  towns.  Penacook  was  almoil 
the  only  fettlement  which  was  efFedied  by 
emigrants  from  Maffachufetts.  A  fmall  be- 
ginning was  made,  by  the  New-Hampfliirc 
proprietors,  at  Row,  on  Suncook  river  ;  but 
the  raoft  of  the  intermediate  country  remain- 
ed uncultivated  for  many  years.  Schemes 
of  fettlement  were  indeed  continually  form- 
ing ;  meetings  of  proprietors  were  frequent- 
ly held,  and  an  avaricious  fpirit  of  fpeculat- 
ing  in  landed  property  prevailed  ;  but  the 
real  wealth  and  improvement  of  the  country 
inftead  of  being  promoted  were  retarded. 

On  the  death  of  King  George  I  ;  the  Af- 
fembly,  which  had  fubfiiled  five   years,   was  JJ:^]^'^^ 
of  courfe  diffolved  ;  and   writs  for  the  elec-  Nov.  22. 
tion  of  another   were  iifued    in  the  name  o'f 
George   II.     The  long  continuance    of  this 
Affembly  was  principally  owing  to   the  ab- 
fence  of  Governor  Shute,  in  whofe  adminif- 
tration  it  commenced  ;  and   the  uncertainty 
of  his  return  or  the  appointment  of  a  fuccel- 
for.     It   had  been  deemed  a  grievance,  and 
an  attempt  had  been  made  in  1 724   to   limit 
the  duration  of  Affemblies  to  three  years,  in 
conformity  to  the  cuftom   of  England.     At  Dec.  ij. 
the  meeting  of  the  new  AfTembly,  the  firft 
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1727.    bufmefs  which  they  took  up_  was  to  move  for 
a  triennial  a6l.     The   Lieutenant   Governor 
was  dilpoied  to  gratify  them.     Both  Houfes 
agreed  in  framing  an  ad  for   a  triennial   Af- 
fembly,  in  which  the  duration  of  the  prefent 
AfTembly  was  limited  to  three   years  (unlefs 
fooner  dilTolved  by  the  commander  in  chief) 
writs  were  to  illue  fifteen  days  at  lead,  betore 
a  new  eledion  ;  the  qualification  of  a  repre- 
fentative  was  declared  to  be  a  freehold  eilatc 
Edition  of  of  three  hundred  pounds  value.     The  quali- 
J^;77.pge  fication  of  an  eledor  was  a  real  ellate  of  fifty 
»^^'         pounds,  within  the  town  or  precind:  where 
the  election  fliould  be  made  ;  but  habitancy 
was  not  required  in  either  cafe  ;  the  ielecl- 
men  of  the  town,  with  the  moderator  of  the 
meeting,  were  conftituted  judges  of  the  qual- 
ifications of  eledlors,  faving  an  appeal  to  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.     This  acl  having 
been  palled,  in  due  form,  received  the   royal 
approbation,  and  was    the   only  acb  which 
could  be  called   a    conflitution   or    form  of 
Government,   eflablifhed   by  the  people   of 
New-Hamplhire  ;  all  other  parts  of  their  gov- 
ernment being  founded  on  royal  commiiTions 
and  inftruclions.     But  this  ad  was  defedive, 
in  not  determining  by  whom  the  writs  fhould 
be  iffucd,   and  in   not  defcribing  the  places 
from  which  Reprefentatives  fhould  be  called, 
either  by  name,  extent  or  population.     This 
defecfl  gave  birth  to  a  long  and  bitter  contro- 
verfy,  as  will  be  feen  hereafter. 

The  triennial  ad  being  pafTed,  the  Houfe 
were  difpofed  to  make  other  alterations  in 
the  government.  An  appeal  was  allowed  in 
all  civil  cafes  from  the  inferior  to  the  fuperi- 
or  court ;  if  the  matter   in  controverfy  ex> 
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ceeded  one  hundred  pounds,  another  appeal  1727. 
was  allowed  to  the  Governor  and  Council  ; 
and  if  it  exceeded  three  hundred  pounds,  to 
the  King  in  Council.  The  appeal  to  the 
Governor  in  Council  was  firfl  eflabliflied  by 
Cutt's  commiffion,  and  continued  by  fubfe-r 
quent  commiflions  and  inftru(5tions.  In 
Queen  Anne's  time,  it  v>ras  complained  of  as 
a  grievance,  that  the  Governor  and  Council 
received  appeals  and  decided  caufes,  without 
taking  an  oath  to  do  juftice.  An  oath  was 
then  prefcribed  and  taken.  The  authority 
of  this  court  had  been  recognifed  by  feveral 
claufes  in  the  laws  ;  but  was  difrelifhed  by 
many  of  the  people  ;  partly  becaufe  the  judg- 
es who  had  before  decided  cafes,  were  gene- 
rally members  of  the  Council  ;  partly  be- 
caufe no  jury  was  a.dmitted  in  this  court  of 
appeal  ;  and  partly  becaule  no  fuch  inflitu- 
tion  was  known  in  the  neighbouring  Prov- 
ince of  Maffachufetts.  The  Houfe  moved 
for  a  repeal  of  the  feveral  claufes  in  the  laws 
relative  to  this  obnoxious  court  ;  the  Coun- 
cil non-concurred  their  vote,  and  referred 
them  to  the  royal  inftrudlions.  The  Houfe 
perfifted  in  their  endeavors,  and  the  Council 
in  their  oppofition.  Both  fides  grew  warm, 
and  there  was  no  profpe6l  of  an  accommoda- 
tion. The  Lieutenant  Governor  put  an  end 
to  the  feffion,  and  foon  after  diffolved  the  Af- 
fembly  by  proclamation. 

A  new  AfTembly  vv  as  called  ;  the  fame  per-  -i  ^-^o 
fons,  with  but  two  or  three  exceptions,  were 
re-eledled,  and  the  fame  fpirit  appeared  in  all 
their  tranfaclions.  They  chofe  for  their 
fpeaker  Nathaniel  Weare,  who  had  been 
fpeaker  of  the  former  Aflembly,  and  having 
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1 728.  as  uiual  prefentcd  him  to  the  Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor, he  negatived  the  choice.  The  Houfe 
defired  to  know  by  what  authority  ;  he  pro- 
duced his  commiirion  ;  nothing  appeared  in 
that,  which  fatij=iied  them  ;  and  they  adjourn- 
ed from  day  to  day  without  doing  any  bufi- 
nefs.  After  nine  days  they  cliole  another 
Speaker,  Andrew  Wiggin,  and  fent  up  the 
vote,  with  a  preamble,  juflifying  their  form- 
er choice.  The  Lieutenant  Governor  approv- 
ed the  Speaker,  but  dilapproved  the  pre- 
amble ;  and  thus  the  controverfy  clofed,  each 
fide  retaining  their  own  opinion.  The  fpeech- 
es  and  mellages  from  the  chair,  and  the  an- 
fwers  from  the  Houfe,  during  this  feilion, 
were  filled  with  reproaches  ;  the  public  bufi- 
nefs  was  condu(fted  v/ith  ill  humour,  and  the 
Houfe  carried  their  oppofition  fo  far  as  to 
pafs  a  vote  for  addrelling  the  King  to  annex 
the  Province  to  Maffachufctts  ;  to  this  vote 
the  Council  made  no  anfwer.  But  as  a  new 
Governor  was  expected,  they  agreed  in  ap- 
pointing a  committee  of  both  Ploufes  to  go  to 
Bofton,  and  compliment  him  on  his  arrival. 
The  expecled  Governor  was  William 
Burnet,  fon  of  the  celebrated  Bifliop  of 
Sarum,  whofe  name  was  dear  to  the  people 
of  New-England,  as  a  Heady  and  adlive  friend 
to  civil  and  religious  liberty.  Mr.  Burnet 
was  a  man  of  good  unclerllanding  and  polite 
literature  ;  fond  of  books  and  of  the  conver- 
fation  of  literary  men  ;  but  an  enemy  to  of- 
tentation  and  parade.  He  had  been  Gov- 
ernor of  New-York  and  New-Jerfey,  and 
quitted  thofe  Provinces  with  reluctance,  to 
make  way  for  another  perfon,  for  whom  the 
Briliih  Miniftry  had  to  provide.     Whilfl   at 
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New- York,  he  was  very  popular,  and  his  fame  1728. 
having  reached  New-England,  the  expecta- 
tions of  the  people  were  much  raifed  on  the 
news  of  his  appointment,  to  the  Government 
of  Maffachufetts  and  New-Hampiliire.  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Wentworth  chara<5lerifed 
him  in  one  of 'his  fpeeches  as  '  a  gentleman  of 
'known  worth,  having  juftly  obtained  an 
'  univerfal  regard  from  all  who  have  had  the 
'  honor  to  be  under  his  government.'  He  was  J"'y  22. 
received  with  much  parade  at  Boilon,  whith- 
er the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire,  with  a  committee  of  the  Council  and 
Affembly,  went  to  compliment  him  on  his 
arrival.* 

Mr.  Burnet  had  pofitivc  inflrucllons  from 
the  crown  to  inhft  on  the  cftablifhment  of  a 
permanent  Iklary  in  both  his  Provinces.  He 
began  with  Mailachufetts,  and  held  a  long 
controverfy  with  the  General  Court  to  no  pur- 
pofe.  InNew-Hampfhire,aprecedenthadbeen 
eftabliflied  in  the  adminiftration  of  Dudley, 
which  was  favourable  to  his  views.  Though 
fome  of  the  Affembly  were  averfe  to  a  per- 
manent falary  ;  yet  the  Lieutenant  Govern- 
or had  fo  much  intereft  with  them,  by  virtue  Bcichcr'. 
of  having  made  them  proprietors  in  the  late-  ^"^^  *'="«• 
ly  granted  townfliips,  that  they  were  induced 
to  confent  ;  on  condition  that  he    fliould  be 

•  Mr.  Hutchinfon  has  reprefcntcd  Governor  Puroef  as  a  man  of  hu- 
mour, and  ^;ivetj  an  ^ncolore  rcfpefting  his  indilT'rence  to  the  cuftom  of 
faying  grace  at  latal?.  The  follo^A  ing  ftory  of  tha  fjrrc  kind^  jjcrhapsr 
will  not  be  difugrctable  to  the  rc:a''cr 

One  of  the  coomjittee.  who  went  frorn  Bcfton,  to  meet  hita  on  the  bor- 
ders of  Rbp  3c  \'\i'^&^  and  con^uifl  h!m  to  \\e  fest  of  jjoverrmtnr,  was  the 
facetious  C 'I.  "I'-^ilcr,  Bu'"net  coniplaine*;  oftKe  long  graces  \vhich  were 
faid  by  clergymen  on  the  roa'',  and  ifk^d  Tai!er  wtcn  thty  itu)  )  Ihort  n. 
He  aifwercd,  '  The  jriaces  will  increaTe  in  Icng'h.  till  you  cume  to  Bof- 
'  ton  ;  after  that  they  will  ftorren  till  you  coac  to  your  govcrnnncnt  of 
'  Ncw-Hampibire,  where  ycur  Excellency  HJil  finJ  no  grace  at  all.' 


76  HISTORY  OF 

1729.  allowed  one  third  part  of  the  falary,  and  they 
Ihould  be  difcharged  from  all  obligations  to 
him.  This  bargain  being  concluded,  the 
Houfe  pafTed  a  vote,  with  which  the  Council 
concurred,  to  pay, '  Governor  Burnet,  for  the 
'  term  of  three  years,  or  during  his  adminif- 
IhT^iout  *  iftration,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  pounds 
of  Repfe-  '  fberling,  or  fix  hundred  pounds  in  bills  of 
'  credit  ;  which  fum  was  to  be  in  full  of  all 
'  demands  from  this  Government,  for  his  fal- 
'  ary  ;  and  all  expenfes  in  coming  to,  tarrying 
'  in,  or  going  from  this  Province  ;   and    alfo 

*  for  any  allowance  to  be  made  to  the  Lieu- 
'  tenant  Governor ;  and  that  the    excife    on 

*  liquors  fhould  be  appropriated  to  that  ufe.' 
To  this  vote  fix  of  the  Reprefentatives  enter- 
ed their  diflent. 

Sept.  7.  "^^^^  Governor  came  but  once  into  New- 

Hamplhire.  His  death,  which  happened  af- 
ter a  few  months,  was  llippofed  to  be  occa- 
(ioned  by  the  ill  effedl,  which  his  controverfy 
with  Mailkchufetts,  and  the  difappointment 
vi'-hich  he  fuffered,  had  on  his  nerves. 

1730.  When  the  death  of  Governor  Burnet  was 
known  in  England,  the  refentment   againft 

FraS  °    the  Province  of  MaiTachufetts  was  very  high, 

v^'iiUi,      Q^  account  of  their  determined  refufal  to  fix 

Agei)!. 

a  faiary  on  the  King  s  Governor.  It  was  e- 
ven  propofed,  to  reduce  them  to '  a  more  abfo- 
lute  dependence  on  the  crown  ;'  but  a  fpirit 
of  moderation  prevailed  ;  and  it  was  thought 
that  Mr.  Jonathan  Belcher,  then  in  Eng- 
land, being  a  native  of  the  Province,  and  well 
acquainted  with  the  temper  of  his  country- 
men would  have  more  influence  than  a  ftran- 
ger,  to  carry  the  favorite  point  of  a  fixed 
ialary.     His    appointment,  as   Governor  of 
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New-Hampfhire,  was  merely  an  appendage    173Qo 
to  his  other  commifTion. 

Belcher  was  a  merchant  of  large  fortune  Bekhcr's 
and  unbiemiflied  reputation.     He  had  fpent  ^'^"^^ll^ 
fix  years  in  Europe  ;  had  been  twice    at   the  of  Liocoia, 
Court  of  Hanover,  before  the  proteftant  fuc- 
ceffion  took  place  in  the  family  of  Brunfwick ; 
and  had  received  from  the  Princefs  Sophia,  a 
rich  golden  medal.     He  was  graceful  in  his 
perfon,  elegant  and  polite  in  his   manners  ; 
of  a  lofty  and  afpiring  difpofition  ;   a  fteady, 
generous  friend  ;  a  vindi(5live,  but  not  impla- 
cable enemy.     Frank  and  fincere,  he  was  ex- 
tremely liberal  in  his  cenfures,  both  in  con- 
verfation  and  letters.     Having  a  high   fenfe 
of  the  dignity   of  his  commifTion,   he    deter- 
mined to  fupport  it,  even  at  the   expenfe  of 
his  private  fortune  ;  the  emoluments   of  of- 
fice in  both  Provinces  being   inadequate   to 
the  ilyle  in  which  he  chofe  to  live. 

Whilil  he  was  in  England,  and  it  was  un- 
certain whether  he  would  be  appointed,  or 
Shute  would  return,  Wentworth  wrote  let- 
ters of  compliment  to  both.  Belcher  knew 
nothing  of  the  letter  to  Shute,  till  his  arrival 
in  America,  and  after  he  had  made  a  vifit  to 
New-Hampfhire,  and  had  been  entertained 
at  the  Houfe  of  the  Lieutenant  Governor, 
He  was  then  informed,  that  Wentworth  had 
written  a  letter  to  Shute,  of  the  fame  tenor 
as  that  to  himfelf.  This  he  deemed  an  ad: 
of  duplicity.  How  far  it  was  fo,  cannot  now 
be  determined.  The  perfuafion  was  fo  flrong 
in  the  mind  of  Belcher,  that  on  his  next  vifit 
to  Portfmouth,  he  refufed  an  invitation  to 
Wentworth's  houfe.  This  was  not  the  only 
way  in  which  he  manifeiled  his  difpleafiire. 
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1730.    When  the  afFalr  of  the  falary  came  before  the 
^  AfTembly,  he  not  only  refufed  to  make   fuch 

a  compromiie  as  Burnet  had  done  ;  but 
obliged  the  Lieutenant  Governor  under  his 
hand,  to  '  quit  all  claim  to  any  part  of  the 
falary,  and  to  acknowledge  that  he  had  no 
expetftation  from,  or  dependence  on  the  Af- 
fembly,  for  any  allowance,  but  that  he  de- 
pended wholly  on  the  Governor.'  The  fame 
falary  was  then  voted,  and  in  nearly  the  fame 
words,  as  to  his  predecefTor.  He  allowed  the 
Lieutenant  Governor,  the  fees  and  perquifites 
only  which  arofe  from  regifters,  certilicates, 
licenfes  and  palFes,  amounting  to  about  fifty 
pounds  fterling.  Wentworth  and  his  friends 
Vv^ere  difappointed  and  difgufted.  He  him- 
felf  did  not  long  furvive  ;  being  feized  with 
^^^  '**  a  lethargic  diforder,  he  died  within  five 
months  ;  but  his  family  connexions  refented 
the  affront,  and  drew  a  confiderable  party 
into  their  views.  Bcnning  Wentworth,  his 
fon,  and  Theodore  Atkinfon,  who  had  mar- 
ried his  daughter,  were  at  the  head  of  the 
oppofition.  The  latter  was  removed  from 
his  office  of  Colledlor  of  the  Cvifloms,  to  make 
room  for  Richard  Wibird  ;  the  Naval  Office 
was  taken  from  him  and  given  to  Ellis  Hufke ; 
and  the  office  of  High  Sheriff,  which  he  had 
held,  was  divided  between  him  and  Eleazer 
Ruilell.  Other  alterations  were  made,  which 
greatly  offended  the  friends  of  the  late  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  ;  but  Belcher,  fatisfied  that 
his  condudl  was  agreeable  to  his  commiffion 
and  infi:ru(5lions,  dilregarded  his  opponents 
and  apprehended  no  danger  from  their  re- 
fbntment.  Atkinfon  was  a  man  of  humour^ 
and  took  occafion  to  exprefs  his  difgufl  in   a 
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fingular  manner.  The  Governor,  who  was  1730. 
fond  of  parade,  had  ordered  a  troop  of  horfe, 
to  meet  him  on  the  road,  and  efcort  him  to 
Portfmouth.  The  officers  of  government 
met  him,  and  joined  the  cavalcade.  Atkin- 
fon  was  tardy  ;  but  when  he  appeared,  hav- 
ing broken  the  Sheriff's  wand,  he  held  one 
half  in  his  hand.  Being  chid  by  the  Gov- 
ernor for  not  appearing  fooner,  he  begged  his 
Excellency  to  excufe  him,  becaufe  he  had  but 
half  a  horfe  to  ride. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  obferved,  rc- 
fpedling  Lieutenant  Governor  Wentworch ; 
the  following  portrait  of  his    characler,  by 
fome  contemporary  friend,  deferves  remem-  • 
brance. 

'  He  was  born  at  Portfmouth  of  worthy  New^EtSff- 

*  parents,  from  whom  he  had  a  religious  edu-  ly  journal. 

*  cation.     His  inclination  leading  him  to  the  ''"*  *^' 

*  fea,  he  foon  became  a  commander  of  note, 

*  and  gave  a  laudable  example  to  that  order, 

*  by   his  fober    behaviour,   and  his   conftant 

*  care  to  uphold  the  worfhip  of  God  in  his 
'  iliip.  Wherever  he  came,  by  his  difcreet 
'  and  obliging  deportment,  he  gained  the  love 

*  and  efleem  of  thofe  with  whom  he  converfed. 

*  On  his  leaving  the  fea,  he  had  coniidera- 

*  ble  bulinefs  as  a  merchant,  and  always  had 
'  the  reputation  of  a  fair  and  generous  dealer. 

'  He  has  approved  himfelf  to  the   general 

*  acceptance   of  his  Majefly's    good   fubjecls 

*  throughout  this  Province,    and   under    his   ^ 

*  mild  adminiflration,  we  enjoyed  great  qul- 

*  etnefs. 

*  He  was  a  gentleman  of  good  natural  abil- 

*  ities,  much  improved  by  converfation  ; 
'  remai'kably  civil  and  kind  to  Ilran gers ;  re- 
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1730.    '  fpeclful   to  the  minifters  of  the  gofpel ;   a 

*  lover  of  good   men  of  all   denominations  ; 

*  compaflionate   and  bountiful  to  the  poor  ; 

*  courteous  and  affable  to  all  ;  having  a  con- 

*  ftant  regard  to  the  duties  of  divine  worfhip, 

*  in    private  and   public,    and  paying  a  due 

*  deference    to  all  the    facred  inflitutions  of 
'  Chrift. 

*  He  had  fixteen  children,  of  whom  four- 

*  teen  yet  furvive  him.' 
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CHAP.  XVI. 

DoNBAit's  Lieutenancy  and  ennilty  to  Belcher.  Effortt  to  fettle 
the  boundary  lines.  Divijlcns.  Riot.  trade.  Ep'ifce^at 
Church.      throat  diflempery 

Mr.  WENTWORTH  was  fucceed- 
ed  in  the  Lieutenancy  by  David  Dunbar,    1731^ 
Efquire,  a  native   of  Ireland   and  a  reduced 
Colonel  in  the  Britiih  fervice  ;  who  was  alfo        *** 
deputed  to  be  furveyor  of  the  King's  woods. 
This  appointment  was  made  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  of  which 
Colonel  Bladen  was  an  active  member,  who 
bore   no    good   will   to    Governor    Belcher. 
Dunbar  had  been    commander  of  a   fort  at  fiutchuifon 
Pemaquid,  which  it  was  in  contemplation  to  >'-2^4  37^. 
annex  to  Nova-Scotia.     He  had   taken  upon 
him  to  govern  the  few   fcattered    people   in 
that  diflridl,  with  a  degree  of  rigor  to  which 
they  could  not  eahly  fabmit.     This  condudl 
had  already  opened  a  controverfy,   betweeia. 
him  and  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts  ;  and 
it  was  very  unfortunate  for   Belcher  to  have 
fuch  a  perfon  connected  with  both   his  gov- 
ernments.    What  Vv^ere    the   merits,   which 
recommended  Dunbar  to  thefe  Ilations,  it  is 
not  eafy  at  this  time  to  determine  ;  the  only 
qualifications,  which  appear  to  have  pleaded 
in  his  favor,  were  poverty  and  the  friendflip 
of  men  in  power.     He  v^^as  an  inftrument  of 
intrigue   and  difaffe6lion  ;  and  he  no  fooner 
made  his  appearance  in  New-Hampfliire,  than 
he  joined  the  party  who  were  in    oppoiition 
to  the  Governor.     Belcher  perceived  the  ad- 
vantage which  his  enemies  would  derive  from 
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1731.  this  alliance,  and  made  all  the  efforts  in  his- 
power  to  dilplace  him.  In  his  letters  to  the 
miniftry,  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  to  his 
friends  in  England,  he  continually  reprefent- 
ed  him  in  the  worft  light,  and  folicited  his 
Seicher'9  removal.  It  is  not  improbable,  that  his  nu- 
^'^'^""^'meroQS  letters  of  this  kindy  written  in  his 
ufual  Ifyle,  with  great  freedom  and  without 
any  referve,  might  confirm  the  fufpicions, 
raifed  by  the  letters  of  his  adverfaries,  and 
induce  the  miniftry  to  keep  Dunbar  in  place,, 
as  a  check  upon  Belcher,  and  to  preferve  the 
balance  of  parties. 

Within  a  few  weeks  after  Dunbar's  coming 
|uiy  10.     ^Q  portfmouth,  a  complaint  was  drawn  up  a- 
gainP:  Belcher,  and  iigned  by  fifteen  perfons  ; 
alleging  that  his   government  was  grievous, 
opprellive    and   arbitrary,   and   praying  the 
King  for  his  remova.1.     This  roufed  the  Gov- 
ernor's  friends,  at  the   head  of  whom  was 
Richard  Waldron,    the  fecretary,  who  drew 
!?^AdS  ^"ip  ^  counter  addrefs,  and  procured  an  hun- 
^^-  dred  names  to  be  fubfcribed.     Both  addrelTes 

reached  England  about  the  fame  time.  Rich- 
ard Partridge,  Mr.  Belcher's  brother  in  law, 
in  conjun(5lion  with  his  fon  Jonathan  Belcher, 
then  a  ftudent  in  the  Temple,  applied  for  a 
copy  of  the  complaint  againfl  him,  at  the 
Belcher's  Plantation  office,  and  obtained  it ;  but  could 
ktters.  j^Q^.  ggt  fvrht  of  the  letters  which  accompani- 
ed it,  though,  on  the  foundation  of  thofe  let- 
ters, a  reprefentation  had  been  made  by  the 
Board  of  Trade,  to  the  King. 

The  only  elfed  wdiich  Dunbar's  letters  had 
at  that  time,  was  to  procure  the  appointment 
of  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Benning  Wentworth 
and  Jolhua  Peirce,  to  be  Counfellors  of  New- 
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Hampfliire  ;  and  though  Belcher  remonflrat-  1*73 L 
ed  to  the  Secretary  of  State  againll  thefe  ap- 
pointments, and  recommended  other  perfons 
in  their  room,  he  could  not  prevail,  any  far- 
ther than  to  delay  the  admiilion  of  the  two 
former  for  about  two  years  ;  during  which 
time,  they  were  eledled  into  tlie  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives,  and  kept  up  the  oppoficion 
there.  The  recommendations,  which  he 
m.ade  of  other  perfons,  were  duly  attended 
to  when  vacancies  happened  ;  and  thuiS  the 
Council  was  compofed  of  his  friendsjandhis 
enemies.  The  civil  officers,  whom  he"  ap- 
pointed, were  fometimes  fuperfeded,  by  per- 
fons recommended  and  fent  from  England  ; 
and  in  one  inftance,  a  commiffion  tor  the 
naval  office,  in  favor  of  a  Mr.  Reynolds,  fon 
of  the  Bilhop  of  Lincoln,  was  fdled  up  iu 
England,  and  fent  over  with  orders  for  him. 
to  fign  it ;  which  he  was  obliged  punclually 
to  obey. 

From  the  confidential  letters  of  the  leading 
men  on  both  hdes,  which  have  fallen  into  my 
hands  in  the  courfe    of  my  refearches,  the 
Views   Ox  each   party  may    plainly    be  leen  ;  w.idron's, 
though   they    endeavored  to  conceal    them  '^'y^JJj|,'^* 
from   each  other.     The  Governor  and  ,his  unfon'e 
friends  had    projected    an   union   of    New- 
Hampfliire  with  Maffachufetts  ;  but  were  at 
a  lofs  by  what  means  to  bring  it  into  effi^cl. 
The  moil  deiirable  method  v/ould  have  been, 
an  unanimity  in   the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  in    petitioning  the  Crown  for  it  ;.  but 
as  this  could  not  be    had,    the    project   was 
kept  out  of  fight,  till  fome  favorable  opportu- 
nity fliould  prefent. 

The  other  party    contemplated  not  only 
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1731.  the  continuance  of  a  feparate  government, 
but  the  appointment  of  a  diflindl  Governor, 
who  fliould  refide  in  the  Province,  and  have 
no  connexion  w^th  Maffachufetts.  The 
greatefl  obftacle  in  their  way,  was  the  fmall- 
nefs  and  poverty  of  the  Province,  which  was 
not  able  to  fupport  a  gentleman  in  the  char- 
acter of  Governor.  To  remove  this  obftacle, 
it  was  neceffiiry  to  have  the  limits  of  territo- 
ry, not  only  fixed,  but  enlarged.  They  were 
therefore  zealous,  in  their  attempts  for  this 
purpofe  ;  and  had  the  addrefs  to  perfuade  a 
majority  of  the  people,  that  they  would  be 
gainers  bv  the  eflablifhment  of  the  lines  ; 
that  the  lands  would  be  granted  to  them  and 
their  children  ;  and  that  the  expenfe  of  ob- 
taining the  fettlement  would  be  fo  trifling, 
that  each  man's  fhare  would  not  exceed  the 
value  of  a  pullet. 

The  Governor's  friends  were  averfe  to  pref- 
fing  the  fettlement  of  the  line  ;  and  their  rea- 
fons  were  thefe.  The  controverfy  is  either  be- 
tween the  King  and  the  fubje6ls  of  his  char- 
ter government  of  MalTachufetts  ;  or  elfe,  be- 
tween the  heirs  of  Mafon  or  Allen  and  the  people 
ofMafTlichufetts.  If  the  controverfy  be  fettled 
even  in  favor  of  New-Hampfhire,  the  lands 
which  fall  within  the  line,  w^ill  be  either  the 
King's  property,  to  be  granted  by  his  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  according  to  royal  inftruc- 
tions  ;  or  elfe  the  property  of  the  heirs  of 
Mafon  or  Allen,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them. 
On  both  fuppofitions,  the  people  of  New- 
Hampiliire  can  have  no  property  in  the  lands, 
and  therefore  why  fhould  they  be  zealous 
about  the  divifion  or  tax  themfelves  to  pay 
the  experife  of  it  ? 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE*  85 

The  Governor,  as  obliged  by  his  inflruc-  1731. 
tions,  frequently  urged  the  lettlement  of 
the  lines  in  his  fpeeches,  and  declared,  that 
the  AfTembly  of  New-Hampfhire  had  done 
more  toward  efFeifling  it,  than  that  of  MafTa- 
chufetts.  A  committee  from  both  Provinces  « ^,  ,, 
met  at  Newbury  in  the  autumn  of  1731,  on 
this  long  conteiled  affair  ;  but  the  influence 
of  that  party  in  MafTachufetts,  of  which  Eli- 
flia  Cooke  was  at  the  head,  prevented  an  ac- 
commodation. Soon  after  this  fruitlefs  con- 
ference, the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire, of  whom  a  majority  was  in  favor  of  fet- 
tling the  line,  determined  no  longer  to  treat 
with  MafTachufetts  ;  but  to  reprcfent  the 
matter  to  the  King,  and  petition  him  to  de- 
cide the  controverfy.  Newman's  commif-  Affe-niiiy 
iion,  as  agent,  having  expired,  they  chofe  for  oa/?? 
this  purpofe,  John  Rindge,  merchant,  of 
Portfmouth,  then  bound  on  a  voyage  to  Lon- 
don. The  appointiTient  of  this  gentleman 
was  fortunate  for  them,  not  only  as  he  had 
large  connexions  in  England  ;  but  as  he  was 
capable  of  advancing  money,  to  carry  on  the 
folicitation.  The  Council,  a  majority  of 
which  was  in  the  oppofite  interefl,  did  nei- 
ther concur  in  the  appointment,  nor  confent 
to  the  petition. 

Mr.  Rindge,  on   his   arrival   in    England, 
petitioned  the  King  in  his  own  name,  and  in  * 

behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Ham p-  '"  •  ^  ■ 
fliire,  to  etlabiiih  the  boundaries  of  the  Prov- 
ince ;  but  his  private  affairs  requiring  his  re- 
turn to  America,  he  did,  agreeably  to  his  in- 
flrud:ions,  leave  the  bufinefs  in  the  hands  of 
Capt.  John  Thomlinfon,  merchant,  of  Lon- 
don ;  who  was  w^ell  known  in  New-Hamp- 
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1732  flilre,  where  lie  had  frequently  been  in  qual- 
ity of  a  fea  commander.  He  was  a  gentle- 
man of  great  penetration,  induflry  and  ad- 
drefs  ;  and  having  fully  entered  into  the 
views  of  Belcher's  opponents,  profecuted  the 
affair  of  the  line,  '  with  ardor  and  diligence  ;' 
employing  for  his  folicitor,  Ferdinando  John 
Parris  ;  who  being  well  fupplied  with  money, 
was  indefatigable  in  his  attention.  The  pe- 
tition was  of  courfe  refer'-ed  to  the  Lords  of 
Trade,  and  Francis  Wilks  the  agent  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  was  ferved  with  a  copy  to  be  fent 
to  his  coiiiUtuents. 

Whilft  the  matter  of  the  line  was  pending 
on  the  other  iide  of  the  Atlantic,  the  parties 
in  New-Hampfhire  maintained  their  oppofi- 
tion  ;  and  were  on  all  occafions  vilifying  and 
abufmg  each  other,  efpecially  in  their  letters 
to  their  friends  in  England.  On  the  one 
fide,  Belclier  inceffantly  reprefented  Dunbar, 
as  the  f omen ter  of  oppofition  ;  as  falfe,  per- 
fidious, malicious  and  revengeful  ;  that  he 
did  no  fervice  to  the  crown,  nor  to  himfelf  ; 
but  was  '  a  plague  to  the  Governor  and  a 
*  deceiver  of  the  people.'  He  was  alfo  very 
liberal  in  his  reflections,  on  his  other  oppo- 
fers.  On  the  other  fide,  they  reprefented 
him  as  unfriendly  to  the  royal  intereil  ;  as 
obitru(5ling  the  fettlement  of  the  lines  ;  con- 
niving at  the  dellruclion  of  the  King's  tim- 
ber, and  partial  to  his  other  government, 
where  all  his  intereil  lay  ;  and  that  he  had 
not  even  a  freehold  in  New-FIampihire.  As 
an  inilance  of  his  partiality,  they  alleged, 
that  in  almoft  every  feffion  of  the   Affembly 

1 733.    ^^  MaiTachufetts,  he  confented  to   grants  of 
the  difputed  lands,  to  the  people  of  that  Prov- 
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ince  ;  by  which  means,  then'  AlTembly  rail^  I733v 
ed  money,  to  enable  their  agent  to  protradl 
the  controverfy,  that  they  might  have  oppor- 
tunity to  lay  out  more  townlhips  ;  wliile  at 
the  fame  time,  he  rejedled  a  fupply  bill  of 
the  New-Hampfliire  Affembly,  and  diflblved 
them,  becaufe  that  in  it,  they  had  made  an 
appropriation  for  their  agent.  The  truth 
was,  that  the  Council  did  not  confent  to  the 
bill,  becaufe  they  had  no  hand  in  appointing 
the  agent,  and  the  bill  never  came  before  the 
Governor.  The  frequent  dilTolution  of  Af- 
femblies  was  another  fubjecSl  of  complaint  ; 
and  in  fa6l  this  meafure  never  produced  the 
deiired  effe6l ;  for  the  fame  perfons  were 
generally  re-ele(5ledy  and  no  reconciling  mea« 
fures  were  adopted  by  either  party. 

The  Governor  frequently  complained,  in  1734 
his  fpeeches,  that  the  public  debts  were  not 
paid  ;  nor  the  fort,  prifon,  and  other  public 
buildings  kept  in  repair  ;  becaufe  of  their 
failure  in  fupplying  the  treafury.  The  true 
reafon  of  their  not  fupplying  it  was,  that 
they  wanted  emiihons  of  paper  money,  to  be 
drawn  in,  at  diflant  periods  ;  to  this  the 
Governor  could  not  confent,  being  relirained 
by  a  royal  inilru6lion,  as  well  as  in  princi- 
ple oppofed  to  all  fuch  practices.  But  one 
emiffion  of  paper  was  made  in  his  adminif- 
tration  ;  and  for  its  redemption  a  fund  was 
eftablidied  in  hemp,  iron,  and  other  produc- 
tions of  the  country.  When  a  number  of 
merchants  and  others  liad  combined  to  iflue 
notes,  to  fupj')ly  the  place  of  a  currency,  he 
ilTued  a  proclamation  againfl  them  ;  and  in 
his  next  fpeech  to  the  AlTembly,  condemned 
them  in  very  fevere  terms.     The  Affembly 
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1734.  endeavored  to  vindicate  the  chara(5ler  of  the 
bills  ;  but  in  a  few  days  he  dilTolved  them, 
with  a  reprimand  ;  charging  them  with  trif- 
ling, with  injuflice  and  hypocrify.  It  muft 
be  remembered,  that  his  complaints  of  an 
empty  treafury  were  not  occafioned  by  any 
failure  of  his  own  f ilary,  which  was  regular- 
ly paid  out  of  the  excife. 

Belcher  revived  the  idea  of  his  predecefTor 
Shute,  which  was  alfo  countenanced  by  his 
infb'uclions,  that  he  was  virtually  prefent  in 
New-Hampfhire,  when  perfonally  abfent, 
and  attendidg  his  duty,  in  his  other  Province  ; 
and  therefore  that  the  Lieutenant  Governor 
could  do  nothing  but  by  his  orders.  Dunbar 
had  no  feat  in  the  Council,  and  Shadrach 
Walton  being  fenior  member,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's order  fummoned  them  and  prefided. 
He  alfo  held  the  command  of  the  fort,  by  the 
Governor's  commiilion,  granted  paiFes  for 
fhips,  and  licenfcs  for  marriage  ;  and  received 
and  executed  military  orders,  as  occafion  re- 
quired. The  Lieutenant  Governor  contefled 
this  point ;  but  could  not  prevail ;  and  find- 
ing himfelf  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  inflgnifi- 
cance,  he  retired  in  difgufl,  to  his  fort  at 
Pemaquid  ;  w^here  he  refided  almofl  two 
years.  The  Governor's  friends  gave  out  that 
he  had  abfconded  for  debt,  and  affedled  to 
triumph  over  the  oppofition,  as  poor  and  im- 
potent ;  but  their  complaints,  fupported  by 
their  agent  Thomlinfon,  and  the  influence  of 
Bladen  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  made  an  im- 
prefTion  there  much  to  the  difadvantage  of 
Mr.  Belcher  ;  though  he  had  friends  among 
the  miniflry  and  nobility  ;  the  principle  of 
whom  was  Lord  Townfend,  by  whofe  influ- 
ence he  had  obtained  his  commiflion. 
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After  Dunbar's  return  to  Portfmouth,  the  1734^, 
Governor  thought  it  good  policy  to  relax  his 
feverity  j  and  gave  him  the  command  of  the 
fort,  with  the  ordinary  perquifites  of  oihce, 
amounting  to  about  £fty  pounds  flerling. 
Not  content  with  this,  he  complained,  that 
the  Governor  did  not  allow  him  one  third  of 
his  faiary.  The  Governor's  falary  was  but 
fix  hundred  pounds  currency  ;  he  fpent  at 
leafl  one  hundred,  in  every  journey  to  New- 
Hampiliire,  of  which  he  made  two  in  a  year. 
At  the  fame  time  Dunbar  had  two  hundred 
pounds  (lerling,  as  Surveyor  General  of  the 
woods  ;  which,  vAih  the  perquifites,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  more,  were  dijaj^d  be- 
tween him  and  his  deputies.  B\ft  it  mufl  be 
remembered  that  he  was  deeply  in  debt,  both 
liere  and  in  England.  * 

The  rigid  execution  of  the  office  of  Sur- 
veyor General  had  ahvavs  been  attended  with 
difficulty  ;  and  the  viollnt  manner,  in  which 
Dunbar  proceeded  v/ith  trefpallers,  railed  a 
fpirit  of  oppoiition  on  fdch  occafions.  The 
ilatutes  for  the  prefervation  of  the  woods 
impowered  the  furveyor  to  feize  all  logs,  cut 
from  white  pine  trees,  without  licenfe  ;  and 
it,refled  on  the  claimant,  to  prove  his  pro- 
perty, in  the  court  of  Admiralty.  Dunbar 
went  to  the  favv--m2l}'S  ;  where  he  feized  and 
marked  large  quantities  of  lumber  ;  and  with 
an  air  and  manner  to  which  he  had  been  ac- 
v,^  cuftomed  in  his  military  capacity,  abufed  and 
threatened  the  people.  That  clafs  of  men, 
with  whom  he  was  difpofed  to  contend,  are 
not  eafily  intimidated  with  high  words  ;  and 
he  was  not  a  match  for  them,  in  that  fpecies  of 
controverfy,  which  they  have   denominated 
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1734  fw amp  law.  An  inftance  of  this  happened 
at  Dover,  whither  he  came,  with  his  boat's 
trew,  to  remove  a  parcel  of  boards,  which  he 
had  feized.  The  owner,  Paul  Gerrifh,  warn- 
ed him  of  the  confequence  ;  Dunbar  threat- 
ened with  death  the  firfl  man  who  fliould 
obflrudl  his  intentions  ;  the  fame  threat  was 
returned  to  the  hrft  man  who  ihould  remove 
the  boards.  Dunbar's  prudence  at  this  time, 
got  the  better  of  his  courage,  and  he  retired. 
With  the  like  fpirit,  an  attempt  of  the  fame 
kind  w^as  fruftrated  at  Exeter,  whither  he 
fent  a  company  in  a  boat  to  remove  lumber. 
Whilft  his  men  were  regaling  themfelves  at  a 
publiciitioufe,  in  the  evening,  and  boafling  of 
what  they  intended  to  do  the  next  da.y  ;  a 
number  of  perfons,  difguiled  like  Indians, 
attacked  and  beat  them  ;  whilft  others  cut 
the  rigging  and  fails  of  the  boat,  and  made  a 
hole  in  her  bottom.  The  party  not  finding 
themfelves  fare  in  tlisc  houfe,  retreated  to  the 
boat,  and  pufhed  off;  but  being  there  in 
danger  of  finking,  they  with  difficulty  regain- 
ed the  fhore,  and  hid  themfelves  till  morn- 
ing, when  they  returned  on  foot  to  Portf- 
mouth. 

This  v^^as  deemed  a  flagrant  infuk.     Dun- 

Apni25,  '^^j.  fummoned  the  Council,  and  complained 
to  them  of  the  riotous  proceedings  at  Exeter, 
where  there  was  '  a  confpiracy  againft  his 
'  life,  by  evil  minded  perfons,  who  had  hired 
*  Indians  to  deftroy  him.'  He  propofed  to 
the  Council,  the  ifluing  of  a  proclamation,  of- 
fering a  reward  to  apprehend  the  rioters.  The 
major  part  of  the  Council  w^ere  of  opinion, 
that  no  proclamation  could  be  hTued  but  by 
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the  Governor.*     Information  being  fent  to    1734. 
the  Governor,  he  ifTiied  a  proclamation ;  com- 
manding all  magiflrates  to  affift  in  difcover- 
ing  the  rioters. 

This  tranfadlion  afforded  matter  for  com- 
plaint, and  a  memorial  was  drawn  up  by 
Thomlinfon,  grounded  on  letters  which  he 
had  received.  It  v^as  luggefted,  that  the  Gov- 
ernor's pretence  to  favor  the  furveyor  was 
deceitful  ;  that  the  rioters  at  Exeter  were  his 
greatell  friends  ;  that  the  Council,  wholly 
devoted  to  him,  would  not  advifc  to  a  proc-  ms  letters, 
lamation  till  they  had  fent  to  Bofcon  ;  that 
the  proclamation  was  delayed  ;  and  when* it 
appeared  offered  no  reward  ;  though  Dun- 
bar had  propofed  to  pay  the  money  himfelf; 
and,  that  by  reafon  of  this  deliiy  and  omif- 
lion,  the  rioters  cfcaped  with  impunity. 

Injuftice  to  Mr.  Belcher,  it  mull  be  faid, 
that  there  was  no  delay  on  his  part,  the  proc- 
lamation being  fent  from  Boflon  within  fix 
days.  It  alfo  appears,  from  the  fecret  and 
confidential  letters  of  the  Governor,  that  he 
difapproved  the  riot,  and  even  called  it  rebel- 
lion ;  that  he  gave  particular  orders  to  the 
magillrates,  to  make  inquiry,  and  take  depo- 
fitions,  and  do  their  utmoil  to  difcover  the 
rioters.  If  he  did  not  advertife  a  reward,  it 
was  becaufe  tliere  was  no  money  in  the  treaf- 
ury  ;  and  if  Dunbar  had  been  lincere  in  his 
ofler  to  pay  it,  he  might  have  promifed  it,  by 

•  This  was  alfo  the  Governor's  opinion  ;  and  In  his  letters  he  frequent- 
ly affsrts  that  Duubar  had  oo  command  in  New-Hamp(hire.  whilft  be  was 
in  either  of  his  governrrcnts.  To  be  confiftent,  he  fliould  have  maintain- 
ed^ that  the  Lieutenant  Governor  of  MaffAchufctts  hid  no  command  whi  ft: 
he  was  in  New  Haaipfliire  ;  but  there  occurs  an  inftance  of  a  proclamation 
iffued  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Phipr.,  (March  25^  1/37)  on  occafion  of  a 
riot  at  Bofton,  whilft  the  Governor  was  in  New  Hampftiire  ;  and  at  his 
return,  he  HTued  another,  in  which  he  refers  to  the  fortrcr;,  cot  only  v?ith- 
oiit  ccnfuring  it,  but  m  term*  of  approbation^ 


92  HISTORY  OF 

1734,  acIvertifemenL  The  true  reafon  tliit  tlie 
rioters  were  not  difcovered,  was,  that  their 
plan  was  fo  artfully  conduced,  their  perfons 
fo  efFedlually  difgnifedj  and  their  confidence 
in  each  other  fo  weli  placed,  that  no  proof 
could  be  obtained  ;  and  the  fecret  remained 
With  themlelves,  till  the  danger  was  over,  and 
the  government  had  pafled  into  other  hands. 

A  law  had  been  made,  for  holding  the  In- 
ferior Court  of  Common  Pleas,  alternateiy  in 
each  of  the  four  old  towns  ;  and  the  pradiice 
had  been  continued  for  feveral  years,  much 
to  the  convenience  and  fatisfatlion  of  the 
people  ;  but  Dunbar  remonflratcd  agalnft  itj 
to  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  moved  for  a  dil- 
allowance  of  the  a<5^,  becaufe  the  people  wha 
had  obftructed  him  in  his  office  deferved  not 
fo  much  favor.  The  act  was  in  confequence 
difallawed,  and   the  courts  were    afterward 

1735.  confined  to  Portfmoiith.  The  oixier  for  dif- 
allowance,  came  to  the  hands  of  Dunbar,  who 
called  a  meeting  of  the  Council,  that  they 
might  advife  to  its  publication.  A  majority 
of  them  would  not  confent,  till  the  original 
order  was  feat  to  Boilon,and  Governor  Belch- 

jnne  i  j.  ^r  dirccled  the  publication  of  it.  This  tranl» 
aclion  ferved  a5  matter  of  freih  complaint, 
and  was  alleged  as  an  argument  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  a  Governor,  who  Ihould  refide 
conilantly  in  the  Province. 

To  finifh  what  relates  to  Dunbar.  He 
was  carefTed  by  the  party  in  oppolition  to 
Belcher,  under  the  idea  that  he  had  intereil 
enough  in  England,  to  obtain  a  commiffion 
for  the  government  of  New-I-Iampfliire.  In 
1737  he  went  to  England  to  profecute  his  de- 
sign ;  where,  by  his  old  creditors,  he  was  ar» 
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m(ted  znd  thrown  into  prifon.     Thomlinfon    1135, 
found  means  to  liberate  him  ;  but  perceived  ^^,^^5;^. 
that  he  iiad  neither  fteadinefs  nor  ability  for  (ony  ktttrs 
the  ftation  at  which  he  aimed,  nor  intereil 
enough  tx)  obtain  it ;  though,  by  his  prefence 
in  England,  he  ferved  to  keep  up  the  oppoii-   • 
tion  to  Belcher,  and  was  Mfed  as  a  tool  for 
that  ptirpofe,  till  the  object:  v^as  accomplilh- 
ed.     After  which  he  was  (1743)   appointed, 
by  the  Eail  India  Company,  Governor  of  St. 
Helena. 

The  irside  of  the  Province  at  this  time  con- 
fided chiefly  in  the  exportation  of  lumber 
and  fiih  to  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  Ca- 
ribbee  lilands.  Tlie  maft  trade  was  wholly 
confined  to  Great  Britain.  In  the  winter 
final!  veffels  went  to  the  fouthern  Colonies,  j^jjf^'f'^'^p 
Y^ith  Englilh  and  Weft  India  goods,  and  re-  i^f  Board 
turned  with  corn  and  pork.  The  manufac-  ms.'"*  ' 
ture  of  iron  within  the  Province,  which  had 
been  fet  up  by  the  late  Lieutenant  Crovernor 
Wentworth,  and  other  gentlemen,  lay  under 
difcouragement,  for  want  of  experienced  and 
induft rious  workmen.  The  woollen  rnanu- 
facSlure  was  diminifhed,  and  flieep  were  fcarc- 
er  than  formerly  ;  the  common  lands  on 
which  they  ufed  to  feed,  being  fenced  in  by 
the  proprietors.  The  manufa^^lure  of  linen 
was  much  increaied  by  means  of  the  emi- 
grants from  Ireland,  v^^ho  were  ilLilled  in  that 
bufinefs.  No  improvements  were  made  in 
agriculture,  and  the  newly  granted  townfliips 
were  not  cultivated  with  fpirit  or  fuccefs. 

There  had  not  been  any  fettled  Epifcopal 
Church  in  the  province  from  the  beginning, 
till  about  the  year  1732  ;  when  fome  gen- 
tlemen who  were  fond  of  tlie  mode  of  divine 
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1735.  worflilp,  in  the  Church  of  England,  contribu- 
ted to  the  ere^lion  of  a  neat  building  on  a 
commanding  eminence,in  Portfmouth,  which 
they  called  the  Queen's  Chapel.  Mr.  Thom- 
linfon  was  greatly  inftrumental  of  procuring 
them  affiftance  in  England,  toward  complet- 
ing and  furniiliing  it.  It  was  confecrated  in 
1734  ;  and  in  'liiS  they  obtained  Mr.  Ar- 
thur Brown  for  their  Minifter,  with  a  fdary 
from  the  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
in  foreign  parts. 

About  this  time,  the   country  was  vifited 
with  a  new  epidemic  dileafe,  which  has  obtain- 
ed the  name  of  the  throat  d'lflcmf-cr.  The  general 
difcription   of  it  was  a   fwelled  throat,  with 
white  or  aih-colored  fpecks,  an  efflorefcence 
on  the  fkin,  great  debility  of  the  whole  fyf- 
DoogiaC.-*  ^^"^y  ^.ud  a  flroug  tendency  to  putridity.     Its 
praakaj     firft  appearance  was  in   May  1735,  at  King- 
aw  "^Lliia^-  Hon  in  New-Hampfhire,  an  inland  town,  fit- 
ry  fever.    ^-^XQ  ou  a  low  plain.     The  firfl  perfon  feized, 
ritch's       xvas  a  child,  who  died  in  three  days.     About  a 
week  after,  in  another  family,  at  the  diflance 
of  four  miles,  three  children  were  fuccefTively 
attacked,  who  alfo  died  on  the  third  day.     It 
continued  fpreading  gradually,  in  that  town- 
fliip,  through  the  fummcr,   and  of  the   hrft 
forty  who  had  it  none  recovered.     In  Auguil 
it  began  to  make  its  appearance  at  Exeter,  fix 
miles  north-eaftward ;  and  in  September,  at 
Bofton,*   fifty   miles   fouthward,  though   it 

*  On  Its  firft  appearance  in  Bofton,  it  was  fiippofcd  to  be  nothing  more 
^rian  a  comnjoii  cold  ;  hut  when  the  report  of  the  mortality  in  Ncw-Himp- 
fhirc  was  rccciveil,  and  a  ynnrg  man  from  Exeter,  whofc  brother  had  died 
of  ir,  was  feized  (O^oher  1735)  the  hoiifc  was  iliut  and  guar'^el,  and  a 
j;en'ral  alarm  fpread  through  the  neighbouring  towns  and  colonies,  Up- 
frt)  his  death,  no  in'cAion  was  oliferved  in  that  houfe  or  neighbourhood  ; 
btit  the  dif^rmper  appeared  in  other  place.'*,  which  had  no  communication 
with  the  fick.  The  phyficians  did  not  tike  the  infeflion^  nor  convey  it 
to  their  famiii«s,  nor  their  other  [^ati^'nts.     It  was  therefore  condaded^  th»t 


£<}4rr3ti?e. 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


95 


was  Odober,  before  it  reached    Chefter,  the    1735, 
neareil  fettlement  on  the  weft  of  Kingfton. 
It  continued  its  ravages  through  the  fucceed- 
ing   winter  and   fpring,  and  did  not  difap- 
pear  till  the  end  of  the  next  fummer. 

The  mod,  who  died  of  this  peflilence,  were 
children  ;  and  the  diftrefs,  which  it  occafion- 
ed,  was  heightened  to  the  moft  poignant  de- 
gree. From  three  to  fix  children  were  lofl 
out  of  fome  families  ;  feveral  buried  four  in 
a  day,  and  many  loft  their  all.  In  fome 
tov,rns,  one  in  three,  and  in  others  one  in  four 
of  the  iick  were  carried  off.  In  the  parifh  of 
Hampton-Falls  it  raged  moft  violently. 
Twenty  families  buried  all  their  children. 
Twenty  i'even  perfons  were  loft  out  of  five 
families  j  and  more  than  one  fixth  part  of 
the  inhabitants  of  that  place  died  within  thir- 
teen months.  In  the  whole  Province,  not 
lefs  than  one  thoufand  perfons,  of  v.'hom  a- 
bove  nine  hundred  were  under  tv/enty  year^ 
of  age,  fell  vicftims  to  this  raging  diftemper. 

Since  the  fettlement  of  this  country  fuch  a 
nxortality  had  not  been  known.  It  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  diftemper  proved  moft  fatal y 
when  plentiful  evacuations,  particularly 
bleeding,  were  ufed  ;  a  great  proftration  of 
ftrength  being  an  invariable  fymptom.  The 
fummer  of  1735,  when  the  ficknefs  began, 
was  unufually  wet  and  cold,  and  the  eafterly 
wind  greatly  prevailed.     But  it  was  acknowl- 

rt  was  not  like  the  fm^ll  rox-  or  the  plaj^ur,  communicable  by  !pfc<3ion^ 
from  the  Gck  or  froiu  clothe^'  j  and  the  phyficiars  hi^v  ng  by  deCre  of  the 
feledlmen,  held  a  coi^fulriitiot),  jiuhliflied  their  opinion  ;  tKar  it  proceeded 
entirely  fronj  '  foi>  c  occult  qu-'Iiiy  !-  '^e  ;iir  ' 

IVeekly  Newt  Lftttr,  /ipril  1<)^  ^736. 
Dr.  Dou^lt^f'  tonirutes  the  numhtr  of  j  tilon"  v. ho  had    the    ojflcir.rer 
in  Boiloii  at  4000  ;  cl  «(horn  114  died,  which  13  ort  in  35.     The  **hols 
BtimbKr  (^  ilihdbiuiits  at  thac  tim-^  wag  cftituated  at  i6_,coo. 
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1*735.  edged  to  be,  not  '  a  creature  of  tl\e  feafons  ; 
as  it  raged  tlirough  every  part  of  the  year. 
Its  extent  is  faid  to  have  been  *  from  Pema- 
quid  to  Carolina  ;'  but  with  what  virulence 
it  raged,  or  in  what  meafure  it  proved  fatal 
to  the  fouthward  of  New-England,  does  not 
appear. 

The  fame  diflemper  has  made  its  appear- 
ance at  various  times  iince.  hi  1754  and 
1755,  it  produced  a  great  mortality  in  feve- 
ral  parts  of  New-FIampfhire,  and  the  neigh- 
bouring parts  of  Maffachufetts.  Since  that 
time  it  has  either  put  on  a  milder  form,  or 
phyiicians  have  become  better  acquainted 
wdth  it.  The  lafl  time  oi  its  general  fpread- 
ing  was  in  1784,  5,  6  and  7.  •  It  was  firfl 
feen  at  Sanford  in  the  county  of  York  ;  and 
thence  diffufed  itfelf,  very  fiowiy,  through 
moft  of  the  towns  of  New-England  ;  but  its 
virulence,  and  the  mortality  which  it  caufed, 
Dr.  Hal!  V7ere  comparatively  inconfiderable.  '  Its  re~ 
^w«va-  '  ii^ote,  or  predifpoling  caufe,  is  one  of  thofe 
tioDs,  1786*  myfteries  in  nature,  which  baffle  human 
'inquiry.' 
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The  following  Table,  dravin  from  an  account  publiflied  bf 
Mr.  Fitch,  minifter  of  Portfsnouth,  July  26,  1736  ;  is  a 
Bill  of  Mortality  for  14  months  preceding. 
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After  this  account  was  taken  '  feveral  other  children*  died 
of  the  throat  diftemper.  In  the  town  of  Hampton  13  more 
within  the  year  1736.  So  that  the  whole  number  muft  have 
exceeded  a  thoufand.  In  the  towa  of  Kitieiy,  in  the  County 
of  York,  died  122. 

It  appears  alfo,  from  the  church  records  of  Hampton,  that 
from  January  1754,  to  July  1755,  fifty-one  perfocs  died  of  the 
fame  diftemper,  ia  that  tovvn. 
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CHAP.  xvir. 


Siate   of  parties.      Controverfy   about   lines.      CoiMnifioners  <?/- 
yointsd.      'I heir  fejj.on  and  rtjiiU.     appeals.      CcifipLuUs. 


E  have  now  come  to  that  part  of 
the   Hiflory   of  New-Hampfl-iire,   in  which 
may  be  feen,  operating   in  a  fmaller  fphere, 
the   fame  fpirit   of  intrigue   which   has   fre- 
quently intl'aenced   the  cqndud  of  princes, 
and  determined  the  fate  of  nations.     Whilft 
on  the  one  hand,  we  fee  Maifachufetts  ft ifH/ 
afferting  her  chartered  chiims  ;  and  looking 
with    contempt,   on    the   fmall   Province  of 
New-Hampfliire,   over  which   ilie  had  for- 
merly excrcifed  jurifdicflion  ;  we  ihall  fee,  on 
the  other  hand,  New-Ham pilii re  aiming  at  an 
equal  rank,    and   contending  with  her  for  a 
large  portion  of  territoiy  ;    not  depending 
folely  on  argument  ;  but  feeking  her  refuge 
in  the  Royal  favor,  and  making  intereft  with 
the  fervants  of  the  Crown.   Hadthe  controver- 
fy been  decided  by  a  courtof  law,  the  claims 
of  Maflachufetts  would  have  had  as    much 
weight  as   thofe   of  an  individual,  in  a  cafe 
of  private  property  ;  but  the  queilion  being 
concerning  a  line  of  jurifdiclion,  it  was  nat- 
ural  to   expe(5l  a  decifion,  agreeable  to  the 
rules  of  policy  and  convenience  ;  efpecially 
where  the   tribunal   itfelf  was  a  party  con- 
cerned. 

It  muPc  be  obferved,  that  the  party  in  New- 
Hampihire,  who  were  fo  earneftly  engaged 
in  the  eftabiiihment  of  the  boundary  lines, 
had  another  objed  in  view,   to   which  tliis 
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was  fubordinate.     Their    avowed    intention 
was  to  finiili  a  long  controverfy,  which   had 
proved  a  foiirce  of  inconvenience  to  the  peo- 
ple who  refided  on  the  difputed  lands,  or  thofe 
who  fought  an  interell  in   them  ;  but   their 
fecret  defign  was  todifplace  Belcher,  and  ob- 
tain aGovernor  who  fliould  have  no  connexion 
with  MaiTachufetts.    To  accompliih  the  prin- 
cipal, it  was  neceffiu-y   that  the    fubordinate 
obje(5l  ihould  be   vigorouily    purfued.     The 
Government  of  New-Kampfliire,  with  a  fala- 
Tj  of  fix  hundred  pounds,  and   perquifites 
amounting   to  two   hundred   poumls   more, 
equal  in  the  whole  to  about   eight    hundred 
dollars  per  annum,  was   thought   to  be   not 
worthy  the  attention  of  any  gentleman  ;  but 
if  the  lines  could  be  extended  on  both  fides, 
there  would  be  at  once  an  increafe  of  territo- 
ly,  and  a  profpe6i  of  fpeculating   in   landed 
property  ;  and  in  future  there  would  be   an 
increafe  of  cultivation,   and  confequently   of 
ability  to  fupport  a  Governor. 

The  people  were  told  that  the  lands  would 
be  granted  to  them  ;  and  by  this  bait  they 
were  induced  to  favor  the  plan  ;  whilft  the 
miniftry  in  England,  were  flattered  with  the 
idea,  of  an  increafe  of  crown  influence  in  the 
plantations. 

The  leading  men  in  MaiTachufetts  were 
aware  of  the  views  of  thofe  in  New-Hamp- 
fliire,  and  determined  to  guard  againft  them. 
They  prefumed,  that  a  line  of  jurifdidion 
would  not  affe<ft  property  ;  and  therefore  en- 
deavored to  fecure  the  lands  to  themfelves, 
by  poileiTion  and  improvement,  as  far  as  it 
was  pradlicable.  The  iame  idea  prevailed 
among  the  Governor's  friends  inNew-Hamp- 
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fhire.  Tltey  perceived,  that  a  tradl  of  wil~ 
dernefs  on  the  north  eaftern  fide  of  Merri- 
mack River,  and  the  ponds  which  flov^  into 
it,  mull  doubtlefs  fall  into  New-Hampfhire. 
For  thefe  lands  thev  petitioned  the  Governor^ 
and  a  charter  was  prepared,  in  v/hich  this 
whole  tract,  called  King's-Wood,  was  granted 
to  them.  It  contained  all  the  lands  not  be- 
fore granted,  between  the  bounds  of  New- 
Hampihire  on  the  fouth-weft  and  north-eaft  ; 
which,  according  to  the  ideas  of  thofe  con- 
cerned, would  have  been  fufEcient  for  about 
four  large  townlhips. 

Governor  Belcher  had  a  difBcult  part  to 
aOi,  He  was  at  the  head  of  two.  rival  Prov- 
inces ;  he  had  friends  in  both,  who  were  feek- 
ing  their  own  as  well  as  the  public  intereil  : 
He  had  enemies  in  both,  who  were  watching 
hun,  eager  to  lay  hold  on  the  mod  trivial 
miilake,  and  magnify  It  to  his  difadvantage. 
His  own  intereil  was  topreferve  his  commif- 
fion,  and  counteracl:  the  machinations  of  his 
enemies  ;  but  as  the  fettlement  of  the  line, 
and  the  removing  of  him  from  his  office, 
were  carried  on  at  the  fame  time,  and  by  the 
fame  perfons,  it  was  difficult  for  him  to  op- 
pofe  the  latter,  without  feeming  to  oppofe 
the  former.  Befides,  Mr.  Wilks,  the  agent  of 
MalTachafetts,  was  well  known  to  be  his 
friend  ;  and  when  it  was  found  necelTary  to 
increafe  the  number,  one  of  them  was  his 
brother,  Mr.  Patridge.  On  the  other  hand, 
IVlr.  Rindge  and  Mr.  Thomlinfbn  were  his 
avowed  enemies.  There  v/as  alfo  a  difference 
in  the  mode  of  appointing  thefe  agents.  Thofe 
of  Mailachufetts  were  conflituted  by  the 
Council  and  Reprefentatives,  v/ith  the  Gov- 
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ernor's  confent.  Thofe  of  New-Hampfhire 
were  chofen  by  the  Reprefcntatives  only,  the 
Council  nonconcurring  in  the  choice  ;  which, 
of  courfe,  could  not  be  fandlioned  by  the 
Governor's  fignature,  nor  by  the  feal  of  the 
Province. 

When  the  petition  which  Rindgeprefented  1732. 
to  the  King,  had  been  referred  to  the  Board 
of  Trade,  and  a  copy  of  it  given  to  Wilks,  to 
be  fent  to  his  conftituents,  it  became  necefla- 
ry  that  they  iliould  inftrudl  him.  Their  in- 
ftrudlions  were  defignedly  expreffed  in  fuch  u''^-" "" 
aiTibioruous  terms,  that  he  was  left    to    euefs  ^V'."'^'"  f^ 

.  1-  111  i  r  titions  and 

their  meanmg,  and  atterward  blamed  tor  not  repn  of 
obferving  their  dire6:ions.  Kis  embarralT-  xra^^  ^^s. 
ment  on  this  occaiion,  expreffed  in  his  petition 
and  counter  petition,  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
protra<5led  the  bufinefs,  and  gave  it  a  com- 
plexion, unfavorable  to  his  conflituents, 
but  extremely  favorable  to  the  defign  of  New- 
Hamplhire. 

To  bring  forward  the  controverfy,  Parris,  i^oo 
the  folicitor  for  the   agents   of   New-Hamp-  •' 

Ihire,  moved  a  queftion,  '  From  what  part  of  I'-Hf''^ 
'  Merrimack  river  the   line   fliould    begin  ?' ms. reform 
The  Board  of  Trade  referred  this   queilion, 
to  the  Attorney   and  Solicitor  General,   Vvho 
appointed  a  day  to  hear  council  on  both  fides. 
The  council  for  Nev/-Hampihire  infilled,  that 
the  line  ought  to  begin  three  miles  north  of 
the  mouth  of  the  Merrimack.     The   council 
for  Maffachufetts  declared,  that  in  their  opin- 
ion, the  folution  of  this  queilion  would   not 
determine  the  controverfy,  and  therefore  de- 
clined faying  any  thing  upon  it.     The  attor-  I'-ro^ 
ney  and  folicitor  reported,  that '  whether  this 
*  were  fo  or  not,  they  could  not  judge  ;  but 
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1734.    *  as  the  qneflion  had  been  referred  to  them, 

jnne  J.       '  thcy  wcrc  of  opinion,  that  according  to  the 

'  charter  of  William  and  Mary,  the  dividing 

'  line  ought  to    be  taken^   from   three   miles 

*  north  of  the  mouth  of  Merrima.ck,  where  it 

*  runs  into  the  fea.'     Copies  of  this  opinion 
-j^-or     WG^6  given  to  each  party  ;  and  the  Lords  of 

^'    Trade  reported,  that  the  King  fliould  appoint 
Ju«e  s-      Commiilioners,  from  the  neighboring  Provin- 
ces, to  mark  out  the  dividing  line.     This  re- 
port was  approved  by  the  Lords  of  Council. 
Much  time  was  fpent  in  references,  mefTa- 
17^7     ges  and  petitions,  concerning  the  adjuitment 
of  various  matters  ;  and  at  length,  the  prin- 
feb.  4  &9.  Q'lp^i  heads  of  the  commiiTion  were  determin- 
ed.    The  firfl  was,   that  the   commiilioners 
fhould  be  apointed,  from  among  the   Coun- 
fellors  of  New-York,  New-Jerfey,  Pvhode-Ifl- 
and  and  Nova- Scotia.     Thefe  were  all  royal 
governments,  except  Rhode-Illand  ;  and  with 
that  Colony,  as  well  as  New-York,  Maflachu- 
fetts  had   a  controverfy,  refpecling   bounda- 
ries.    Conne(5licut,  though  propofed,  was  de- 
iignedly  omitted,  becaufe   it   was   imagined 
that  they  would  be  partial  to  Maffachufetts, 
from  the  iimilarity  of  their  habits  and  inter- 
eils.     The  other  points    were,    that  twenty 
commiilioners  fliould  be  nominated,  of  whom 
five  were  to  be  a  quorum  ;  that  they  fhould 
Printed      meet  at  Hampton,  in  New-Hampiliire,  on  the 
^••"^f*        firfb  of  Augull,    1737  ;  that  each    Province 
fliould  fend  to  the  Commiihoners,  at  their Jirjl 
vieetlngy  the  names  of  two  public  officers,  on 
v/hom  any  notice,  fummons,  or  final  judg- 
ment might  be  ierved  ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
iliould  exhibit,  in  writing,  a  plain   and    lull 
Hate  of  their  refpe6live  claims,  copies  of  which 
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ihould  be  mutually  exchanged  ;  and  that  if  1737.. 
either  Province  fliould  negle(5l  to  fend  in  the 
names  of  their  officers,  or  the  full  itate  of  their 
demands,  at  the  time  appointed,  then  the 
Commiffioners  Ihould  proceed  ex  parte.  That 
when  the  Commiffioners  ihould  have  made 
and  figned  their  final  determination,  they 
fliould  fend  copies  to  the  public  officers,  of 
each  Province  ;  and  then  ffiould  adjourn  for 
fix  week&,  that  either  party  might  enter  their 
appeal. 

Thefe  points  being  determined  ;  the  Board  ^'''-  *^- 
of  Trade  wrote  letters  to  Belcher,  enclofmg 
the  heads  of  the  propofed  commiffion,  and  di- 
re6ling  him  to  recommend  to  the  Affemblies 
of  each  Province,  to  choofe  their  public  offi- 
cers, and  prepare  their  demands,  by  the  time 
when  the  Commiffioners  were  to  meet.  Thefe 
were  accompanied  with  letters  to  the  Gover- 
nors of  the  feveral  Provinces,  from  which 
the  Commiffioners  were  eleded,  informing 
them  of  their  appointment.  The  letters  were 
delivered  to  Parris,  and  by  him  to  Thomlin-  [J';f;"'i 
fon,  to  be  fent  by  the  firft  ffiip  to  America.  P^tris. 
Thofe  to  Maffiichufetts  and  New-Hampfiiire, 
were  diredled,  the  one  to  Mr.  Belcher,  by 
name,  as  Governor  of  Maffiichufetts  ;  the 
other,  to  the  commander  in  chief,  rcfident  in 
New-Hampffiire ;  and  it  was  required  that  the 
delivery  of  the  letters  ffiould  be  certified  by 
affidavit.  The  defign  of  this  fingular  in- 
jundlion  was^  that  Dunbar,  if  prefent,  fliould 
receive  the  letter,  and  call  the  Aflembly  of 
New-PIampffiire  immediately  ;  and  that  if 
Belcher  ffiould  forbid  or  hinder  it,  the  blame 
of  the  neglecft  ffiould  fall  on  him.  At  the 
fame  time  another   letter,  refpecling  a   peti« 
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1737.  tionofa  borderer  on  the  line,  and  contain- 
ing a  reprimand  to  Belcher,  was  fent  in  the 
fame  manner,  to  be  delivered  by  Dunbar, 
into  Belcher's  hands.  Thefe  intended  af- 
fronts, both  failed  of  their  effe6t  ;  Dunbar 
having,  before  the  arrival  of  the  letters,  taken 
his  paflage  to  England. 

The  anxiety  of  Thomlinfon,    to  have  the 
earlieft  notice  poiTible,  of  the   intended  corn- 
million  fent  to  New-Hampfhire,  led  him  not 
only  to  forward  the   public   letters  ;  but  to 
fend   copies   of  all   the  tranfaclions,   to  his 
Feb.  ij.     friends  there.     In   a   letter    to  Wiggin  and 
Original     Rindge(thecommittee  who  correfpondedwith 
MS  etter.  |^| ^^^  j^^  advifed  them,  to  make  the  neceflary 
preparations,  as  foon  as  polTible,  to  a6l  in  con- 
formity to  the  commifTion  and  inftrucftions  ; 
and  even  went  fo  far  as  to  nominate  the  per- 
fons,  whom  they  fhould  appoint,  to  manage 
their  caufe  before  the  CommifTioners. 
March  i8.       Thefe  papcrs  were   communicated  to  the 
Aflembly,  at  their  feffion  in  March  ;  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  Governor  laid  before  them, 
a  copy  of  the  report  of  the   Board  of  Trade, 
in  favor   of  a  commiflion,   which  had  been 
made    in  the  preceding  December.     In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  Affembly  appointed 
^''  ^'     a  committee  of  eight*  who  were  empowered 

*  to  prepare  witneffes,  pleas  and  allegations, 

*  papers  and  records,  to    be   laid  before   the 

*  Commiffioners  ;  to  provide  for  their  recep- 
'^^'Tdisc  *  ^^°^  ^^^  entertainment,  and  to  draw  upon 
printed      *  the  Trcafurcr  for  fuch  fupplies  of  money  as 

'  might  be  needful.'     This  appointment  was 

*  Shidrach  Walton,  ^  Andrew  Wiepin,'^ 
George  Jaffrcy,  f  Of  the  John  Rii  d -c        f  Of   the 
Jptham  b.liornp,  f  Council.  Thomn>  Packer,  C  Houfc. 
Theodore  Atkiufon.  J  J»aiC8  Jaffrey.     J 
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made  by  the  united  voice  of  the  Council  and  1737. 
Reprefentatives,  and  confented  to  by  the 
Governor  ;  and  though  it  was  made,  three 
weeks  before  the  reception  of  the  letters,  from, 
the  Lords  ef  Trade,  diretfting  the  appointing 
of  public  officers,  and  preparing  a  flatement 
of  claims  ;  vet  it  was  underilood  to  be  a  full 
compliance  with  the  orders  and  expectations 
of  the  government  in  England. 

The  fame  clay  on  which  this  order  pafTed, 
the  Governor  prorogued  the  AfTembly  to  the 
iixth  of  July  ;  and  on  the  twentieth  of  June 
he  prorogued  it  again,  to  the  fourth  of  Au- 
guft. 

The  letters  refpe(?dng  the  commiffion,  were 
delivered  to  Mr.  Belcher,  on  the  tvrenty-fe- 
cond  of  April  ;  and  he  acknowledged  the 
receipt  of  them,  in  a  letter  to  the  Board  of 
Trade,  on  the  tenth  of  May.  The  commif- 
fion  itfeif  was  iflued  on  the  ninth  of  April, 
and  fent  to  Mr,  Rindge  ;  v^ho  kept  it  till  the 
meeting  of  the  Comniiirioners,  and  then  de- 
livered it  to  them.  The  expenfe  of  it,  amount- 
ing to  one  hundred  and  thirty-five  }X)unds 
fterling,  was  paid  by  the  agents  of  New- 
Hamplhire. 

At  the  fpring  feffion  of  the  General  Court  May  a;. 
in  Maffiichufetts  ;  the  Governor   laid  before  ^^rjbif. 
them  the  letter  from  the  Lords  of  Trade,  in- 
cloiing  an  order  from  the  Privy  Council,  and 
recommended  to  them  to  flop    all   procelles 
in  law,  refpedling  any  difputes  of  the  border- 
ers, till  the  boundaries   Ihould  be  determin- 
ed.    During  the   fame  feffion,  he    reminded 
them  of  the  order,  and  defired  them  to   con- 
fider  it ;  telling  them  that  he  had  no  advice  of  juiy  4. 
the    appointment    of  Commifhoners.     His 

O 
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1737,  meaning  was,  that  the  commiffion  itfelf,  in 
which  they  were  named,  had  not  been  fent 
to  him  ;  nor  was  he  adtually  informed  that 
it  was  in  America,  till  after  he  had  prorogued 
the  Ailemblies  of  both  Provinces  to  the  fourth 
of  Augulu  In  obedience  to  the  royal  order, 
Iji^y  S'  the  Aifernbly  of  MafTachufetts  appointed  Jo- 
fiah  Willard,  Secretary,  and  Edward  Winf- 
low,  Sheriff  of  S^iffolk,  to  be  the  two  public 
-  officers ;  on  whom,  c^r  at  whofe  place  of  abode, 
any  notice,  fummons,  or  other  procefs  of  the 
Commiilioners,  might  be  ferved. 

On  the  day  appointed  eight  of  the    Com- 
Augwa  2.  inifhoners  met  at  Hampton/'"     Theypublilli- 
ed  their  commiffion,  opened  their  court,  chofe 
William  Parker  their  clerk,and  George  Mitch- 
el  furveyor.     On  the  fame  day,  the  Commit- 
ws.  (^rigi-  tee  of  eight,  who  had  been  appointed  by  the- 
bySlr'  Aifembly  of  New-Ham.pOiire,  in  April,  ap- 
^f"  peared  >  and  delivered  a  paper  to  the   court, 

reciting  che  order  of  the  King,  for  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  public  officers  ;  alleging 
that  the  Affembly  had  not  been  convened 
fince  the  arrival  of  that  order  ;  but,  that  there 
fhould  be  no  failure  for  want  of  fuch  officers, 
tbey  appointed  Richard  Waldron,  Secretary, 
and  Eleazer  Ruffell,  Sheriff.  They  alfo  de- 
livered the  claim  and  demand  of  Nev^-Hamp- 
iliire,  in  the   following    words.     '  That  the 

*  fouthern  boundary  of  faid  Province  fhould 

*  begin  at  the  end  of  three  miles  north  from 
!?e!;a!^d""''the  middle  of  the  channel  of  Merrimack 
MafTachu-  t  j-^yer,  wlierc  it  ru.ns  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  : 

?ett8  Jour-  ■* 

•"*^'  f  *  ^'*"  Samuel  Vernon,^ 

«  William  Skene  Prcfi.  T  From  John  Gjrdner,        From 

Erafmus  James  rhiiiips,  V  Nova-  J»hn  Totrer^         >  Rhodes 

Otho  Hamikoii.  Jt  Scotia.  Ezekiel  Warner,      Ifland* 

George  Cotnel.  J 
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« nnd  from  tlience  fliould  nm,  on    a  (Iraiglit    1737. 

*  line,  weft,  up  into  the   main   land  (toward 

<  the  fouth  fea)  until  it  meets    his   Majefcy's 

<  other  governments.  And  that  the  northern 
'  boundary  of  New-Hampfhire  ihould  begin 

*  at  the  entrance  of  Pilcataqua  harbour,  and 

*  fo  pafs  up  the  fame,  into  the  river  of  New- 
*ichwanock,  and  through  the  fame,  into 
'  the  farthcd  head  thereof  ;  and  from  thence 

*  northweftward,  (that  is,  north,  lefs  ^  than  a 
'  quarter  of  a  point,  weflwardly)  as  iar  as  the 
'  Britiih  dominion  extends ;  and  alfo  the  weft- 

*  ern  half  of  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,  we    fay,  lies 

*  within  the  Province  of  New-Hanipllure.'^ 

The  fame  day,  Thomas  Berry  and  Benja- 
min Lynde,  Counfellors  of  Mafhichufetts,  ap- 
peared and  delivered  the  vote  of  their  Alfem- 
bly,  appointing  two  public  oihcers,  with  a 
letter  from  the  Secretary,  by  order  of  the 
Governor,  purporting,  that  '  at  the  iaO:  rifmg 
<  of  the  Aflembly  there  was  fw  account  that  any 

*  commiifion  had  arrived  ;  that  the  Aflembly 

*  flood  prorogued  to  the  fourth  of  Auguil  ; 
'  that  a  committee  had  been  appointed,^  to 
« draw  up  a  ftate  of  their    demands,  which 

*  would  be  reported  at  the  next  felfion,  and 
'  therefore  praying  that  this  fliort  delay  mnght 

*  not  operate  to  their  difadvantage.'  Upon 
this,  the  committee  of  New-Hamp(liire  drew 

1  •  Augult  £. 

up  and  prefented  another  paper,  chargmg 
the  government  of  MafTachufetts  with  '  great 
'  backv/ardnefs,  and  averflon  to  any  meafures,^ 

*  which  had  a  tendency  to  the  fettlement  of 
'  this   long  fubfiiling   controverfy  ;  and  alfo 

'  charging  their  agent,  in  England,  with  hav-  ^^^  M'"' 
'  ing   ufed  all  imaginable  artifices,   to   delay 

*  the  iffue  ;  for  which  reafon,  the  agent  of 
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1737.    *  New-Hampfliire  had  petitioned  the    King, 

*  to  give  diredlions,  that  each  party  might  be 

*  fully  prepared,  to  give  in  a  ftate  of  their  de- 
'  mands,  at  thefoji  meeting  of  the  Commiffion- 
'  ers  ;  which  direclion  they  had  faithfully 
'  obferved,  to  the  utmoft  of  their  power  ;  and 
'  as  the  x^lTembly  of  MafTachufetts  had  made 
'  no  feafonable  preparation,  they  did,  in  be- 
*half  of  New-Kampihire,  except  and  proteft 
'  againft  any  claim  or  evidence  being  receiv- 
'  ed  from  them,  and  pray  the  court  to  proceed 
'  ex  parte ^  agreeably  to  the  commiiiion.' 

It  was  alleged  in  favor  of  MafTachufettS', 
that  by  the  firll  meeting  of  the  Commiflion-- 
ers  could  not  be  meant  the  firll  day,  but  the 
iirfl  feilion.  The  court  underllood  the  word 
in  this  fenfe,  and  refolved,  that  Malfachufetts 
fliould  be  allowed  time,  till  the  eighth  of  Au- 
gull:,  and  no  longer,  to  bring  in  their  claims  ; 
and  that  if  they  fliould  fail,  the  court  would 
proceed  ex  parte.  The  Court  then  adjourned 
to  the  eighth  day. 
Aiigjift  4.  The  Aflfembly  of  New-Hampfliire  met  on 
the  fourth  ;  and  the  Secretary,  by  the  Gov- 
ernor's order,  prorogued  them  to  the  tenth, 
then  to  meet  at  Hampton-Falls.  On  the  fame 
Maff.chn-  day,  the  AfTembly  of  Malfachufetts  met  at 
fett.xtr  n-  Bollon  ;  and  after  they  had  received  the  re- 
port  of  the  committee,  who  had  drawn  up 
their  claim,  and  difpatched  expreffes  to  New- 
York  and  New-Jerfey,  to  expedite  the  other 
ComniifTioners  ;  and  appointed  a  committee 
to  fupport  their  claims  ;*  the  Governor  ad- 

*  This  committee  ccnGllcJ  of  E.imuu  1  Quincy.  Wiliiam  Dudley,  Sam- 
uel Wei  p"!,  Thoma*  Bsriy^  and  Bcrjiniin  l.ytif'ej  of  the  Counnl  ;  and 
EushaCoke  Thomas  Cufliing,  job  'Xlmyj  Huary  Rolf<^  an  j  N.ithaD» 
iel  P.afi"  ^  of  the  Hnife.  Cooke  ditd  %V\  c  ihr'  Corn't  ffioners  wete  fir- 
ting,     ile  had  bcsn  tmplcjed  «d  f.he   laoie  affair  at  NcwbHrjr  m  i/jt, 
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journed  them,  to  the  tenth  day,  then  to  meet  1737. 
at  Saliibury.  Thus  the  Aflemblies  of  both 
Provinces  were  drawn  within  five  miles  of 
each  other  ;  and  the  Governor  declared,  in 
his  fpeech,  that  he  would  '  adl  as  a  common 
'  father  to  both.' 

The  claim  of  MafTachufetts  being  prepared,  ^uquft  8. 
was  delivered  to  the  Court,  on  the  day  ap- 
pointed. After  reciting  their  grant  and  char- 
ters and  the  judicial  determination  in  1677, 
they  alTerted  their  '  claim  and  demand.  Hill 
'  to  hold  and  poffefs,  by  a  boundary  line,  on  iTg^i 

*  the  ibutherly  fide  of  New-Hampihire,  be- 
'  ginning  at  the  fea,  three  Englilh  miles  north 
'  from  the  Black  Rocks,  fo  called,  at  the  mouth 

*  of  the  river  Merrimack,  as  it  emptied  itfelf 
'  into  the  fea  fixty  years  ago  ;  thence  run- 
'  ning  parallel  with  the  river,  as  far  north- 
'  ward  as  the  crotch  or  parting  of  the  river  ; 
'  thence  due  north,  as  far  as  a  certain  tree, 
'  commonly  known  for  more  than  feventy 
'  years  pad,  by  the  name  of  Endicot's  tree  ; 
'  {landing  three  miles  northward  of  faid  crotch 
'  or  parting  of  Merrimack  river  ;  and  thence, 

*  due  weft  to  the  South  Sea  ;  which  (they  iliid) 

*  they  were  able  to  prove,  by  ancient  and  in- 
'  conteftible  evidence,  were  the  bounds  inten- 

*  ded,  granted,  and  adjudged  to  them  ;  and 
'  they  infifted  on  the  grant  and  fettlement  as 

*  above  faid,  to  be  conclufive  and  irrefragable. 

'  On  the  northerly  fide  of  Nevv-Hampfiiire, 

*  they  claimed  a  boundary  line,  beginning  at 
'  the  entrance  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  ;  pafiing 

and  it  was  by  his  tieans  that  the  bufii^efs  was  then  obdrufled.  In  refer- 
enre  to  this,  Belcher^  in  a  f^rtvitc  letter  riy!«,  *  Gcprations  to  tome  will 
rife  uy>  an<i  e^li  him  cursed.'  O  i  account  "f  C>;oke's  dcith,  and  the  ab- 
fence  of  another  mcmbtr,  tbey  appointed  John  Read  aud  Robert  Auchoan- 
ry.     AuguR  13. 
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1737.    *  np  the  fame,  to  the   river  Newichwanock  ; 
'  through  that  to  the   fartheft    head   thereof, 

*  and  from  theoxe  a  due  north  wed  line,  till 

*  one  hundred  and   twenty   miles    from   the 
'  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  iiarboar  be  finifhed.' 

The  Court  ordered  copies  of  the  claims  of 
each  Province,  to  be  drawn  and  exchanged  ; 
and  having  appointed  Benjamin  Rolfe  of  Bof- 
ton,  an  additional  Clerk,  tin  y  adjourned  to 
the  tenth  day  of  the  month. 
Aaguft  lo.  On  that  day  both  AHemblies  met  at  the 
appointed  places,  A  cavalcade  was  formed 
from  Bofton  to  Saiifbury,  and  the  Governor 
rode  in  Hate,  attended  by  a  troop  of  horfe.* 
He  was  met  at  Newbury  ferry  by  another 
troop  ;  who,  joined  by  three  niore  at  the  fup- 
pofed  divifional  line,  condudled  him  to  the 
George  Tavern,  at  Hampton-Falls  ;  where 
he  held  a  Council  and  made  a  fpeech  to  the 
Aflembly  of  New-Hamplhire.  Whilft  both 
Airemblies  were  in  feilion  ;  the  Governor, 
with  a  feie6l  company,  made  an  excuriion,  of 
three  days,  to  the  falls  of  Amufl^eag  ;  an  ac- 
count of  which  was  publiflied  in  the  papers, 
and  concluded  in  the  following  manner  : 
BofVon  *  ^^^  Excellency  was  much  pleafed  with  the 
Weekly  «  fine  foii  of  Chefler,  the  extraordinary  im- 
"  ^'^AuJ! ' '  provements  at  Derry,  and  the  mighty  falls 
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^^'  '  at  Skeaa:. 


*  This  p-oceffion   occafioned    the  following  pafqainade,  in  an  afTumed 
Hibernian  ftyle. 

'  Dear  P.kjc^.-,  yea  ne'er  di<1  behold  fnch  a  fight, 
As  ■ytfterf'ay  nxirning  was  feen  before  night. 
You  in  all  your  born  riays  faw,  nor  I  didn't  neither. 
So  man-;  fii'C  horfes  and  n;en  ride  together. 
At  the  he;!'!,  the  lower  honfe  trotted  two  in  a  row. 
Then  a!i  the  lr(>hrr  hoiile  pranc'-l  after  the  low  ; 
Then  tlie  Governor's  coach  pailop'd  on  like  the  wind. 
And  the  hft  that  came  forenio'l  were  troopers  behind  ; 
But  I  feat  ii  means  rio  eoot!^  to  your  neck  nor  mine  ; 
For  ihf.y  lay  'tis  to  62  a  righf  flaec  for  the  iine.* 

Colledion  of  Peems,  p.  54. 
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111  the  fpeech,  which  the  Governor  made  1737^ 
to  die  AiTembly  of  New-Ham pfiiire,  he  re^ 
comm?nrted  to  them  to  appoint  two  ofEcers, 
agreeably  to  his  Majefty's  commiilion.  The 
AIleniDly  appeared  to  be  much  furprifed  at 
this  fpeech  ;  and  in  their  aiifwcr,  iliid,  tliat 
'  the  comraitcee  before  appointed  had  already  ^^cmhir 

*  given  in  the  names  of  two   oiiicers,    which  ^';"^7^^^^'"^ 

*  they  approved  of  ;  for  had  it  not  been  done,  brks. 
*-at  the  fnil  meeting  of  the    Commiffioners-, 
^they  might  have  proceeded  ex  pi? rle.^* 

Confiderin^:  the  temper  and  views  of  Mr.- 
Belcher's  opponents,  this  was  rather  unfortu- 
nate for  him,  fo  foon  after  his  profeffion  o£ 
being  '  a  common  father  to  both  Provinces.' 
For  if  the  committee  had  a  right  to  nominate 
the  tv^o  officers,    then  his    recommendation 
was  needlefs  ;  if  they  had  not,  it  might  juft- 
ly  be  allied,  v^rhy  did  he  not  call  the  AiTem- 
bly together,  on  the  iixth  of  July,    to  which 
day  they  had   been    prorogued  ?     The  ex- 
cufe  was,,  that  he  did  it,  to  avoid  any    objec- 
tion, which  might  be  made  to  the  regularity 
of  their  appointment ;  and  to  give  them   an 
opportunity  to  ratify  and   confirm  it.     The 
truth  was,  that  Mr.  Belcher  highly  refented 
the  cond/acl  of  the  committee  of  New-Ham p- 
fliire,  who  concealed    the    commiiTion,   and 
never  communicated  it  to  him  in  form.     Had 
he  been  aware  of  the  ufe,  which  his  enemies 
might  make,  af  his  rigid  adherence  to  forms>, 
when  he  coidd  not  but  know  the  contents  oi" 
the  commillion,  and  the  time  when    it  muft 
be  executed,  prudence  might  have  didlated  a 
more  flexible  eondutft.     They   did   not  fail^ 
to  make  the  utmoit  advantage  of  liis  miftakes^ 
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J  737.    to  ferve  the  main  caufe  which  they  had  in 
view. 

The  exprelTes  which  were  fent  by  MaiTa- 
chufetts,  to  call  the  other  Commiliioners,  had 
no  other  efFecl  than  to  add  to  the  number, 
Philip  Livingftone,  from  New- York  ;  who, 
being  fenior  in  nomination,  prefided  in  the 
Court. 

To  prevent  th-e  delay,  which  would  una- 
voidably attend  the  taking  of  plans  from  ac- 
tual furveys  ;  the  Gommiilioners  recom- 
mended, to  both  Affemblies,  to  agree  upon  a 
plan,  by  which  the  pretenfions  of  each  Prov- 
ince fliould  be  underftood  ;  but  as  this  could 
not  be  done,  a  plan  drawm  by  Mitchel  was 
accepted,  and  when  their  refult  was  made 
this  plan  was  annexed  to  it.  They  then  pro- 
ceeded to  hear  the  anfwers,  which  each  party 
made,  to  the  demands  of  the  other,  and  to 
examine  wicnefles  on  both  fides.  Neither 
party  was  willing  to  admit  the  evidence,  pro- 
duced by  the  other,  and  mutual  exceptions 
and  protefts  were  entered.  The  points  in 
debate  were,  whether  Merrimack  river,  at 
that  time,  emptied  itfelf  into  the  lea,  at  the 
fame  place  where  it  did  fixty  years  before  ? 
Whether  it  bore  the  fame  name,  from  the 
fea,  up  to  the  crotch  ?  and  whether  it  were 
poifible  to  draw  a  parallel  line,  three  miles 
northward,  of  every  part  of  a  river ;  the 
coiirfe  of  which  was,  in  fome  places,  from, 
north  to  fouth  ? 

With  refpect  to  the  boundary  line,  between 
New-Hampihire  an  i  iMaine  ;  the  controvert- 
ed i:)olnts  were,  whether  it  -hould  run  up  the 
niid.ile  of  the  river,  or  on  its  north-eallern 
fhore  J  and  whether  the  line,  from  the  head 
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of  the  river,  ihould  be  due  north-weft,  or  on-    1737. 
ly  a  few  degrees  weft  ward  of  north. 

The  grand  point  on  which  the  whole  con- 
troverfy  refpecling  the  fouthern  line  turned, 
was,  whether  the   charter   or   William    and 
Mary  granted  to  Maffachufetts,  all  the  lands 
wliich  were  granted,  by  the  charter  of  Charles 
the   firft  ?  On    this    queftion,   the   Com-:'iif- 
iioners  did  not  come  to  any  conclufion.    Rea- 
ibns  of  policy  might  have   forne   weight,   to 
render  them  indecifive  ;  but,  whether  it  were 
really  fo  or  not,   they  made  and  pronounced 
their  refult  in  the  following  words.    In  '  pur-  sept.  a. 
fuance    of  his    Majefcy's   commiffion,   the  ms  ccpy. 
Court  took  under  conficieration,  the  eviden- 
ces, pleas,  and  allegations  offered  and  made  Slr^thu. 
by  each  party  ;  and  upon   mature    advife-  J^",',,,'^^' 
ment  on  the  whole,  a  doubt  arofe  in   point  3S- 
of  law  ;  and  the  Court  thereupon  came  to 
tiie  following  refolution.     That  if  the  char- 
ter of  Kin"-  William  and  Ouecn  Marv,  c:rants 
to  the  Province  of  MalFachuietts    Bay,   all 
the  lands  granted  by   the  charter   of  King 
Charles  the  firft,  lying  to  the  northward  of 
Merrimack  river  ;  then  the  Court   adjudge 
and  determine,  that  a  line  lliall  run,   paral- 
lel with  the  faid  river,  at  the  diftance  of  three 
Englifli  miles,  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
faid  river,  beginning  at  the  foutherly  fide  of 
the   Black  Rocks,  fo  called,    at   low   water 
mark  and  from  thence  to  run  to  the  crotch, 
where  the  rivers  of  Pemigewaffet  and  Win- 
ipifeogee  meet  ;  and  from  thence  due  north 
three  miles,  and  from  thence  due  weft,  to- 
;  ward  the  fouth  fea,  until  it  meets   with   his 
Majefty's  other  governments  ;  which  ihall 
be  the  boundary  or  dividing  line,  between 

P 
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17^7.    '  the  laid    Provinces   of  Mairachuietts    and 

*  New-HampfliireyOn  that  fide.     But,  if  other- 

*  wife,  then  the  Court  adjudge  and  determine, 
'  that  a  line  on  the  foutherly  fide  of  New- 
'  Hampfliire,  beginning  at  the  diftance  of 
'  three  miles  north,  from  the  foutherly  fide  of 
'  the  Black  Rocks  aforefiid,  at  low  water 
'  mark,  and  from  thence  running  due  well:, 
'  up  into  the  main  land,  toward  the  fouth 
'  fea,  until  it  meets  with  his  Majeily's  other 

*  governments,  fliall  be  the  boundary  line  be- 

*  tween  the  faid  Provinces,  on  the  fide  afore- 
'  faid :  Which  point  in  doubt, the  Court  hum- 
'  bly  fubmit,  to  the  wife  confideration  of  his 

*  moll  facred  Majefty,  in  his  Privy  Council  ; 

*  to  be  determined  according  to  his  royal  will 

*  and  pleafure. 

'  As  to  the  northern   boundary,   between 

*  the  faid  Provinces,  the  Court  refolve  and  de- 

*  termine  ;  that  the  dividing  line  lliall   pafs 

*  through  the  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour, 
'  and  up  the  middle  of  the  river  of  Newich- 

*  wanock,  (part  of  w'hich  is  now   called   Sal- 

*  mon-Falls)  and  through  the  middle  of  the 

*  fame,  to  the  fartheft  head  thereof,  and  from 

*  thence  north,    two  degrees    w^efterly,  until 

*  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  be  finiflied, 
'  from  the  mouth  of  Pifcataqua  harbour  afore- 
'  faid  ;  or  until  it  meets  with   his  Majefty's 

*  other  governments.    And,  that  the  dividing 

*  line  Ihall  part  the  Ifles  of  Shoals,    and    run 

*  through  the  middle  of  the  harbour,  between 

*  the  iilands,  to  the  fea,  on  the  foutherly  fide  j 

*  and  that  the  fouth weflerly  part  of  faid  ifl- 
'  ands  fhall  lie  in,  and  be  accounted  part  of, 

*  the  Province  of  New-PIampfliire  ;  and  that 
•*  the  norch-eaRerly   part  thereof  fliall  lie  in, 
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'  and  be  accounted  part  of,  the  Province  of    1737. 

*  MafTachufetts  Bay  ;  and  be  held  and  enjoy- 

*  ed  by  the  faid  Provinces  refpedlively,  in  the 

*  flime  manner  as  they  now  do,  and  have  here- 

*  tofore  held  and  enjoyed  the  fame. 

'  And  the  Court  do  further  adjudge,  that 

*  the  cod  and  charge  arihng   by   taking   out 

*  the  CommilTion,  and  alio  of  the   Commif- 

*  (loners  and  their  officers,  viz.  the  two  Clerks, 
'  Surveyor  and  Waiter, for  their  travelling  ex- 

*  penfes,  and  attendance  in  the  execution  of  the 

*  fame,be  equally  borne  by  the  faid  Provinces.' 

Thus  this  long  depending  qucflion,  after 
all  the  time,  expenfe  and  argument,  which  it 
had  occafioned,  remained  undecided. 

When  this  evafive  decree  was  publiiliedy 
the  Commiffioners  adjourned,  to  the  four- 
teenth of  October,  to  receive  appeals  ;  and 
the  fame  day,  the  Governor,  at  the  requefl  of 
the  Council  only,  adjourned  the  Affembly  of 
New-Hampiliire  to  the  twelfth  of  OcSloben 
By  this  fudden  adjovirnment,  it  was  impoflx- 
ble  for  them  to  obtain  a  copy  of  the  decree^ 
before  their  difperfion,  or  to  frame  an  appeal, 
till  two  days  before  the  time,  when  it  mufl, 
have  been  prefented.  The  Affembly  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  continued  their  feffion,  at  Salifbu- 
ry,  five  days  longer.  On  the  fifth  of  Sep- 
tember, they  obtained  copies  of  the  royal 
Gommiirion,  and  the  decree  of  the  Commif- 
fioners, which  they  entered  on  their  journal. 
On  the  fixth,  they  agreed  upon  an  appeal  ; 
and  on  the  feventh,  at  the  united  requell:  of 
both  Houles,  the  Governor  adjourned  them 
to  the  12th  of  Odober. 

The  fudden  adjournment  of  the  Affembly 
of  New-Hampfhire,  when  that  of  Maffachu- 
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1737.  fetts  continued  their  fefTion,  was  unfortunate 
for  lyovernor  Belcher  ;  and  gave  his  oppo- 
nents another  advantage, to  purfue  their  grand 

_ .    .      de{i:j^n  as^ainft    hun.     The   reafbns  afTiened 

Printed  P  ^  "      , 

bncf.  for  it  were,  that  the  report  of  the  Commif- 
lioners  being  fpecial,  the  whole  matter  would 
of  courfe  come  before  the  King,  without  any 
appeal  from  either  Province.  For  this  rea- 
fon,  a  majority  of  the  Council  were  againft  an 
appeal.  That  as  the  committee,  appointed 
in  i\pril,  had  the  fame  power  to  a6l  in  the 
recefs,  as  in  the  fefiion  of  the  AfTembly  ;  and, 
as  the  Council  were  againft  appealing  ;  fo 
the  appeal  could  not  be  made,  by  the  whole 
Aiiembly,    and     therefore     the     Governor 

,  thought,  that  the  bcft  fervice  which  he  could 

do  to  the  Province,  was  to  adjourn  the  AfTem- 
bly, and  leave  the  whole  buiinefs  in  the  hands 
of  the  committee.  AVith  rGfpe6l  to  the  ihort 
time,  between  the  12th  and  14th  of  Odlober, 
it  was  obferved,  that  the  claim  of  New-Hamp- 
fliire  was  contained  in  a  fcv/  lines,  and  their 
exceptions  to  tlie  judgment  of  the  Commif- 
fioners  might  be  prepared  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hc'ur. 

Both  Affembiies  met  again,    in  the    fame 

oa.  13.  places,  at  tiie  appointed  time.  The  Repre- 
fentatives  of  New-Hampfliire  having,  by  the 
help  of  their  committee,  in  the  recefs  of  the 
AfTembly,  obtained  the  papers,  framed  their 
exceptions  and  fent  a  melTage,  to  know  if  the 
Council  w^ere  fitting  ;  but  the  Council  be- 
ing determined  againft  an  appeal,  had  met 
and  adjourned,  without  doing  any  bufinefs. 
The  Houfe  therefore  was  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cefTity  of  deiiring  the  CommifTioners  to  receive 
their  appeal,  without  the  concurrence  of  the 
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Governor  and  Council.  The  appeal,  from  1737. 
die  Airenibly  of  MalTLichufetts,  was  prefented 
in  due  form,  authenticated  by  the  Speaker, 
Secretary  and  Governor.  Their  committee 
entered  a  proteft  againlf  the  appeal  of  New- 
Hampihire,  becaufe  it  vi^as  not  an  ?L<Et  of  the 
whole  Legiiiature  ;  neverthelefs,  the  Com- 
inillioners  received  it,  and  entered  it  on  their 
minutes.  Having  received  thefe  appeals,  the 
Com  niilioriers  adjourned  their  Court  to  the 
firil  of  Auguil  in  the  next  year,  but  they  nev- 
er met  again. 

The  Affembly  of  MafFachufetts  appointed 
Edmund  Ouincy  and  Richard  Partridge  feus  jour- 
Agents, to  join  with  Francis  Wilks,their  form-  Je^^,if ' 
er  agent,  in  the  profecution  of  their  appeal 
before  the  King  ;  and  raifed  the  fum  of  two 
thoufind  pounds  fleriing,  to  defray  the  ex- 
penfe. 

When  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Hamp- 
ihire  propofed  the  railing  of  money,  to  profe-  p^j^,,^ 
cute  their  appeal,  the  Council  nonconcurred  briet. 
the  vote.  Their  reafous  were,  that  the  ap- 
peal v/as  not  an  acl  of  the  Council  ;  that  they 
had  no  voice  in  the  appointment  of  the  agent ; 
and,  that  at  the  beginning  of  the  affair,  the 
Ho ufe  had  declared  to  the  Council,  that  the 
expenfe  of  it  would  be  defrayed  by  private 
fiibfcT'iption, 

At  this  felTion  of  the  Mafllichufetts  Affem- 
bly, Mr.  Belcher  put  them  in  mind  that  he 
had  fuffered  in  his  intereft,  by  the  continual- 
ly linking  value  of  their  bills  of  credit,  in 
which  his  falary  was  paid  ;  a  point  which  Hmd.mfoB 
he  had,  often  before,  urged  them  to  confider.  "-  390. 
In  anfwer  to  this  meffage,  they  made  him  a 
grant  of  ^333,6,8,in  bills  of  the  new  tenor.  iX?J' 
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1737.  The  fame  day,  they  made  a  grant  of  the  like 
fum,  to  the  Prelident  of  Harvard  College. 
Both  thefe  fums  appear  to  have  been  jullly 
due  ;  and  at  any  other  thne,  no  exception 
could  have  been  made  to  either.  But,  be- 
caufe  the  grant  to  the  Governor  happened  to 
be  made,  at  the  fame  time  with  the  grant  of 
^2000  fterling  to  the  agents,  his  opponents 
pretended,  that  he  received  it  as  a  bribe,  from 
the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts,  for  favoring 
their  cauie. 

The  appeal  of  Nev/-Hamplhire,  from  the 

Mss.  judgment  of  the  Commiflioners,  w^s  found- 
ed on  the  following  reafons.  With  refpedl 
to  the  foutherly  line  ;  becaufe  it  made  the 
Black  Rocks,  lying  in  a  bay  of  Merrimack 
river,  the  point  from  which  the  three  miles 
were  to  be  meafured  ;  which  point  was  three 
quarters  of  a  mik  north  of  the  river's  mouth  ; 
and,  becaufe  a  line,  parallel  with  the  river, 
was  not  only  impradlicable,  but  founded  on 
the  old  charter,  which  had  been  vacated  ;  and, 
if  pradlicable,  yet  ought  not  to  go  farther 
than  the  river  held  a  weflerly  courfe.  With 
refpecl  to  the  northern  boundary,  they  ob- 
jedled  to  that  part  of  the  judgment  only, 
which  diredled  the  line  to  run  up  the  middle 
of  the  river  ;  alleging  that  the  grant  to  Gor- 
ges was  only  of  land,  between  that  river  and 
.  Kennebec  ;  and  that  New-Hampfhire  had  al- 
ways been  in  polleflion  of  the  whole  river, 
and  had  maintained  a  fortrefs  which  com- 
manded its  entrance. 

The  appeal  of  Maffachufetts  was  grounded 
on  the  following  reafons.  That  by  the  char- 
ter of  William  and  Mary,  the  old  Colony  of 
Mifllichufetts   was    re-incorporated  without 
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any  exception  ;  that  this  charter  empowered    1737» 
the  Governor  and  General  AfTembly  to  grant; 
all  lands,  comprehended  in  the  old  Colony  ; 
that  the  committee  of  New-Hampihire    ac- 
knowledged, that  New-Hampihire  lay  with- 
out the  late  Colony  of  Maflachufetts,  by  de- 
claring that  it  was  between  that  and  the  Prov- 
ince of  Maine  ;  that  the  weft  line,  claimed  by 
New-Hampfliire,  would  crofs  Merrimack  riv- 
er, thirty  miles  from  its  mouth,  and  exclude 
forty  miles  of  faid  river  out  of  MaiTachufetts^ 
though  declared,  by  both  charters,   to  be   in 
it.     They  objedled  to  extending  the  line  of 
New-Hampfliire  till  it  fliould  meet  with  hia 
Majefty's  other  governments  ;  becaufe  accord- 
ing to  Mapm  s grant ^  New-Flamplhire  could 
extend  no  farther  than  fixty  miles  from  the 
fea.     With  refpe6\  to  the  northern  boundary, 
they  objedled  to  a  line   north,  two  degrees 
weftwardly,  alleging  that  it  ought  to   be  on 
the  northweft  point  ;  they  alfo  excepted  to 
the  protracftion  of  this  line,  till  it  fhould  meet 
with  his  Majefty's   other  governments  ;  al- 
leging that  it  ought  to  extend  no  farther  than 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles,  the  fixed  lim- 
its of  the  Province  of  Maine. 

It  was  unfortunate  for  Maftlichufetts  that 
their  committee  had  brought  Mafon's  grant, 
in  evidence  to  the  Commiflioners,  and  again 
recited  it  in  their  appeal  ;  for  a  line  of  fixty 
miles  from  the  fea  would  crofs  Merrimack 
river,  long  before  the  flmilar  curve  line,  for 
which  they  contended^  could  be  completed. 
Befides,  Mafon's  grant  extended  to  Naum- 
keag  ;  which  was  much  further  fouthward, 
tJian  they  would  have  been  willing  to  admit. 

It  may  feem  curious  and  unaccountable  to 
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1737.    mofl  readers,  that  the  Commiffioners   fliould 
determine  the  northern,    or  rather   eaftern 
bounds  of  the  northern  part  of  New-Hamp- 
Ihire,   to  be  a  line    drawn  m?'tl\  two  degrees 
ivejierly^  from  the  head  of  Salmon-fall  River  ; 
when  the  exprefs    words  of  Gorges'    patent 
are  '  north  weilward.'     The  agents  for  Maf- 
fJnU^'-s    ^^chufetts,  when  this  claim  was   put    in  by 
New-Hamplliire,  could    hardly  think  it  was 
ferioufly  meant,  when  it  was  alleged  that  by 
northweilward  miift  be  underilood,   north  a 
/////c?  weftward.     7'he  only  oftenfible  reafon, 
MS  mill-    given  for   this    coniiru^lion    was,    that  if  a 
commif.    northwefl   line   had    been   intended,  then  a 
fioners.      foutlieaft  line,  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  would  leave  all    the  ides  of  Shoals 
in  New-Hampfliire  ;  whereas,    the  dividing 
line  runs  between  them.     On  the  other  fide, 
it  might  have  been  faid,  with  equal   proprie- 
ty, that  a  line  drawn  fouth,  two  degrees  eafl, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  would  leave 
all  thefe  iflands    in   MalTachufetts,     For  the 
point  where   the    illands  are    divided   bears 
ibuth,    twenty-nine   degrees   eail:,  from    the 
Qbferved    middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth  ;  the  varia- 
^^^''        tion  of  the  needle  being  fix  degrees  weft. 

When  this  affair  was  again  agitated  in 
England,  the  agents  of  Maifachufetts  obtain- 
ed a  certificate  from  the  learned  Dr.  Halley, 
that  a  line  northweilward  ought  to  run  for- 
ty-five degrees  weftward  of  the  north  point. 
This  was  demonftratively  true  ;  but  there 
were  political  reafons  for  diflenting  from 
mathematical  demonftration.  One  of  them 
is  thus  expreffed,  in  a  private  letter,  from  a 
committee  of  the  Affembly,  to  their  agent 
Thomlinfon.     *  We  hope    that  the  northern 
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*  line  will  be  but  a  few  degrees  to  the  weflward    1737. 

*  of  north,thathis  Majeliy's  Province  may  in- 

*  elude  the  greateft  number,  and  beil  maft 
'  trees  for  the  royal  navy.'  Though  this 
thought  might  never  have  occurred  to  a 
mathematician,  yet  fome  of  the  commiiTion- 
ers  were  doubtlefs  acquainted  with  it ;  and 
it  was  too  important,  not  to  have  been  com- 
municated to  the  King's  minifters.  Anoth- 
er political  reafon  of  diffent  was,  that  by  en- 
larging New-Hampfhire,  there  would  be  a 
better  profpecfl  of  obtaining  a  diftind:  Gov- 
ernor which  was  the  grand  objecfl  in  view. 

The  new  agent  of  Maflachufetts,  Edmund  1738» 
Quincy,  died  of  the  fmall  pox,  foon  after  his 
arrival  in  London.  The  affair  was  then  left 
in  the  hands  of  Wilks  and  Partridge,  neither 
of  whom  underflood  fo  much  of  the  contro- 
verfy  as  Thomlinfon  ;  who  was  alfo  far  fu- 
perior  to  them  in  addrefs.  In  his  letters,  to 
his  friends  in  New-Hampiliire,  he  frequently 
blames  them  for  their  negligence,  in  not 
fending  to  him  the  necelFary  papers  in  proper 
feafon  ;  and  v/hen  fent,  for  the  want  of  cor- 
redlnefs  and  regularity  in  them.  But  their 
deficiency  was  abundantly  compenfated  by 
the  dexterity  of  his  foiicitor,Parris  ;  who  drew 
up  a  long  '  petition  of  appeal  ;'  in  which,  all 
the  circumftances,  attending  the  whole  tranf- 
acftion,  from  the  beginning,  were  recited,  and 
colored,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  to  afperfe  the 
Governor  and  Ailembly  of  '  the  vaft,  opulent, 
'  overgrown  Province  of  Maflachufetts  ;' 
while  '  the  poor,  little,  loyal,  dillrefled  Prov« 
'  ince  of  New-Hampfliire'  was  reprefented  as 
ready  to  be  devoured,  and  the  kings  own 
property  and  poffeflions    fwallowed  up,  by 

Q 
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1738.  the  boundlefs  rapacity  of  tke  charter  govern- 
ment. Concerning  the  manner  in  which  this 
mailerly  philippic  was  framed,  and  the  prin- 
cipal object  at  which  it  wa^  direcled,  there 
can  be  no  better  evidence,  than  that  which 
is  contained  in  a  letter,  written  by  Parris  to 
Thomhnfon,  and  by  him  fent  to  New-Hamp- 
fliire.  *  Two  nights  ago,  I  received  a  heap 
'  of  papers  from  you,  about  the   hnes  ;  and 

?"^^'  4.      i  have  been  four  times   to  the  Colony  Office, 

*  and  Board  of  Trade,  to  diicover  what  I  could 
'  in  this  imperfecl  affair  ;  but  cannot  fee  the 

*  cafe,  till  after  Tuefday  next.    Notwithiland- 

*  ing  which,  I  have,  as  well  as   I  can,  iiDithoiit 

*  broper  materials^  drawn  up   a   long   petition 

*  of  appeal,  to  his  Majeft)^  ;  and  as  the  MafTa- 
'  chufetts  have  not  yet  prefented  theirs,  I  fend 

*  you  the  draught  of  it,  and   hope   we  fliall 

*  have  our   appeal,  as  well  as   the  petition, 

*  from  the  New-Hampfliire  Affembly,  in,  be- 

*  fore  the  Madachufetts  get  theirs  in.  Had 
'  your  principals  confidered  the  great  confe- 
'  quence  of  being  firil,  furely,  in  all  this  time, 

*  they  would  have  fent  you  a  copy  of  their 
'  proceedings,  in  order  to  have  enabled  us  to 

*  be  firll ;  but,  as  it  is,  I  am  forced  to  guefs  at 

*  matters,  and  ajfirm  facts  at  adventure^  or  upon 

*  dubious  paffages  in  letters ;  which  is  a  fad  way 

*  of  proceeding,  and  I  wifli  we  do  not  miftake 

*  fome  fa6ls.     They  oblige  us  to  make  brick 

*  without  ftraw.     Above  all,  why  did    they 

*  not    fend    a    copy  of   their    own    appeal  ? 

*  For  want  of  it,  I  have  been  forced  to  guefs 
'  what  that  appeal  was,  from  loofe  paffiiges  in 

*  Mr.  A's  letters.     Beg  them,  immediately  to 

*  order,  an  exacfl  copy  to  be  made  of  all  their 
^  votes,  from  March  to  Odober   laft.     Had 
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*  tliefe  votes  come  over  regularly  and  autben-    1738. 
'  tically,  Kis  Excellency  would  have  been 
^jbaken  quite  dowri^  in  a  few  weeks  by  them. 

*•  You'l!  obferve,  I  have  inid  it  on  him  pretty 

*  handfoirsely,  ia  nay  petition  to  the  King.'* 

Thus  tlie  petition  of  appeal  became  a  peti- 
tion •  of  cotDplaint,  againfl  the  Governor  and 
AiTembly  of  MaiTachiifetts.  Copies  were  de- 
livered to  their  agents,  and  the  Governor  was 
ordered  to  make  anfvver  to  the  allegations 
againil  him.  At  the  fame  time,  Tliomlinfon 
advifed  his  friends  in  New-Hamplliire,  to 
prepare  their  proofs,  as  filcnily  as  poilible  .; 
and  by  no  means  to  jrive  any  cilencc  to  the  Thomiin, 
Governor  ;  aflhring  them  of  the  favorable  ituers. 
difpofition  of  ieveral  Lords  of  the  Privy 
Council,  as  well  as  the  Board  of  Trade,  to- 
ward their  caule ;  and  that  they  had  need 
to  be  in  no  pidn,  about  the  event. 

The  death  of  Mr.  Quincy  at  this  critical 
period,  and  the  lengtli  of  tinie  neceflary  to 
prepare  and  fend  over  anfwers,  to  the  com- 
plaint which  PaiTis  had  thus  artfully  drawn 
up,  obliged  the  agents  of  MaiFachufetts  to  fiif- 
pend  the  prelenting  of  their  appeal  for  lever- 
al  months.. 


*  ThJa  petition  is  printed  st  Inrg;*^  In  tiie  Jonrcal  of  {?»€  MaiTachnfett* 
AfTcttibty  for  i^jS,  wkh  their  viftdiiatksn  ariDexcd,  in  which  tljey  call  the 
pstkioQ  *  a  clbain  of  blundering,  \i  lio;  icaiicious  fslichoods.' 
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CHAP.  XVIIL 

Revival  of  Mason*s  claim-  Accufations  againjl  BRiCBm^ 
rxjl  and  forged.  Royal  cenfure.  Final  ejiahlijhwent  of  the 
lines.  HvicHiNSOs^s  agency.  SpaniJJ}  'war.  Belcher's 
zeal  and  fidelity.      His  removal.     Examination  of  his  cbarailer, 

?  HE  fpirit  of  intrigue  was  not 
confined  to  New-Hampfhire  j  for  the  poli- 
ticians of  MafTachufetts,  by  bringing  into 
view  tiie  long  dormant  claim  of  Mafon,  had 
another  game  to  play,  beiides  proving  the 
linall  extent  of  New-Hampfliire.  They  per- 
ceived that  the  line,  whether  fettled  accord- 
ing to  their  own  demand  or  that  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  would  cut  off  a  confiderable 
part  of  feveral  of  their  townlliips  ;  and 
though  they  had,  by  their  agent,  obtained  a 
promife,  that  private  property  fhould  not  be 
affecled  by  the  line  of  jurifdi(5lion,  yet  they 
thought  it  beft  to  have  fome  other  fecurity. 

For  what  reafon  the  government  of  Maf- 
fachufetts  did  not  purchafe  the  Province  of 
New-Hampfliire,  from  Robert  Mafon,  at  the 
fame  time  (1677)  that  they  purchafed  the 
province  of  Maine,  from  the  heirs  of  Gor- 
ges, we  are  not  now  able  precifely  to  deter- 
mine. It  is  probafile  that  the  purchafe  might 
sef  vM  I,  then  have  been  eafily  made,  and  much  con- 
^"  "  '  troverfy  prevented.  When  it  was  fold,  by 
John  and  Robert  Mafon,  to  Samuel  Allen 
(1691)  the  bargain  was  made  in  England  ; 
and  the  lands  were,  by  iicftion  of  law,  fuppofed 
to  be  there  ;*   by  which  means,  the  procefs 

•  In  the  procrss  by  which  the  enrail  was  then  docked^  the  Ctuation  oi' 
the  lap'^s  is  <xprrir>ri  Jn  fh^fe  words. 

'In  New-Hampfhire,  Main,  Msfonia,  Laconia,  Vafon-halJ  and  Ma* 
/  riana,  in  New-Englaad,  in  Asnerica,  in  the  parish  of  Greenwich* 

MS  ia  Proprktory  Officj, 
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refpedling  the  fine  and  recovery  was  carried 
on  in  the  Court  of  King's  bench.  During 
the  lives  of  the  two  Mafbns,  no  notice  was 
taken  of  the  fuppofed  flaw  ;  and  the  fale  to 
Allen  was  not  difputed.  The  brothers  re- 
turned to  America.  John  the  elder,  died 
without  iilue.  Robert  married  in  New- 
England,  and  had  a  fon  ;  who,  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  conceived  hopes  of  invalidating 
Allen's  purchafe,  and  regaining  his  paternal 
inheritance  ;  which  it  was  fuppofed  could  not 
have  been  transferred  by  his  father  and  un- 
cle, for  any  longer  term,  than  their  own 
lives.  It  was  alio  fud  that  the  ficflion,  by 
which  the  lands  were  defcribed,  to  be  within 
the  jurifdi(ftion  of  the  Courts  of  Weftminlier 
Hall,  rendered  the  proceedings  void.;  and 
therefore  that  the  entail  was  ftill  good.  Filled 
with  thefe  ideas,  he  made  ftrenuous  exertions, 
to  acquire  money, to  aflifl  him  in  realizing  his 
expedations ;  but  died  in  the  midfc  of  his  days, 
at  the  Havanna,wdiither  he  had  made  a  voyage  (171s.) 
with  this  view.  His  eideil  fon,  John  Tuf- 
ton,  was  bred  to  a  mechanical  employ- 
ment in  Boilon  ;  and  came  of  age,  about  the 
time  in  which  the  controverfy  between  the 
two  Provinces  was  in  agitation.  He  inher- 
ited the  enterprifing  fpirit  of  his  anceftors, 
and  the  public  controverfy  called  his  atten- 
tion to  his  interefl.  On  this  young  man,  ij^^^ 
the  polticians  call  their  eyes  ;  and  having 
confulted  council  on  the  validity  of  his 
claim,  and  the  defect  of  the  transfer  ;  they 
encouraged  him  to  hope,  that  this  was  the  ^^s  cor? 
moft  favorable  time  to  afiert  his  preten-  ofRead'* 
fions.  Had  they  purchafed  his  claim  at 
once ;  they  might  doubtlefs  have  obtained  p'"' 


n)Uty  «  o. 
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1738.    it  for  a  trifle,  and  have  greatly  embarraSed 

tlie  views  of  their  antagonifls.     Inftead  of 

fiich  a  fcroke  of  libera!  policy,  they  treated 

with  him,  concerning  the  releafe  all  of  thofe 

lands^  in  Salifbur}^,    Amefbiiryj    Haverhill^ 

Methuen  and  Dracut,  wliich  the. line  wo\iid 

Giic  o^;  and,  for  five  hundred  pounds  cur- 

r^ncvj  obtained  a  quit-claim  of  twenty-three 

thouiaad  fix  himdred  and  feventy-five  acres. 

J .  ,        They  -alfb  admitted  his  memorial  to  the  Ai- 

.    .  fembly;  In  which  he  reprelented  to  them, 

ACerobiy.  that  liis  inteieit  might  probaoly  be  aliett- 

ed,  by  the  final  determination  of  the  line, 

and  praying  that  the  Province  would  be  at 

the  expenfe  of  his  Yoyage  to  England,  to  take 

proper  nieaflires  for  fecnring  it.      To   this 

they  confented,  on  condition  that  he  flioiild 

prove  his  deicent  from  Capt.  Jolm  Maibn, 

the  original  patentee*     Depofitions  were  ac- 

MS  lopFes  cordingly  taken  in  both  Provinces,  to  v^hich 

|!rim4'ef.  t^"^^  pubhc  feals  "were  aiExed ;  and  they  pnt 

6<-«-         him  nnder  the  direcftion  of  their  agents,  or* 

dering  his  expenfes  to  be  paid,  as  long  as  they 

fhould  judge  his  pretence  in  England  iervlcea- 

hle  to  their  views. 

The  agents  ftated  his  cafe  to  their  Conn- 
Agent's      cilj  the  King's  iblicitor  ;  and  aiked  his  opin- 
.^"":Vrys  ^c»^^-  ^'^ow  they  Ihoiild  proceed;  but  he  advi- 
officc  «,f     {'q(^  them,  not  to  brin^  Iiini  into  view.  left  the 
ittt%  "     Lords  ihould  think  it  an  artifice,  intended  to 
perplex  the  niaincaiife.  On  this  confideration, 
they  difinilled  hirn  fi'om  any  farther  atten- 
dance ;  and  paid  his  expenfes,  amounting  to 
above  ninety  pounds  ilerling.* 

"  Mr,  Hatcbicfoi;,  In  his  HiSory  of  MaflachtifttES,  has  paffsii  crer  thh 
•W'hoie  rranJaiiiion  an  fikiice  ;  thciigh  it  is  wsl!  known  that  he  was  one  cj 
the  managK*  ci'  Jt>     Sse  Jouroil  el  MaS,  Rep.  Jub«  3,  i/jS,  p»  3i. 
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Such  a  tranfa<5lion,  though  conducled  as  173S. 
privately  as  the  nature  of  the  thing  would 
admit,  did  not  efcape  the  vigilance  of  Thorn- 
lingfon  ;  who,  on  finding  Mafon  detached 
from  the  agents  of  MaiTachufetts,  entered  in- 
to an  agreement  with  him,  for  the  releafe  of 
his  whole  intereft,  to  the  allernbly  of  New- 
Ham  pihire  ;  in  coniideration  of  the  payment 
of  one  thoufand  pounds,  currency  of  New- 
England.  This  manoeuvre  ferved  to  fhrength- 
en  the  intereflof  New-Hamplhire,and  Thom- 
I'lnfon  was  much  applauded  for  his  dexterity. 
He  had  the  ftroDgeil  inducement,  to  continue 
his  eiforts  in  their  favor  ;  for  no  kfs  than? 
twelve  hundred  pounds  fterling  had  been  aU 
ready  expended,  in  profecuting  the  afBiir  oB 
the  line  ;  which  funi  had  been  advanced  by 
hirafelf  and  Rindge.  There  was  no  prof- 
pedl  of  repayment,  unlefs  the  Province  could 
be  put  under  a  feparate  Governor  ;  and  this 
point  could  not  be  obtained,  till  the  removal 
of  Belcher. 

The  Agents  of  MafTachufetts,  after  a  long 
delay,  prefented  their  appeal  ;  and  followed 
it  with  a  petition,    for  the   benefit   of  their  l^%,l^,^^ 


^^ 


lormer  protefts,  againit  the  New-Hampiliire  ^'^'«^'' 
appeal  ;  objeding  alfo  to  its  regularity,  as  it  uluL 
contained  matters  of  perfonal  complaint, 
againfl  the  Governor  ;  which  had  been  no 
part  of  the  records  of  the  CommiiTioners. 
Thomlinfon  finding  this  nev/  petition  thrown 
in  his  way,  applied  for  its  being  immediately 
heard  ;  and  at  the  hearing,  it  was  difmiffed,  Nov.  30 
but  without  prejudice  to  the  agents  of  J^/Iaf- 
fachufetts  being  permitted,  to  obje6l  ogainfl 
the  regularity  of  the  New-Hampfnire  appeal, 
when   it   fhould  come  to  a  hearing.     Such 


erg. 
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1738.  were  the  complaints  againft  the  Governoi% 
and  the  importunity  of  his  adverfaries  to 
profecute  them,  that  it  was  neceffary  to  hear 
and  difpatch  them,  before  the  appeal  refpe(5l- 
ing  the  lines  could  be  brought  forward. 

It  muft  be  remembered,  that  Mr.  Belcher 
had  enemies,  in  his  government  of  MafTa- 
chufetts  as  well  as  New-Hampfliire,  who 
united  their  efforts  to  obtain  his  removal 
from  both  ;  but,  as  they  fuppofed  him  more 
vulnerable  in  his  capacity  of  Governor  of 
Ncw-Hampfhire,  fo  they  joined  in  flrength- 
ening  the  complaints,  from  that  quarter,  as  a 
preparatory  ftep,  to  effect  his  complete  remo- 
val. Whilft  he  was  engaged,  in  preparing 
for  his  defence,  againll  the  charges,  in  the 
petition  of  appeal  ;  other  attacks  were  medi- 
tating, which  were  conducted  with  fuch 
ftle7ics  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  to  guard 


1739. 


againft  their  effecfls.     One  of  thefe  was  a  let- 


ter, purporting  to  have  been  written  at  Exe- 
^^1  5-     ter,  fubfcribed  by   five  perfons,  faid  to  be 

inhabitants  of  that  town,  and  diredled  to  Sir 

Charles  Wager,  firft  lord  of  the  Admiralty. 

In  this  letter  it  was  fiiid,  that  '  finding  his 
jvTs  copy  *  Lordihip  had  ordered  the  Judge  Advocate 
efEsetcr    t  pf  ^-i^g  Court  of  Admiralty  to  inquire  into 

'  the  riot,  which  had   been  committed  there, 

*  (1734)  and  the  affault  of  the  furveyor  and 

*  his  officers  ;  and  fearing  to  be  brought  into 
'  trouble  on  that  account,  they  would  confefs 

*  the  whole  truth.  That  they  had  been  iii- 
'  dulged,  by  former  farveyors,  in  cutting  all 
'  forts  of  pine  trees,  till  the  appointment  of 

*  Col.  Dunbar  to  that  office  ;  who  had  re- 

*  drained  and    profecuted  them  ;    but  that 

*  Governor  Belcher  had  privately  given  them 
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encouragement,  to  go  on  ;  by  affurlng  them    1739. 
that  they  had  the  beO:  right  to  the  trees  ; 
that  the  laws  were   iniquitous,   and  ought 
not  to  be  regarded  ;  that  although  he  muft 
make  a  fhew  of  ailifting  that  Irilh  dog  of  a 
furveyor  ;  yet  he  would  fo  manage  it  with 
the  Council  and  Juftices,  who   were  under 
his  influence,   that  they  fliould  not  ftiffer  ; 
and  further  to    encourage  them,    he  had 
made  feveral  of  them  juftices  of  the  peace, 
and  officers  of    militia.       That   he   had  al- 
fo   told  thein  not   to  fear  any  inquiry  into 
their  condud:  ;  for  that  he  would  write  to 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,   in   their    favor  ; 
and  boafted,  that  he  had  fach  an  influence 
over  their  Lordfliips,  that  they  would  be- 
lieve   every   thing   Vvdiich   he    iliould    fay^ 
That  as  they  had  now  confefled  the  truth j 
they  hoped  to  be  forgiven,  and  not  profecu- 
ted  in  the  Admiralty   Court  ;  and   begged 
that  this  information  might  be   kept  fecret 
till   the  Governor's  removal,    which  they 
hoped  would  foon  be  efledled.     That  what- 
ever might  have  bee.'T  faid  to  the  contrary, 
they  could  afTure  him  that  the  Province   of 
New-Hampfliire  contained  the  largell;  num- 
ber of  pine  trees,  and  of  the  bell  quality, 
in  all  his  Majefty's  American  dominions  ; 
and,  for  farther  information,  they  referred 
his  Lordfliip  to  feveral  perfons  then  in  Lon- 
don,   particularly   to  JMr.  Wentworth   and 
Mr.  Waldo  ;  the  latter  of  whom,  was  agent 
to  Mr.  Gulfton,  for  procuring  mafts  for  the 
royal  navy.' 
On  the  receipt  of  this  letter.  Sir  Charles, 
with  the  candor  of  a  gentleman,  fent  a  copy 
of  it  to  Mr,  Belcher  ;  who  immediately  or- 

R 
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1739.  dered  an  inquiry  ;  and  it  was  proved  to  be 
an  entire  forgery  ;  four  of  the  perfons  whofe 
names  were  fubfcribed  utterly  difclaimed  it, 
and  the  fifth  was  not  to  be  found  ;  no  fuch 
perfon  being  known  in  the  town  of  Exeter. 
The  evidence  of  this  forgery  was  tranfmit- 
Eed  to  England,  with  all  poffible  expedition  ; 
but  not  till  it  had  made  an  imprefiion,  to  the 
difadvantage  of  the  Governor. 

Another  artifice  ufed  agaiilfl  him,  was  a 
memorial  of  Guidon,  the  navy  agent,  and 
others  ;  complaining  of  the  defencclefs  ftate 
t)f  the  Province  ;  that  the  fort  lay  in  ruins, 
and  that  the  militia  were  without  difcipline  ; 
notwithilanding  the  probability  of  a  war.  This 
memorial  was  ih  artfally  drawn,'  as  to  throw 
the  blame  of  the  ne^led:  on  the  Governor, 

SrMS  without  mentioning  his  name  ;  which  was 
intended,  to  prevent  his  obtaining  a  copy, 
and  being  allowed  time  to  anfwer.  Another 
complaint  was  made  in  the  form  of  a  letter, 
refpecling  the  grant  of  the  tracft  called  Kingf- 
wood  ;  in  which  he  was  reprefented,  as  par- 
tial to  his  friends,  in  giving  them  an  exclu- 
five  right,  to  the  whole  of  that  territory, 
which  they  deemed,  the  unappropriated  lands 
of  the  Province.  Several  parts  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  were  alfo  complained  of;  and  in 
particular  the  infrequency  of  his  vifits  to 
New-Hampfliire.  This  letter  was  figned  by 
fix  members  of  the  Council,  and  a  majority 
of  the  Reprefentatives. 

Guidon's  memorial  was  prefented  to  the 
Lords  of  Council  ;  and  by  them  referred  to 
the  Board  of  Trade,  accompanied  by  the  let- 
ter ;  and  though  Mr.  Belcher's  brother  and 
fon  applied  for  copies,  and  time  to  anfwer. 
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tlie  requefl  was  evaded  ;  and   a  report  was  1739^ 
framed,  in  flivor  of  putting  New-Hampfliire 
under  a  feparate  Governor.     When  this   re- 
port came   before   the   Privy   Council,  Lord 
Wilmington,  tiie  Prelident,   ordered  it  back 
again  ;  that  the  Governor  might   have   that 
juftlce  which  his  agents  had  aiked.     By  this 
means,  he  had  opportuni':y  to  anfwer  in  his 
defence  ;  that  without  money,  the  fort  could 
not  be  repaired  ;  that  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  tax  the  people  ;  that    he    had   frequently 
applied  to  the  AiFemblies  for  money,  to  repair 
the  fort ;  to  which  tiiey  had  conflantly  anf- 
wered,  that  the  people  were  too  poor  to  be 
taxed  ;    and    had    folicited    him    to    break 
through  his  inUrudiions,  and  allow  them  to 
iifue  paper  mcney,  without  any  fund  for  its 
redemption  ;  that    the    militia    had    always 
been  trained  according  to  law  ;  and  that  he 
had  conflantly  vifited  Nevz-Hampiliire,  and 
held  an  AlFembly,  twice  in  the  year,   unlefs 
prevented  by  ficknefs ;  for  v^hich  he  appeal- 
ed  to  the  journals.     To  corroborate   thefb 
pleas,  the  Governor's  friends  procured  five 
petitions,  in  his  favor,  and  praying   for  hi* 
continuance,   figned  by  about   five  hundred 
people.     The  petitions,  however,  did  not  ex- 
press  the  fenie  of  the  majority  ;    who    had 
been  perlUaded  into  a  belief,  that  they  fliould 
receive  much  benefit  by  a  feparate  Governor ; 
and  accordingly,  a  counter  petition  being  cir- 
culated, was  figned  by  about  fcven  hundred 
of  the  inhabitants. 

Things    being   thus   prepared,    the    com-  Nov.  ai. 
plaints  were  brought  to  a  hearing,  before  the  Primed 
Lords  of  Council ;  who  reported  to  the  King,  ''"^'^' 
*  that  Governor  Belcher  had  aded  with  great 
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1739.    '  partiality,  by  proroguing  the  AlTembly  of 
'  New-Ham pfhire,  from  the  fixth  of    July, 

*  1737,  to  the  fourth  of  Auguft  following  ; 

*  in  difobedience  to  his  Majefty's  order  in 
'  Council  ;  which  had  been  tranfmitted  to 
'  him  by  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  which  was 

*  proved  to  have   been  delivered  to  him,  in 

*  due  time ;  and,  alfo  by  farther  proroguing 

*  the  faid  Affembly,  from  the  fecond  of  Sep- 
'  tember,  1 737,  to  the  thirteenth  of  06tober; 

*  whereby  the  Province  were  deprived  of  the 
'  time,  intended   by  his  Majefty's  faid  order, 

*  to  be  allowed  them,  to  prepare  a  proper  and 

*  regular  appeal  ;    thereby    endeavoring    to 

*  fruftrate  the  intention  of  his  Majefty's  com- 

*  milTion.'  This  report  was  approved  by  the 
Dec.  s;.  King  ;  and  from  this  time,  it  may  be  conclu- 
ded, that  Mr.  Belcher's  removal  from  the 
Government  of  New-Hampiliire  was  feri- 
ouily  contemplated.  The  grant  of  Kingf- 
wood  was  alfo  annulled  ;  and  he  was  pro- 
hibited from  making  any  other  grants  of 
land,  till  the  lines  fliould  be  determined. 

This  cenfure  being  pafled  on  the  Gover- 
J740.  nor,  and  the  complaints  being  at  an  end  ; 
the  way  was  prepared  for  a  hearing  of  the  ap- 
peals, from  both  Provinces,  refpecling  the 
lines.  Which  being  had,  the  determination 
of  this  long  controverfy  was  made  on  a  plan 
entirely  new.  The  fpecial  part  of  the  de- 
cree of  the  CommifTioners  was  fet  afide,  and 
no  regard  was  had  to  their  doubt,  whether  the 
new  charter  granted  all  the  lands  compre- 
hended in  the  old.  It  was  faid,  that  when 
the  iirft  grant  was  made,  the  country  was 
not  explored.  The  courfe  of  the  river, 
though  unknown,  was  fuppofed  to  be  froin 
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weft  to  eaft  ;  therefore  it  was  deemed  equi-  1740. 
table,  that  as  far  as  the  river  flowed  in  that 
courfe,  the  parallel  line  at  three  miles  di fiance 
Ihould  extend.  But  as  on  the  one  hand,  if 
by  p-arfuing  the  courfe  of  the  river,  up  into 
the  country,  it  had  been  found  to  have  a 
fouthern  bend,  it  would  have  been  inequita- 
ble to  have  contracted  the  Maffachufetts 
grant  ;  fo,  on  the  other  hand,  when  it  appear- 
ed to  have  a  northern  bend,  it  was  equally  in- 
equitable to  enlarge  it.  Therefore  it  was  de- 
termined ;  *  that  the  northern  boundary  of 
'  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts  be,  a  fmiilar 

*  curve  line,  purfuincr  the    courfe    of  Merri-  ^      .. 
'  mack  river,  at  three  miles  diflance,  on  the  Rcorda. 
'  north  fide  thereof,  beginning  at  the  Atlan- 

*  tic  Ocean,  and  ending  at  a  point  due  north 
'  of  Patucket  falls  ;  and  a  flraight  line  drawn 
'  from  thence  due  weft,  till  it  meets  with  his 
'  Majefty's  other  governments.'  The  other 
parts  of  the  decree  of  the  Commifiioners,  ref- 
peeling  the  northern  line,  and  the  payment 
of  cxpenfes,  v/ere  afiirmed. 

This  determination  exceeded  the  utmoft 
expedlation  of  New-Hampfliire  ;  as  it  gave 
them  a  tracfl  of  country,  fourteen  miles,  in, 
breadth,  and  above  fifty  in  length,  more  than 
they  had  ever  claimed.  It  cut  off  from  Maf- 
fachufetts, twenty  eight  new  townihips,  be- 
tween Merrimack  and  Connecticut  rivers  ; 
beiides  large  tra6ls  of  vacant  land,  which  lay 
intermixed  ;  and  diftri(5ls  from  fix  of  their  old 
towns,  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Merrimack  ;  1740 
and  if,  as  was  then  fuppofed,  the  due  weft 
line  were  to  extend,  to  twenty  miles  eaft  ot 
Hudfon's  river,  the  reputed  boundary  of 
New- York  ;  a  vaft  tracfl  of  fertile  country,  on 
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the  weflern  fide  of  Conaedlicut  river;  was  an- 
nexed to  New-HampChire;  by  which  an  ample 
fcope  v/as  given,  firil  for  landed  fpcculation, 
and  afterward  for  cultivatioa,  and  wealth. 

When  this  deternii nation  was  known,  the 
politicians  of  Mairachvifetts  were  chagrined 
and  enraged.  They  talked  loudly  ofinjuf- 
tice  ;  and  fome  of  the  more  zealous  propofed 
trying  the  merits  of  the  caufe,  upon  the  words 
of  the  charter,  before  the  Judges  in  Weftmin- 
(ler  Hall ;  wiio,  it  was  expected,  would  upon 
their  oath  and  honor  reverie  the  judgment, 
and  tell  the  King  that  he  had  miftaken  the 
meaning  of  the  royal  charter.  This  would 
indeed  have  been  a  bold  flroke.  Bat  a  more 
moderate  and  puiillanimous  fcheme  was 
adopted  ;  which  was  to  fend  over  a  new  a- 
gent,  to  petition  the  King,  that  he  would  re- 
annex  to  their  government,  the  twenty  eight 
new  towniliips,  which  had  been  cut  off,  and 
the  diflri6ls  of  the  fix  old  towns.  It  was 
alfo  thought  prudent,  that  the  whole  Prov- 
ince fhould  not  openly  appear,  in  the  affair  ; 
but  that  petitions  Ihould  be  drawn,  by  the 
inhabitants  of  thefe  towns,  and  that  the  agent 
fliould  be  chofen  by  them.  Accordingly 
tov/n  meetings  were  held ;  petitions  were  pre- 
pared and  fiibfcribed  ;  and Thom  a  s  Hutch- 
inson was  appointed  their  agent,andfentover 
to  England  ;  where  he  formed  thofe  connex- 
ions, w^hich  afterwards  ferved  to  raife  him,  to 
the  chair  of  government  in  his  native  Prov- 
ince. 

About  the  fame  time,  Governor .  Belcher 
procured  a  petition,  from  his  fix  friends,  of 
the  Council  of  New-Hampiliire,  to  the  King  ; 
praying  that  the  whole  Province  might  be  an- 
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Hexed  to  the  government  of  MaiTachoifettS.  1740. 
This  matter  had  been  long  in  contemplation, 
with  thefe  gentlemen  ;  but  was  now  produc- 
ed at  the  moil:  unfortunate  time,  which  could 
have  been  cliofen.  Their  petition  was  at 
once  rejected.  But  that  from  the  towns  was 
kept  in  fufpenfe  a  long  time  ;  till  Thomlin- 
i'on  was  prepared,  to  anfv7er  all  the  pleas, 
which  Hiitchinfon  could  advance,  and  prov- 
ed too  hard  an  antagonift  for  him.  It  was 
finally  difmifTed,*  becaufe  it  was  thought, 
'  that  it  never  could  be  for  his  Majefty's  fer-  ^c"^  ^"^f' 

*  vice,  to  annex  any  part  of  his  Province  of 
'  New-Hampfliire,  as  an  increafe  of  territory, 
'  to  MafTachufetts  ;  but  rather,  that  it  would 

*  be  for  the  benefit  of  his  fubjedls  there,  to  be 
'  under  a  diftin^i:  government.' 

Though  Belcher's  removal  was  feriouily 
feared,  by  his  bed  friends  ;  yet  he  had  fo 
much  intereft  with  fome  of  the  Lords  in  high 
office,  that  they  could  not  be  prevailed  with 
to  give  him  up.  The  war,  which  had  com- 
menced between  Britain  and  Spain,  afford- 
ed him  an  opportunity,  to  Hgnalizc  his  zeal 
for  the  King's  fervice ;  and  he  determined 
to  prove  himfelf,  a  faithful  fervant  to  the 
Crown,  in  every  inftance  ;  in  hope  that  a 
courfe  of  time  and  fidelity  might  efface  the 
impreflions,  which  had  been  made,  to  his 
difadvantage. 

It  being  refolved  by  the  Britifli  Court,  to 
undertake  an  expedition  to  the  Illand  of  Cu- 
ba ;  Governor  Belcher,  agreeably  to  the  or- 
ders which  he  had  received  from  the  Duke 
of  Newcaflle,  iffued  a   proclamation,  for  the  ^^ "'  *^ 

•  The  ill  fuccefi  of  this  agency  was  probably  the  rcafon,  that  Mr.  Hutch- 
?nfon  took  no  notice  of  it,  in  his  Hiftory  of  Maflacbufetts. 
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1740.  encouragement  of  men  wlio  would  eniiil  in. 
the  fervice  ;  *  that  they  fliould.  be  fnpplied 
'  with  arms  and  clothing  ;  be  in  the  King's 
'  pay  ;  have  a  iliare  of  the  booty  wjiich  fliould 
'  be  taken  ;  and  be  fent  home,  at  the  expira- 
'  tion  of  their   time  of  fervice  ;  and  that  his 

•  Majefhy  would  order  a  number  of  blank 
'  commifTions,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  Gover- 
'nor,   and  given  to  the  officers,  who  Ihoiikl 

*  command  the  troops,  to  be  railed  in  the 
'  Provinces.'  He  afterwards  prelled  this  mat- 

Auguft  X.  ^Qy^  clofely,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  Aflembly  ; 
and  urged  them,  to  make  proviiion,  for  one 
hundred  men,  and  a  tranfport,  to  convey 
them  to  Virginia ;  where  all  the  Colony 
troops  were  to  rendezvous  ;  and  thence  to 
proceed,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Gooch, 
to  the  place  of  their  deflination.  The  Af- 
fembly  voted,  as  much  as  they  judged  fuf- 
ficient  for  this  purpofe ;  and  the  Governor 
appointed  a  Captain,  and  gave  him  beating- 
orders;  but  the  commillions  and  arms  not  be- 
ing fent,  according  to  the  royal  promife,  no 
men  could  be    inlifted  in   New-Hampfliire. 

Beicher'8  Tlic  Govcmor  rcccivcd  commiffions  and 
arms  for  four  companies  to  be  raifed  in 
Maifachufetts  ;  where  he  could  eafily  have 
inliiled  ten,  had  he  been  furnifhed  according 
to  the  engagement.  To  this  failure  and  not 
to  any  want  of  exertion,  on  his  part,  in  either 
of  his  governments,  may  be  afcribed  the  pau- 
city of  troops  raifed  in  them  ;  and  yet  his 
enemies  failed  not  of  blaming  him  on  this 
account.  The  Reprefentatives  of  New-Ham p- 
iliire  took  this  occallon  to  frame  a  vote,  dif- 
"^"  '     approving    his    adminiftration  ;    and    upon 

(bS'tc'rs.this  vote,  their  agent  founded  another  bat-- 
tery,  to  attack  his  charader. 
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In    conformity    to    the   royal  determlna-     1741. 
tion  of  the  boundaries,  orders   were   given 
to  Belcher,  to  apply  to  both  his  governments, 
to  join  in  appointing  Surveyors,  to  run  out, 
and  nft.rk  the  lines  ;  and  that  if  either  lliould 
refufe,   the   other  lliould    proceed    ex  parte. 
The  Aifenxbly  of  Mallachufetts  delayed  giv- 
ing an  anfwer  in  (eafon,  which  was  conflru- 
ed  a  denial.     The  Aifembly  of  New-Hamp- 
ihdrc   appointed   three  Surveyors,  to  execute 
the  fjrvice,  who  v-/cre  commillioned  by  the 
Governor.     They  were  direcled  to  allow  ten 
degrees,  for  the  weflerly  variation  of  the  nee- 
dle ;  and  the    work  was    performed    in    the 
months   of  February   and    March.     Georee 
Mitchel  furvcyed  and    marked  the    fimdlar 
curve  line,  from  the  ocean,  three  miles  north 
of  Merrimack  river,  to  a    lliaticn   north  of 
Patucket  falls,  in  the  townihip  of   Dracut. 
Richard   Hazen  began  at  that    ftation    and 
marked    the    well    line,  acrofs   Connc6licut 
river,  to  the  fuppofed  boundary  line  of  New- 
York.     Walter  Bryent  began  the  line,  from  |vis  «■<?'" rns 
the  head  of  Salmon-fills  riyer,  and  marked  '"  "^ 
it   about  thirty   miles  ;  but   was   prevented 
from  proceeding  farther,  partly  by  the  break- 
ing up  of  the  rivers,  which  rendered  travell- 
ing impra(5licable  ;  and  partly  by  ixieeting  a 
company  of  Indians  v,'ho  v/ere  hunting,  and 
took  his  men  for  a  Icouting  party.     In  their 
return  they  found  on  one  of  the  trees,  which 
they    had    marked,  '  the  figure  of  a   man's 
'  hand  grafping  a  fvvord  ;'  yvliich  they  inter-  Bryent'? 
preted,  as    a    iignal    of  defiance,  from   the  ■^''"''''''* 
Indians. 

The  return  of  thefe  lines  to  the  Board  of 
Trade  was  one  of  the  lad  a^^s  of  Mr,   Bel- 
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1741.    clier's  aclmimftration.     His  enemies  in  both 
governments  were  indefatigable  in  their  en- 
deavors to  remove  him  ;  and  by  their  incef- 
fant  applications  to  the  miniflry  ;  by  taking 
every  advantage  of  his  miftakes  ;  by  falfe- 
hood  and  mifreprefentation  ;  and  finally,  by 
the   diabolical  arts  of  forgery   and  perjury, 
Do,iiThf8     they  accompliflied  their  views.     He  was  fuc- 
H^fchi       ceeded  in  the  government  of  Maffachufetts, 
jonJi*  397.  by  William  Shirley  ;  and  inNew-Hamp- 
Ihire,  by  Benning  Wentworth. 

At  this  diilance  of  time,  when  all  thefe 
parties  are  extincfl,  and  every  reader  may  be 
fuppofed  impartial  ;  it  may  feem  rather 
flrange,  that  Governor  Belcher  Ihould  meet 
with  fuch  treatment,  from  the  'Britiih  Court, 
in  the  reign  of  fo  mild  and  juft  a  Prince,  as 
George  the  fecond.  That  Mr.  Belcher  was 
imprudent  and  unguarded,  in  fome  inftances, 
cannot  be  denied.  He  was  indeed  zealous  to 
ferve  his  friends,  and  hearken  to  their  advice; 
but,  by  this  means,  he  laid  himfelf  open,  to 
the  attacks  of  his  enemies  ;  to  whom  he  paid 
no  court,  but  openly  treated  them  with  con- 
tempt. His  language  to  them  was  fevere  and 
reproachful,  and  he  never  fpared  to  tell  the 
world,  what  he  thought  of  them. 

This  provoked  them  ;  but  they  had  the 
art  to  conceal  their  refentment,  and  carry  on 
their  deiigns,  in  filence,  till  they  were  ripe 
tor  execution.  He  had  by  far  too  mean  an 
opinion  of  their  abilities,  and  the  interefl 
which  they  had  at  Court ;  and  when  he  knev/ 
that  they  had  the  ear  of  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
he  affeded  to  think  them,  *  not  very  mighty 
<  Lords,  nor  able  to  adminifler  life  and 
death,'     He  had  a  coafcioufnefs  of  the  gene- 
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ral  integrity  of  liis  own  intentions  ;  and  1741, 
appears  to  have  been  influenced,  by  motives 
of  honor  and  juftice  ;  but  he  w^as  not  aware 
of  the  force  of  his  own  prejudices.  It  may 
admit  of  doubt,  whether,  confidering  the  ex- 
treme delicacy  of  his  lituation,  it  were  within 
the  compafs  of  hviman  policy,  to  have  con- 
ducfled  fo  as  to  give  oifence  to  neither  of  his 
Provinces,  in  the  management  of  fuch  a  con- 
troverfy  ;  but  it  is  certain,  that  his  antago- 
nifts  could  not  fairly  fix  but  one  real  iligma, 
on  his  character  ;  and  that  when  impartially 
examined,  can  amount  to  no  more  than  an 
imprudent  ftep,  at  a  critical  time,  grounded 
on  an  undue  refentment  of  an  affront  ;  for 
to  fuppofe  that  his  intention  was  to  fruftrate 
the  commifTion,  is  inconlifcent  with  the  whole 
tenor  of  his  public  declarations,  and  private 
correfpondence.  When  his  enemies  met  him 
on  fair  and  open  ground,  he  was  always  pre- 
pared to  anfwer  ;  but  it  was  impoflible  to 
guard  againfl  their  fecret  attacks.  If  the 
caufe  which  they  meant  to  ferve  was  a  goo4 
one,  why  did  they  employ  the  bafeft  mean« 
to  efFe(5l  it  ? 

The  cruelty  and  hardlliip  of  his  cafe  may 
appear    from    the  following  confiderations. 
He  had  been  one  of  the  principal  merchants  ,^j|j|!"'* 
of  New-England  ;  but,  on  his  appointment,  Dodding. 
to  the  Chair  of  Government,  quitted  every  ""' 
other  kind  of  bufinefs  ;  that  he  might  attend 
with  pundluality,  and  dignity  to  the  duties 
of  his  ftation.     By  the  royal  inftru(ftions,  he 
was  reftrained  from  giving  his  alTent,  to  any 
grant  of  money,  to  himfelf ;  unlefs  it  fliould 
be  a  permanent  fldary.     What  he  received 
from   New-Hampfliire  was  fixed,  and  paid 
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1741.  out  of  the  excife  ;  but  the  Ailembly  of  Maf~ 
fachufetts  could  not  be  perfuaded,  to  fettle 
any  falary  upon  him.  'Ihey  made  him  a 
grant  of  three  thoufand  pounds,  (worth  about 
leven  or  eight  hundred  fieiling)  generally 
once  in  a  year,  at  their  ieflion  in  May.  He 
was  then  obhged  to  iblicit  leave  from  the 
King,  to  accept  the  grant,  and  fign  the  bill  ; 
and  ibmetimes  could  not  obtain  this  leave  till 
the  end  of  the  year  ;  once  not  till  five  davs 
before  the  diffolution  of  the  AlFembly.  In 
the  mean  time  he  was  obliged  to  fublifl  on 
his  own  eftate  ;  and  had  he  died  within  the 
year,  the  grant  would  have  been  v/holiy  left, 
to  his  family.  Ke  was  earncfl  to  obtain  a 
general  permiffion  to  iign  thefe  grants  \  but 
in  that  cafe  the  clerks  of  ofBces,  in  Eng- 
land,, through  whole  hands  the  permiilioa 
muft  have  palled,  would  have  loft  their  fees. 
He  vras  now  in  the  lixtleth  year  of  his  age  ; 
he  had  a  family  of  children  and  grand  chil- 
dren, whofe  fole  dependence  was  on  him  ; 
^nd  he  thought  with  reafon,  that  if  his  courfe 
of  faithful  fervice,  and  the  unworthy  arts 
of  his  enemies  had  been  duly  confidered  ; 
the  cenfure  of  his  fuperiors  would  have  been 
lefs  icYcre,  than  '  to  deprive  him  of  his  bread 

*  and  honor/ 

Whilft  he  entertained  the  worft  opinion 
poflible  of  the  chara6ters  of  his  enemies,  he 
liad  a  ilrong  confidence,  in  the  juflice  of  the 
government,  before  which  he  was  accufed. 
In  one  of  his  letters  to   his  fbn,  he  fays,  'I 

*  mull  exped;  no  favor  while  Bladen  is  a,t 

*  the    Board    of  Trade  ;  but  were    the  devil 

*  there,  I   fliould  expe(fl  juftice,    under  the 

*  Britiili    Conilitution,  corroborated  by  the 
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*  Hanover  fucceffion.'  The  event  proved,  1741, 
that  his  confidence  was  not  ill  founded.  For, 
on  being  fuperfeded,  he  repaired  to  Court ; 
where,  though  his  prefence  was  unwelcome 
to  fome,  yet  he  had  opportunity  to  bring  the 
moft  convincing  evidence  of  his  integrity, 
and  of  the  bafe  defigns  of  his  enemies.  He 
was  fo  far  reftored  to' the  royal  favor,  that  he 
obtained  a  proniife,  of  the  firfl  vacant  govern- 
ment in  America,  wliich  would  be  worthy 
of  his  acceptance.  This  proved  to  be  the_ 
Province  of  New-Jerfey  ;  vvdiere  he  fpent  the 
remaining  years  of  his  life  ;  and  where  his 
memory  has  been  trcvatcd  v/ith  defcrved 
refpecl. 
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The  he^innhig    of  Bevning    Wentworth's    adminiftrafion. 
War  opcnc-lin  Nova  Scotia.      Expedition  to  Cape-Breton  ;  its 
plan,  cojiducl  audjhcceff,  nuith  a  defcription  of  the  ijlandy  and  of 
the  city  o/^Louiftourg. 

BeNNING  WENTWORTH,  Efq. 
fon  <^i  the  deceafed  Lieutenant  Governor, 
was  a  merchant  of  good  reputation  in  Portf- 
mouth,  and  well  beloved  by  the  people.  He 
had  reprcfented  his  native  town  in  the  Af- 
fembly  for  feveral  years,  where  he  diflin- 
guiihed  himfelf  in  the  oppoiition  to  Belcher. 
He  afterward  obtained  a  feat  in  Council  ; 
where,  fenfible  of  the  popularity  of  his  fami- 
ly, and  feeling  the  pride  of  elevation,  he  con- 
tinued the  oppoiition,  and  joined  in  the  mea- 
fures  which  were  purfued  for  obtaining  a  dif- 
tincl  Governor,  without  any  apprehenfion 
that  himfelf  would  be  the  pcrfon  ;  till  a  fe- 
ries  of  incidents,  at  firfl  view  unfortunate, 
prepared  the  way  for  his  advancement  to  the 
chair. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  mercantile  dealings, 
he  had  entered  into  a  contratfl  with  an  agent 
of  the  Court  of  Spain,  and  fupplied  him  with 
a  large  quantity  of  the  bed  oak  timber  ;  to 
procure  which,  he  borrovv'ed  money  in  Lon- 
don. When  he  delivered  the  timber  at  Ca- 
diz, the  agent  v,^ith  whom  he  had  contracted, 
was  out  of  place,  and  the  new  ofhcer  declined 
payment.  In  returning  to  America  the  fliip 
foundered  and  he  was  faved  with  the  crew 
in  a  boat.  Thefe  misfortunes  deranged  his 
affairs  and  reduced  him  to  a  ftate  of  bank- 
ruptcy.    Aftervv^ard  he  went  again  to  Spain, 
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hoping  by  the  intereft  of  Sir  Benjamin  Keene, 
the  Britifh  Minifler,  to  obtain  his   due,  but 
his  fuit  was  inefFeaual.      About  that    time 
Thomlinfon,  defpairing  of  Dunbar's  advance- 
ment to  the  government  of  New-Hampihire,  .^^^^..^^ 
turned  his  thoughts  tow^ard  WentVv^orth  ;  and  jouTk"* 
having  procured  him  a  letter  of  licenfe  from  "".ms. 
his  creditors  in  London,  invited  him  thither. 
Wentworth  reprefentcd  his  cafe  to  the  Britiili 
Court,  complained  of  the  injuftice  of  Spain, 
and  petitioned    for  redrefs.      Many  Britiih 
merchants,  who  had  fuffered  by  the  infolence 
of  the    Spaniards,  were,   at   the   fame  time, 
clamorous  for  reparation.  The  miniftry  were  ^'''^1''^,. 
ftudious  to  avoid  a  war.     A  negociation  was  eazin^.  (or 
begun,  and  the  Court  of  Spain  promifed  ref-  '^^^' 
titution  ;    but    fouled    in    the   performance. 
War  was  then  determined  on,  and  all  nego- 
ciation ended.     Difappointed  in  his  plea  for 
juftice,  Wentworth  made  his  fuit  for  favor ; 
and  by  the  aid  of   Thomlinfon,  who  under- 
ftood  the  ways  of  accefs  to  the  great,  he    ob- 
tained a  promife  from  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle» 
that  when    New-Hampihire   Ihould   be  put 
under  a  dilfincl  Governor,  he  fliould  have  the 
commiiTion.     The  expenfe  of  the  folicitation  ^g  5,,^^^ 
and  fees,  amounting  to  three  hundred  pounds  J^  J^'„\";-^ 
fterling,  was  advanced  by  his  friends  in  Eng-  Aikinfon. 
land,   and   repaid   by   his   friends  in   New- 
Hampfliire. 

He  was  received  in  Portfmouth,  after  a  174L 
long  abfence,  with  great  marks  of  popular  ^^^  ^^ 
refpedl.  Among  the  compliments  which 
were  paid  to  him  on  that  occafion,  one  was, 
that  he  had  been  inftrumental  of  '  refcuing 
«  New-Hampihire  from  contempt  and  de- 
«  pendence.'     In  liis  firfl  fpeech  to  the  AfTem- 
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1741.  bly  he  reflcded  on  the  condiid  of  his  prede- 
journai  of  celFor,  iiot  hj  name,  but  by  implication  ;  for 
jMu'ti^^'  ^^^^  having  taken  early  meafiires  to  raife  men 
for  the  expedition  againft  the  Spaniih  Weft- 
Indies  ;  and  intimated  his  apprehenhon,  that 
the  good  intention  of  the  Province  in  raihn?- 
1  s*±^.  j-Qoney  for  tnat  purpofe,  w^ould  be  fruftrated, 
iince  the  m.en  vvdio  v/ere  willing  to  enter  into 
the  fervice  had  enliiled  in  the  other  Provin- 
ces. He  alio  complimented  them,  on  their 
good  faith  in  regard  to  the  feveral  emillions 
of  paper  money  ;  ail  of  which  were  to  be 
called  in  within  the  prefent  year.  He  did 
not  forget  to  recommend  a  fixed  falary  for 
himfelf,  not  fjbjecl  to  depreciation  ;  nor  the 
payment  of  expenfes  which  had  arifen  on 
account  of  the  boundary  lines  ;  he  informed 
them  of  the  King's  indulgence,  in  givins: 
him  leave  to  confent  to  a  farther  emilTion  of 
bills  of  credit,  to  enable  them  to  difcharge 
their  obligations  to  the  Crown  ;  provided 
that  no  injury  fhould  be  done  to  the  trade  of 
the  mother  country.  He  alfo  recommended 
to  their  attention  the  faithful  fervices  of  their 
agents,  one  of  whom,  Rindge,  was  dead,  and 
the  payment  of  the  debt  due  to  his  heirs. 

The  AiTembly,  in  their  anfwer,  acknowl- 
edged the  wifdom  and  juftice  of  the  Kin^  in 
determining  the  long  controverfy  between 
them  and  MafTachufetts  ;  but  as  to  payment 
of  the  expenfe,  they  reminded  him  that  one 
half  ought  to  be  payed  by  Mailachufetts,  and 
deiired  him  to  ufe  his  influence  for  that  pur- 
pofe. With  refpe(5l  to  the  failure  of  railing 
men  for  the  expedition,  they  fet  him  right  by 
afcribing  it  to  the  true  caufe  ;  there  being  no 
commiffions  feat  to   the  Province  for  that 
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^fervice.  Concerning  the  falary,  they  faid,  1742. 
that  as  foon  as  they  could  know  what  num- 
ber of  inhabitants  would  be  added  to  them 
by  the  fettlcment  of  the  lines,  and  how  the 
money  could  be  raifed,  they  ihould  make  as 
ample  provifion  for  his  honorable  fupport  as 
their  circumilances  would  admit.  They 
acknowledged  the  fidelity  and  induftry  of 
their  agents,  and  profefTed  a  good  will  to  re- 
ward them  ;  but  could  not  then  promife 
adequate  compenfation. 

The  Aliembiy  voted  a  falary  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  ms  acts-. 
to  the  Governor,  funded  as  ufual  on  the  ex- 
cife  ;  and  having  obtained  the  royal  licenfe 
for  emitting  twency-iive  tlioufand  pounds  on 
loan  for  ten  years,  they  granted  the  Governor 
two  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  more,  to  be 
paid  annually  out  of  the  interefl  of  the  loan. 
When  this  fund  failed,  they  made  annual 
grants  for  his  'further  and  more  ample  fup- 
port,' and  generally  added  fomething  for 
houfe-rent.  They  prefented  their  agent 
Thomlinfon  one  hundred  |)ounds  lleriing, 
for  his  faithful  fervices  ;  but  what  they  did 
for  the   heirs   of  Rindge   does  not    appear. 

After  Mr.  Went  worth  was  quietly,  feated  174^^ 
in  the  chair  of  government,  an  opportunity 
prefented  to  advance  his  interefl  flill  farther. 
For  the  fam  of  two  thoufand  pounds  fterling, 
Dunbar  wa.s  prevailed  on  to  refign  the  fur- 
veyorlhip  of  the  woods,  and  Thomlinfon 
negociated  an  appointment  in  favor  of  Went- 
worth,  with  a  lalary  of  eight  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  out  of  which  he  Vv^as  to 
maintain  four  Deputies.  But  to  obtain  this 
office,  he  was  obliged  to  *  reft  his  ckizn  oa 
T 
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1743.    *  the  Crown  of  Spain  for  fifty-fix  thoufand 
*  dollars.' 

Thefe  appointments  of  Mr.  Wentworth 
gave  the  oppofers  of  the  former  adminiflra- 
tion  great  caufe  of  triumph ;  but  the  fpirit 
of  oppofition  had  only  changed  fides.  It 
was  hoped  and  expecfted  by  fome,  that  Mr. 
Belcher,  by  going  to  England,  would  not 
only  remove  the  ill  impreffions,  which  the 
malice  of  his  enemies  had  made  ;  but  return 
to  his  former  flation.  Others,  who  had  no 
predilection  for  Belcher,  looked  with  envy 
on  the  good  fortune  of  Wentworth,  and  aim- 
ed to  tmdermine  him  ;  at  the  fame  time 
courting  the  friends  of  the  former  adminif- 
tration  to  join  in  their  meafures.  Thefe 
things  were  managed  with  fecrecy,  and  a  few 
hints  only  are  left  as  evidence  of  the  exifl- 
ence  of  deiigns,  which  were  never  brought 
to  maturity. 

It  WP.S  one  of  the  royal  inflru(5tions  to  Go- 
vernors, that  in  any  cafes  of  difficulty  or  fud- 
den  emergency,  they  lliould  communicate 
with  each  other.  Mr.  Wentworth  had  a  high 
opinion  of  the  abilities  of  the  new  Governor 
of  MafTachufetts,  and  there  being  a  ftri6l. 
friendfhip  betw^een  them,  confulted  him  on 
all  occafions.  Shirley  was  gratified  by  this 
deference,  and  knew  how  to  make  his  advan- 
tage of  it.  Thus,  though  New-Hampfhire 
was  under  a  Governor  dill:in6l  from  that  of 
Maffachufetts,  a  point  wdiich  had  long  been 
contended  for  ;  yet  the  difference  was  not  fo 
great  in  reality  as  in  appearance.     This  was 

of  wlnT  a  circumflance  not  much  knowm  at  that  time. 

shhic  ^""^  ^^^^  advice  which  Shirley  gave  him  was,  in 
general,  falutary  and  judicious. 
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The  war  which  had  been  kmdled  be-  1744. 
tween  Britain  and  Spain,  extended  its  flame 
over  a  great  part  of  Europe  ;  and  when 
France  became  involved  in  it,  the  American 
Colonies  were  more  nearly  interefted,  be- 
caufe  of  the  proximity  of  the  French,  and 
of  the  Indians,  who  were  in  their  intereft. 
War  is  fo  natural  to  favages,  that  they  need 
but  little  to  excite  them  to  it.  An  Indian 
war  was  a  neceilary  appendage  of  a  war  with 
France.  The  fcene  of  both  was  opened  in 
Nova-Scotia. 

That  Province  had  been  alterna.teiy  claim- 
ed and  pofFefled  by  the  Englilli  and  French 
for  more  than  a  century.  Ever  fince  the 
peace  of  Utrecht  it  had  been  fubjedl  to  the 
Crown  of  Britain,  and  the  French  In- 
habitants who  were  under  a  kind  of  patri- 
archal government  of  their  priefts,  and  devo- 
ted to  the  French  interell,  were  kept  in  awe, 
partly  by  the  fear  of  having  their  dikes  def-  ms  of 
troyed,  which  they  had  erected  to  prevent  Sf^J'^'^^'' 
the  fea  from  overilow^ing  their  fields  ;  and 
partly  by  a  Britifh  garrifon  at  Annapolis 
where  a  Governor  and  Council  refided.  The 
Indian  tribes  maintained  their  native  inde- 
pendence, though  they  were  attached  to  the 
French  by  religious,  as  well  as  interefted  obli- 
gations. Canfeau,  an  ifland  on  the  north- 
eaftern  part  of  Nova-Scotia,  was  in  pofTeflion 
of  the  Englifli.  It  was  reforted  to  by  the 
Hiliermen  of  New-England.  It  was  defend- 
ed by  a  block-houfe  and  garrifoned  by  a  de- 
tachment of  troops  from  Annapolis.  The 
iiland  of  Cape-Breton  was  poUefled  by  the 
French,  and  lay  between  the  Englilh  of  Can- 
feau and  thofe  of  Newfoundland.     This  was 
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1744.  too  near  a  nelglibourliood  for  enemies,  efpe- 
cially  when  both  were  purfuing  one  objecl, 
the  filliery. 

March  15,  'j^i^^g  French  at  Cape-Breton  having  receiv- 
ed early  intelligence  of  the  declaration  of 
v^ar  ;  immediately  refolved  on  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  the  Englifh  fiiliery  at  Canfeau.     Du- 

M«y  li.  quefael,  the  Governor,  fent  Duvivier  with  a 
few  fmall  armed  veffels,  and  about  nine  hun- 
dred men,  who  fcized  and  took  pofTeilion  of 
the  iiland,  burned  the  houfes,  and  made  pri- 
foners  of  the  garrifon  and  inhabitants.  This 
was  done,  before  the  news  of  v/ar  had  arri- 
ved in  New-England.  It  was  followed  by 
an  attempt  upon  Flacenda,  in  Newfound- 
land, whicii  mifcarried.  An  attack  was  alfa 
made  upon  Annapolis,  the  garrifon  of  which 
was  reinforced  by  feveral  companies  of  mi- 
litia and  rangers  from  MaiTacliufetts,  and  the 
enemy  were  obliged  to  retire.  The  Indians 
of  Nova-Scotia  afQfted  the  French  in  this  at- 
tack ;  which,  with  fome  other  infolencies 
committed  by  them,  occaiioned  a  declaration 

o^  19.     of  war,  by  the  government    of   MafTachu- 

r)^.,gias  I,  ^Q^^^^  againft  them,  with  a  premium  for  fcalps 
and  prifoners. 

Thefe  proceedings  of  the  French  were  rafh 
and  prccepitate.  They  were  not  prepared 
for  extenfive  operations  ;  nor  had  they  any 
orders  from  their  Court  to  undertake  them. 
"What  they  had  done,  ferved  to  irritate  and 
alarm  the  neighbouring  Englifh  Colonies, 
and  (liew  them  their  danger  in  the  mofl  con- 
fpicuous  manner.  Their  fca  coaft,  naviga- 
tion and  filliery  lay  expofcd  to  continual  in- 
fults.  Their  frontier  fettlements  on  the 
weitern  fide  were  but  eighty  miles  diflant 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE-.  149 

from  the  French  fort  on  Lake  CKamplain.  1744. 
The  Indians  who  lay  between  them,  had  not 
yet  taken  up  the  hatchet ;  but  it  was  expell- 
ed that  encouragement  would  be  given  them 
by  the  Governor  of  Canada,  to  infult  the 
frontiers.  Several  new  fettlements  were 
wholly  broken  up  ;  and  many  of  the  wo- 
men and  children  of  other  frontier  places 
retired  to  the  old  towns  for  fecurity. 

In  the  autumn,  Duquefnel  the  French  Prince  sd<s 
Governor  of  Cape-Breton,  died,  and  was  fuc-  •^^"^'^^^' 
ceeded  in  the  command  by  Duchambon,  who 
had  not  fo  good  a  military  character.  Du- 
vivier  went  to  France  to  folicit  a  force  to  car- 
ry on  the  war  in  Nova-Scotia  in  the  enfuing 
ipring.  The  ilorefnips,  expected  from  France 
at  Cape-Breton,  came  on  the  coaft  ib  late  in 
the  fall  ;  and  the  winter  there  fetin  fo  early 
and  fierce,  as  to  keep  them  out  of  port,  and 
drive  them  off  to  the  Weil-Indies.  The  cap- 
tive garrifon  of  Canfeau,  with  other  prifon- 
ers,  who  had  been  taken  at  fea,  and  carried 
into  Louilburg,  were  fent  to  Boflon,  From 
them,  as  well  as  from  other  informants,  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  obtained  fuch  intelligence  of 
the  ftate  of  that  ifland  and  fortrefs,  as  in- 
duced him  to  form  the  projedl  of  attacking  it. 
But  before  we  open  this  romantic  and  haz- 
ardous fcene,  it  is  neceffary  to  give  fome  ac- 
count of  the  place  which  was  to  be  the  thea- 
tre of  operations. 

The  Ifland  of  Cape-Breton,  fo  denominat- 
ed from  one  of  its  capes,  lies  betvv'een  the  ^'^•^'■'"'"  '- 
forty-fifth  and  forty-feventh  degrees  ot  north 
latitude  ;  at  the  diftance  of  fifteen  leagues 
from  Cape  Ray,  the  fouthweflern  extremity 
of  Nev/foundland.     It  is  feparated  troni  tlie 
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1744.  main  lai^i  of  Nova-Scotia  by  a  narrow  flrait, 
fix  leagues  in  length,  the  navigation  of  v^rhich 
is  fafe  for  a  fliip  of  forty  guns.  The  great- 
eft  length  of  the  iiland,  from  north-eaft  to 
fouth-weft  is  about  iifty  leagues  and  its  great- 
eft  breadth  thirty-three.  It  is  about  eighty- 
eight  leagues  in  circuit  as  feanien  eftimate 
wfiiiaL^''  ^i^j^ances.  Its  general  form  is  triangular,  but 
PeppereU.   it  is  indented  by  many  deep  bays. 

The  foil  of  this  iiland  is  by  no  means  in- 
viting. It  is  either  rocky  and  mountainous, 
or  elie  cold  and  boggy  ;  and  much  lefs  ca- 
pable of  improvement  than  Nova-Scotia.  Its 
only  valuable  produ6lions  are  of  the  foffil 
kind,  pit-coal  and  plafter.  Its  atmofphere  in 
the  fpring  and  fummer  is  an  almoft  contin- 
ual fog,  which  prevents  the  rays  of  the  fun 
from  perfed:ing  vegetation.  Its  winter  is  fe- 
vere  and  of  long  continuance  ;  and  as  the 
iiland  forms  an  eddy  to  the  current  which 
fets  through  the  gulf  of  St.  Lawrence,  its 
harbours  are  filled  with  large  quantities  of 

State  oi        J,         ,  .  ,   .    ,     .         ,  °        ^  ,         . 

Trade  by    Hoating  106,  With  wliicli  its  uiores  are  inviron- 

Much  has  been  faid  by  French  and  Eng- 
liiGb  writers  on  the  great  importance  and  ad- 
vantage of  this  iiland,  and  fome  political  and 
temporary  purpofes  were  doubtlefs  to  be  an- 
fwered  by  fuch  publications  ;  but  in  fact  the 
only  real  importance  of  Cape-Breton  was  de- 
rived from  its  central  fituation,  and  the  con- 
venience of  its  potts.  On  the  north  and  weft 
fides  it  is  fteep  and  inacceffible  ;  but  the 
foutheaftern  lide  is  full  of  fine  bays  and  har- 
bours, capable  of  receiving  and  lecuring  Ihips 
of  any  burden  ;  and,  bci;ig  fituated  between 
Canada,  France  and  the  Weft-Indies,  it    was 
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extremely  favorable  to  the  French  commerce.  1744, 
It  was  not  fo  good  a  flation  for  the  fiihery 
as  feveral  parts  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Newfound- 
land. The  greater  part  of  the  French  fiilicry 
was  profecuted  el fe where  ;  and  they  could  „  . .  . 
buy  nm  at  Canleau,  cheaper  than  they  could 
cure  it  at  Cape-Breton. 

Whilil  the  French  held  poffefTion  of  the 
coails  of  Nova-Scotia  and  Newfoundland, 
this  ifland  was  negle(5\ed  ;  but  after  they  had 
ceded  thefe  places  to  the  Crown  of  England, 
and  the  Crown  of  England  had  ceded  this 
ifland  to  them  by  the  treaty  of  Utrecht  (1713)^^,    . 

1  1  r        '  1     •  1     n         ^       r      •         Charlevoix, 

they  began  to  lee  its  value.  Initeaa  oz  giv-  oougiafs, 
ing  fo  much  attention  to  the  fur  trade  of  p^J^^^^ 
Canada,  as  they  had  before  done,  they  con- 
templated building  a  fortified  town  on  this 
iiland,  as  a  fecurity  to  their  navigation  and 
fifhery.  For  this  purpofe  they  chofe  a  fine 
harbour  on  the  fouth-eaft  fide  of  the  iiland, 
formerly  called  Englifh  harbour ;  where 
they  eredled  their  fortifications,  and  called 
the  place  Louifbourg. 

The  harbour  of  Louifbourg  lies  in  lati- 
tude 45^  55 ' ;  its  entrance  is  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  wide.  The  anchorage  is  uniformly 
fafe,  and  fhips  may  run  afhorc  on  a  (oft 
muddy  bottom.  The  depth  of  water  at  the 
entrance  is  from  nine  to  twelve  fathoms. 
The  harbour  lies  open  to  the  fouth-eafL 
Upon  a  neck  of  land  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
harbour  was  built  the  town,  tW"o  miles  and  a 
quarter  in  circumference  ;  fortified  in  every 
acceffible  part  with  a  rampart  of  flone,  from 
thirty  to  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  a  ditcli 
eighty  feet  wide.  A  fpace  of  about  two  hun-  ^^^^  ^'*-^' 
dred  yards  was  left  without  a  rampart,  on 
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1V44.  die  fide  next  to  the  fea  ;  it  was  eticlofed  by  a 
iimple  dike  and  a  line  of  pickets.  The  fea 
was  fo  Ihallow  in  this  place  that  it  made  only 
a  narrcvc  channel,  inacceifible  from  its  nume- 
rous reefs  to  any  {hipping  whatever.  The 
fide  fire  from  the  bailions  fecured  this  fpot 
from  an  attack.  There  were  fix  baflions  and 
three  batteries,  containing  embrafures  for  one 
hundred  and  forty-eight  cannon,  of  which 
iixty-five  only  were  mounted,  and  fixteen 
mortars.  On  an  illand  at  the  entrance  of 
the  harbour  was  planted  a  battery  of  thirty 
cannon,  carrying  twenty-eight  pounds  fliot ; 
and  at  the  bottom  of  the  harbour,  directly 
oppofite  to  the  entrance,  was  the  grand  or 
royal  battery  of  twenty-eight  cannon,  forty- 
two  pounders,  and  two  eighteen  pounders. 
On  a  high  cliff,  oppofite  to  the  iiland  battery, 
fliood  a  light-houfe  ;  and  within  this  point,  at 
the  north-eafl  part  of  the  harbour,  was  a 
careening  wharf  fecure  from  all  winds,  and 
a  magazine  of  naval  ftores. 

The  town  was  regularly  laid  out  in 
fquares.  The  flreets  were  broad;  the  houfes 
modly  of  wood,  but  fome  of  ftoiie.  On  the 
v/efl  fide,  near  the  rampart,  \ras^a  ii^acious 
citadel,  and  a  large  parade  ;  on  one  fide  of 
which  were  the  Governor's  apartments.  Un- 
der the  rampart  were  cafemates  to  receive  the 
women  and  children  during  a  fiege.  The 
entrance  of  the  town  on  the  land  fide  was  at 
the  wefl  gate,  over  a  draw  bridge,  near  to 
which  was  a  circular  battery,  mounting  fix- 
teen guns  of  twenty-four  pounds  fliot. 

Thefe  works  had  been  twenty-five  year* 
in  building ;  and  though  not  finiihed,  had 
cofl  the  Crowa  apt  lefe  than  thirty  miilioas 
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of  livres.  The  place  was  fo  flrong  as  to  be  1744, 
called  '  the  DunHrk  of  America.'  It  was,  in 
peace,  a  flife  retreat  for  the  Ihips  of  Trance 
bound  homeward  from  the  Eaft  and  Weft-In- 
dies ;  and  in  war,  a  fource  of  diftrcfs  to  the 
northern  Eii2;liili  Colonies  ;  its  fituation  be- 
ing  extremely  favorable  for  privateers  to  ruin 
their  fiihcry  and  interrupt  their  coafting  and 
foreign  trade  ;  fur  v/hich  reafons,  the  reduc- 
tion of  it  vv^as  an  objecl  as  defuabie  to  them, 
as  that  of  Carthage  was  to  the  Romans. 

In  the  autumn,  Shirley  wrote  to  the  Britifh  ^"'^;  ^°* 

.  "^  .Shirley  s 

miniiliry,  reprefenting  the  danger  of  an  at-  'ft'<:^9  to 
tack  on  Nova-Scotia,  from  the  French,  in  the  v^c'Ih.  ms< 
enfuing  fpring  ;  and  praying  for  fome  naval 
alTiflance.  Thefe  letters  he  fsnt  by  Capt. 
Ryal,  an  officer  of  the  garrifon,  v^hich  had 
been  taken  at  Canfeau,  who,  '  from  his  parti- 
'  ciiiar  knowledge  of  Louiibourg,  and  of  the 
'  great  confcquence  of  the  accjuifidon  of 
■'  Cape-Breton,  and  the  prefervation  of  Nova- 
'  Scotia,  he  hoped  would  be  of  coniiderable 
'  fervice  to  the  northern  Colonies,  with  the 
^  Lords  of  the  admiralty.'  -  Thus  early  did 
Shirley  conceive  and  communicate  to  Went- 
worth  his  great  defign  ;  and  the  moft  prudent 
ftep  which  he  took  in  this  whole  affair  was  to 
folicit  help  from  England.  Kis  petition, 
fupported  by  that  worthy  officer,  was  fo  fa-  MScopy 

11  •  11  1  •      -iX  1  of  D   New- 

vorably  received  by  the  mnnitry,  that  as  ear-  caiUes  ict- 
ly  as  the  beginning  of  January,  orders  were  '"» J^«-3. 
difpatched  to  Commodore  Warren,  then  in 
the  Weft-Indies,  to  proceed  to  the  northward 
in  the  fpring,  and  employ  fuch  a  force  as 
might  be  fufficient  to  protedl  the  northern 
Colonies  in  their  trade  and  iiihery,  and  dif- 
trefs  the  enemy ;  and  for  this  purpofe  to  con- 

U 
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1744.  fulc  with  Governor  Shirley.  Orders  of  the 
fame  date  were  written  to  Shirley,  inclofed  to 
Warren,  directing  him  to  aiTift  the  King's 
fhips  with  traiifports,  men  and  provifions. 
Thefe  orders,  though  extremely  favorable  to 
the  defign,  were  totally  nnknov/n  in  New- 
England,  till  the  middle  of  April  following, 
before  which  time  the  expedition  v/as  com- 
pletely formed. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  a  plan  of  this  fa- 
Dougiafs,  rnous  enterprife,  was  firit  fuggefted  by  Wil- 
?,""'"'  liam  Vaucrhan,  a  fon  of  Lieutenant  Governor 
Jrfon.  Vaughan  of  New-Hamplhire.  Several  other 
perfbns  have  claimed  the  like  merit.  How 
far  each  one's  information  or  advice,  contrib- 
uted toward  forming  the  defign,  cannot  now 
be  determined.  Vaughan  was  largely  con- 
cerned in  the  fifhery  on  the  eaftern  coafh  of 
Maflachufetts.  He  was  a  man  of  good  un- 
derftanding,  but  of  a  daring,  enterpriiing  and 
tenacious  mind,  and  one  who  thought  of  no 
obftacles  to  the  accompliiliment  of  his  views. 
An  inflance  of  his  temerity  is  ftill  remem- 
bered. He  had  equipped,  at  Portfmouth,  a 
number  of  boats  to  carry  on  his  fifliery  at 
Montinicus.  On  the  day  appointed  for  fail- 
ing, in  the  month  of  March,  though  the 
wind  was  fo  boiilerous  that  experienced  ma- 
riners deemed  it  impoffible  for  fuch  veflels  to 
carry  fail,  he  went  on  board  one,  and  order- 
ed the  others  to  follow.  One  was  loft  at  the 
mouth  of  the  river,  the  reft  arrived  with 
much  difficulty,  but  in  a  fhort  time,  at  the 
place  of  their  deflination.  Vaughan  had  not 
been  at  Louifburg  ;  but  had  learned  from 
:ftfhermen  and  others,  fomething  of  the 
llrength  and  fituation  of  the  place  j  and  noth- 
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ing  being  in  his  view  impra6licable,  which  1744. 
he  had  a  mind  to  accomplifh,  he  conceived  a 
defign  to  take  the  city  by  furprile  ;  and  even 
propofed  going  over  the  walls  in  the  win- 
ter on  the  drifts  of  fnow.  This  idea  of  a 
furprifai  forcibly  ftruck  the  mind  of  Shir- 
ley, and  prevailed  with  him  to  haften  his  pre- 
parations, before  he  could  have  any  anfwer 
or  orders  from  England. 

In  the  beginning  of  January  he  requeft-    174^. 
ed  of  tlie  members  of  the   General    Court, 
that  they  would  lay  themfelves  under  an  oath 
of  fecrefy,  to  receive  a  propofal   from  him, 
of  very  great  importance.     This  was  the  iirft 
requeil  of  the  kind  which    had  ever    been 
made  to  a  legiilative  body   in  the   Colonies, 
They  readily  took  the  oath,  and  he  communi- 
cated to  them  the  plan  v\^hich  he  had  ibrrned 
of  attacking    Loaifbourg.     The    fecret  was 
kept  for  fome  days  ;  till  an  honeft  member, 
who  performed   the  family  devotion  at  his 
lodgings,inadvertently  difcovered  it  by  pray- 
ing for  a  bleffmg  on  the  attempt.     At  the 
firil  deliberation,  the  propofal  was  reje^led  ; 
but  by  the  addrefs  of  the  Governor  and  the 
invincible  perfeverance  of  Vaughan,  a  peti- 
tion from  the  merchants  concerned  in    the 
fifliery,  was  brought  into  Court,  which  re- 
vived the  affair  ;  and  it  was  finally  carried  in 
the  affirmative  by  a  majority  of  one  voice,  in 
the  abfence  of  feveral  members    who   were  Ja"- ««. 
known  to  be  againft  it.     Circular  letters  were 
immediately   difpatched   to  all  the  Colonies, 
as  far  as  Pennfylvania,  requeuing  their  affif- 
tance,  and  an  embargo  on  their  ports. 

With  one  of  thefe  letters,  Vaughan  rode  ^^^^ ,. 
exprefs  to  Portfmouth,  where  the  Allembly 
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1745.  was  {ittliig.  Governor  Wentwortli  imme- 
diateiy  laid  the  matter  before  them,  and  pro- 
pofed  a  conference  of  the  two  Houfes  to  be 
held  on  the  next  day.  The  Houfe  of  Repre- 
fentatives  having  caught  the  enthudailn  of 
Vaughan,  were  impatient  of  delay,  and  de- 
lired  that  it  might  be  held  immediately.  It 
was  accordingly  held,  and  the  Committee 
Feb.  a.  reported  in  favor  of  the  expedition  ;  ellima- 
^'urr^tof  ^^^  ^^^^  cxpenfe  at  four  thouland  pounds,  and 
this  ftffion.  deiired  the  Governor  to  iflue  a  proclamation 
for  inli fling  tvfo  hundred  and  fifty  men,  at 
twenty-five  fliillings  per  month,  one  month's 
pay  to  be  advanced  ;  they  alfo  recommended 
that  military  ftores  and  tranfports  Ihould  be 
provided,  and  that  fuch  preparations  fliould 
be  made  as  that  the  whole  might  be  ready  by 
the  beginning  of  March.  All  this  was  in- 
ftantly  agreed  to,  on  condition  that  proper 
methods  could  be  found  to  pay  the  charges. 
This  could  be  done  in  no  other  way  than  by 
a  new  emilTion  of  bills  of  credit,  contrary 
to  the  letter  of  royal  inftrucffcions.  But, 
by  the  help  of  Shirley,  a  way  was  found  to 
furmount  this  diihculty  ;  for  on  the  fame 
day,  he  wrote  to  Wentworth,  informing  him 
Private  MS  that  he  had,  in  anfvver  to  repeated  folicita- 

lettcr«  of.  -"'I  1  •  r    1   •         '      n 

Shirley,  tious,  ootamcd  a  relaxation  or  nis  initruc- 
tions  relative  to  bills  of  credit,  fo  far,  as  to 
have  leave  to  confent  to  fuch  emiflions  as  the 
exigencies  of  war  might  require  ;  and  advi- 
flag  him,  that  confidering  the  occafion,  it 
was  probable,  his  confenting  to  an  emifTion 
would  rather  be  approved  than  cenfured  by 

p  j^  his  f^jperiors.     The  next  day,  he  wrote  again, 

aifaring  him  that  he  might  fafely  do  it,  pro- 
vided that  the  fiim  to  be  emitted,  were  folely 
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appropriated  to  thefervice  of  the  expedition.  1745* 
He  alio  fent  him  a  copy  of  the  inltrii6lion, 
enjoining  him  to  let  no  perfon  know  that  he 
had  fent  it.  Shirley  himfelf  had  confented 
to  an  eniiffion  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds,  to  be 
drawn  in  by  a  tax  in  the  years  1747  and 
1748. 

The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  paiTed  a  Feb.  5. 
vote  for  an  emiifion  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
toward  defraying  the  charge  of  the  expedi- 
tion and  farther  carrying  on  the  wa.r,  and 
the  fupport  of  government  ;  to  be  drawn  in 
by  taxes  in  ten  annual  payments,  to  begin  iu 
1755.  The  Council  objecrted  and  iaid,  that 
the  grant  fliould  be  wholly  appropriated  to 
the  expedition  and  the  payments  Ibould  be- 
gin in  1751.  The  Houfe  adhered  to  their 
vote.  The  Governor  interpofcd,  and  an  al- 
tercation took  place,  which  continued  feveral 
days.  The  Governor  adjourned  the  Affem- 
bly  till  he  could  again  aflc  Shirley's  advice 
and  receive  his  anfwer.  At  length  the  Houfe 
altered  their  vote,  and  appointed  the  year 
1751  for  drawing  in  the  money  ;  augment- 
ing the  fum  to  thirteen  thoufand  pounds, 
and  at  the  Governor's  exprefs  defire,  they 
-"■ublicly  affured  him  that  they  '  could  not 
'  find  out  any  other  way  to  carry  on  the  ex- 
*  pedition,  or  in  any  degree  fnorten  the  peri- 
'  od  for  bringing  in  the  money.'  This  was 
done  to  ferve  as  an  apology  for  the  Govern- 
or's confenting  to  the  bill,  notwithftanding 
he  had  no  liberty  to  recede  from  his  inflruc- 
tions  ;  and  thus,  the  matter  being  compro-  f.=!>.  j:. 
mifed,  he  gave  his  confent. 

During  this  tedious  interval,  a  report  was 
■fprcad,  that  the  Houfe  had  refufed   to  raife 
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1745.  men  and  money  for  the  expedition  ;  and  the 
author  of  the  report  was  fought  out  and  call- 
ed to  account  by  the  Houfe  for  his  mifbeha- 
viour.  The  next  day  they  altered  their  terms 
of  inliilment,  conformably  to  thofe  offered 
in  MafTachufetts,  and  by  the  17th  of  Febru- 
ary, two  hundred  and  fifty  men  were  inlifled 
for  the  fervice. 

The  perfon  appointed  to  command  the  ex- 
pedition was  Vv^iLLiAM  Pepperrell,  Efq, 
of  Kittery,  Colonel  of  a  regiment  of  militia; 
a  merchant  of  unblemiflied  reputation  and 
engaging  manners,  extendvely  known  both 
in  MalTaxhufetts  and  New-Hampfhire,  and 
very  popular.  Thefe  qualities  -were  abfolute- 
iy  neceliary  in  the  Commander  of  an  army 
of  volunteers,  his  own  countrymen,  who 
were  to  cpait  their  domeflic  connexions  and 
employments,  and  engage  in  a  hazardous  en- 
terprife,  which  none  of  them,  from  the  high- 
eft  to  the  low  eft,  knew  how  to  condu(5l:.  Pro- 
feflional  fkill  and  experience  were  entirely  out 
of  the  queftion  ;  had  theie  qualities  been  ne- 
ceflary,  the  expedition  rnuft  have  been  laid 
afide ;  for  there  was  no  perfon  in  New-England, 
m  theie  refpe^fls  qualified  for  the  command. 
Fidelity,  refblution  and  popularity  muft  fup- 
ply  the  place  of  military  talents ;  and  Pep- 
perrell  was  poffeffed  of  thefe.  It  was  necef- 
fary  that  the  men  ihould  know  and  love  their 
General,  or  they  would  not  inlift  under  him.* 

Shirley's         After    diis   appointment   was  made,  and 

private  let-  ^  •*■ 

•  The  following  private  note  was  fent  from  Bofton  to  Fepperrell ,  whilft 
ef  I^ouilbourg,  and  found  amonfr  hjs  paperf. 

'  You  was  made  Geneiai,  being  a  popular  man,  mofl  likely  to  raife  fol- 
'  dicrs  fooneft.  The  eipedition  was  cskulated  to  establish  Sh — ,  and 
»  make  Jiis  creature  W.  Governor  of  Cape-Btcton,  which  is  to  be  a  placo 
•  of  refuge  to  hi  •»>  frdoi  his  creditors.  Beware  ©f  inikes  in  the  grills,  aod 
-■  mark  thsir  Jjiffing. 
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while  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  AfTembly  1745. 
of  New-Hamplhire  would  agree  with  the 
Governor  in  raifing  money  for  the  expedi- 
tion, Shirley  propofed  to  Wentworth,  the 
raifuig  of  men  in  Kew-Hampfhire,  to  be  in 
the  pay  of  MalTachufetts,  and  in  the  letter 
which  he  wrote  on  that  occalion  paid  him  the 
following  compliment.  *  It  would  have  been 
'  an  infinite  fatisfa6lion  to  me,  and  done  great 
'  honor  to  the  expedition,  if  your  limbs  would 

*  have  permitted  you  to  take  the  chief  com- 
'  mand.'  Wentworth  was  charmed  with  the 
idea,  and  forgetting  his  gout,  made  an  offer 
of  his  perfonal  fervice  ;  but  not  till  after  the 
AlTembly  had  agreed  to  his  terms  and  the 
money  bill  was  paiTede  Shirley  was  then 
obliged  to  anfwer  him  thus.      ^  Upon  com- 

*  muni  eating  your  offer  to  two  or  three  gen- 
'  tlemen,  in  whofe  prudence  and  judgment  I 
'  mod  confide,  I  found  them  clearly  of  opin- 

*  ion,  that  any  alteration  of  the  prefent  com- 
'  mand  would  be  attended  with  great  rifque, 
'  both  with  refpedl  to  the  Affembly  and  the 

*  foldiers  being  entirely  difguiled.' 

Before  Pepperreli  accepted  the  command, 
he  afked  the  opinion  of  the  famous  George 
Whitefield,  who  was  then  itinerating  and 
preaching  in  New-England.  Whitefield  told  fijunet 
him,  that  he  did  not  think  the  fcheme  very  ^^^^k  ^" 
promlling  ;  that  the  eyes  of  all  would  be 
on  him  ;  that  if  it  fhould  not  fucceed,  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  the  flain  would  re- 
proach him  ;  and  if  it  ihould  fucceed,  many 
would  regard  him  with  envy,  and  endeavor 
to  eclipfe  his  glory  ;  that  he  ought  therefore 
to  go  with  '  a  fingle  eye,'  and  then  he  would 
find  his  ilrength  proportioned  to  his  neceffi- 
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1745L  ty.  Henry  Sherburne,  the  Commiflary  of 
New-Hainplliire,  another  of  Whiteiield's 
friends,  prefTed  him  to  favor  the  expedition 
and  give  a  motto  for  the  fhig  ;  to  which,  af- 
ter fome  hefitation,  he  conlented.  The  mot- 
to was,  '  Nil  defperandmn  Chr'iflo  duce.^  This 
gave  the  expedition  the  air  of  a  crufade,  and 
•many  of  his  followers  inlifted.  One  of 
them,  a  Chaplain,  carried  on  his  Ihoulder  a 
hatchet,  with  which  he  intended  to  deilroy 
the  images  in  the  French  churches. 

There  are  certain  latent  fparks  in  human 
nature,  which,  by  a  collilion  of  caufes,  are 
fbmetim^s  brought  to  light ;  and  when  once 
excited,  their  operations  are  not  ealily  con- 
troled.  In  undertaking  any  thing  hazar- 
dous, there  is  a  neceifity  for  extraordinary 
vigor  of  mind,  and  a  degree  of  confidence 
•and  fortitude,  which  fliall  raife  us  ?^ovc  he 
•dread  of  danger,  and  difpofe  us  to  rvin  a 
rifque  which  the  cold  maxims  of  prudence 
would  forbid.  The  people  of  New-England 
^lave  at  various  times  fhewn  fuch  an  enthu- 
fiaftic  ardor,  which  has  been  excited  by  the 
-example  of  their  ancefiors  and  their  own  ex- 
pofed  fituation.  It  was  never  more  appar- 
ent, and  perhaps  never  more  neceffary,  than 
■on  occafion  of  this  expedition.  Nor  ought 
it  to  be  forgotten,  that  feveral  circumliances, 
which  did  not  depend  on  human  forefight, 
greatly  favored  this  undertaking. 

The  winters  in  this  country  are  often  fe- 
vere,  but  the  winter  in  which  this  expedition 
was  planned,  and  particularly  the  month  of 
February,  w^as  very  mild.  The  harbours 
and  rivers  were  open,  and  the  weather  was 
in  general  fo  pleafant,  that  every  kind  of  la- 
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bor  could  be  done  abroad.  The  fruitfulnefs  1745. 
of  the  preceding  feafon  had  made  provifions 
plenty.  The  Indians  had  not  yet  molefled 
the  frontiers  ;  and  though  fome  of  them  had 
heard  that  an  expedition  againft  Cape  Breton 
was  in  hand,  and  carried  the  news  of  it  to 
Canada,  fuch  an  attempt  was  fo  improbable, 
that  the  French  gave  no  credit  to  the  report, 
and  thofe  in  Nova-Scotia  did  not  receive  the 
leail:  intelligence  of  the  preparations.  Doug- 
lafs  obferves,  that  '  fome  guardian  angel  pre- 
'  ferved  the  troops  from  taking  the  fmall  pox,' 
which  appeared  in  Boflon  about  the  time  of 
their  embarkation,  and  was  actually  import- 
ed in  one  of  the  fhips  which  was  taken  into 
the  fervice.  A  concurrence  of  happy  inci- 
dents brought  together  every  Britiili  lliip  of 
war  from  the  ports  of  the  American  conti- 
nent and  iflands,  till  they  made  a  formidable 
naval  force,  confifting  of  four  fliips  of  the 
line  and  fix  frigates,  under  the  command  of 
an  adlive,  judicious  and  experienced  officer^ 
On  the  other  hand,  the  garrifon  of  Louif- 
bourg  was  difcontented  and  mutinous  ;  ther 
were  in  want  of  provifions  and  ftores ;  they 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  defign  formed 
againft  them  ;  their  fhores  were  fo  environ* 
ed  with  ice,  that  no  fupplies  could  arrive 
early  from  France,  and  thofe  which  came  af- 
terward, were  intercepted  and  taken  by  our 
cruifers.  In  fhort,  *  if  any  one  circumifance 
*  had  taken  a  wrong  turn  on  our  fide,  and  if 
'  any  one  circumftance  had  not  taken  a  Dougiafe  i, 
'  wrong  turn  on  the  French  fide,  the  expedi-  ^^^' 
'  tion  muft  have  mifcan  led.' 

In  the  undertaking  and  profecuting  of  an 
enterprife  fo  novel  to  the  people  of  New- 
W 
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1745.    England,  it  is   amufing  to  fee   how   many 
projecfls   were  invented  ;  what  a  variety  of 
advice  was  given  from  all  quarters,  and  what 
romantic  expecflations  were  formed  by  advi- 
fers  and  adventurers.     During  the  inlillment, 
one  of  the  oflicers   was  heard  to   fay  with 
great  fobriety,  that  he  intended  to  carry  with 
him   three  fhirts,  one   of  which   fliould  be 
ruffled,  becaufe  he  expected  that  the   Gene- 
ral w  ould  give  him  the  command  of  the  city, 
when  it  fliould  be  taken.     An  ingenious  and 
benevolent  clergyman,  prefented  to  the  Gene- 
ral a  plan  for  the  incampment  of  the  army, 
the  opening  of  trenches  and  the  placing   of 
Privare      battcrics   bcfore  the  city.     To,  prevent  dan- 
U3  letters,  ggj-  ^q  ^\^q  troops  from  fubterraneous  mines, 
he  propofed,  that  two  confidential    perfons, 
attended  by  a  guard,   fliould,    during    the 
night,  approach  the  walls  ;  that  one  Ihould 
with  a   beetle   llrike   the  grovmd,  while  the 
other  fliould  lay  his  ear  to  it,  and  obferve 
v/hether  the  found  was   hollow,  and  that  a 
mark  fliould  be  fet  on  all  places  fufpe6led. 
Another  gentleman  of  equal  ingenuity,  fent 
the  General  a  model  of  a  flying  bridge,  to  be 
ufed  in  fcaling  the  walls  of  Louiihourg.     It 
was  fo  light,  that  twenty  men  could  carry  it 
on  their  flioulders  to  the  wall,  and  raife  it  in 
one   minute.     The   apparatus   for   raiflng  it 
confided  of  four  blocks,   and  two  hundred 
fathoms  of  rope.     It  was  to  be  floored  with 
boards,  wide  enough  for  eight  men  to  march 
abreafl: ;  and  to  prevent  danger  from  the  ene- 
my's fire,  it  might  be  covered  vv^ith  raw  hides. 
This  bridge,  it  was  faid,  might  be  ereded 
againft  any  part  of  the  wall,  even  where  no 
breach  had  been  made  ;  and  it  was  fuppofed 
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that  a  tlioufand  men  might  pafs  over  it  in    1745* 
four  minutes. 

But  the  mod  extraordinary  projedl  of  all, 
was  Shirley's  fcheme  for  taking  the  city  by 
furprife,  in  the  firfl  night  after  the  arrival  of 
the  troops,  and  before  any  Britilh  naval 
force  could  poffibly  come  to  their  aihflanceo 
It  is  thus  delineated  in  a  confidential  letter 
which  he  v/rote  to  Wentv/orth,  when  he  ur- 
ged him  to  fend  the  New-Hamplhire  troop* 
to  Boflon,  to  proceed  thence  with  the  fleet  of 
tranf  jorts.     '  The  fuccefs  of  our  Icheme  tor  Mardi  ?. 

*  furprifing  Louifbonrg  will  entirely  depend 

*  on  the  execution  of  the  nrft  night,  after  the 

*  arrival  of  our  forces.  For  this  purpofe  it 
'  is  necelTary,  that  the  whole  fleet  fhould 
'  make  Chappeau-rouge  point  juil  at  the 
'  fhutting  in  of  the  day,  when  they   cannot 

*  eafily  be  difcovered,  and  from  thence  pufli 

*  into  the  bay,  fo  as  to  have  all  the  men 
'  landed  before  midnight  ;  (the  landing  of 

*  whom,  ij:  is  computed  by  Capt.  Durell  and 
'  Mr.  Baftide,  will  take  up  three  hours   at 

*  lead.)     After   which,  the  forming  of  the 

*  four  feveral  corps,  to  be  employed  in  at- 

*  tempting  to  fcale  the  walls   of  Louiibourg, 

*  near   the  eaft  gate,   fronting  the  fea,  and 

*  the  weft   gate,  fronting   the    harbour  ;  to 

*  cover    the   retreat  of  the  two  beforemen- 

*  tioned   parties   in  cafe  of  a  repulfe  ;  and, 

*  to  attack  the  grand  battery  ;   (which  attack 

*  muft  be  made  at  the  fame  time  vAth  the  two 

*  other  attacks)  will  take  up  two  hours  more 

*  at  leaft.  After  thefe  four  bodies  are  form- 
'  ed,  their  march  to  their  refpedive  polls 
'  from  whence  they  are  to  make  their  attacks 

*  and  ferve^s  a  cover  to  the  retreat,  will  take 
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1745.    *  up  another  two  hours  ;  which,  fuppofing  the 

*  tranfports  to  arrive  in  Chappeau-rouge  bay 
'  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  not  be- 

*  fore,  as  it  will  be  necefTary  for  them  to  do, 

*  in  order  to  land  and  march  under  cover  of 
'  the  night,  will  bring  them  to  four  in  the 

*  morning,  being  day  break,  before  they  be- 

*  gin  the  attack,  which  will  be  full   late  for 

*  them  to  begin.     Your  Excellency  will  from 
'  hence  perceive  how  critical  an  affair,  the 

*  time  of  the  fleet's  arrival  in  Chappeau-rouge 

*  bay  is,  and  how  neceffary  it  is  to  the  fuc- 

*  cefs  of  our  principal  fcheme,  that  the  fleet 

*  fliould  arrive  there,  in  a  body,  at  that  precife 

*  hour.' 

It  is  eafy  to  perceive  that  this  plan  was 
contrived  by  a  pcrfon  totally  unflvilled  in  the 
arts  of  navigation  and  of  war.  The  coafb 
of  Cape-Breton  was  dangerous  and  inhofpit- 
able,  the  feafon  of  the  year  rough  and  tem- 
peiluous,  and  the  air  a  continual  fog  ;  yet,  a 
fleet  of  an  hundred  veflels,  af%er  failing 
nearly  two  hundred  leagues  (for  by  this  plan 
they  were  not  to  flop)  mud  make  a  certain 
point  of  land  *  at  a  precife  hour,'  and  enter 
an  unknown  bay,  in  an  evening.  The 
troops  were  to  land  in  the  dark,  amidft  a  vi- 
olent furf,  on  a  rocky  fhore  ;  to  march 
through  a  thicket  and  bog  three  miles,  to  the 
city,  and  fome  of  them  a  mile  beyond  it  to 
the  royal  battery.  Men  who  had  never  been 
in  adlion,  v/ere  to  perform  fervices,  which 
the  moil  experienced  veteran  would  think  of 
with  dread  ;  to  pull  down  pickets  with  grap- 
ling  irons,  and  fcale  the  walls  of  a  regular 
fortification,  with  ladders,  which  were  after- 
ward found  to  be  too  fhort  by  ten  feet  j  all 
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in  the  fpace  of  twelve  hours  from  their  firfl    l745o 
making  the  land,  and  nine  hours  from  their 
debarkation.     This     part  of  the    plan    was 
prudently  concealed  from  the  troops. 

The  forces  which  New-Hampfliire  furnifh- 
ed  for  this  expedition,  were  three  hundred 
and  fifty  men,  including  the  crew  of  au 
armed  floop  which  convoyed  the  tranfports 
and  ferved  as  a  cruifer.  They  were  formed 
into  a  regiment,  confiding  of  eight  compa- 
nies, and  were  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Samuel  Moore.  I'he  fioop  vv\as  commanded 
by  Capt.  John  Fernald  ;  her  crew  coniifced  of 
thirty  men.  The  regiment,  floop  and  tranf- 
ports, Avere,  by  Governor  Wentworth's  writ- 
ten inftrucflicns  to  the  General,  put  under 
his  command.  Beiides  thefe,  a  body  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  men  was  inlifted  in  Nev/- 
Hampfl^iire  and  aggregated  to  the  regiment 
in  the  pay  of  Maiiachufetts.  Thus  New- 
HamipHiire  employed  five  hundred  men  ;  a- 
boutone  eighth  part  of  the  whole  land  force.*  wem- 
In  thefe  men,  there  Vv^as  fuch  an  ardor  for  ac-  J^rr^ws^* 
tion,  and  fuch  a  dread  of  delay,  that  it  v/as 
impra-dicable  to  put  them  fo  far  out  of  their 
courfe,  as  to  join  the  Heet  at  Boflon.  Shir- 
ley therefore  altered  the  plan,  and  appointed 
a  rendezvous  at  Canfeau  ;  where  the  forces 
of  New-Ham.pfhire  arrived,  two  days  before  Marth  31. 
the  General  and  his  other  troops  from 
Bofton. 

•  In  the  introductory  part  of  Dr.  Ramfay's  clej^ant  Mstory  of  the 
American  Revolution  (pag/;  34)  it  is  said,  that  '  this  fiiterpr'fe  was  un- 
'  dertakco  by  the  sole  autb^nty  of  the  Leg.fljfure  of  >.';assachuaetfs.' 
This  i^  not  fufii.:i<nrly  accurate,  Ir  originared  in  MEff.ehuf.  ns  ;  but 
the  Colones  of  Ncw-HampQiire^  Rhode  Ifland  and  ConRe(5licur,  hy 
their  IcKiAjtive  authority,  furniftied  troops  and  ftorex.  N««v-Yik 
fent  a  fupply  cf  artillery,  and  PennfylTarii  of  provifinns  ;  *.iit  the 
trrops  from  Rhode- Ifland,  and  the  prov<fiou3  from  Pcnnfylvania,diil  not 
arrive  till  after  the  furrender  of  ths  citv. 
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1745«  The  iaftrinftions  which  Pepperrell  receiv- 
ed from  Shirley,  were  conformed  to  the 
plan  which  he  had  communicated  to  Went- 
worth,  but  much  more  particular  and  cir- 
cumftantial.  He  was  ordered  to  proceed  to 
Canfeau,  there  to  build  a  block-houfe  and 
battery,  and  leave  two  companies  in  garri- 
fon,  and  to  depofit  the   (lores  which   miglit 

Qrtgjrai     ^ot  immediately  be   wanted  by  the   army. 

inftrudii-     Xhence  he  was  to  fend  a  detachment  to  the 

MS,  village  of  St.  Peters,  on  the   iiland  of  Cape- 

Breton  and  dellroy  it  ;  to  prevent  any  intel- 
ligence which  might  be  carried  to  Louif- 
bourg  ;  for  v/hich  purpofe  alfo,  the  armed 
vefFels  were  to  cruife  before  the  harbour. 
The  whole  fleet  was  to  fail  from  Canfeau,  fo 
as  to  arrive  in  Chappeau- rouge  bay  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  evening.  The  troops 
were  to  land  in  four  divilions,  and  proceed 
to  the  alTault  before  morning.  If  the  plan 
for  the  furprifal  Ihould  fail,  he  had  particu- 
lar directions  where  and  hov/  to  land,  march, 
encamp,  attack  and  defend  ;  to  hold  councils 
and  keep  records  ;  and  to  fend  intelligence 
to  Bollon  by  certain  veilels  retained  for  the 
purpofe,  which  vefTels  were  to  (top  at  Caflie 
William,  and  there  receive  the  Governor's 
orders.  Several  other  veiTels  were  appointed 
to  cruife  between  Canfeau  and  the  camp,  to 
convey  orders,  tranfport  (lores,  and  cateh  fjlj 
for  the  army.  To  clofe  thefe  inflru<^ions, 
after  the  mofc  minute  detail  of  duty,  the 
General  was  finally  '  left  to  a(fl  upon  unfore- 
'  {qqx).  emergencies  according  to  his  difcre- 
'  tion  ;'  which,  in  the  opinion  of  military 
gentlemen,  is  accounted  the  mod  rational 
part  of  the  whole.     Such  was  the  plan,  for 
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the  redudlion  of  a  regularly  conftruffled  for-    1745. 
trefs,  drawn  by  a  lawyer,  to  be  executed  by 
a  merchant,  at  the  head  of  a  body  of  huf- 
bandmen  and  mechanics  ;  animated  indeed 
by  ardent  patriotifm,  but  deilitute  of  profef- 
fional  flvill  and  experience.     After  they  had  ^^.^^^,^ 
embarked,  the  hearts  of  many  began  to  fail,  thankf^iv. 
Some  repented  that  they  had   voted  for  the  pfgc'sj'.""' 
expedition,   or   promoted  it  ;  and  the  moft 
thoughtful  were  in  the  greatefl  perplexity. 

The  troops  were  detained  at  Canfeau,  three 
v/eeks,  waitinp:  for  the  ice  which   invironed 
the    iiland  of  Cape-Breton,   to  be   ciuiolved.  letters  to 
They  were  all  this  time    within   view  of  St.  ^^"^^y^ 
Peters,  but  were  not  difcovered.     Their  pro- 
vifions  became  Ihort ;  but  they  were  fupplied 
by  prizes    taken   by  the    cruifers.      Among 
others,  the  Nevv^-Hanipfhire  iloop  took  a  ihip 
from  Martinico,  and  retook  one  of  the  tranf- 
port^,  which   ihe    had  taken  the  day  before. 
At  length,   to    their   great  joy,  Commodore 
Warren,  in  the  Superbe,  of  fixty  guns,  with  ^^^'^  ^'^ 
three  other  fhips  of  forty  guns   each,  arrived 
at  Canfeau,  and  having   held   a  confultation 
w^ith  the  General,  proceeded  to  cruife  before 
Louiibourg.     The   General   having  fent  the 
New-Hampfliire  floop,  to  cover  a  detachment 
which  deftroyed  the  village  of  St.  Peters,  and 
fcattered  the    inhabitants,   failed    with    the 
whole  fleet ;    but  inftead  of  making  Chap-  ^i'''^  '^* 
peau-rouge   point  in   the  evening,  the   wind 
falling  fliort,  they  made  it  at  the  dawn  of  the 
next  morning  ;  and  their  appearance   in  the 
bay,  gave  the  iirfl  notice  to  the  French,  of  a 
delign  formed  againft  them. 

The  intended  furprifal  being  thus  happily 
fruftrat^d,  the  next  thing  after  landing  the 
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1745.  troops  was  to  inveft  the  city.  Vaaghan,thy 
adventurer  from  New-Hampiliire,  had  the 
rank  and  pay  of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel,  but 
refufad  to  have  a  regular  command.  He 
was  appointed  one  of  the  Council  of  War, 
and  was  ready  for  any  fervice  which  the 
General  might  think  fuited  to  his  genius. 
He  condu6led  the  firft  column  through  the 
woods,  v/ithin  light  of  the  city,  and  lalutcd 
it  with  three  cheers.  He  headed  a  detach- 
ment, confifting  chiefly  of  the  New-Hamp- 
fliire  troops,  and  marched  to  the  north-eail 
part  of  the  harbour,  in  the  night ;  where 
they  burned  the  ware-houfes,  containing  the 
naval  flores,  and  flaved  a  large  quantity  of 
wine  and  brandy.  The  fmoke  of  this  fire 
being  driven  by  the  wind  into  the  grand  bat- 
tery, fo  terrified  the  French,  that  they  aban- 
doned it  and  retired  to  the  city,  after  having 
fpiked  the  guns  and  cut   the  halliards  of  the 

Ma  z  fl'ig-ftaff.  The  next  morning  as  Vaughan 
was  returning,  with  thirteen  men  only,  he 
crept  up  the  hill  which  overlooked  the  bat- 
tery, and  obferved,  that  the  chimnies  of  the 
barrack  were  without  fmoke,  and  the  ftaff 
v/ithout  a  flag.  With  a  bottle  of  brandy, 
which  he  had  in  his  pocket,  (though  he  never 
drank  fpirituous  liquors)  he  hired  one  of  his 
party,  a  Cape  Cod  Indian,  to  crawl  in  at  an 
embrafure    and   open   the    gate.       He  then 

_  .  .   ,     wrote  to  the  General,  thefe   words,  '  May  it 

Original 

MS.  '  pleafe  your  honor,  to  be  informed,  that  by 
'  the  grace  of  God,  and  the  courage  of  thir- 
*  teen  men,  I  entered  the  royal  battery,  about 
'  nine  o'clock,  and  am  waiting  for  a  reinforce- 
'  ment,  and  a  fla*^.'  Before  either  could  ar- 
rive, one  of  the  men  climbed  up  the  ftaif,  with 
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a  red  coat  in  his  teeth,  which  he  faflened  by  1745. 
a  nail  to  the  top.  This  piece  of  triumphant 
vanity  alarmed  the  city,  and  immediately  an 
hundred  men  were  difpatched  in  boats  to  re- 
take the  battery.  But  Vaughan,  with  his 
fmall  party,  on  the  naked  beach,  and  in  the 
face  of  a  fniart  lire  from  the  city  and  the 
boats,  kept  them  from  la-nding,  till  the  rein- 
forcement arrived.  In  every  duty  of  fatigue 
or  fanguine  adventure,  he  Vv^as  always  ready  ; 
and  the  New-Hampfhire  troops,  animated  by 
the  fame  enthuiiaitic  ardor,  partook  of  all  the 
labors  and  dangers  of  the  fiege.  They  were 
employed  for  fourteen  nights  fucceifively,  iii 
drawing  cannon  from  the  landing  place  to 
the  camp,  through  a  morals  ;  and  their 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Meilerve,  being  a  fliip 
carpenter,  confirucled  fledges,  on  v/hich  the 
cannon  were  drawn,  when  it  was  found  that 
their  v^-Iieels  v»'ere  buried  in  the  mire.  The 
men,  vsath  ilraps  over  their  fnoulders,  and 
finking  to  their  knees  in  mud,  performed  la- 
bor beyond  the  power  of  oxen  ;  which  labor 
could  be  done  only  in  the  Jiight  or  in  a  fog- 
gy day  ;  the  place  being  witiiin  plain  view 
and  random  fliot  of  the  enemy's  walls. 
They  were  much  difippointed  and  chagrined, 
when  they  found  that  thefe  meritorious  fer- 
vices  were  not  iriore  diilindlly  acknowledged  ^^^,_ 
in  the  accounts  which  were  fent  to  England,  wotth^» 
and  afterwards  publiihed. 

In  the  unfortunate  attempt  on  the  iiland  Msf  5<&, 
bittery  by  four  hundred  volunteers  from 
different  regiments,  the  New-Hampfhire 
troops  were  very  active.  When  it  was  de- 
termined to  ered;  a  battery  on  the  light-houfe 
cliff  5  two  companies  of  them  (Mafoa's  and 
X 
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1745.    Fernald's)  were  employed  in  that  laborious 
fervice,  under  cover  of  their  armed  (loop  ; 

'  and  when  a  propofal  was  made  for  a  general 

aiTauk  by  fea  and  land,  Colonel  Moore,  who 
had  been  an  experienced  fea  commander,  of- 
^  fered  to  go  on  board  the  Vigilant,  with  his 
whole  regiment,  and  lead  the  attack,  if  in 
cafe  of  fuccefs  he  might  be  confirmed  in  the 
command  of  the  {hip ;  but  when  this  was 
denied,  mofh  of  the  men  who  were  fit  for 
duty,  readily  went  on  board  the  Princefs 
Mary,  to  aft  as  marines  on  that  occafion. 
©ongiafs  !_,       Ji  }ias  bceu  faid,  that  '  this  fieee  was  car- 

*  ried  on  in  a  tumultuary,  random   manner, 

*  refembling  a  Cambridge  commencement.' 
The  remark  is  in  a  great  meafiire  true. 
Though  the  bufinefs  of  the  Council  of  War 
was  condu6led  with  all  the  formality  of  a 
legiflative  aflembly  ;  though  orders  were  if- 
fued  by  the  General,  and  returns  made  by 
the  officers  at  the  Several  pods  ;  yet  the  want 
of  difcipline  was  too  vifible  in  the  camp. 
Thofe  who  were  on  the  fpot,  have  frequently 
in  my  hearing,  laughed  at  the  recital  of  their 
own  irregularities,  and  expreffed  their  admi- 
ration when  they  reilecled  on  the  almofl  mi- 
raculous prefervation  of  the  army  from  def- 
tru6lion.  They  indeed  prefented  a  formida- 
ble front  to  the  enemv  ;  but  the  rear  was  a 
fcene  of  confufion  and  frolic.  While  fome 
were  on  duty  at  the  trenches,  others  were 
racing,  v/reftling,  pitching  qvioits,  firing  at 
marks  or  at  birds,  or  running  after  fhot  from 
the  enemy's  guns,  for  which  they  received  a 
bounty,  and  the  Ihot  were  fent  back  to  the 
city.  The  ground  was  fo  uneven  and  the 
people  fo  fcattered,  that  the  French  cotild 
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form  no  eftimate  of  tlieir  numbers;  nor  1745- 
could  they  learn  it  from  the  prifoners,  taken 
at  the  illaiid  battery,  who  on  their  examina- 
tion, as  if  by  previous  agreement,  reprefent- 
ed  the  number  to  be  vallly  greater  than  it 
was.  The  garrlfon  of  Louiibourg  had  been 
fo  mutinous  before  the  fiege,  that  the  officers 
could  not  truft  the  men  to  make  a  fortie,  left 
they  fliould  defert ;  had  they  been  united 
and  acled  with  vigor,  the  camp  might  have 
been  furprifed  and  many  of  the  people  def- 
troyed. 

Much  has  been  afcribed,  and  much  is 
juflly  due  to  the  activity  and  vigilance  of 
Commodore  Warren,  and  the  fliips  under  his 
command  ;  much  is  alfo  due  to  the  vigor  and 
perfevera,nce  of  the  land  forces,  and  the  fuc- 
cefs  was  doubtlefs  owing,  under  God,  to  the 
joint  efforts  of  both.  Something  of  policy, 
as  well  as  bravery,  is  generally  neceffary  in 
fuch  undertakings  ;  and  there  was  one  piece 
of  management,  which,  though  not  men- 
tioned by  any  hiftorian,  yet  greatly  contrib- 
uted to  the  furrender  of  the  city. 

The  capture  of  the  Vigilant,  a  French  fix- 
ty-four  gun  Ihip,  commanded  by  the  Mar-  ^^^  '^' 
quis  de  la  Maifon  forte,  and  richly  laden  with 
military  ftores  for  the  relief  of  the  garrifon, 
was  one  of  the  moft  capital  exploits  perform- 
ed by  the  navy.  This  Ihip  had  been  anx- 
ioufly  expe(fted  by  the  French  ;  and  it  v^^as 
thought  that  the  news  of  her  capture,  if  prop- 
erly communicated  to  them,  might  produce 
a  good  effecfl ;  but  hov^^  to  do  it  was  the  quef- 
tion.     At  length  the  Commodore  hit  on  this  J""^  ^ 

J.  Ill  r-    1  ■!        /^  ^^    letters 

expedient,  which  he  propofed  to  the  General,  of  warren 
who  approved,  and  put  it  into  execution.     In  pefeir^ 
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1745.  a  fkirmifli  on  the  illand,  with  a  party  of 
French  and  Indians,  fome  EngUfli  prifoners 
had  been  taken  by  them,  and  ufed  with  cru- 
elty. This  circumftance  was  made  known 
to  the  Marquis,  and  he  was  requefled  to  go 
on  board  of  all  the  iliips  in  the  bay  where 
French  prifoners  were  confined,  and  obferve 
the  condition  in  which  they  were  kept.  He 
did  fo,  and  was  well  iatished  with  their  fare 
and  accommodations.  He  was  then  defired 
to  v/rite  to  the  Governor  of  the  city,  and 
inform  him  how  well  the  French  prifoners 
were  treated,  and  to  requed  the  like  favor  for 

June  7,  ^i^Q  Engliih  prifoners.  The  humane  Mar- 
quis readily  confented,  and  the  letter  was 
lent  the  next  day  by  a  flag,  intrufted  to  the 
care  of  Capt.  Macdonald.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore the  Governor  and  his  chief  oihccrs  ;  and 
by  pretending  not  to  underftand  their  lan- 
guage, he  had  the  advantage  of  liftening  to 
their  ciifcourfe  ;  by  which  he  found,  that 
they  had  not  before  heard  of  the  capture 
of  the  Vigilant,  and  that  the  news  of  it,  un- 
der the  hand  of  her  late  commander,  threw 
them  into  viiible  perturbation.  This  event, 
with  the  eredlion  of  a  battery  on  the  high 
cli£F  at  the  light  houfe,  under  tlie  direction 
of  Lieutenant  Colonel  Gridley,  by  which 
the  ifland  battery  was  much  annoyed,  and 
the  preparations  which  were  evidently  ma- 
king for  a  general  aflault,  determined  Du- 
chambon  to  furrender ;  and  accordingly,  in 

June  15  to  2.  iQv^r  (la.ys  he  capitulated. 

Upon  entering  the  fortrefs  and  viewing 
its  flrength,  and  the  plenty  and  variety  of 
its  means  of  defence,  the  floutcft  hearts  were 
appalled,  and  the  impra(5licability  of  carry- 
ing it  by  afTault,  was  fully  demonflrated. 
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No  fooner  was  tlie  city  taken,  and  the  1745. 
army  under  iheker,  than  the  weather,  which 
during  the  fiege,  excepting  eight  or  nine  ictlSrMs. 
days  after  the  firfl  landing,  had  been  re- 
markably dry  for  that  climate,  changed  for 
the  worfe  ;  and,  an  incefUmt  rain  of  ten 
days  fucceeded.  Had  this  happened  before 
the  furrender,  the  troops  who  had  then  be- 
gun to  be  (ickly,  and  had  none  but  very  thin 
tents,  mult  have  perifncd  in  great  numbers. 
Reinforcements  of  men,  ftores  and  provi- 
iions  arrived,*  and  it  was  determined  in  a 
Council  of  War  to  maintain  the  place  and 
repair  the  breaches.  A  total  demolition 
might  have  been  more  advantageous  to  the 
nation  ;  but  in  that  cafe,  individuals  would 
not  have  enjoyed  the  prof  t  of  drawing  bills  on 
the  navy  and  ordnance  eftabliHiments.  The 
French  flag  was  kept  flying  on  the  ramparts ; 
and  feveral  rich  prizes  were  decoyed  into  the 
harbour.  The  army  fappofed  that  they  had 
a  right  to  a  iliare  of  thefe  prizes  ;  but  means 
were  found  to  fupprefs  or  evade  their  claim ; 
nor  did  any  of  the  Colony  cruifers  (except 
one)  though  they  were  retained  in  the  fervice, 
under  the  direcflion  of  the  Commodore,  reap 
any  benefit  from  the  captures. 

The  news  of  this  important  vidlory  filled 
America  with  joy,  and  Europe  with  afloniili- 
ment.  The  enterprifing  fpirit  of  New-Eng- 
land gave  a  ferious  alarm  to  thofe  jealous 
fears,  which  had  long  predicfled  the  indepen- 
dence  of  the    Colonies.     Great  pains  were 

•  Of  the  reinforcements,  New-Hampfhire  fcnt  115  men.  The  lof^ 
which  the  Ncw-Hatnpfhire  troops  fufferei  was  but  eleven,  of  whom 
five  were  killed  and  fix  died  of  Cchi  cfa.  This  was  before  the  furren- 
der.    More  died  afttrwards  in  jjarrifon. 

Shirlej'?  iirtter  to  Wentworth,  from  Louilbourg,  Sept.  3. 
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1745.  taken  in  England  to  afcribe  all  the  glory  td 
the  navy,  and  lefTen  the  merit  of  the  army. 
However,  Pepperell  received  the  title  of  a 
Baronet,  as  well  as  Warren.  The  latter  was 
promoted  to  be  an  Admiral  ;  the  former  had 
a  commifTion  as  Colonel  in  the  Britiih  eflab- 
lifliment,  and  was  empowered  to  raife  a  regi- 
ment in  America,  to  be  in  the  pay  of  the  Crown. 
The  fame  emolument  was  given  to  Shirley, 
and  both  he  and  Wentworth  acquired  fo 
much  reputation  as  to  be  confirmed  in  their 
places.  Vaughan  went  to  England  to  feek  a 
reward  for  his  fervices,  and  there  died  of  the 
fmall-pox.    Solicitations  were  fet  on  foot  for 

Ms'kKers.  ^  parliamentary  reimburfement,  which,  after 
much  difficulty  and  delay,  was  obtained  ;  and 
the  Colonies  who  had  expended  their  fub- 
ftance  were  in  credit  at  the  Brltilh  treafury.* 
The  juftice  and  policy  of  this  meafure  mufl 
appear  to  every  one,  who  confiders,  that  ex- 
cepting the  fuppreffion  of  a  rebellion  within 
the  bowels  of  the  kingdom,  this  conqueft  was 
the  only  adlion  which  could  be  called  a  vic- 
tory, on  the  part  of  the  Britiih  nation,  during 
the  whole  French  war,  and  afforded  them  the 
means  of  purchaiing  a  peace. 

•  The  reimburfement  to  New-Hampfliire  was  Cxteen  thoufand,  three 
handced  and  fifty-five  pounds  fterliog. 

Thomlinfon's  MS,  letter. 
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CHAP.  XX. 

Projc^led  Expedition  to  Canada.      Alarm  hy  the  French  fleet* 
State  of  the  Frontiers.     Peace. 

W  HILST   the  expedition  to  Cape- 
Breton  was  in  hand,  the  adlive  mind  of  Gov- 
ernor Shirley  contemplated  nothing  lefs  than 
the  conquefl  of  all  the  French  dominions  in 
America ;  and  he  confulted  with   Governor 
Wentworth  and  Mr.  Atkinfon  on  the  pracfti- 
cability  of  fuch  a  defign.     After  Louiftourg 
was  taken,  he  made  a  vifit  thither,  and  held 
a  confultation  with  Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Sir         . 
William  Pepperell ;  and  from  that  place  wrote  ms  letters 
preffingly  to  the  Britiih  miniflry  on  the  fub- 
jedl.     His  folicitations,  enforced  by  the  bril- 
liant fuccefs  at  Lon  iibourg,  and  the  apparent 
danger   in  which   Nova-Scotia  and   the  new 
conquefl  were   involved,  had  fuch  an  efFedl,    -.  ^^^ 
that  in  the  ijpring  of  the  following  year,  a  cir- 
cular letter  was  fent  from  the  Duke  of  New-  -^p"^  ^• 
caflile,  Secretary  of  flate,  to  all  the  Governors 
of  the  American  colonies,  as  far  fouthward  as 
Virginia ;  requiring   them  to  raife  as   many 
men  as  they  could  fpare,  and  form  them  into 
companies  of  one  hundred  ;  to  be  ready  to  Dougiafs  l 
unite,  and  a(fl  according  to  the  orders  which  ^'^ 
they  fhould  afterwards    receive.     The  plan 
was,  that  a  fquadron  of  iliips  of  war,  and  a 
body  of  land  forces,  Ihould  be  fent  from  Eng- 
land againft  Canada  ;  that  the  troops    raifed 
in  New-England  fliould  join  the  Britifh  fleet 
and  army  at  Louilhourg,  and  proceed  up  the 
river  St,  Lawrence  j  that  thofe  of  New-York 
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1746.  and  the  other  Provinces  at  the  fouthward, 
ihould  be  colled:ed  at  Albany,  and  march  a- 
gainfl  Crown  Point  and  Montreal.  The 
management  of  this  expedition  was  commit- 
ted to  Sir  John  St.  Clair,  in  conjundlion  with 
Sir  Peter  Warren  and  Governor  Shirley.  St. 
Clair  did  not  come  to  America.  Warren  and 
Shirley  gave  the  orders,  while  Warren  was 
here  ;  and  afterward  Commodore  Knowlcs, 
who  fucceeded  him,  was  joined  with  Shirley ; 
but  as  Knowies  was  part  of  the  time  at  Louif- 
bourg,  moft  of  the  concern  devolved  on  Shir- 
ley alone. 

Befide  the  danger  of  lodng  Nova-Scotia 
and  Cape-Breton,  there  were  other  reafons  for 
undertaking  this  expedition.  The  Indians, 
fpS! '  inftigated  by  the  C-overnor  of  Canada,  were 
June  a8.  ravaging  the  frontiers,  deilroying  the  fields 
and  cattle,  burning  houfes  and  mills,  killing 
♦  and  carrying  away  the  inhabitants.  Though 
fcouts  and  garrifons  w^ere  maintained  by  the 
governments ;  yet  to  a6l  altogether  on  the 
defeniive,  was  thought  to  be  not  only  an  in- 
effe6lual,  but  a  difgraceful  mode  of  carrying 
on  the  w^ar  ;  efpecially  after  the  fuccefs  which 
had  attended  the  arms  of  the  Coloniils  in 
their  attempt  againft  Loiiifoourg.  The 
continuance  of  fuch  a  mode  of  defence,  would 
neither  difpirit  the  enemy,  nor  fecure  the 
frontiers  from  their  depredations. 

The  defign  was  pleafing,  and  the  Colonies 
readily  furnifhed  their  quotas  of  men.  In 
New-Hampfhire,  the  fame  difficulty  occurred 
as  on  occafion  of  the  Louifbourg  expedition. 
The  Governor  had  no  authority  to  confent 
Shirley"?  to  the  emifTion  of  bills  of  credit,  but  Shirley 
MaVjf'  removed  that  obftaclcj  by  fuggefling  to  him^ 
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that  as  the  miniflry  did  not  difapprove  what  174G. 
he  had  done  before,  fo  there  was  no  reafon  to 
fear  it  now  ;  and  that  the  importance  of  the 
fervice,  and  the  necelTity  of  the  cafe,  would 
juftify  his  condu<fl.  The  demand  at  firft, 
was  for  levy  money  and  vidlualing.  The 
arras  and  pay  of  the  troops  were  to  be  furn- 
ifhed  by  the  Grown  ;  but  it  was  afterward 
found  necellary  that  the  feveral  govern- 
ments fliould  provide  clothing,  tranfports 
and  (lores,  and  depend  on  a  reimburfemcnt 
from  the  Britilh  Parliament. 

The  Affembly  was  immediately  convened, 
and  voted  an  encouragement  for  inliiluig  a  J""' 
thoufand   men,   or  more,  if  they  could  be 
raifed  ;  with  a  bounty  of  thirty  pounds  cur- 
rency, and  a  blanket  to  each  man,  befides 
keeping  two  armed  vellels  in  pay.     Col.  At-  Atk-infon's 
kinfon  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  the  ^^^  ^^"*"* 
troops.  Eight  hundred  men  were  inlifted  and 
ready  for  embarkation  by  the  beginning  of 
July.    Tranfports  and  provifions  were  prepar- 
ed, and  the  men  waited,  impatiently,  all  fum- 
mer  for  employment.     Neither  the  General 
nor  any  orders  arrived  fi'om  England  ;  the 
fleet,  which  was  faid  to  be  dcllined  for  the 
expedition,  failed  feven  times  from  Spithead, 
and  as  often  returned.  Two  regiments,  only, 
were  fent  from  Gibraltar,  to  Louifoourg,  to 
relieve  the  New-England  men,  who  had  gar- 
rifoned  it  iince  the  conqueft.     It  is  much  ea- 
fier  to  write  the  hiflory  of  an  a6live  cam- 
paign, than  to  trace   the   caufes   of  inaction 
and    difappointment  ;  and  it  is   in  vain  to 
fupply  the  place  of  facts  by  conjecture.* 

*  '  The  laft  war  vas  ruinous  in  the  esi-ei-fe.  and  unfuccefsful  in  the 
*  end,  for  want  of  conCdcrat-on,  and  a  reifonablc  plan  at  the  begin* 
»  Ding.*  Dodd'ngton's  Diary,    May  a?,  XISS'     Pag^  gJO. 
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1746.         In  this  time  of  fufpenfe,  Sir  Peter  War-r 
ren,  and  Sir  William  Pepperell,  having  ar- 
rived at  Boflon,from  Loiiilbourg, Shirley  had 
an  opportunity  of  confulting  them,  and  fuch 
other  gentlemen  as  he  thought  proper,  on  the 
Shirley's     affair  of  the  Canada  expedition.     The   fea- 
^^imeri!  fon  was  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  fleet  could 
Aaguft  25.  hardly  be  expelled  from  England  ;  or  if  it 
iliould  arrive,  it  would  be  too  late  to  attempt 
the    navigation  of  the   river    St.  Lawrence. 
But,  as  a  fufficient  body  of  the  troops  might  be 
affembled  at  Albany,  it  was  judged  prudent 
to   employ   them  in  an  attempt   againft  the 
French  fort  at  Crown  Point.     At  the  fame 
time,  Clinton,  Governor  of  New- York,  foli- 
cited  and  obtained  the  friendly'  affidance    of 
the  Six  Nations  of  Indians,  on  the  borders  of 
his  Province.     It  was  thought,  that  if  this 
attempt  fliould  be  made,  the  alliance  with 
thefe  Indians  v/ould  be  flrengthened  and  fe- 
cured  ;  and  the  frontiers  would  be  relieved 
from  the  horrors  of  defolation  and  captivity, 
to  which  they  v/ere  continually  expofed.    In 
purfuance  of  this  plan,  the  forces  of  New- 
Ms  letter    Hampfhire  were  ordered  to  hold  themfelves 
rywTiiard.  in  readincfs,  to  march   to   Albany;  but,  it 
Sept.  I.      being    difcovered    that   the   fm all-pox    was 
there,  the  rendezvous  was  appointed  at  Sara- 
toga and  the  adjacent  villages. 

No  fooner  was  this  plan  refolved  on,  and 
preparations  made   to   carry  it    into   execu- 
tion, than  accounts  were  received  of  danger 
shuicy's     which  threatened  Annapolis,  from  a  body  of 
Mrie'te"''  French  and  Indians  at  Minas,  and  the  prob- 
sept.  1%.  '  able  revolt  of  the  Acadians.     It  was  thought 
that    Nova-Scotia    would    be    loft,  if   fome 
powerful  fuccour  were  not  fent  thither.    Or- 
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ders  were  accordingly  iflued,  for  the  troops    1746«. 
of    MafTachufetts,    Rhode-Iiland    and  New- 
Hampfhire,  to  embark  for  that  place,  and 
*  drive  the  enemy  out  of  Nova-Scotia.'     But,  , 

within  a  few  days  more,  the  whole  country 
was  alarmed,  and  thrown  into   the   utmoil  ^'"^ ' 
confternation,  by  reports  of  the  arrival  of  a 
large  fleet  and  army  from  France,  at  Nova- 
Scotia,   under   the   comma.nd    of  the   Duke 
D'Anvillc.     It  v/as  fuppofcd  that  their  objecSt 
was  to  recover  Louifbourg  ;  to   take  Anna- 
polis ;  to  break  up   the  fettlements   on  the 
eaftern  coafl  of  Maflachufetts  ;  and  to  dif- 
trefs,  if  not  attempt  the  conqueft  of  the  whole 
country  of  New-England.     On  this  occafion, 
the  troops  defdned  for  Canada  found  fufh- 
cient  employment  at  home,  and  the  militia 
was  colle6led  to  join  them  ;  the  old  forts  on 
the  fea  coail  were  repaired,    and  new  ones 
were  erec^led.     A  new  battery,  confiding  of 
fixteen  guns,  of  thirty-two  and  twenty-four 
pounds  fhot,  was  added  to  fort  William  and 
Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour; 
and  another,  of  nine   thirty-two   pounders, 
was  placed  at  the  point  of  Little  Harbour. 
Thefe  works  were  fuppofed  to   be  fufficient 
to  prevent  a  furprifal.     Military  guards  were 
appointed  ;  and  in  this  ilate  of  fear  and  anx- 
iety, the  people  were  kept  for  fix  weeks,  when 
fome  prisoners,  who  had  been  releafed  by  the  ofloberaj. 
French,  brought  the  mofl  afFeding  accounts 
of  the  diflrefs  and  confulion  on    board   the 
fieet.     It  was  expedled,  by  the  people  in  New- 
England,  that  an  Englifh  fleet  v^^ould  have 
followed  them  to  America.    This  expedation 
was  grounded  on  fome  letters  from  England, 
which  Shirley  had  received  and  which   he 
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1746.  forwarded  by  exprefs  to  Admiral  Townfend, 
at  Louifbourg.  The  letters  were  intercepted 
by  a  French  cruifer,  and  carried  into  Chebuc- 
to,  where  the  fleet  lay.  They  were  opened 
in  a  Council  of  War,  and  caufed  a  divifion 
among  the  officers  ;  which,  added  to  the 
fickly  condition  of  the  men,  and  the  dam- 
age which  the  fleet  had  fuftained  by  florms, 
and  their  lofs  by  fhipwrecks,  dejedled  their 
commander  to  that  degree,  that  he  put  an  end 
to  his  life  by  poifon  ;  and  the  fecond  in 
command  fell  on  his  fword.  Thefe  melan- 
choly events,  difconcerted  their  firft  plan. 
They  then  refolved  to  make  an  attempt  on 
Annapolis  ;  but  when  they  had  failed  from 
Chebudlo,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  violent 
tempeft,  off  Cape  Sable  ;  and  thofe  iliips 
which  efcaped  deftrudlion,  returned  fingly  to 
France.  Never  was  the  hand  of  divine  Prov- 
idence more  viiible,  than  on  this  occafion. 
Never  was  a  difappointment  more  fevere,  on 
the  fide  of  the  enemy  ;  nor  a  deliverance 
more  complete,  without  human  help,  in  fa- 
vor of  this  covmtry. 

Nova-Scotia  was  not  yet  out  of  danger. 
The  French  and  Indians,  who,  during  the 
ftay  of  the  fleet  at  Chebu(5lo,  had  appeared 
before  Amiapolis,  but  on  their  departure  re- 
tired, were  Hill  in  the  peninfuia  j  and  it 
was  thought  necefTary  to  diilodge  them. 
For  this  purpofe  Shirley  fent  a  body  of  the 
Maffachufetts  forces,  and  preffed  the  Gover- 
nors of  Rhode-Illand  and  New-Hampfhire  to 

Nav.  lo.  {Qiid  part  of  theirs.  Thofe  from  Rhode- 
Ifland,  and  one  tranfport  from  Bofton,  were 
wrecked  on  the  pafTage,  The  armed  vefTels 
of  New-HampHure,  with  two  hundred  xnen^ 
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went  to  Annapolis  ;  but  the  commander  of    174G, 
one  of  tliem,  inftead  of  landing    his   men, 
failed  acrofs  the  Bay  of  Funda,  into  St.  John's  dcc.  13, 
river  ;  where,  meetino;  with  a  French  fnow,  !*'';'^y'' 

/  '  o  'MS  letters 

and    miftaking  her  for  one  of  the  Rhode-  &  affidavit* 
Illand    tranfports,  he  imprudently  fent  his  ''^'^^  "''*'• 
boat  with   eight  men  on  board,  who  were 
made  prifoners,  and  the  fnow  el'caped.    The 
floop,  inftead  of  returning  to  Annapolis, came 
back  to  Portfmouth.     Thefe  misfortunes  and 
difappointments  had  very  ferious   ill  confe- 
quences.     The    MaiFachufetts    forces,    who    1747. 
were  at  Nova-Scotia,  being  inferior  in  num- 
ber to  the  French,  and  deceived  by  faJfe  in- 
telligence, were  furprifed  in  the  midft  of  a 
fnow  ftorm  at  Minas  ;  and  after  an  obftinate  , 
reliftance,  were  obliged  to  capitulate.   Their 
commander.   Col.  Arthur  Noble,   and  about  ^^'*''" 

.  Even*"' 

iixty  men,  were  killed,  and  fifty  were  wound-  Poti. 
ed.     The  enemy  being  provided  with  fnow- 
fhoes,  m?tde  forced  marches  ;  and  ours  being 
deftitute  of  them  were  imable  to  efcape. 

When  the  alarm  occaiioned  by  the  French 
fleet  had  fubiided,  Atkjnfon's  regiment- 
marched  into  the  country  to  cover  the  lower 
part  of  the  frontiers,  and  encamped  near  the 
fhore  of  Winipifeogee  lake  ;  v/here  they  pafF- 
ed  the  winter  and  built  a  flight  fort.  They 
were  plentifully  fupplied  with  provifions,  and  ^. 
had  but  little 'exercife  or  difcipline.  Courts 
martial  were  not  inftituted,  nor  offences 
puniflied.  The  officers  and  men  were  tired 
of  the  fervice  ;  but  were  not  permitted  to  en- 
ter on  any  other  bufinefs,  left  orders  flioulci 
arrive  from  England.  Some  w^erc  employed 
in  fcouting ;  fome  in  hunting  or  iiihing, 
and  fome  deierted. 
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1747.        Shirley  was  fo  intent  on  attacking  Crown 
Shirley's     Poii^t  that  he  even  propofed  to  march  thither 
MS  letters,  in  the  winter,  and  had  the  addrefs  to  draw  the 
AfTembly  of  MafTachufetts  into  an  approba- 
tion of  this  projedl.     He  enlarged  his  plan, 
by  propofing  that  the  New-Hamplhire  troops 
fhould  at  the   fame  time   go,  by  the  way  of 
Connedlicut  river,  to  the  Indian  village  of  S% 
Francis,  at  the  diflance  of  two  hundred  miles, 
and  deflroy  it  ;  while  the  troops  from  Maf- 
fachufetts, Connedlicut  and  New- York,  fliould 
go  by  the  way  of  the  Lakes  to  Crown  Point. 
The  Governor   of  New- York  would    have 
J  confented  to  this  wild  projection,  on  account 

.  of  the  Indian  allies,  who  were  impatient  for 
ivis  copy    vrar  ;  but  it  was  happily  fruflrated,  by  the 
tku^°"  Rel  prudence  of  the  Connecfticut  AfTembly  ;  who 
foives.       deemed  the  winter  an  improper  feafon  for  fo 
great  an  undertaking,  and  deferred  their  af- 
fiftance  till  the  enfuing  fpring.     At  the  fame 
time  the  fmall  pox  prevailed  in  the  lettlements 
aboveAlbany,  through  which  the  forces  mufl 
have    marched  ;    and   that    diflemper    was 
then  an  objedl  of  much  greater  dread,  than 
the    ftorms    of   winter,  or   the  face    of  an 
enemy. 

To  finifh  what  relates  to  the  Canada  forces, 
it  can  only  be  faid,  that  excepting  fome  who 
were  employed  on  the  frontiers,  they  were 
kept  in  a  (late  of  military  indolence,  till  the 
oet.  J 747.  autumn  of  the  enfuing  year ;  when  by  order 
from  the  Duke  of  Newcaflle  they  were  dif- 
banded,  and  paid  at  the  fame  rate  as  the 
King's  troops.  The  Governors  drew  bills  on 
the  Britiili  treafury  ;  which  were  ncgociated 
among  the  merchants  at  feven  and  eight  hun- 
^J3."ieuer3  tired  per  cent,  and  the  Parliament  granted 
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money,  to  reimburfe  the  charges  of  the  equip-    1747. 
ment  and  fubfiflence  of  thefe  forces. 

The  Hate  of  the  frontiers  now  demands  our 
attention.  By  the  exteniion  of  the  bounda-  1745.' 
ries  of  the  Province,  feveral  fettlements  which 
had  been  made  by  the  people  of  MalTachu- 
fetts,  and  under  the  authority  of  grants  from 
their  General  Court,  had  fallen  within  New- 
Hampfliire.  In  one  of  them  flood  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  on  the  weft  fide  of  Connedlicut  river, 
and  within  the  lately  extended  line  of  New- 
Ham  plliire.  This  fort  had  been  ere(5led  and 
maintained,  at  the  expenfe  of  Maffachufetts  ; 
but  when  it  was  found  to  be  within  New- 
Ham  plhire,  the  Governor  was  inftru^led  by 
the  Crown  to  recommend  to  the  AiTembly, 
the  future  maintenance  of  it.  In  the  fame 
Aifembly,  which  had  fo  zealcuily  entered 
upon  the  expedition  againft  Cape  Breton,  this 
matter  was  introduced  j  but  a  coniiderable  joiimai, 
majority  of  the  lower  Houfe  declined  mak~  ^^^  ^- 
ing  any  grant  for  this  purpofe,  and  adduced 
the  following  reafons,  viz.  That  the  fort 
was  fifty  miles  diftant  from  any  towns  which 
had  been  fettled  by  the  government  or  people 
of  New-Hampfisire  ;  that  the  people  had  no 
right  to  the  lands  which,  by  the  dividing  line, 
had  fallen  within  New-Hampfliire  ;  notwith- 
ftandiiig  the  plauiible  arguments  which  had 
been  ufed  to  induce  them  to  bear  the  expenfe 
of  the  line  ;  namely,  that  the  land  w^ould  be 
given  to  them  or  elfe  would  be  fold  to  pay 
that  expenfe  ;  that  the  charge  of  maintaining 
that  fort,  at  fo  great  a  diftance,  and  to  which 
there  was  no  communication  by  roads,  would 
exceed  what  had  been  the  whole  expenfe  of 
government  before  the  line  was  eftablifhed ; 


^p 
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1745.  that  the  great  load  of  debt  contra6ted  on  that 
account,  and  the  yearly  fupport  of  govern- 
ment, with  the  unavoidable  expenfes  of  the 
war,  were  as  much  as  the  people  could  bear  ; 
that  if  they  iliould  take  upon  them  to  main- 
tain this  fort,  there  was  another  much  better 
and  more  convenient  fort  at  a  place  called 
Number-four,  betides  feveral  other  fettle- 
ments,  which  they  fliould  alfo  be  obliged  to 
^  defend  ;  and  finally  that  there  v/as   no  dan- 

ger that  thefe^brts  would  want  fupport,  fince 
it  was  the  intereft  of  Maffachufetts,  by  whom 
they  v/ere  creeled,  to  maintain  them  as  a 
cover  to  their  frontier. 

When  thefe  reafons  were  given,  the  Gov- 
ernor diiTolved  the  Aflembly  and  called  an- 

*"  ^  *  other,  to  vv-hom  he  recommended  the  fame 
meafare  in  the  moft  preiTing  terms  ;  telling 
them,  *  that  it  was  of  the  lait  confequence  to 

*  the  prefent  and  future  profperity  of  the  gov- 

*  ernment ;  that  their  refufal  would  lefTen 
^  them  in  the  efleem  of  the  King  and  his  min- 
'  iflers,  and  (trip  the  children  yet  unborn  of 

*  their  natural  right ;  and  deprive  their  breth- 

*  ren  who  were  then  hazarding  their  lives 
'  before  the  wails  of  Louifbourg  of  their  jufl 

*  expectations,  which  were  to  fit  down  on  that 

*  valuable  part  of  the  Province.'  But  his  elo- 
quence had  no  efrc(fl:.  They  thought  it  un- 
juft  to  burden  their  Confiituents  with  an  ex- 
penfe  which  could  yield  them  no  profit,  and 
afford  them  no  protection. 

When  it  was  determined,  that  New-Hamp- 
Ihire  would  make  no  provifion  for  fort  Dum- 
mer,  the  Affembly  of  Maffachufetts  continu- 
ed its  ufual  fupport,  and  alfo  provided  for 
the  other  polls  on  Conne(5licut  river  and   its 
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brandies,  which  were  within  the  limits  of  1745. 
New-Hampfliire.  They  afterwards  petition- 
ed the  King,  to  dedu6l  that  charge  out  of  the 
reimburfement,  which  the  Parliament  had 
granted  to  New-Hampiliire,  for  the  Canada 
expedition  ;  but  in  this  they  were  defeated, 
by  the  vigilance  and  addrefs  of  Thomlinfon, 
the  agent  of  New-Hampihire. 

Moll:  of  the  frontier  towns  of  New- 
Hampiliire,  at  that  time,  were  diflinguifhed 
by  no  other  than  by  Indian  or  temporary 
names.  It  may  be  convenient  to  compare 
them  with  their  prefent  names.  On  Con- 
nediicut  river,  and  its  eaflern  branches,  were 
Number-four,        ~)  f  Charlellown, 

Great  Meadow,      J  j  Weftmoreland, 

Great  Fall,  [    "^^''^      Walpole, 

'  S.  are  com  >  t  > 

Fort  Dammer,        j    caiu    |  Hinfdale, 
Upper  Ainueiot&  |  [  Keene  and 

Lower  Aihuelot,   J  LSwanfey. 

On  Merrimack  river  and  its  branches,   were 


Penacook, 
Suncook, 
Contoocook, 
New-Hopkinton, 
Souhegan  eafl  & 
Souhcgan  weft,     J 


r  Concord, 
I  Pembroke, 
''^'''^  J  Bofcawen, 

re  now  <^  .  ' 

Hopkinton, 
Merrimack  and 
Amherfl. 


are 
called 


On  Pafcataqua  river,  and  its  branches,  were 
the  townibips  of  Nottingham,  Barrington 
and  Rochefler. 

Beiides  the  forts  which  were  maintained 
at  the  public  expenfe,  there  were  private 
houfes  enclofed  with  ramparts,  or  palifades 
of  timber  ;  to  v/hich  the  people  who  remain- 
ed on  the  frontiers  retired  ;  thefe  private 
garrifoned  houfes  were  diilinguillied  by  the 
names  of  the  ov^ners.     The  danger  to  which 
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1745.  thefe  diilrciled  people  were  conflantly  ex- 
pofed,  did  not  permit  them  to  cultivate  their 
lands  to  any  advantage.  They  were  fre- 
quently alarmed  when  at  labor  in  their  fields, 
and  obliged  either  to  repel  an  attack,  or  make 
a  retreat.  Their  crops  were  often  injured, 
and  fometimes  dellroyed,  either  by  their  cat- 
tle getting  into  the  fields  where  th^  enemy 
had  broken  the  fences,  or  becaufe  they  were 
afraid  to  venture  out,  to  colled:  and  fecure 
the  harveft.  Their  cattle  and  horfes  were 
frequi^ntly  killed  by  the  enemy  ;  who  cut 
the  ilclli  from  the  bones,  and  took  out  the 
tongues,  which  they  prefcrved  for  food,  by 
drying  in  fmoke.  Sometimes,  they  were 
afraid  even  to  milk  their  cows  ;  though  they 
kept  them  in  paflures  as  near  as  polhble  to 
the  forts.  When  they  went  abroad,  they 
were  always  armed  ;  but  frequently  they 
were  fhut  up  for  v/eeks  together  in  a  ftate  of 
inactivity. 

The  hiftory  of  a  war  on  the  frontiers  can 
be   little   elfe   than  a  recital  of  the   exploits, 
the  fufferings,  the  efcapes  and  deliverances  of 
individuals,  of  fingle  families  or  fmall  par- 
July  5.      ties.     The  firil  appearance  of  the  enemy  on 
Sl'oin'/  the  weftern  frontier  was  at  the  Gre^t  Mea- 
page  2.      (low,  fixteen    miles    above    fort    Dummer. 
1  wo  Indians  took  William  Phips,  as  he  was 
hoeing   his   corn.     When   they  had  carried 
him  half  a  mile,  one  of  them  went  down  a 
fleep  hill  to  fetch  fomething  which  had  been 
left.      In  his  abfence,  Phips,  with   his   own 
hoe,  knocked  down  the  Indian  who  was  with 
him  ;  then  feizing  his  gun,  fliot  the  other  as 
he  afcended  the  hill.     Unfortunately,  meet- 
ing witli  three  others  of  the  famQ  party, they 

/ 
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jellied  him.     The  Indian  whom  he  knocked    1745. 
down  died  of  his  wound.     The  fame  week  , ,   ^^^ 
they  killed  Jofiah  Fifher  of  upper  Ailiuelot. 

No  other  dama8:e  was  done  for  three 
months  ;  when  a  party  of  twelve  Indians  ap-  oaobem 
proached  the  fort  at  Great  Meadow,  and  ^^^,^ 
took  Nehemiah  How,  who  was  at  a  little  dil-  narrative, 
tance  from  the  fort,  cutting  wood.  The 
fort  was  alarmed,  and  one  Indian  was  killed 
by  a  (hot  from  the  rampart  ;  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  refcue  the  prifoner.  As  they 
were  leading  him  away,  by  the  lide  of  the 
river,  they  efpied  a  canoe  coming  down, with 
two  men,  at  whom  they  fired,  and  killed 
David  Rugg  ;  but  Robert  Baker  got  to  the 
oppofite  fliore  and  efcaped.  Proceeding  far- 
ther, they  met  three  other  men,  who,  by 
fkulking  under  the  bank,  got  fafe  to  the 
fort.  One  of  them  was  Caleb  How,  the 
prifoner's  fon.  When  they  came  oppofite 
to  Number-four,  they  made  their  captive 
write  his  name  on  a  piece  of  bark,  and  left 
it  there.  Having  travelled  feven  days  weft- 
ward,  they  came  to  a  lake,  where  they  found 
five  canoes,  w4th  corn,  pork  and  tobacco. 
In  thefe  canoes  they  embarked  ;  and  ha- 
ving ftuck  the  fcalp  of  David  Rugg  on  a 
pole,  proceeded  to  the  fort  at  Crown-Point  ; 
where  How  received  humane  treatment  from 
the  French.  He  was  then  carried  down  to 
Quebec,  where  he  died  in  prifon.  He  was 
a  ufeful  man,  greatly  lamented  by  his 
friends  and  fellow  captives. 

The  next  fpring,  a  party  of  Indians    ap-  ^'745^ 
peared  at  Number-four,    where    they    took 
John  Spafford,    Ifaac    Parker    and    Stephen  ^^^^, 
Farnfworth,    as  they  were  driving  a  team.  nicmo«s< 
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1746.  Their  cattle  were  found  dead,  with  their 
tongues  cut  out  The  men  were  carried  to 
Canada,  and,  after  fome  time,  returned  to 
Bofton,  in  a  flag  of  truce. 

Within  a  few  days,  a  large  party,  conflfl- 
ing  of  fifty,  laid  a  plan  to  fiirprife  the  tort,  at 
Upper  Alhuelot.  They  hid  themfelves  in  a 
fwamp,  in  the  evening  ;  intending  to  wait 
till  the  men  had  gone  out  to  their  work,  in 
the  morning,  and  then  ruih  in.  Ephraim 
Dorman,  who  was  abroad  very  early,  difcov- 


April  23 


n.cmoirs.&  cred  them  and  gave  the  alarm.     He  bravely 
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defended  himfelf  againft  two  Indians,  and 
dripped  one  of  his  blanket  and  gun,  which 
he  carried  into  the  fort.  John  Builard,  and 
the  wife  of  Daniel  Mc  Kenny  were  killed. 
Nathan  Blake  was  taken  and  carried  to  Cana- 
da, where  he  remained  two  years.  They 
burned  feveral  houfes  and  barns  ;  and  from 
the  human  bones  found  among  the  alhes,  it 
was  thought  thatfonie  of  the  enemy  fell  and 
were  concealed  in  the  flames. 

About  the  fame  time,  a  party  came  down 
to  New-Hopkinton,  where  they  entered  a  gar- 
April  »7.     rifoned  houfe,  and  found  the  people  aileep; 
the  door  having  been  left  open  by  one  who 
rn.ve.and'  had  rifeu  early  and  gone  out  to  hunt.    Eight 
N.rto./s     perlbns  were  thus  taken  :    Samuel  Burbank 
and  his  two    fons,    David    Woodwell,    his 
poft  noj,    wife,  two  fons,  and  a  daughter.     Burbank 
and  the  wife  of  Woodwell,  died  in  captivity. 
Woodwell  and  three  of  the  children  return- 
ed in  a  flag  of  truce  to  Bofton. 
^  The  enemy  were  fcattered  in  fmall  parties, 

on  all  the  frontiers.  At  Number-four.fome 
^  ,.  ,,  women  went  out  to  milk  their  cows,  with 
nairaiive,    Major  Jofiah  Willard,  and  feveral   foldiers. 
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{or  their  guard  :  Eight  Indians  who  were  1746. 
concealed  in  a  barn,  fired  on  them,  and  kill- 
ed Seth  Putnam  ;  as  they  were  fcalping  him, 
Willard  and  two  more  fired  on  them,  and 
mortally  wounded  two,  whom  their  compan- 
ions carried  ofF. 

At  Contoocook,  five  white  men  and  a  ne-  ^^ 
gro  were  fired  at.     Eliiha  Cook  and  the  ne-  i-'^non'sSc 
gro  were  killed.     Thomas  Jones  was  taken,  rauvJ.''''' 
and  died  in  Canada. 

At  lower  Afhuelot,  they  took  Timothy  j^^  ^ 
Brown  and  Robert  Moffiit,  who  were  car- 
ried to  Canada  and  returned.  At  the  fame 
time  a  party  lay  about  the  fort  at  Upper  Afh- 
uelot. As  one  of  them  knocked  at  the  gate 
in  the  night,  the  centinel  fired  through  the  ^alrative* 
gate  and  gave  him  a  mortal  wound. 

The  danger  thus  increafing,  a  reinforce-  ^^y  ^^ 
ment  was  fent  by  the  MalHichufetts  Aflem- 
bly,  to  thefe  diftrefled  towns.  Capt.  Paine, 
with  a  troop,  came  to  Ts umber-four  ;  and 
about  twenty  of  his  men,  going  to  view  the 
place  where  Putnam  was  killed,  fell  into  an 
ambufli.  The  enemy  rofe  and  fired,  and 
then  endeavored  to  cut  off  their  retreat. 
Gapt.  Phinehas  Stevens,  with  a  party,  rulhed 
out  to  their  relief:  A  iliirmilh  enfued  ;  in 
which  five  men  were  killed  on  each  fide,  and 
one  of  ours  was  taken.  The  Indians  left 
fome  of  their  guns  and  blankets  behind.         J^^c  19. 

In  about  a  month  after  this,  another  en- 
gagement   happened    at     the    fame     place. 
As  Capt.  Stevens  and  Capt.  Brown  were  going 
into  the  meadow,  to  look  for  their  horfes,  the  p,.,-^,,^-, 
dogs  difcovered  an    ambuili,  which  put  the  "<»'^ati^e. 
men  into  a  poflure  for  adion,  and  gave  them  Bnftor 
the  advantage  of  the  firft  fire.     After  a  (harp  ^^'« 
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1746-  encounter,  the  enemy  were  driven  into  a 
fwamp,  drawing  away  feveral  of  their  dead. 
In  this  adlion  one  man  only  was  loft.  Seve- 
ral blankets,  hatchets,  fpears,  guns  and  other 
things,  were  left  on  the  ground,  which  were 
fold  for  forty  pounds  old  tenor.  This  was 
reckoned  *  a  great  booty  from  fuch  beggarly 
*  enemies.' 

^m:e24.  j^^  Bridgmau's  fort,  near  fort  Dummer, 
William  Robins  and  James  Baker  were  kill- 
ed in  a  meadow.  Daniel  How  and  John 
Beeman  were  taken.  How  killed  one  of  the 
Indians  before  he  was  taken. 

y.y  3-  When  the  people  wanted  bread  they  were 

obliged  to  go  to  the  mills',  with  a  guard, 
every  place  being  full  of  danger.  A  party 
who  went  to  Hinfdale's  mill,  with  Colonel 
Willard  at  their  head,  in  fearching  round  the 
mill,  difcovered  an  ambulh.  The  enemy 
were  put  to  flight  with  the  lofs  of  their 
packs. 

Aug.  s-  At  Number-four,  one  Phillips  was  killed  ; 
and  as  fome  of  the  people  were  bringing 
him  into  the  fort,  they  were  fired  upon  ; 
but  none  were  hurt.  Having  burned  fome 
buildings,  and  killed  fome  cattle,  the  enemy 
went  and  ambufhed  the  road  near  Winchel- 

Aiig.  6.      ter,  where  they  killed  Jofeph  Rawfon. 

Whilft  the  upper  fettlements  were  thus  fuf- 
fering,  the  lower  towns  did  not  efcape.  A 
party   of  Indians   came  down  to  Rochefler, 

^unc  27.     within   twenty  miles  of  Portfmouth.      Five 

Haven  s  mcn  Were  at  work  in  a  field,  having  their 
arms  at  hand.  The  Indians  concealed  them- 
felves  ;  one  of  them  fired,  with  a  view  to  in- 
duce the  men  to  difcharge  their  pieces,  which 
they   did.       The  enemy  then  rufiied   upon 
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them  before  they  could  load  again.  They  1746v 
retreated  to  a  fmall  deferted  houfe  and  fas- 
tened the  door.  The  Indians  tore  off  the 
roof,  and  with  their  guns  and  tomahawks 
difpatched  Jofeph  Heard,  Jofeph  Richards, 
John  Wentworth  and  Gerfham  Downs.  They 
wounded  and  took  John  Richards  ;  and  then 
crafling  over  to  another  road,  came  upon 
fome  men  who  were  at  work  in  a  field,  all  of 
whom  efcaped  ;  but  they  took  Jonathan  Door, 
a  boy,  as  he  was  fitting  on  a  fence.  Richards 
was  kindly  ufed,his  wounds  were  healed,  and 
after  eighteen  months  he  was  fent  to  Boilon 
in  a  flag  of  truce.  Door  lived  with  the  Indians 
and  acquired  their  manners  and  habits  ;  but, 
after  the  conquefl  of  Canada,  returned  to  his 
native  place. 

Soon  after  this,  another  man  was  killed  at  ^^  ^ 
Rochefter.  Two  men  v/ere  furprifed  and 
taken  at  Contoocook ;  and  a  large  party  of 
Indians  lay  in  Ambufh  at  Penacook,  with  an 
intention  to  attack  the  people,  while  alTembled 
for  public  worfhip  ;  but  feeing  them  go  arm- 
ed to  their  devotions,  they  waited  till  the  next 
morning,  when  they  killed  five  and  took  two. 

In  thefe  irritating  Ikirmifhes  the  fummer 
was  fpent ;    till  a  large  body  of  French  and  ^"3-  ^rw 
Indians  attacked  Fort  Maflachufetts,  at  Hoo-  ,, 

'^  Norton  9 

fuck.     This  fort  was  loft  for  want  of  ammu-  naruuv^. 
nition  to   defend  it.     After   this  fuccefs,  the 
enemy  remained  quiet  during  the  reft  of  the 
fummer. 

The  profpecft  of  an  expedition  to  Canada 
had  induced  many  of  the  foldiers  vvdio  were 
pofted  on  the  frontiers  to  inlift  into  the  regi- 
ments, becaufe  they  preferred  adlive  fervice 
to  the  dull  routine  of  a  garrii'jn.      The*  de>- 
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1746.  fence  of  the  weftern  pods  was  not  only  haz- 
ardous, but  ineffectuai  ;  and  fome  perfons  in 
the  north-weflern  part  of  MalTachufetts 
thought  it  inexpedient,  to  be  at  the  charge  of 
defending  a  territory,  vv^hich  was  out  of  their 

November,  jurifdidlion.  Their  petitions  prevailed  with 
the  Aireaibly,  to  with(h-aw  their  troops  from 
the  weilern  parts  of  New-Hampiliire.  The 
inhabitants  were  then  obliged  to  quit  their 
eilates.  They  depolited  in  the  earth,  flich 
furniture  and  uteniils  as  could  be  faved  by 
that  means  ;  they  carried  off  on  horfeback 
fuch  as  were  portable  ;  and  the  remainder, 
with  their  buildings,  was  left  as  a  prey  to 
the  enemy,  who  came  and  deftroyed  or  car- 
ried away  what  they  pleafed.     Four  families. 

Sumner «  J    ^  ^         J     l  ,., 

&  oicott's  who  remained  in  Shattuck's  fort  (Hinfdale) 
■  ^""''  defended  it  againft  a  party  of  Indians,  who 
attempted  to  burn  it.  Six  men  only  were  left 
in  the  fort  at  Number-four,  who,  in  the  fol- 
lowing winter  deferted  it ;  and  it  was  wholly 
deilitute  for  two  months.  In  this  time  fome 
gentlemen,  who  underftood  the  true  interefl 
of  the  country,  prevailed  on  the  AfTembly  of 
Malllichufetts,  to  refame  the  protection  of 
thofe  deferted  places  ;  and  to  employ  a  fuffi- 
ciency  of  men,  not  only  to  garrifon  them,  but 
to  range  the  woods  and  watch   the  motions 

y^.^     of  the  enemy. 

In  the  latter  end  of  March,  Captain  Phine- 
has  Stevens,  who  commanded  a  ranging  com- 
pany of  thirty  men,  came  to  Number-four  ; 
and  finding  the  fort  entire,  determined  to 
keep  pofieffion  of  it.     He  had  not  been  there 

April  4  many  days,  when  he  was  attacked  by  a  very 
large  party  of  French  and  Indians,  command- 
ed by  M,  Debclin'^%    The  dogs,  by  their  bark- 
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ing,  difcoveted   that  the   enemy  were  near  ;     1747. 

which  caufed  the  gate  to  be  kept  Ihut,  beyond 

the  ufual  time.     One  man  went  out  to  make  u";!^!!! 

icurr  )  111 

difcovery  and  was  fired  on  ;  but  returned  ^*''^«"  ^• 
with  a  flight  wound  only.  The  enemy,  find-  Poft.  April 
ing'that  they  were  difcovered,  arofe  from  *^" 
their  concealment  and  fired  at  the  fort  on  all 
fides.  The  wind  being  high,  they  fet  fire  to 
the  fences  and  log-houfes,  till  the  fort  Was 
furfounded  by  flames.  Captain  Stevens 
took  the  mofl:  prudent  meafures  for  his  fe- 
curity  ;  keeping  every  veflel  full  of  water 
and  digging  trenches  under  the  walls  in  fev- 
eral  places  ;  fo  that  a  man  might  creep 
through,  and  extinguifli  any  fire, which  might 
catch  on  the  outfide  of  the  Walls.  The  fire 
of  the  fences  did  not  reach  the  fort ;  nor  did 
the  flaming  arrows  which  they  inceifantly 
fliot  againll  it  take  effedl.  Having  continued 
this  mode  of  attack  for  two  days,  accompa- 
nied with  hideous  fhouts  and  yells  ;  they 
prepared  a  wheel  carriage,  loaded  with  dry 
faggots,  to  be  puflied  before  them,  that  they 
might  {et  fire  to  the  fort,  before  they  pro- 
ceeded to  this  operation,  they  demanded  a 
cefllition  of  arms  till  the  fun-rifing,  which, 
was  granted.  In  the  morning  Debeline  came 
up  with  fifty  men,  and  a  flag  of  truce  which 
he  ftuck  in  the  ground.  He  demanded  a 
parley,  which  was  agreed  to.  A  French  offi- 
cer, with  a  foldier  and  an  Indian,  then  ad- 
vanced ;  and  propofed  that  the  garrifon 
fhould  bind  up  a  quantity  cf  provifions  with 
their  blankets,  and  having  laid  down  their 
arms  Ihould  be  conduded  prifoners  to  Mon- 
treal. Another  propofal  was  that  the  two 
commanders  fliould  meet,  and  that  an  anfwer 
A  A 
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.1747,  fliould  then  be  given.  Stevens  met  tKe 
French  commander,  who,  without  w^aiting 
for  an  anfwer,  began  to  enforce  his  propofal, 
by  threatening  to  ftorm  the  fort,  and  put 
every  man  to  death,  if  they  Ihould  refufe 
his  terms,  and  kill  one  of  his  men,  Ste- 
vens anfwered,  that  he  could  hearken  to  no 
terms  till  the  lail  extremity  ;  that  he  was. 
intruded  with  the  defence  of  the  fort,  and 
was  determined  to  maintain  it,  till  he  iliould 
be  convinced  that  the  Frenchman  could  per- 
form what  he  had  threatened.  He  added, 
that  it  was  poor  encouragement  to  furrender, 
if  they  were  all  to  be  put  to  the  fword  for 
killing  one  man,  when  it  was  probable  they 
had  already  killed  more.  The  Frenchman  re- 
plied, *Go  and  fee  if  your  men  dare  to  fight  any 
*  longer,  and  give  me  a  quick  anfwer.'  Ste- 
vens returned  and  alked  his  men,  vx^hether 
they  wovdd  fight  or  furrender.  They  unani- 
moully  determined  to  fight.  This  was  im- 
mediately made  known  to  the  enemy,  who 
renewed  their  fli outing  and  firing  all  that 
day  and  night.  On  the  morning  of  the  third 
day,  they  requefted  another  ceiTation  for 
two  hours.  Two  Indians  came  with  a  flag, 
and  propofed,  that  if  Stevens  would  fell  them 
provifions  they  would  withdraw.  He  anf- 
wered, that  to  fell  them  provifions  for  money 
was  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations  ;  but 
that  he  would  pay  them  five  bufhels  of  corn 
for  every  captive,  for  whom  they  would  give 
a  hoflage,  till  the  captive  could  be  brought 
from  Canada.  After  this  anfwer,  a  few  guns 
were  fired,  and  the  enemy  were  feen  no 
more. 

In    this    furious    attack   from  a  ftarving 
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enemy,  no  lives  were  loft  in  the  fort,  and  1747- 
two  men  only  were  wounded.  No  men  could 
have  behaved  with  m-ore  intrepidity  in  the 
niidft  of  fuch  threatening  danger.  An  ex- 
prefs  was  immediately  difpatched  to  Bofton, 
and  the  news  was  there  received  with  great 
joy.  Commodore  Sir  Charles  Knowles  was 
£o  highly  pleafed  with  the  condu6l  of  Capt. 
Stevens,  that  he  prefented  him  with  a  valu- 
able and  elegant  fvvord,  as  a  reward  for  his 
bravery.  From  this  circumftance,  the  town- 
fhip,  when  it  was  incorporated,  took  the 
name  of  Charleftown. . 

Small  parties  of  the  enemy  kept  hovering, 
and  fometimes  difcovered  themfelves.  Ser- 
geant Phelps  killed  one,  near  the  fort,  and 
efcaped  unhurt,  though  fired  upon  and  pur- 
fued  by  two  others. 

Other  parties  went  farther  down  the  coun- 
try ;  and  at  Rochefter,  they  ambulhed  a  com- 
pany who  were  at  work  in  a  field.  The  am-  J""^  7- 
buih  was  difcovered  by  three  lads,  John  and  MS.'iciter* 
George  Place,  and  Paul  Jennens.  The  In- 
dians fired  upon  them.  John  Place  returned 
the  fire  and  wounded  an  Indian.  Jennens 
prefented  his  gun  but  did  not  fire  ;  this  pre- 
vented the  enemy  from  rufliing  upon  them, 
till  the  men  from  the  field  came  to  their  re- 
lief and  put  the  Indians  to  flight. 

At  Penacook,  a  party  of  the   enemy   dif-juiyag. 
covered  them^felves  by  firing  at  fome  cattle.  ^^^^;" 
They   were  purfued  by  fifty  men  ;  and  re-  Poti. 
treated  with  fuch  precipitation,   as   to   leave 
their  packs  and  blankets,  with   other  things 
behind.     One  man  had  his  arm   broken  in 
this  confli(5l.     About  the  fame  time,  a  man 
was  killed  there,  who  had  juft  returned  from 
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1747.  Cape  Breton,  after  an  abfence  of  two  years. 
'    Another  was  killed  at  Suncook  ;  and  at  Not- 

Aasfkiur.  tingham,  Robert   Beard,  John   Folfom   and 
Elizabeth  Simpfon,  fuffered  the  fame  fate. 

In  the  autumn,  Major  Willard  and  Cap-? 
tain  Alexander,  wounded  and  took  a  French- 
man, near  Winchefler,  who  was  condudled 
to  Bofton  and  returned  to  Canada.  Soon 
after,  the  enemy  burned  Bridgman's  fort  ; 
(Hinfdale)  and  killed  feveral  perfons,  and 
took  others  from  that  place,  and  from  Num- 
ber-four, in  the  enfuing  winter.  No  purfuit 
could  be  made,  becaufe  the  garrifon  was  not 
provided  with  fnow-ilioes,  though  many 
hundreds  had  been  paid  for  by  the  Govern- 
ment, 

The    next    fpring.    Captain    Stevens    was 

1748.  again  appointed  to  command  at  Number- 
oicott's  four,  with  a  garrifon  of  an  hundred  men  ; 
MS.  letter.  Q^p^^   Humphrey   Hobbs    being    fecond   in 

command.  A  fcouting  party  of  eighteen, 
May  15.  was  fent  out  under  Capt.  Eleazer  Melvin. 
They  difcovered  two  canoes  in  Lake  Cham- 
plain,  at  which  they  fired.  The  fort  at 
narrative.  Crowu  Pomt  was  alarmed,  and  a  party  came 
out  to  intercept  them.  Melvin  crofled  their 
track,  and  came  back  to  Weft  River  ;  where 
as  his  men  were  diverting  themfelves  by 
fhooting  falmon,  the  Indians  fuddenly  came 
upon  them  and  killed  fix.  The  others  came 
in  at  different  times  to  Fort  Dummer. 

On  a  Sabbath  morning,  at  Rochefter,  the. 

May  r.      wife  of  Jouathau  Hodgdon  was  taken  by  the 

Indians,  as  fhe  was  going  to  milk  her  cows. 

HavenN      She    callcd  aloud  to  her  hufband.     The  In- 

Ms.  letter  ^j^j-jg  would  have  kept  her  quiet,  but  as  fhe 

perfifted  in  calling,  they  killed  lier,  appar- 
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ently  contrary  to  their  Intentions.  Her  huf-  1748. 
band  heard  her  cries,  and  came  to  her  afTift- 
ance,  at  the  inftant  of  her  death.  His  gun 
miiFed  fire,  and  he  efcaped.  The  alarm,  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  adion,  prevented  greater 
mifchief. 

The  next  month,  they  killed  three  men  be-  Jane  i6. 
longing  to  Hinfdale's  fort,     Nathan  French, 
Jofeph  Richardfon  and    John  Froft,     Seven 
were  taken  ;  one  of  whom,  William   Bick- 
ford,  died  of  his  wounds.     Capt.  Hobbs,  and  j„ng  ^^, 
forty  men,  being  on  a  fcout  near  Weft  River, 
were   furprifed  by   a  party  of  Indians,  with 
whom  they  had  a  fmart  encounter,  of  three 
hours  continuance.     Hobbs  left  the  ground, 
having  had  three  men  killed  and  four  wound- 
ed.    The    fame   party   of  the  enemy   killed  j^j^  ^^ 
two  men  and  took  nine,  between  fort  Hinf- 
dale  and  fort  Dummer. 

The  cellation  of  arms  between  the  belli-    1749. 
gerent  powers  did  not  wholly  put  a   Hop   to 
the   incuriions   of  the  enemy  ;  for  after    it 
was  known  here,  and  after  the  garrifon  of  j^^^^.,^ 
Number-four  was  withdrawn,  excepting  fif- 
teen men,  Obadiah  Sortwell  was  killed,  and  a  ^'s^lel'en, 
fon  of  Capt.  Stevens  was  taken    and   carried 
to   Canada  ;  but  he   was    releafed    and    re- 
turned. 

During  this  afFeding  fcene  of  devaflation 
and  captivity  ;  there  were  no  inftances  of  de- 
liberate murder  nor  torture  exercifed  on  thoie 
who  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Indians  ;  and 
even  the  old  cuftom  of  making  them  run  the 
gauntlet  was  in  mod  cafes  omitted.  On  the 
contrary  there  is  an  univerfal  teflimony  from 
the  captives  who  furvived  and  returned,  in 
favor   of   the    humanity    of   their    captors. 
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1749.  When  feeble, they  afTifled  them  in  travelling  ; 
and  in  cafes  of  diftrefs  from  want  of  provi- 
fion,  they  Ihared  with  them  an  equal  propor- 
tion. A  lingular  inftance  of  moderation 
deferves  remembrance.  An  Indian  had 
furprifed  a  man  at  Afhuelot  ;  the  man 
afked  for  quarter,  and  it  was  granted  : 
Whilfl:  the  Indian  was  preparing  to  bind  him, 
he  feized  the  Indian's  gun,  and  Iliot  him  in 
one  arm.  The  Indian,  however,  fecured 
him  ;  but  took  no  other  revenge  than,  with 
a  kick,  to  fay  'You  dog,  how  could  you  treat 
*me  fo  ?'  The  gentleman  from  whom  this 
information  came,  has  frequently  heard  the 
ftory  both  from  the  captive  and  the  captor. 
The  latter  related  it  as  an  inftance  of  Englifh 

M^^ietter.  pcrfidy  ;  the  former   of  Indian   lenity. 

There  was  a  ftriking  difference  between  the 
manner  in  which  this  war  was  managed,  on 
the  part  of  the  Englilh  and  on  the  part  of 
the  French.  The  latter  kept  out  fmall  par- 
ties continually  engaged  in  killing,  fcalping 
and  taking  prifoners  ;  who  were  fold  in  Can- 
ada and  redeemed  by  their  friends,  at  a  great 
expenfe.  By  this  mode  of  conduct,  the  French 
made  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  charge  of 
their  predatory  excurfions,  befides  reaping  a 
handfome  profit  to  themfelves.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  Englifli  attended  only  to  the 
defence  of  the  frontiers  ;  and  that  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  leave  them  for  the  moft  part 
infecure.  No  parties  were  fent  to  harrafs 
the  fettlements  of  the  French.  If  the  whole 
country  of  Canada  could  not  be  fubdued, 
nothing  lefs  could  be  attempted.  Men  were 
continually  kept  in  pay,  and  in  expedlation 
of  fervice  ;  but  fpent   their   time  either   in 
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garrifons,  or   camps,  or  in   guarding  provi-    1749. 
Sons  when  fent  to  the  feveral  forts.  Though 
large  rewards   were  promifed  for  fcalps  and 
prifoners^  fcarcely  any  were  obtained  unlefs 
by  accident.     A  confulion  of  councils,  and  a 
multiplicity    of    directors,  caufed  frequent 
changes  of  meafures,  and  delays  in    the  exe- 
cution of  them.     The  forts  were  ill  fupplied 
with  ammunition,    provifions,   clothing  and    j>j47^ 
fnow-fhoes.       When  an   alarm  happened,  it 
was  necelfary,  either  to  bake  bread,  or  drefs 
meat,  or  cail  bullets,  before  a    purfuit  could 
be  made.     The  French  gave  com  millions  ta 
none  but  thofe  who  had  dillinguifhed  them- 
felves  by  fome  exploit.      Among  us,  perfons 
frequently  obtained    preferment,   for  them- 
felves  or  their  friends,  by  making  their  court 
to  Governors,  and  promoting  favorite  meaf- 
ures in  town  meetings,    or  General   Aflem- 
blies. 

A  community  recovering  from  a  war,  like 
an  individual  recovering  from  ficknefs,  is 
fometimes  in  danger  of  a  relapfe.  This  war 
was  not  decifive,  and  the  caufes  v*rhich  kin- 
dled it  were  not  removed.  One  of  its  effec^ts 
was,  that  it  produced  a  clafs  of  men,  who,  hav- 
ing been  for  a  time  releafed  from  laborious 
occupations,  and  devoted  to  the  parade  of  mili- 
tary life,  did  not  readily  liften  to  the  calls  of 
induflry.  To  fuch  men  peace  was  burden- 
fome,  and  the  more  fo,  becaufe  they  had  not 
the  advantage  of  half  pay.  The  interval  be- 
tween this  and  the  fucceeding  war  was  not 
long.  The  peace  took  place  in  1749,  and  in 
1 754  there  was  a  call  to  refume  the  fword. 
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CHAP.  XXI. 


Purchaje  of  Mafon's  claim-  Controverjy  about  Reprefentai'ton- 
Plan  of  e^ctcnding  the  fetllevients.  'Jealoiijy  and  refentmrnt  of 
the  favages. 

VV  HILST  the  people  were  contend- 
ing -with  an  enemy  abroad,  an  attempt  was 
making  at  home,  to  revive  the  old  claim  of 
Mafon,  which  their  fathers  had  withllood, 
and  which  for  many  years  had  lain  dormant, 
till  recalled  to  view  by  the  politicians  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  as  already  related.  After  Thom- 
linfon  had  engaged  with  Mafon,  for  the  pur- 
chafe  of  his  title,  nothing  more  was  heard  of 
it,  till  the  controverfy  refpedling  the  lines 
was  finillied,  and   Wentworth  was  eftablifh- 

1744.  ed  in  the  feat  of  government,  and  in  the  of- 
fice of  furveyor  of  the  Woods.  The  agree- 
ment which  Thomlinfon  had  made,  was  in 
behalf  of  the  Reprefentatives  of  New-Ham p- 
fliire  ;  and  the  inftrument  was  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor,  who  fent  it  to  the- 
Houfe   for  their  perufal  and   confideration. 

Affcmbiy  -^^  ^^y  ^^  their  table  a  long  time,  without  any 
Records,  formal  notice.  Quickening  melTages  were  fent 
time  after  time  ;  but  the  affairs  of  the  war, 
and  Mafon's  abfence  at  fea,  and  in  the  expe- 
dition to  Louifbourg,  where  he  had  a  com- 
pany, together  with  a  difinclination  in  the 
Houfe,  which  was  of  a  different  complexion 
from  that  in  1739,  prevented  any  thing  from 
being  done. 

1745.  Iri  the  mean  time  Mafon  fufFered  a  fine  and 
recovery,  by  which  the  entail  was  docked,  in 
the  Courts  of  New-Hampfliire,andhe  became 


Febi  %%' 
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entitled  to  the  privilege  of  felling  his  intcrefl.  1745. 
He  alfo  prefented  a  memorial  to  the  Alfem- 
bly,  in  which  he  told  them  that  he  would 
Wait  no  longer  ;  and  unlefs  they  would  come  1746. 
to  fome  refolution,  he  ihould  take  their  fi- 
lence  as  a  refiifal.  Intimations  were  given, 
that  if  they  would  not  ratify  the  agreement, 
a  fale  would  be  made  to  other  perfons,  who 
ftood  ready  to  purchafe.  At  length  the 
Houfe  came  to  a  refolution,  '  that  they  would 

*  comply  with  the  agreement,   and   pay  the  jan.  29. 

*  price  ;  and  that  the  wade  lands  fliould  be 
'  granted  by  the  General  jiffcmhJy^  to  the  in- 
'  habitants,  as  they  fliould  think  proper.* 
A  committee  was  appointed  to  treat  with 
Mafon,  about  fulfilling  his  agreement,  and 
to  draw  the  proper  inftruments  of  convey- 
ance ;  but  he  had  on  the  fame  day,  by  deed  jan.  30. 
of  fale,  for  the  fum  of  fifteen  hundred 
pounds  currency,  conveyed  his  whole  interefl 

to  twelve  perfons,  in  fifteen  fliares.  When 
the  Houfe  lent  a  meifage  to  the  Council  to 
inform  them  of  this  refolution,  the  Council 
objecfled  to  that  claufe  of  the  refolve,  '  that 

*  the  lands  be  granted  by  the  General  Af- 
'  fembly,'  as  contrary  to  the  royal  com- 
milTion  and  inflru(5lions  ;  but  if  the  Houfe 
would  addrefs  the  King,  for  leave  to  difpofe 
of  the  lands,  they  faid  that  they  were  con- 
tent. 

Thefe  tranfadlions  raifed  a  great  ferment 
among  the  people.  Angry  and  menacing 
words  were  plentifully  thrown  out  againlt 
the  purchafers  ;  but  they  had  prudently  ta- 
ken care  to  file  in  the  Recorder's  ofhce  a  deed 
of  quit-claim  to  all  the  tov/ns  v,^hich  had 
been  fettled  and  granted  within  the  limits  of 
B  B 
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1746.    tlieir   purchafe.*     In  this   quit-claim,   tliey 
„     ^    ,  inferted    a  claufe  in    the  following   words. 

Records  of  .  i  /-        •  r       n." 

deeds.        «  exceptmg    and    reierving    our    relpeLiive 

*  rights,  titles,    inheritance   and   poffelTions, 

*  w^hich   we   heretofore  had,  in  common  or 

*  feveralty,  as  inhabitants   or  proprietors  of 

*  houfes  or  lands,  within   any  of  the  towns, 

*  precinds,  diflricfls  or  villages  aforefaid.' 
This  precaution  hiid  not  at  iirtl  its  efFed.  A 
committee  of  both  Houfes  w^as  appointed  to 
confider  the  matter,  and  they  reported,  that 
'  for  quieting  the  minds  of  the  people,  and 
'  to  prevent  future  difficulty,  it  w^ould  be  belt 
'  for  the  Province  to  purchafe  the  claim,  for 

RfcoTdlf  '  ^^^^  ^^^^  '^^^^  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  ; 
'  provided  that  the  purchafers  would  fell  it 
'  for  the  coil  and  charges.'  This  report  v/as 
accepted,  concurred  and  confented  to,  by 
every  branch  of  the  legiilature.  A  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confult  Council, and 
agree  on  proper  inftruments  of  conveyance. 
The  fame  day,  this  committee  met  with  the 
purchafers,  and  conferred  on  the  queflion, 
whether  they  would  fell  on  the  terms  propo- 
fed  ?  At  the  conference,  the  purchafers  ap- 
peared to  be  divided,  and  agreed  fo  far  only, 
as  to  withdraw  their  deed  from  the  Recorder's 

*  The  po'-thafrrs  ©f  this  claim  were 

Theodore  Atkinfon.  thrte  fifteenths.  Thomas  Packer. 

M.  H.  Went  worth,  two  filtectiths.  Thomas  Waliingford. 

Richard   Wibird.  Jotham  Odiorne. 

John  Wrntwonh  (fon  of  the  Governor.)  Jofhua  Peirce. 

George  Jeffrey.  John  McfT^t,    one    fif 

Samuel  Voorc.  teenth  each. 
Nathaniel  Meff?rve. 

The  towna  quit  claimed  vfere^ 

Portfniouth,                      Londonclerr)'^  Bow, 

Dover^                                Chefter,  Chichefter, 

Ixeter,                                Nottingbam,  Epfom, 

HamproD,                           Barrington,  Barnftead, 

Gofport,                              Rochefter,  and  afterward 

KingftoD,                        Canterbury,  Gilraantown, 


o\agufl.  4. 
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ollice.     The  committee  reported  that  they    1746. 
could  make  no  terms   with  the  purchafers  ;  ^"s-  ^^' 
in  confequence  of  vfhich  the  deed  was  again  Aug.  28. 
lodged  in  the  office  and  recorded. 

Much  blame  was  cafh  on  the  purchafers, 
for  clandellinely  taking  a  bargain  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  Alfembly.  They  faid  in  their 
vindication,  '  that  they  faw  no  profpedl  of 
an  effedlual  purchafe  by  the  Affembly,  ms  letter, 
though  thofe  of  them  who  were  members,  lary^officf. 
voted  for  it,  and  did  what  they  could  to 
encourage  it  ;  that  they  would  have  gladly 
given  Mafon  as  much  m.oney,  for  his  private 
quit-claim  to  their  feveral  rights  in  the 
townfhips  already  granted  and  fettled  ; 
that  Mafon's  claim  had  for  many  years 
hung  over  the  Province,  and  that  on  every 
turn  they  had  been  threatened  with  a  pro- 
prietor ;  that  Mafon's  deed  to  a  committee 
of  Mallachufetts,  in  behalf  of  that  Province, 
for  a  tra6l  of  land  adjoining  the  boundary 
line,  had  been  entered  on  the  records,  and 
a  title  under  it  fet  up,  in  oppoiition  to  grants 
made  by  the  Governor  and  Council  3  that 
it  was  impoilible  to  fay  where  this  evil 
would  Hop,  and  therefore  they  thought  it 
mod  prudent  to  prevent  any  farther  efFe(5ls 
of  it,  by  taking  up  with  his  offer,  efpecial- 
ly  as  they  knew  that  he  might  have  made  a 
more  advantageous  bargain,  with  a  gen- 
tleman of  fortune  in  the  neighbouring 
Province  ;  but  that  they  were  ftill  willing, 
to  fell  their  interefl  to  the  AlTembly,  for  the 
coft  and  charges  ;  provided  that  the  land  be 
granted  by  the  Governor  and  Council ;  and  that 
the  agreement  be  made  within  one  month 
from  the  date  of  their  letter.' 
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1746.  Within  that  month,  the  alarm  caufecl  by 
the  approach  of  D'Anville's  fleet,  put  a  flop 
to  the  negotiation.  After  that  danger  was 
over,  the  affair  was  revived  ;  but  the  grand 
difficulty  fiibfifled.  The  purchafers  would 
not  fell,  but  on  condition  thikt  the  lands 
fhould  be  granted,  by  the  Governor  and 
Council.  The  Aflembly  thought  that  they 
could  have  no  fecurity  that  the  land  would  be 
granted  to  the  people  ;  becaufe  the  Gover- 

^  ^ .  ^     nor  and  Council  might  grant  it  to  themfelves, 
*     or  to  their  dependents,  or  to  ftrangers,  and 

Aug,  ao.  the  people  who  had  paid  for  it  might  be  ex- 
cluded from  the  benefit  which  they  had  pur- 
chafed.  A  propofal  was  afterward  made, 
that  the  fale  fhould  be  to  feoffees  in  truft  for 
the  people  ;  and  a  form  of  a  deed  for  this 
purpofe  was  drawn.  To  this  propofal,  the 
purchafers  raifed  feveral  objecSlions  ;  and  as 
the  Alfembly  had  not  voted  any  money  to 
make  the  purchafe,  they  declined  figning  the 
deed  ;  and  no  farther  efforts  being  made  by 
the  Affembly,  the  purchafe  refted  in  the 
hands  of  the  proprietors.  In  1749  they  took 
a  fecond  deed,  comprehending  all  the  Ma- 
fonian    grants,  from   Naumkeag  to  Pafcata- 

Ricordsof  q^^jj^  .  whereas  the  former  deed  was  confined 
to  the  lately  ellabliflied  boundaries  of  New- 
Hamplhire.  This  latter  deed  was  not  re- 
corded till   1753. 

After  they  had  taken  their  firft  deed,  the 

1  /48.  Mafonians  began  to  grant  townfliips,  and 
continued  granting  them  to  petitioners,  often 
without  fees,  and  always  without  quit-rents. 
They  quieted  the  proprietors  of  the  towns, 
on  the  weflern  fide  of  the  Merrimack,  which 
had  been  granted  by  Maffachufetts,  before 
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the  eflablifliment  of  the  line  ;  fo  that  they  1748. 
went  on  peaceably  with  their  fettlements. 
The  terms  of  their  grants  were,  that  the 
grantees  fhould,  within  a  limited  time,  eredl 
mills  and  meeting-houfes,  clear  out  roads  and 
fettle  minifters.  In  every  townfhip,  they  re- 
ferved  one  right  for  the  firll  fettled  minifler, 
another  for  a  parfonage,  and  a  third  for  a 
fchool.  They  alfo  referved  fifteen  rights  for 
themfelves,  and  two  for  their  attorneys  ;  all 
of  which  were  to  be  free  from  taxes,  till  fold 
or  occupied.  By  virtue  of  thefe  grants,  ma- 
ny townfhips  were  fettled,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  people  became  fo  united  with  that  of  the 
proprietors,  that  the  prejudice  againft  them 
gradually  abated  ;  and,  at  length,  even  fome 
who  had  been  the  moft  violent  oppofers,  ac- 
quiefced  in  the  fafety  and  policy  of  their 
meafures,  though  they  could  not  concede  to 
the  validity  of  their  claim.  . 

The  heirs  of  Allen,  menaced  them  by  ad- 
vertifements,  and  warned  the  people  againft 
accepting  their  grants.  They  depended  on 
the  recognition  of  Allen's  purchafe,  in  the 
Charter  of  MafTachufetts,  as  an  argument  in 
favor  of  its  validity  ;  and  fuppofed,  that  be- 
caufe  the  ableft  lawyers  in  the  kingdom  were 
confulted,  and  employed  in  framing  that 
charter,  they  mull:  have  had  evidence  of  the 
juftice  of  his  pretenlions,  before  fuch  a  re- 
fervation  could  have  been  introduced  into  it. 
So  ftrong  vs^as  the  imprelTion,  which  this  ar-  jvis  ktter. 
gument  had  made,  on  the  minds  of  fpecula-  ^/ j^J^"""" 
tors  in  England,  that  large  fums  had  been 
offered,  to  fome  of  Allen's  heirs,  in  that 
kingdom  ;  and,  Thomlinfon  himfelf,  the  iiril 
mover  of  the  purchafe  from  Mafon,  in  be- 
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1*748.  half  of  New-Hampfliire,  had  his  doubts  ; 
and  would  have  perfuaded  the  alTociates  to 
join  in  buying  Allen's  title  alfo,  even  at  the 
price  of  two  thoufand  pounds  flerling,  to 
prevent  a  more  expenfive  litigation,  the  ilTue 
of  which  would  be  uncertain.  But  they, 
being  vefled  with  the  principal  ofRces  of  gov- 
ernment ;  being  men  of  large  property,  which 
was  alfo  increafed  by  this  purchafe  ;  and  ha- 
ving fatisfied  themfelves,  of  the  validity  ot 
their  title,  by  the  opinions  of  fome  principal 
lawyers,  both  here  and  in  England,  contented 
themfelves  with  the  purchafe  which  they  had 
made ;  and  by  maintaining  their  poflefhon, 
extended  the  cultivation  of  the  country 
within  their  limits. 

The  words  of  the  original  grants  to   Ma- 
fon,  defcribe   an  extent  of  iixty  miles,  from 
the  fea,  on  each  fide  of  the  Province,  and  a 
line  to  crofs  over  from  the  end  of  one  line  of 
fixty  miles,  to  the  end  of  the   other.     The 
Mafonian  proprietors  pleaded,  that  this  crofs 
line  fliould  be  a  ciirve^  becaufe,  no  other  line 
VN^ould  preferve  the  diftance  of  fixty  miles 
from  the  fea,  in  every  part  of  their  weftern 
boundary.     No  perfon  had  any  right  to  con- 
teil  this  point  with  them,  but  the  King,     It 
was  not  for  the  intereft  of  his  Governor  and 
Council  to  objed  ;  becaufe  feveral  of  them, 
and  of  their  connedlions,  were  of  the   Ma- 
fonian   propriety  ;  and    no    objedion    was 
made  by  any  other  perfons,  in  behalf  of  the 
Crown.     Surveyors  were  employed,  at  feve- 
ral times,  to  mark  this   curve  line  ;  but  on 
running,  firfl  from  the   fouthern,    and  then 
from  the  eaftern  boundary,   to  the  river  Pe- 
migewaffet,  they  could  not  make  the   lines 
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meet.  Controverfies  were  thus  engendered,  1748> 
between  the  grantees  of  Crown  lands  and 
thofe  of  the  Mafonians,  which  fubfifted  for 
many  years.  In  fonie  cafes,  the  dlfputes 
were  compromifed,  and  in  others,  left  open 
for  litigation ;  till,  by  the  revolution,  the 
government  fell  into  other  hands. 

This  was  not  the  only  controverfy,  which, 
till  that  period,  remained  undetermined. 
When  the  extenfion  of  the  boundary  lines 
gave  birth  to  a  demand,  for  the  maintenance 
effort  Dummer,   the   Governor  had  the  ad-  ^"^^^ 

.  I'll         lournal, 

drefs,  to  call  to  that  Aliembly,  mto  which  he  Jan.  1744^ 
introduced  this  demand,  fix  new  members  ; 
who  appeared  as  reprefentatives  for  fix  towns 
and  diflri(5ls,  fome  of  which  had  been,  by  the 
Ibuthern  line,  cut  off  from  Mallachufetts. 
It  was  fuppofed  that  his  defign,  in  calling 
thefe  members,  was  to  facilitate  the  adop- 
tion of  fort  Dummer.  Other  towns,  which 
ought  to  have  had  the  fame  privilege  extend- 
ed to  them,  were  negledled.  When  the  new 
members  appeared  in  the  Houfe,  the  Secreta- 
ry, by  the  Governor's  order,  adminiftered  to 
them  the  ufual  oaths ;  after  which,  they  were 
afked,  in  the  name  of  the  Houfe,  by  what 
authority  they  came  thither  ?  They  aniwered, 
that  they  were  chofen  by  virtue  of  a  writ,  in 
the  King's  name,  delivered  to  their  refpec- 
tive  towns  and  diftridls,  by  the  Sheriff.  The 
Houfe  remonftrated  to  the  Governor,  that 
thefe  places  had  no  right,  by  law,  nor  by  cuf- 
tom,  to  fend  perfons  to  reprefent  them,  and 
then  debarred  them  from  the  privilege  of 
voting,  in  the  choice  of  a  Speaker  ;  two  only 
dilfenting,  out  of  nineteen.  Several  fharp 
mefTages  palled,  between  the  Governor  and 
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1748.  the  Houle,  on  that  occalion  ;  but  the  prefl- 
ing  exigencies  of  the  war,  and  the  propofed 
expedition  to  Cape-Breton,  obliged  him,  for 
that  time,  to  give  way,  and  fuirer  his  new 
members  to  be  excluded,  till  the  King's 
pleafure  could  be  known. 

The  Houfe  vindicated  their  proceedings, 
by  appealing  to  their  records  ;  from  which  it 
appeared,  that  all  the  additions,  which  had 
been  made  to  the  Houie  of  Reprefentatives, 
were,  in  confequence  of  their  own  votes,  ei- 
ther ifTuing  a  precept  themfelves,  or  requelt- 
ing  the  Governor  to  do  it ;  from  which  they 
argued,  that  no  town,  or  parifli,  ought  to  have 
any  writ,  for  the  choice  of  a  Reprefentative, 
but  by  a  vote  of  the  Houfe,  or  by  an  adl  of 
the  AiTembly.  On  the  other  fide,  it  was  al- 
leged, that  the  right  of  fending  Reprefenta- 
tives was  originally  founded  on  the  royal 
commiffion  and  inftrudions,  and  therefore, 
that  the  privilege  might,  by  the  fame  author- 
ity, be  lawfully  extended  to  the  new  towns, 
as  the  King,  or  his  Governor,  by  advice  of 
Council,  might  think  proper.  The  prece- 
dents on  both  fides  were  undifputed  ;  but 
neither  party  would  admit  the  conclufion 
drawn  by  the  other.  Had  this  difficulty  been 
forefeen,  it  might  have  been  prevented  when 
the  triennial  acft  was  made  in  1727.  The 
defeds  of  that  law,  began  now  to  be  fevere- 
ly  felt ;  but  could  not  be  remedied. 

The  difpute  having  thus  fubfided,  was  not 

revived  during  the  war  ;  but  as   foon  as  the 

peace  was   made,  and  the   King  had  gone  on 

Dougiafs    a  vilit  to  his  German  dominions,  an  addition- 

'  ■  ^^'      al  inflrudlion  was  fent  from  the  Lords  Jufti- 

ces,  who  prefided  in  the  King's  abfence,  di- 
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recfllng  the  Governor  to  difTolve  the  Aflem-  1748. 
bly  then  fubfifting;  and  when  another  iliould  ,^ 
be  called,  to  iffae  the  King's  writ  to  the  Sher- 
iff, commanding  him  to  make  out  precepts 
to  the  towns  and  diftricfts,  whofe  Reprefen- 
tatives  had  been  before  excluded  ;  and  that 
when  they  fliould  be  chofen,  the  Governor 
fliould  fupport  their  rights. 

Had  this  inftrucftion  extended  to  all  the 
other  towns  in  the  Province,  which  had  not 
been  before  reprefented,  it  might  have  been 
deemed  equitable  ;  but  as  it  refpefted  thofe 
only,  which  had  been  the  fubjedl  of  contro- 
verfy,  it  appeared  to  be  grounded  on  partial 
information,  and  intended  to  flrengthen  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  without  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  privileges  of  the  people  at  large. 

The  party  in  oppofition  to  the  Governor    1749. 
became  more  acrimonious  than  ever.     Rich-  . 

January  <^, 

ard  Waldron,  the  former  Secretary,  and  the 
confidential  friend  of  Belcher,  appeared  in 
the  new  AiTembly  and  was  chofen  Speaker. 
The  Governor  negatived  him  ;  and  ordered 
the  Houfe  to  admit  the  new  members,  and 
choofe  another  fpeaker.  They  denied  his 
power  of  negativing  their  Speaker  and  of  in- 
troducing new  members.  The  flyle  of  his 
meffages  was  peremptory  and  fevere ;  their 
anfwers  and  remonib'ances  were  calm,  but 
refolute,  and  in  fome  inftances  fatyrical. 
Neither  party  would  yield  ;  no  buhnefs  was 
tranfacfted  ;  though  the  affembly  met  about 
once  in  a  month,  and  was  kept  alive,  by  ad- 
journments and  prorogations,  for  three  years. 
Had  he  diifolved  them,  before  the  time  for 
which  they  were  chofan  had  expired,  he 
knew,  that  in  all  probability,  the  fame  per- 
fons  would  be  re-ele<5led. 
Cc 
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1749.  The  effe^l  of  this  controverfy  was  inju- 
rious to  the  Governor,  as  well  as  to  the  peo- 
ple. The  public  bills  of  credit  had  depre- 
ciated fince  this  adminiftration  began,  in  the 
ratio  of  thirty  to  fifty-fix  ;  and  the  value  of 
the  Governor's  falary  had  declined  in  the 
fame  proportion.  The  excife  could  neither 
be  farmed  nor  colledled  ;  and  that  part  of 
the  Governor's  falary,  which  was  funded 
upon  it,  failed.  The  Treafurer's  accounts 
were  unfettled.  The  foldiers,  who  had 
guarded  the  frontiers  in  the  preceding  war, 
were  not  paid  ;  nor  were  their  mufler-rolls 
adjufled.  The  public  records  of  deeds  were 
iliut  up  ;  for  the  Recorder's  time  having  ex- 
pired, and  the  appointment  being  by  law 
vcfled  in  the  Alfembly,  no  choice  could  be 
made.  No  authenticated  papers  could  be 
obtained,  though  the  agent  was  conflantly 
foliciting  for  thofe  which  related  to  the  con- 
troverfy about  Fort  Dummer,  at  that  time 
before  the  King  and  Council. 

When  the  fituation  of  the  Province  was 

1  750.    known  in  England,  an  imprefTion  to  its  dif- 

1751.    advantage   was  made  on   the   minds   of  its 

befl  friends  ;  and  they  even  imagined  that 

the  Governor's  condud:  was  not  blamelefs.* 

*  Aupuft  10,  1749,  Mr.  Thonilinfon  wrote  thus  to  Mr.  Atkinfon. 
'  1  am  forry  to  fiaii  by  your  letters,  and  by  tvery  body  from  your  coun- 
'  try,  the  confufion  your  Province  is  in.  I  wi(h  !  could  fet  you  right. 
'  I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  Governor  has  done  fome  imprudent 
,  '  things  ;  but  the  other  party  is  furifiamentally  wrong,    and  the  Gaverr- 

'  or  i?iil  always  he  fupported  as  long  as  he  condu(5ls  himfeif  by  his 
'  Mnjefly's  inftrudions^  and  in  his  right  of  negativing  a  fpfaker.  Not- 
*"  withftanding  this,  1  am  farprifc<i  that  he,  or  any  other  Governor, 
'  flinuld  net  thirk  it  their  intereft,  to  behave  fo  to  ail  forts  of  people 
'  under  their  govtrnment,  as  to  make  all  their  enemies  their  friends, 
'  rather  th^n  to  maks  their  friends  their  enemies.' 

Odiober  19,  1749^  Mt.  Atkinfon  wrote  thus  in  anfwcr.  '  I  am 
•  fuppofed  by  many  people  to  be  privy  to  all  the  Governor's  tranfac- 
'  lions  hcre^  which  i?  totally  without  foundation.  I  never  faw  a  letter 
'  which  he  wrote  homC;  nor  any  he  rectivcd,  only,  when  any  of  them 
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The  language  at  Court  was  totally  chang-  1749. 
ed.     The  people  of   New-Hampfhire    who  1750. 
had  formerly  been  in  favor,  as   loyal  and  175L 
obedient  fubjecfts,  were  now  faid  to  be  in  re- 
bellion.     Their    aeent    was  frequently  re- 
proached  and  mortmed  on    their    account,  f„i,',  ms 
and  was  under  great  appreheniion,  that  they  '"'"■* 
would  fufFer,  not  only  in  their  reputation, 
but  in  their  intereil.     The  agent  of  MalTa- 
chufetts  was  continually  foliciting  for  repay- 
ment   of  the    charges   of  maintaining    fort 
Dummer,  and  it  was  in  contemplation,  to 
take  off  a  large  diftri(5l  from    the    weflern 
part  of  New-Hampihire,  and  to  annex  it  to 
Maffachufetts,  to  fatisfy  them  for  that  ex- 
penfe.     Befides  this,  the  paper  money  of  the 
Colonies  was  under  the  confideration  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  the  Province  of  Maflachufetts 
was   riling   into   favor   for  having  aboliflied 
that  fyflem  of  iniquity.     The  fame  juflice 
was  expected  of  New-Hampiliire,  fince  they 
had  the  fame  means  in   their  pov/er  by  the 
reimburfement  granted   to  them   by  Parlia- 
ment for  the  Cape-Breton  and  Canada  expe- 
ditions.    This  money,  amounting  to  about 
thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling,  clear  of  all 
fees   and  commillions,  had  lain  long  in  the 
treafury  ;  and  when  it  was  paid  to  the  agent, 
he  would  have  pla<:ed  it  in  the  funds,  where 
it  might  have  yielded  an  interefl  of  three  per 
cent ;  but  having  no  diredlions  from  the  Af- 
fembly,  he  locked  it  up  in  the  bank.     This 

'  were    communicated    to    the    Council    or  ^.ffsnibly  ;    nor  any  of   his 

'  fpeeches    or    nicffigfit.       So    that,    really.    1    cai  nut   be  faid  to  advifc. 

*  Neifher  do  I  fee  What  reafon  the  rcoy^lc  have  to  complain.  His 
'  greateft  enemies  arc  now  of  the  AiTemhly^  and  in  all  the  contrower- 
'  ly,  not  onr  par.icular  iiiUancc  of  iij-ilHce  or  opprtfrion  hath  hcen  mcn- 
'  tioned  by  them  ;  and   %hen  ynu  rt.;rd  over  their  fevers!  mclTHges,  and 

*  votes,  you  will  not  difcover  any  iDclii:ation  to  conceal  the  leaft  fail- 
'  jrg  be  hud  been  the  huchor  of,' 
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1749.  was  a  clear  lofs   to  them   of  nine    hundred 

1750.  pounds  per  annum.     There  were  fome  who 

1751.  refletSled  on  the  agent,  as  if  he  had  made  an 
advantage  to  himfelf  of  this  money.  Had 
he  done  it,  his  own  capital  was  fufficient  to 
have  anfwered  any  of  their  demands  ;  but 
it  was  alfo  fufficient  to  put  him  above  the 
neceffity  of  employing  their  money,  either 
in  trade  or  fpeculation. 

It  had  alfo  been  fuggefted,  that  Thom- 
linfon,  at  the  Governor's  requefl,  had  foli- 
cited  and  procured  the  inftrucftion,  which 
had  occafioned  this  unhappy  flagnation  of 
buiinefs.  When  this  fuggeilion  came  to  his 
MS.  letter  knowledge,  he  exculpated  himfelf  from  the 
linf.nmH.  charge,  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  to  a  lead- 
she^hurne,  jj^g  member  of  the  Alfembly  ;  and  gave  a 
3  749.  full  account  of  the  matter  as  far  as  it  had 
come  to  his  knowledge.  He  faid,  that  the 
Governor  himfelf  had  Hated  the  facls  in 
his  letters  to  the  miniflry  ;  concerning  his 
calling  of  the  new  members,  in  1745,  and 
their  exclufion  from  the  Affembly,  with  the 
reafons  given  for  it  ;  and  had  defired  to 
know  the  King's  pleafure,  and  to  have  di- 
re6lions  how  to  acfl.  That  the  miniflry, 
without  any  exception  or  helitation,  had 
pronounced  his  condu6l  conformable  to  his 
duty.  That  neverthelefs,  the  Board  of  Trade 
had  folemnly  confidered  the  matter,  and 
confulted  Council,  and  had  fummoned  him, 
as  agent  of  the  Province,  to  attend  their 
deliberation.  Their  refult  was,  that  as  the 
Crown  had  an  indifputable  right  to  incor- 
porate any  town  in  England,  and  qualify 
it  to  fend  members  to  Parliament,  fo  the 
fame   right    and   power    had   been  legally 
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given  to  all  the  Governors  in  America  ;  by  1749. 
means  of  which,  all  the  AfTemblies  in  the  1750. 
King's  governments,  had  increafecl  in  nnni-  1751. 
ber,  as  the  Colonies  had  increafed  in  fet- 
tlements.  That  any  other  ufage  in  call- 
ing Reprefentatives  was  wrong  ;  although 
it  might  have  been  indulged,  Vv^hen  the  Pro- 
vince was  under  the  iiime  Governor  with 
MalTachufetts.  This  was  all  which  pafled 
before  the  additional  inftruction  came  out, 
which  was  fent  through  the  hands  of  the 
Agent.  As  it  v/as  founded  on  a  queftion  con- 
cerning the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown  ;  he  argued  the  abfurdity  of  fuppof- 
ing,  either  that  it  had  been  folicited,  or  that 
any  attempt  to  have  it  withdraw^n  could  be 
effeclual.  His  advice  was,  that  they  fhould 
fubmit  to  it  ;  becaufe,  that  under  it,  they 
would  enjoy  the  fame  rights  and  privileges 
with  their  fellow  fubje^fts  in  England,  and 
in  the  other  Colonies  ;  affuring  them,  that 
the  then  reigning  Prince  had  never  difcov- 
ered  the  lead  inclination  to  infringe  the  con- 
ftitutional  rights  of  any  of  his  fubjecfls. 

This  advice,  however  falutary,  had  not 
the  intended  effect.  Inlfead  of  lubmitting^ 
the  party  in  oppoiition  to  the  Governor, 
framed  a  complaint  againll  him,  and  fent 
it  to  London,  to  be  prefented  to  the  King. 
If  they  could  have  prevailed,  their  next 
meafure  would  have  been,  to  recommend  a 
gentleman,  Sir  William  Pepperell,  of  Maila- 
chufetts,  for  his  fucceffor.  This  manceuvro 
came  to  the  ears  of  Thomlinfon  ;  but  he 
was  under  no  necelTity  to  exert  himlelf  on 
this  occalion  ;  for  the  perfon  to  w^hofe  care 
the  addrefs  was  intruftedj  confidcring   the 
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1749.  ablurdity    of    complaining    to    the    King, 

1750.  againil  his   Governor,  for  a6ling  agreeably 

1751.  to  his  inftrudions,  was  advifed  not  to  pre- 
Ms  letters  {q^^^  Jj-,  This  difappointmcnt  vexed  the  op- 
^Litn^^'   pofition   to   fiich  a  degree,  that  they  would 

have  gladly  dillolved  the  government,  and 
put  themfelves  under  the  jurifdidion  of 
Maflachufetts,  had  it  been  in  their  power. 
But,  finding  all  their  efforts  ineffedual,  ei- 
ther to  have  the  inftrudlion  withdrawn,  or 
the  Governor  removed,  they  confoled  them- 
felves  with  this  thought,  that  it  was  '  better 

*  to  have   two   privileges  taken  from  them, 

*  than  voluntarily  to  give  up  one.' 

1752.  The  time  for  which  this  Affembly  was 
elected  havine  expired,  a  new  one  was  called 

January  a-  .         -  or  ^ 

m  the  lame  manner.  They  came  together 
with  a  fpirit  of  moderation,  and  a  difpofi- 
tion  to  tranfa6l  the  long  negleded  bufmefs. 
The  members,  from  the  new  towns,  quietly 
took  their  feats.  An  unexceptionable  Speak- 
,    ,  er,  Mefhech  Weare,  was  eleded.    A  Recorder 

^ffcmbij.  was  appomted.  A  committee  was  ctiolen  to 
fettle  the  Treafurer's  accounts,  and  a  vote 
was   paffed  for   putting  the  reimburfement 

Mkhhi^H  money  into   the   public  funds   in  England. 

kis.iafcri.  The  Governor's  falary  was  augmented,  and 
all  things  went  on  fmoothly.  The  party 
which  had  been  oppofed  to  the  Governor,  de- 
clined, in  number  and  in  virulence  :  Some 
had  been  removed  by  death  ;  others  were 
foftened  and  relaxed.  A  liberal  diilribu- 
tion  of  commiflions,  civil  and  military,  was 
made,  and  an  era  of  domeftic  reconciliation 
commenced. 

The  controverfy  refpe(5ling  Fort  Dummer, 
and  the  fear  of  loiing  a  diflric^  in  that  neigh- 
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bourhood,  quickened  the  Governor  to  make  1752. 
grants  of  feveral  townfliips  in  that  quarter, 
on  both  fides  of  Connedlicut  river  ;  chiefly 
to  thofe  perfons  who  claimed  the  fame  lands, 
under  the  Maffachufetts  title.  The  war  be- 
ing over,  the  old  inhabitants  returned  to  their 
plantations,  and  were  flrengthened  by  addi- 
tions to  their  number.  It  was  in  contem- 
plation, to  extend  the  fettlements,  farther  up 
Conne^licut  river,  to  the  rich  meadows  of 
Cohos.  The  plan  was,  to  cut  a  road  to  that 
place  ;  to  lay  out  two  townihips,  one  on 
each  fide  of  the  river,  and  oppofite   to   each  ,  ,.  ,  . 

'  •111  -        AtKiiiforii 

Other  ;  to  erect  ftockades,  with  lodgments  tor  ms  kzun. 
tV70  hundred  men,  in  each  tov/nfliip,  enclo- 
fing  a  fpace  of  fifteen  acres  ;  in  the  centre  of 
which  was  to  be  a  citadel,  containing  the 
public  buildings  and  granaries,  which  were 
to  be  large  enough  to  receive  all  the  inhab- 
itants, and  their  moveable  effe6ls  in  cafe  of 
neceflity.  As  an  inducement  to  people  to  re- 
move to  this  new  plantation  ;  they  were  to 
have  Courts  of  Judicature,  and  other  civil 
privileges  among  themfelves,  and  were  to  be 
under  ftrid:  military  difcipline.  A  large 
number  of  perfons  engaged  in  this  enter- 
prife  ;  and  they  were  the  rather  ftimulated 
to  undertake  it,  becaufe  it  was  feared,  that 
the  French,  who  had  already  begun  to  en- 
croach on  the  territory  claimed  by  the  Britilli 
Crown,  would  take  pofTefTion  of  this  valu- 
able tra^l,  if  it  fliould  be  left  unoccupied. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  a  party  was  fent  ms.  letters 
up  in   the  fpring  of  1752,  to  view  the  mea-  rLi^wiiit 
dows  of  Cohos,   and  lay    out    the   propofed  am?. 
townfliips.     The  Indians  obferved  them,  and 
fufpe(5led   their   intentions.     The  land  was 
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1752.  theirs,  and  they  knew  its  value.  A  party  of 
the  Arofaguntacook,  or  St.  Francis  Tribe  was 
deputed,  to  remonflrate  againll  this  proceed- 
ing. They  came  to  the  fort  at  Number-four, 
with  a  flag  of  truce  ;  pretending  that  they 
had  not  heard  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  which 
had  been  made  with  the  feveral  Indian  tribes. 
They  complained  to  Captain  Stevens,  of  the 
encroachment  which  vvas  meditating  on  their 
land  ;  and  faid,  that  they  could  not  allow  the 
Englifli  to  fettle  at  Cohos,  when  they  owned 
more  land  already  than  they  could  improve; 
and,  that  if  this  fettlement  were  purfued,they 
fhould  think  the  Englifh  had  a  mind  for  war, 
and  would  reiifl  them.  This  threatening  be- 
ing communicated  to  the  Governor  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  and  by  him  to  the  Governor  of 
New-Ham pihire,  threw  fuch  difcouragement 
on  the  project  that  it  was  laid  afide. 
j^  jil  The   Indians   did    not  content  themfelves 

with  remonftrating  and   threatening.      Two 
of  the  fame  tribe  named  Sabatis  and  Chrifti, 
fitions/^"^"  came  to  Canterbury  ;  where  they  were  en- 
tertained in  a  friendly  manner  for  more  than 
a  month.     At  their  departure,  they  forced  a- 
wa.y  two  negroes  ;  one  of  whom  efcaped  and 
returned;  and  the  other  was  carried  to  Crown 
Point  and  fold  to  a  French  officer.      A  party 
of  ten  or  twelve  of  the  fame  tribe,  command- 
ed by  Captain  Mofes,  met  with  four  young 
Mey.        men  who  were  hunting  on  Baker's  river.  One 
frmld      ^^^^^^^'^  was   John  Stark.     When   he  found 
coDferrcncd  himfelf  furprifed  and  fallen  into  their  hands, 
'^•^'**        he  called  to  his  brother  William  Stark,  who 
anforma-     being  in  a   canoe,  gained  the  oppofite  fhore, 
tion  of  w.  ^^^  efcaped.     They  fired  at   the  canoe    and 

S:aik,  .  -  •' 

killed  a  young  man  who  was   ia  it.     John 
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rc'Coived  a  fevere  beating  from  the  Indians  1752. 
for  alarming  his  brother.  They  carried  him 
and  his  companion,  Eaflman,  up  Conne(5licut 
river,  through  feveral  carrying  places,  and 
down  the  Lake  Memphrimagog  to  the  head 
quarters  of  their  tribe.  There  they  drefTed 
him  in  their  fined  robes  and  adopted  him  as 
a  fon.  This  early  captivity,  from  which  he 
was  redeemed,  qualified  him  to  be  an  expert 
partifan,  in  the  fucceeding  war  ;  from  which 
ftation,  he  afterward  rofe  to  the  rank  of 
Brigadier  General  in  the  armies  of  the  Uni- 
ted States. 

The  next  year  Sabatis,  with  another  In-  1753, 
clian  named  Plauiliwa,  came  to  Canterbury  ; 
where,  being  reproached  w4th  the  mifcon- M^depo- 
duc^  refpecling  the  negroes,  he  and  his  com-  ^''°"*' 
panion  behaved  in  an  infolent  manner.  Sev- 
eral perfons  treated  thern  very  freely  with 
ftrong  liquor.  One  followed  them  into  the 
woods,  and  killed  them,  and  by  the  help  of 
another,  buried  them  ;  but  fo  fhallow  that 
their  bodies  were  devoured  by  beads  of 
prey,  and  their  bones  lay  on  the  ground. 
By  the  treaties  of  peace,  it  had  been  dipula- 
ted,  on  the  one  part,  that  if  any  of  the  In- 
dians diould  commit  an  a6l  of  hodility 
againd  the  Englifli,  their  young  men  fliould 
join  with  the  Englldi  in  reducing  fuch  In- 
dians to  fubmiilion  ;  and  on  the  other  hand, 
that  if  an  Englilbman  ihould  injure  any  of 
them,  no  private  revenge  diould  be  taken  ; 
but  application  diould  be  made  to  the  gov- 
ernment for  judice.  In  the  autumn  of  the 
fame  year,  a  conference  being  held,  with  the 
eadern  Indians,  by  the  government  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  a  prefent  was  made  totheArofa- 
Dp 
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1753.  guntacook  tribe,  exprefTive  of  can  intention  to 
i*rimcd  wipe  away  the  blood.  They  accepted  the 
conference,  ^^,^^^^^^  ^^^  j  ratified  thc  peace  which  had  been 

made  in  1749. 

The  two  men  who  killed  Sabatis  and  Plau- 

1754.  fawa,were  apprehended  and  brought  to  Portl- 
Ms  letters  mouth.     A  bill  was  found  againll  them  by 
nor  Went-  the  Grand  Jury,  and  they  were  confined  in 
worth.       ii'ons.     In  thc  night,  before  the  day  appoint- 
ed for  their  trial,  an  armed  mob  from  the 
country,   with   axes   and   crows,  forced  the 
prifon,  and  carried  them  off  in  triumph.     A 
proclamation  was  ifllied,  and  a  reward  offered 
by  the  Governor  for  apprehending  the  riot- 
ers ;    but  no  difcovery  was  made,  and  the 
a6lion  was  even  deemed  meritorious.     The 
next  fummer,  another  conference  was  held 

Printed  at  Falmouth,  at  which  Commifiioners  from 
wDfcrence.  New-Hampfliire  afTifted.  The  Arofagunta- 
cooks  did  not  attend  ;  but  fent  a  meffage  pur- 
porting that  the  blood  was  not  wiped  away. 
The  CommifTioners  from  New-Hampfhire 
made  a  handfome  prefent,  to  all  the  Indians^ 
who  appeared  at  this  conference  ;  which  end- 
ed as  ufual,  in  thc  promife  of  peace  and 
friendfhip. 
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CHAP.  XXII. 


Tl'e  lajl  French  and  Indian  ny<7r,  w/'/V-^  terminated  in  the 
conquefl  of  Canada.  Controverjy  concsrning  the  lands  lueji- 
nvard  of  Connecticut  river. 

By  the  treaty  of  Aix  la  Chappelle, 
in  1748,  it  was  flipulated,  that  'all  things  p^infed 
'  fliould  be  rellored,  on  the  footing  they  were  """ty, 
>  before  the  w^ar.'     The  ifland  of  Cape-Bre- 
ton was  accordingly  reftored  to  France  ;  but 
the  limits  of  the  French  and  Engliili  territo- 
ries on  the  continent,  were  undetermined  ; 
and  it  was  the  policy  of  both  nations  to  gain 
poileilion    of    important    paiTes,    to    which 
each  had  fome  pretenfions,  and  to  hold  them, 
till  the  limits  lliould  be  fettled  by  Commif- 
fioners  mutually  chofen.     Thefe  commiiTion- 
ers  met  at  Paris  ;  but  came  to  no   decifion. 
By  the  conflrudion  of  charters  and  grants 
from  the  Crown  of  England,  her  colonies  ex- 
tended indefinitely   weflward.     The  French 
had  fettlements  in  Canada  and  Louifiana,  and 
they  meditated  to  join  thefe  diftant  Colonies, 
by   a  chain  of  forts  and  polls,  from  the  St. 
Lawrence  to  the  Miflifippi ;  and  to  extend  the 
limits  of  Canada,  as  far  eaflward,  as  to  com- 
mand navigation  in  the  winter,  when   the 
great  river  St.  Lawrence  is  impailable.   Thefe 
claims  of  territory,   extending    on  the   one 
part  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  on  the  other  from 
north  to  fouth,  necellarily  interfered.     The 
Colonies  of  Nova-Scotia,  New-York  and  Vir- 
ginia, were  principally  afFedled  by  this  inter- 
ference j  and  the  encroachments   made    on 
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tliem  by  the  French,  were  a  fubje6l  of  com- 
plaint, both  here  and  in  Europe. 

It  was  forefeen  that  this  controverfy  could 
not  be  decided  but  by  the  fword  ;  and   the 
1  io^.    £ngli{h  determined  to  be  early  in  their  pre- 
shiriey'i     parations.     The  Earl  of  Holdernefs,  Secre- 
fpee^bel"    ^ary  of  State,  wrote  to  the  Governors  of  the 
American  Colonies,  recommending  ?//?/o;/  for 
their    mutual    protection   and    defence.     A 
meeting  of  Commiihoners  from  the  Colonies, 
at  Albany,  having  been  appointed,   for  the 
purpofe  of  holding   a  conference  with   the 
Six  Nations,  on   the  fubjedl  of  French  en- 
croachments, within   their  country ;  it  was 
propofed,  by  Governor  Shirley,  to  the  feveral 
Governors,  that  the  delegates  fliould  be  in- 
ftrudled  on  the  fubjecfi:  of  union. 

At  the  place  appointed,  the  Congrefs  was 
June  19  held  ;  confifting  of  delegates  from  Maflachu- 
fetts,  New-Hampihire,  Rhode-Ifland,  Con- 
necticut, Pennf}dvania  and  Maryland  ;  with 
Aikinfon's  the  Lieuteuaut  Governor  and  Council  of 
^\s.  Jour-  New-York.  They  took  their  rank  in  geo- 
graphical order,  beginning  at  the  north.  One 
member  from  each  Colony  was  appointed  to 
draw  a  plan  of  union  ;  Hutchinfon  of  Maf- 
fachufctts,  Atkinfon  of  New-Hampihire, 
Hopkins  of  Rhode-Iiland,  Pitkin  of  Connec- 
ticut, Smith  of  New-York,  Franklin  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  and  Tafliier  of  Maryland.  The  fub- 
ftance  of  the  plan  was,  that  application  be 
made,  for  an  act  of  Parliament,  to  form  a 
grand  Council,  coniiiling  of  delegates  from 
the  feveral  legiilative  Aifemblies,  fubjedl  to 
the  control  of  a  Preiident-General,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Crown,  with  a  negative  voice. 
That  this  Gouncii  iliould  ena6l  general  laws  ; 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  221 

apportion  the  quotas  of  men  and  money,  to    1754. 
be   raifed    by  each   Colony  ;  determine  the 
building  of  forts  ;  regulate  the  operations  of 
armies  ;  and  concert  all   meafures   for  the 
common  protedlion  and  fafety.     The  dele- 
gates of  Connedlicut  alone,  entered  their  dif- 
feat  to  the  plan,  becaufe  of  the  negative  voice 
of  the   Prelident-General.     It  is   worthy  of 
remark,  that  this  plan,  for  the  union  of  the 
Colonies,  was  agreed  to,  on  the  foiirtb  day  of 
July  ;  exadlly  twenty-two   years   before  the 
declaration  of  American  Independence,   and 
that  the  name  of  Fr  a  n kl  i  x  appears  in  both/^ 
With  the  plan  of  union,  a  reprefentation 
was  made  to  the  King,  of  the  danger  in  which 
the  Colonies  vvrere  involved.     Copies  of  both 
were  laid  before  the  feveral  Ailembiies.  They 
were  fully  fenfible  of  their  danger  from  the 
French  ;  but  they  apprehended  greater'danger 
from  the  plan  of  union.    Its  fate  was  fingular. 
It  was  reje(5led  in  America,  becaufe  it  was  fup- 
pofed  to  put  too  much  power  into  the  hands  of 
the  King  ;  and  it  was  reje(5led  m  England,  be- 
caufe it  v.-^as  fuppofed  to  give  too  much  power 
to  the  Aflemblies  of  the  Colonies.     The  min- 
iftry  made  another  propofal  ;    that  the  Gov- 
ernor,  with  one  or  two  m.embers  of  tlie  Conn-  e^ 
cil,  of  each  Colony,  fhould  ailemble,  and  con-  ''""'  '^^^' 
fult  for  the  common  defence,  and  draw  on 
the   Britifh  treafury  for  the  fums  expended  ; 
which  ihould  be  raifed  by  a  general  tax,  laid 

•  At  th'8  Con^refSj  a  prefent  from  the  Crown  was  fliiTrihn'ed  to  t?  c 
Indians  The  ComaiiiTioners  of  New-Hamplhire,  Arkitifoii,  Wibird, 
ShL-rburne  and  Wesre.  by  diretSlion  of  ths  AfTimbly^  made  tbein  a  frp. 
ar:ite  prcfent.  It  is  a  cufloKi  among  the  Sis  Nations,  to  give  a  name  to 
thtir  benefactors  on  fuch  occafions^  The  tiai^e  which  ti  ey  };.>ve  to  ihc 
Province  of  New  Kaaipfhire  wm  So-filt^uax-avane.  I  have  iiujuirfd  of 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Kirklarid,  the  meaning  of  this  name  :  He  informed  we 
that  So  figniSes,  again  :  [oguax^  a  dtsh  ;  and  a-wsnst  large. 
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1754.  by  Parliament,  on  the  Colonies.  But  this 
was  not  a  time  to  pulh  fuch  an  alarming  in- 
novation J  and  when  it  was  found  impracti- 
cable, the  miniflry  determined  to  employ 
their  own  troops,  to  fight  their  battles  in 
America,  rather  than  to  let  the  Colonifts  feel 
their  own  flrength,  and  be  dire<5led  by  their 
own  Counfels. 

To  draw  fome  aid  however  from  the  Co- 
lonies was  necelTary,  Their  militia  might 
fervc  as  guards,  or  rangers,  or  laborers,  or  do 
garrifon  duty,  or  be  employed  in  other  infe- 
rior offices  ;  but  Britifh  troops,  commanded 
by  Britlfli  officers,mufl:havethe^o;/or  of  redu- 
cing the  French  dominions  in  North  America. 
The  favage  nations  in  the  French  interefl 
were  always  ready,  on  the  firft  appearance  of 
a  rupture,  to  take  up  the  hatchet.  It  was  the 
policy  of  the  French  government,  to  encour- 
age their  depredations,  on  the  frontiers  of  the 
Engliili  Colonies,  to  which  they  had  a  native 
antipathy.  By  this  means,  the  French  could 
make  their  enemies  pay  the  whole  expenfe  of 
a  war ;  for  all  the  fupplies,  which  they  af- 
forded to  the  Indians,  were  amply  compenfa- 
ted,  by  the  ranfom  of  captives.  In  thefe  la- 
ter wars,  therefore,  we  find  the  favages  more 
dextrous  in  taking  captives,  and  more  tender 
of  them  v/hen  taken,  than  in  former  wars  ; 
which  were  carried  on  with  circumftances  of 
greater  cruel tyo 

Nofoonerhadthealarmof  hoflilities,v/hich 
commenced  between  the  Engliili  and  French, 
in  the  weltern  part  of  Virginia,  fpread  through 
the  continent;  than  the  Indians  renewed  their 
attacks  on  the  frontiers  of  New-FIampfliire. 

Ayg.  15.    ^  party  of  them  made  an  affault,  on  a  family 
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at Baker's-town,on  Pemigevxraffet  river ;  where    1 754. 
they  killed  a  woman,  and  took  {evera.1  cap- 
tives.    Within  three  days  they  killed  a  man  ^ug  i8. 
and  woman  at  Steven's  town  in  the  lame 
neighbourhood  ;  upon  which  the  fettlements  Council 
were  broken  up,  and  the  people  retired  to  the  °'"^" 
lower  towns  for  fafety,  and  the  government 
was  obliged  to   pofl  loldiers  in  the  deferted 
places.     After  a  few  days  more,  they  broke  ^"s-  n- 
into  the  houfe  of  James  Johnfon,  at  Number- 
four,  early  in  the  morning,  before  any  of  the 
family  were  awake  ;  and  took  him,  with  his 
wife  and  three  children,  her  fifter  Miriam 
Willard,  and  two  men,  Peter  Laboree  and  Eb- 
enezer  Farnfworth.     The  furprifal  was  com-  ^'?"''  ^ 
plete  and  bloodlefs,  and  they  carried  them  off 
undifturbed.     The  next  day  Johnfon's  wife 
was  delivered  of  a  daughter,  who  from  the 
circumftance  of  its  birth  was  named  Captive, 
The  Indians  halted  one  day,  on  the  woman's 
account,   and   the   next   day    refumed   their 
march  ;  carrying  her  on  a  litter,  which  they 
made  for  the  purpofe,  and  afterwards  put  her 
on  horfe-back.  On  their  march,  they  were  dlf- 
trelTed  for  proviiion  ;  and  killed  the  horfe  for 
food  ;  the  infant  was   nouriilied,  by  fucking- 
pieces  of  its   flefh.     When  they  arrived  at 
Montreal,  Johnfon  obtained  a  parole,  of  two 
months,  to  return  and  folicit  the  means  of  re- 
demption.    He  applied  to  the  Ailembly  of 
New-Hampfhire,  and  after  fome  delay  obtain- 
ed one  hundred   and  fifty  pounds  fterling.  q^^ 
But  the  feafon  was  fo  far  advanced,  and  the  Affemi»u 
winter  proved  fo  fevere,  that  he  did  not  reach 
Canada  till  the  fpring.     He  was  then  charg- 
ed with  breaking  his  parole ;  a  great  part  of 
his  money  was  taken  from  him  by  violence  ; 
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1754.  and,  he  was  fhut  up  with  his  family  in  prif- 
on;  where  they  took  the  fmall  pox,  which  they 
happily  lurvived.  /\fter  eighteen  months,  the 
w^oman,  with  her  lifter,  and  two  daughters, 
were  fent  in  a  cartel  iliip  to  England  ;  and 
thence  returned  to  Eoiton.  Jolmfon  was  kept 
in  prifon  three  years  ;  and  then,  with  his  Ion, 
returned  and  met  his  wife  in  BoO;on  ;  where 
he  had  the  lingular  ill  fortune,  to  be  fiifpedl- 
ed  of  deiigns  uafriendly  to  his  country,  and 
w^as  again  imprifoned  ;  but  no  evidence  be- 
ing produced  aga.inft  him,  he  was  liberated. 
His  eldeil  daughter  was  retained  in  a  Cana- 
dian nunnery. 

The"  fort  and  fettlement  at  Number- four, 
being  in  an  expofed  iituation,  required  aiTill- 
ance  and  iupport.  It  had  been  built  by  Maf- 
fachufetts  wdien  it  was  fuppofed  to  be  with- 
in its  limits.  It  w'as  projecled  by  Colonel 
Stoddard,  of  Northampton,  and  was  well  fit- 
uated,  in  connedlion  with  the  other  forts,  on 

ehir'ey's  i]^q  vveftcm  froutlcr,  to  command  all  the  paths 
° '  •  'by  which  the  Indians  travelled  from  Canada 
to  New-England.  It  was  now  evidently  in 
New-Hampiliire ;  and  Shirley,  by  advice  of 
his  Council,  applied  to  Wentworth,  recom- 
mending the  future  maintenance  of  that  poll, 
to  the  care  of  his  AfFembly  ;  but  they  did 
not  think  themfelves  interelled  in  its  prefer- 
vation,  and  refufed  to  make  any  provifion 
for  it.  The  inhabitants  made  feveral  appli- 
cations for  the  fame  purpofe  ;  but  were  uni- 
formly difippointed.     They  then  made  prefT- 

MaiTachuf,  ing  remonilrances  to  the  AlTembly  of  Maf- 

sccords,  fachufetts,  who  fent  foldiers  for  the  defence 
of  that  port,  and  of  Fort  Dummer,  till  1757; 
when  they  fuppofed  that  the  commander  in 
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chief  of  the  King*s  forces  would  take  them    1754. 
under  his  care,  as  royal  garrifons.     It  was 
alfo  recommended  to  the  AiTembly  of  New- 
Ham  plhire  to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos  ;  but  this 
propofal  met  the  fame  fate. 

The  next  fpring,  three  expeditions  were         ^ 
undertaken  againft  the   French  forts.     One  "^^ 

againft  Fort  Duquefne,  on  the  Ohio,  was 
conducted  by  General  Braddock  ;  who  was 
defeated  and  ihiin.  Another  againft  Niagara, 
by  Governor  Shirley,  which  mifcarried  ;  and 
a  third  againft  Crown  Point,  by  GeneralJohn- 
fon.  For  this  laft  expedition,  New-Hamp- 
fliire  raifcd  five  hundred  men,  and  put  them 
under  the  command  of  Col.  Jofeph  Blanch- 
ard.  The  Governor  ordered  them  to  Con- 
necflicut  river,  to  build  a  fort  at  Cohos,  fup- 
poiing  it  to  be  in  their  way  to  Crown  Point. 
They  firft  marched  to  Baker's-town,  where 
they  began  to  build  batteaux,  and  confumed 
time  and  proviftons  to  no  purpofe.  By  Shir- 
ley's advice  they  quitted  that  futile  employ- 
ment, and  made  a  fiitiguing  march  through 
the  woods,  by  the  way  of  Number-four,  to 
Albany.  Whilft  Johnfon  lay  encamped  at 
Lake  George,  vv^ith  his  other  forces,  he  poft- 
ed  the  New-Hamplliire  regiment  at  Fort  Ed- 
ward. On  the  eighth  of  September,  he  was 
attacked  in  his  camp,  by  Baron  Diefkau,  com- 
manding a  body  of  French  regular  troops, 
Canadians  and  Savages.  On  the  morning  of 
that  day,  a  fcouting  party  from  Fort  Edward 
difcovered  waggons  burning  in  the  road  ; 
upon  which  Captain  Nathaniel  Folfom  was 
ordered  out,  with  eighty  of  the  New-Hamp- 
(hire  rcfriment,  and  forty  of  New-York  un- 
der  Capt.  McGennis.  When  they  came  to  the 
E  E 
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1755.    place,  they  found  the  waggoners  and  the  cat- 
tle dead  ;  but  no  enemy  was  there.     Hear- 
ing the  report  of  guns,   toward  the   lake, 
they  hafted  thither  ;  and  having  approached 
within  two  miles,  found  the  baggage  of  the 
French  army,    under  the  care  of  a  guard, 
whom  they  attacked  and  difperfed.     When 
the  retreating  army  of  Diefkau    appeared, 
Foifooi's     about  four  of  the  clock  in  the  afternoon,  Fol- 
inforoia-     f^j^  poiled  his  meu  among  the  trees,  and  kept 
up  a  well  direcled  fire,  till  night ;  the  enemy 
retired,  with  great  lofs,  and  he  made  his  way 
to  the  camp,  carrying  his  own  wounded,  and 
feveral  French  prifoners,  with  many  of  the 
enemy's    packs.     This    well-timed    engage- 
prhTtlTict-  ment,  in  which  but  fix  men  on  our  fide  were 
ter-  loll,  deprived  the  French  army  of  their  am- 

munition and  baggage  ;  the  remains  of  which 
were  brought  into  camp  the  next  day.  After 
this,  the  regiment  of  New-FIampfhire  joined 
the  army.  Tlie  men  were  employed  in  fcout- 
ing,  which  fervice  they  performed  in  a  man- 
ner fo  acceptable,  that  no  other  duty  was  re- 
quired of  them.  Parties  of  them  frequently 
went  within  view  of  the  French  fort  at 
Crown-Point ;  and  at  one  time  they  brought 
ofF  the  fcalp  of  a  French  foldier,  whom  they 
killed  near  the  gate. 

After  the  engagement  on  the  8th  of  Sep- 
tember, w^ien  it  was  found  necefTary  to  rein- 
force the  army  ;  a  fecond  regiment,  of  three 
hundred  men,  was  raifed  in  New-Hampfhire, 
and  put  under  the  command  of  Col.  Peter 
Oilman.  Thefe  men  were  as  alert,  and  in- 
defatigable as  their  brethren,  though  they 
had  not  opportunity  to  give  fuch  convincing 
evidence  of  it.     The  expedition  was  no  far- 
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dier  purfq^d  ;  and  late  in  autumn  the  forces    1155. 
"vere  difbinded  and  returned  home. 

The  o^^ertions  made  for  the  redudion 
of  Cro\^n  Point,  not  only  failed  of  their  ob- 
jedl,  bvt  provoked  the  Indians,  to  execute 
tieir  qifchievous  defigns,  againft  the  fron- 
tiers  o;  New-Hampfliire  ;  which  were  whol- 
ly  unovered,  and  expofed  to  their  full  force. 
Eetwen  the  rivers  ConneiTticut  and  St.  Fran- 
cis, tere  is  a  fafe  and  eafy  communication 
by  flirt  carrying-places,  with  which  they 
weroerfedly  acquainted.  The  Indians  of 
that  iver,  therefore,  made  frequent  incur- 
£ons  and  returned  unmolefted  with  their 
prifaers  and  booty. 

^New-Hopkinton,  they  took  a  man  and 
a  l^ ;  but  perceiving  the  approach  of  a  ^ria 
fcoiing  party,  they  fled  and   left  their  cap- 
tive At  Keene,  they  took  Benjamin  Twitch- 
el,  id  at  Walpole  they  killed  Daniel  Twitch- 
el,  md  a  man  named   Flynt.     At  the  fame 
pl^  Colonel  Bellows,  at  the  head  of  twenty  M^I^tcr! 
m.(,  met  with  a  party  of  fifty  Indians  ;  and 
hang  exchanged  fome  fliot,  and  killed  feve- 
raot  the  enemy,  he  broke  through  them  and 
gcinto  the  fort  ;  not  one  man  of  his  com- 
ply being  killed  or  v>rounded.     After  a  few 
dis,  thefe  Indians,  being  joined  by  others  to 
thnumber  of  one  hundred  and  leventy,  af- 
fated  the  garrifon  of  John  Kilburne,  in 
wch  were  himfelf,  John  Pike,  two  boys  and 
feiral  women  ;  who  bravely  defended  the 
hcfe  and  obliged  the  enemy  to  retire,  with 
cojderable  lofs.     Pike  was  mortally  wound- 
edj  Some  of  thefe  Indians  joined  Diefliau's 
ari^,  and  were  in  the  battle  at  Lake  George. 
At[umber-four,  they  killed  a  large  number 
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1755.  of  cattle,  and  cut  ofF  the  flefh.  At  Hinfdal«, 
they  attacked  a  party,  who  were  it  work  ia 
the  woods  ;  killed  John  Hardicla^  and  Johk 
Alexander,  and  took  Jonathan  Cklby  ;  tlie 
others  efcaped  to  the  fort.   Within  afew  da^s 

lettU.  afterward,  they  ambufhed  Caleb  Hove,  H]l- 
kiah  Grout,  and  Benjamin  Gaffieldjas  they 

July  27.  were  returning  from  their  labor  in  be  field. 
Howe  was  killed  ;  GafEeld  was  drowned  in 
attempting  to  crofs  the  river  ;  anc  Grout 
made  his  efcape.  The  Indians  went  irec5lly 
toBridgman's  fort, where  the  families  f  theie 
unfortunate  men  refided.  They  hac  heard 
the  report  of  the  guns,  and  were  inatient 
to  learn  the  caufe.  By  the  found  <'  feet 
without,  it  being  in  the  dulk  of  the  e^ning, 
they  concluded  that  their  friends  had  iturn- 
ed,  and  too  haflily  opened  the  gate  to  iceive 
them  ;  when  to  their  inexpreflible  fuirife^ 
they  admitted  the  favages,and  the  threeami- 
lies,  conliiliing  of  fourteen  perfbns,ivere 
made  captives.* 

After  the  defeat  and  death  of  Bracbck, 

Setters!'  the  chief  command  of  the  operations  a;infl 
the  enemy  fell  into  the  hands  of  Shisy  j 
who  called  another  Congrefs,  at  New-)rk, 
and  planned  another  expedition againftOwn 
Point  ;  for  which  purpofe,  he  called  othe 
feveral  governments  to  raife  men  and  pride 
ftores.     A   regiment   was    raifed    in    ew- 

'  One  ofthcfe.  the  wife  ofCileb  Howe,  was  the  fair  cai/e,  of 
whom  fuch  a  brilliant  account  is  given  in  the  life  of  Gfneral  Putr,  pub- 
lished by  Col.  Humphreys.  She  is  dill  hving  at  Hinfdale,  and  hzbliged 
the  author  with  a  particular  narrative  of  her  fufftrings  and  dcrance. 
This  account,  dra*n  up  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  is  too  long  to  here  in- 
ferred^ and  too  entertaining  to  be  abridged  ;  but  will  probably  lublifli- 
ed  at  fome  furuie  time.  As  to  that  pait  of  the  ftory,  thac  ihcjplc  of 
Hitifdilc  chofe  hfr  to  go  to  Europe,  as  their  agent  in  a  cafe  dfputed 
lands ;  it  was  never  knowa  or  ihought  of  by  iheta  u'l  the  life  r'utnatn 
aypeared  Ja  prict.  Gjj't  Milter. 
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Hampmire,the  command  of  which  was  given    1756. 
to  Col.  Nathaniel  MefTerve.     They  alfo  ap- 
pointed two  CommiiTaries,  Peter  Gil  man  and 
Thomas  Weilbrooke   Waldron,  who  relided 
at  Albany,  to  take  care   of  the  (lores,  whilfb 
the  regiment,  with  the  other  troops,  affilled 
in  building  forts  and  batteaux.     In  the  midft  j„iy  ^^^ 
of  this  campaign,  Shirley  was  fuperfeded  by  f['"'^"°'' 
the  Earl  of  Loudon  ;  but  the  fummer  palled 
away  in  fruitlefs  labor  ;  whilll  the   French, 
by  their  fiperior  alertnefs,  befieged  and  took 
the  Englifli  fort   at  Of w ego  ;  and  the   regi- 
ments of  Shirley  and  Pepperell  who  garrifon- 
ed  it,  were  fent  prifoners  to  France.     During 
this  fummer,  the   Indians   killed  Lieutenant  oay,  sum- 
Mofes  Wlllard,  and  wounded  his  fon  at  Num-  [^Ij^'^'^sl 
ber-four  ;  and  took  Joiiah  Fofter,  v/ith  his  '^tterg. 
wire   and  two    children,    from    Winchefler. 
They   alfo   wounded   2,ebulon  Stebbins,    of 
Hinfdale,  who,  withReuben\¥right,difcover- 
ed  an  ambuih,  and  prevented  the  captivity  of 
feveral  perfons  for  whom  the  Indians   were 
lying  in  v/ait. 

The  foldiers  of  Kew-Hampfliire  were   fo 
expert,  in  every  fervice  which  required  agili- 
ty, and  fo  habituated  to  fatigue  and  danger  ; 
that,  by  the  exprefs  dehre  of  Lord  Loudon,  i.oro  Loa- 
three    raneino:   companies   were    formed   of'*""'  ^^' 

1         "  .  .  letters. 

them  ;  who  continued  in  fervice  during  the 
winter  as  well  as  the  fummer.  The  com- 
mand of  thefe  companies  was  given  to  Ro- 
bert Rogers,  John  Stark,  and  William  Stark. 
They  were  eminently  ufeful  in  fcouring  the 
woods,  procuring  intelligence,  and  flcirmifli- 
ing  with  detached  parties  of  the  enemy. 
Thefe  companies  were  kept  during  the  war, 
in  the  pay  of  the  Crown  ;  and  after  the  peace. 
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1756.  the  officers  were  allowed  half  pay  on  the 
Britifli  eflablifhment. 

1757  ^^^  ^^^^  year,  another  Crown  Point  expe- 
dition was  projected  by  Lord  Loudon.  The 
Crown  was  at  the  expenfe  of  ftores  and  pro- 
vifions,  and  required  of  the  Colonies,  to  raife, 
arm,  clothe,  and  pay  their  quotas  of  men. 
Another  regiment  was  raifed  in  New-Hamp- 
iliire,  of  which  Meflerve  was  commander  ; 
who  went  to  Halifax  with  part  of  his  regi- 
ment, a  body  of  one  hundred  carpenters,  and 
the  three  companies  of  Rangers,  to  ferve  un- 
der Lord  Loudon,  whilfl  the  other  part  of  the 
regiment  under  LieutenantColonelGofFe,was 
ordered  by  General  Webb,  who  commanded 
at  the  weftward,  in  the  abfence  of  the  Earl 
of  Loudon,  to  rendezvous  at  Number-four. 
Before  their  arrival,  a  large  party  of  French 
and  Indians  attacked  the  mills  in  that  place, 

^j^^^^-      and  took  Sampfon  Colefax,  David  Farnfworth 

Ms.kttcrs.  and  Thomas  Adams.  The  inhabitants,  hear- 
ing the  guns,  advanced  to  the  mills  ;  but  find- 
ing the  enemy  in  force,  prudently  retreated. 
The  enemy  burned  the  mills  ;  and  in  their 
retreat,  took  two  other  men, who  were  coming 
in  from  hunting,  viz.  Thomas  Robins  and 
Ala  SpafFord.  Farnfworth  and  Robins  re- 
turned ;  the  others  died  in  Canada. 

GofFe  with  his  men  marched  through  Num- 
ber-four and  joined  General  Webb  at  Albany; 
who  polled  them  at  fort  William  Henry,  near 
Lake  George,  under  the  command  of  Col. 
Munroe,  of  the  thirty-fifth  Britifli  regiment. 
The  French  General  Montcalm,  at  the  head 
of  a  large  body  of  Canadians  and  Indians,  with 

.  a  train  of  artillery,  invefted  this  fort ;  and  in 

fix  days,  the  garrifon,  after  having  expended 
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all  their  ammunition,  capitulated  ;  on  con-    1 757. 
dition  that  they  ihould  not  ferve  againft  the  ^"S*  9- 
French  for  eighteen  months.     They  were  al- 
lowed the  honors  of  war,  and  were  to  be  ef^ 
corted  by  the  French  troops  to  Fort  Edward, 
with  their   private    baggage.     The  Indians, 
who  ferved  in  this  expedition,  on  the  promtfe 
ofphmder^  were  enraged  at  the  terms  granted 
to  the  garrifon  ;  and,  as  they  marched  out 
unarmed,  fell  upon  them,  ftripped  them  na-  ^'^f^Tr 
ked,  and  murdered  all  who  made  any  refift-  mo.  49- 
ance.     The  New-Hampfhire  regiment  hap- 
pening to  be  in  the  rear,  felt  the  chief  fury  of 
the   enemy.     Out  of  two   hundred,  eighty 
were  killed  and  taken. 

This  melancholy   event  threw  the  whole 
country  into  the  deeped  confternation.  Webb, 
who  remained  at  Fort  Edward,  expelling  to 
be  there   attacked,  fent  exprelTes   to  all  the 
Provinces  for  reinforcements.     The  French, 
however,  did  not  purfue  their  advantage,  but 
returned  to    Canada.     A  reinforcem.ent    of 
two   hundred  and  fifty  men  was   raifed  in 
New-FIampfhire,   vmder   the    command    of 
Major  Thomas  Tafh  ;  which,  by   the  orders  ms.  tcftere 
of  General  Webb,  was  ftationed  at  Nvim.ber-  r,or  °\vT^.- 
four.     This  was  the  firft  time  that  the  troops  ^®"''- 
of  New-Hampfhire  occupied  that  importanr 
poft. 

Hitherto  the  war  had  been,  on  our  part, 
unfuccefsful.  The  great  expenfe,  the  fre- 
quent difappointments,  the  lofs  of  men,  of 
forts,  and  of  (lores,  were  very  difcouraging. 
Th^  enemy*s  country  was  filled  with  prifon- 
ers,  and  fcalps,  private  plunder,  and  public 
ftores  and  provifions,  which  our  people,  as 
beafls  of  burden,  had   conveyed  to  them> 
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'232  HISTORY  OF 

1757.  Thefe  reflections  were  the  difmal  entertain- 
ment of  the  winter.  The  next  fpring  called 
for  freHh  exertions  ;  and  happily  for  America, 
the  Britifh  miniftry  had  been  changed,  and 
the  direction  of  the  war,  in  anfvver  to  the 
united  voice  of  the  people  of  England,  was 
put  into  the  hands  of  that  decifive  ftatefman 
William  Pitt. 

In  his  circular  letter  to  the  American  Gov- 
ernors, he  alTured  them  ;  that  to  repair  the 
lofFes  and  difappointments  of  the  lall  inadlive 
campaig-n,  it  was  determined  to  fend  a  for- 
midable force,  to  operate  by  fea  and  land,  a- 

originai     eainlt  the  French  in  America  ;  and  he  called 

MS.  .  . 

upon  them  to  raife  '  as  large  bodies  of  men, 
'  within  their  refpeclive  governments,  as  the 
*  number  of  inhabitants  might  allow  ;'  leav- 
ing it  to  them,  to  form  the  regiments  and  to 
appoint  officers  at  their  difcretion.  He  in- 
formed them  that  arms,  ammunition,  tents, 
provifions,  and  boats  would  be  furnifhed 
by  the  Crow^n  ;  and  he  required  the  Colo- 
nies to  levy,  clothe  and  pay  their  men  ;  af^ 
furing  them  that  recommendations  would  be 
made  to  Parliament  '  to  grant  them  a  com- 
penfation.' 
Governot's  Notwithftanding  their  former  lofTes  and 
prociama-  (iifappointments,the  AiTembly  of New-Hamp- 
s.  '  fhire,  on  receiving  this  requisition,  cheerfully 
voted  eight  hundred  men  for  the  fervice  of 
the  year.  The  regiment  commanded  by  Col. 
John  Hart,  marched  to  the  weftward,  and 
ferved  under  General  Abercrombie.  A  body 
of  one  hundred  and  eight  carpenters,  under 
the  conducft  of  Colonel  MefTerve,  embarked 
for  Louifbourg,  to  ferve  at  the  fecond  fiege 
of  that  fortrefs,  under  General  Amherfl,  Un- 
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happily  the  fmall  pox  broke  out  among  them,    1758, 
which   difabled   them  from  lervice  ;  all  but  Amherft's 
iixteen  were  feized  at  once,  and  thefe  attend-  prinu-d 
ed  the  iick.     Mefferve*   and   his  eldeft  fon  june"ai 
died  of  this  fatal  diforder.     This   year   was 
remarkable  for  the  fecond  furrender  of  Louif- 
bourg  ;  the  unfortunate  attack  on  the   lines 
of  Ticonderoga,  where  Lord  Howe  was  kill- 
ed ;  the  taking   of  fort  Frontenac  by    Col. 
Bradftreet,  and   the  deflruclion   of  fort   du 
Ouefne    on   the    Ohio,    the    contention    for 
which,  began  the  war. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  year,  the  Indians  con- 
tinued to  infeft  the  frontiers.  At  Hinfdale, 
they  killed  Capt,  Moore,  and  his  fon,  took  his 
family,  and  burned  his  houfe.  At  Number-  cayv  and 
four,  they  killed  Afahel  Stebbins,  and  took  ms  letters. 
his  wife,  with  Ifaac  Parker  and  a  foldier. 
The  cattle  of  this  expofed  fettlement,  which 
fed  chiefly  in  the  woods,  at  a  diitance  from 
the  fort,  often  ferved  the  enemy  for  provi- 
iions. 

The  next  year,  a  fimilar  requifition  being  1^59 
made  by  Secretary  Pitt,  New-Hampfliire  raif- 
ed  a  thoufand  men  for  the  fervice,  who  were 
regimented  under  tlie  command  of  CoL  Zac- 
cheus  Lovewell,  fon  of  the  famous  partifan, 
who  loll  his  life  at  Pigwacket.  This  regi- 
ment joined  the  army  at  the  weftward,  and 
ferved  under  General  Amherft  in  the  a^ual 
reduclion  of  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point, 

*  Colonel  Meffcrve,  wa3  a  gentlemnn  of  a  fine  mecharical  iTeni(j<!.  Be- 
iDjT  a  Ibipwright  by  proftffion,  he  attained  to  emirence  in  hh  bcGncCs^. 
and  acqnircd  a  handfonc  forruoe.  His  moral  and  fecial  char^iiSer  was 
unblerniflicd,  and^  in  the  milirary  lire,  he  was  highly  rt f^edted.  The  Earl 
of  Loudon  had  fuch  a  fenle  of  his  aicrir,  as  to  prefect  him  3  piece  of  plate, 
with  an  icfcription,  ackowlcdging  'his  capacity^  fidelity,  and  ready  difjjo- 
^  Ctioa,  in  the  fervice  of  his  country.' 

New-ll»snpfliire  Gazette,  No.  97.  . 
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3759,  and  in  building  a  new  fortrefs  at  die  Tail 
place.  The  fuccefs  of  this  fummer  was  bril- 
liant, beyond  former  example.  The  French 
fort  at  Niagara  furrendered  to  General  John- 
fon  ;  and  the  flrong  city  of  Quebec  was  ta- 
ken by  the  Britiih  troops  under  General 
Wolfe,  who,  with  the  French  General  Mont- 
calm, was  flain  in  the  decifive  battle. 

When  the  Britifli  arms  had  obtained  a  de- 
cided fuperiority  over  the  French,  it  was  deter- 
mined to  chaflife  the  Indians  who  had  com- 
mitted fo  many  devafiations  on  the  frontiers 
of  New-England.  Major  Robert  Rogers  was 
difpatched  from  Crown  Point,  by  General 
Amherfl,  with  about  tvv^o  hundred  rangers, 
to  deftroy  the  Indian  village  of  St.  Francis, 
After  a  fatiguing  march  of  twenty-one  days, 
he  came  within  light  of  the  place,  which  he 
d'ifcovered  from  the  top  of  a  tree,  and  halted 
€)&.  3.  his  men  at  the  diflance  of  three  miles.  In 
ftirfcr-^"  ^^^  evening,  he  entered  the  village  in  difguife 
zette,  No,  with  two  of  his  officers.  The  Indians  were 
engaged  in  a  grand  dance,  and  he  pafTed 
through  them  undifcovered.  Having  form- 
ed his  men  into  parties,  and  polled  them  to 
advantage  ;  he  made  a  general  afTauIt^  jufl 
before  day,  whilft  the  Indians  were  afleep. 
They  were  fo  completely  furprifed  that  little 
refiflance  could  be  made.  Some  were  killed 
in  their  houfes  ;  and  of  thofe  who  attempt- 
ed to  flee,  many  were  fhot  or  tomahawked  by- 
parties  placed  at  the  avenues.  The  dawn  of 
day  difclofed  a  horrid  fcene  ;  and  an  edge 
was  given  to  the  fuiy  of  the  alFailants  by  the 
fight  of  feveral  hundred  fcalps  of  their  coun- 
trymen, elevated  on  poles,  and  waving  in  the 
air.     This  village  had  been  enriched  with 
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tlie  plunder  of  the  frontiers  and  the  fale  of  1759. 
captives.  The  houfes  were  well  furnifhed, 
and  the  church  was  adorned  with  plate.  The 
fuddennefs  of  the  attack,  and  the  fear  of  a 
purfuit,  did  not  allow  much  time  for  pillage; 
but  the  rangers  brought  off  fuch  things  as 
were  mod  convenient  for  tranfportation  ; 
among  which  were  about  two  hundred  guin- 
eas in  money,  a  filver  image  weighing  ten 
pounds,  a  large  quantity  of  wampum  and 
clothing.  Having  fet  fire  to  the  village, 
Rogers  m.ade  his  retreat  up  the  river  St.  Fran- 
cis, intending  that  his  men  Ihould  rendezvous 
at  the  upper  Cohos,  on  Connecticut  river. 
They  took  with  them  five  Engliili  prifoners, 
Vv^hom  they  found  at  St.  Francis,  and  about 
twenty  Indians  ;  but  thefe  lail  they  difmiiT- 
ed.  Of  the  rangers,  one  man  only  was  kill- 
ed ;  and  fix  or  feven  were  wounded.  In  their 
retreat,  they  were  purfued,  and  loft  feven 
men.  They  kept  in  a  body  for  about  ten 
days,  pafling  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  lake  Mem- 
frimagog,  and  then  fcattered.  Some  found 
their  way  to  Number-four,  after  having  fuf- 
fered  much  by  hunger  and  fatigue.  Others 
perifhed  in  the  v^^oods,  and  their  bones  were 
found  near  Conneclicut  river,  by  the  people, 
who  after  feveral  years  began  plantations  at 
the  Upper  Cohos. 

After  the  taking  of  Quebec,  the  remainder 
of  the  feafon  was  too  Ihort  to  complete  the 
rcducflion  of  Canada.  The  next  fummer  j^jqq 
General  Amherft  made  preparations  to  ap- 
proach Montreal,  by  three  different  routes  j 
intending,  with  equal  prudence  and  human- 
ity, to  finifli  the  conqueft,  without  the  effu- 
fion  of  blood.     For  the  fervice  of  tins  year^, 
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1760,    eight   hundred   men  were   raifed    in  New- 

Hampiliire,  and  put  under  the  command  of 

Col.  John  GofFe.    They  marched,  as  ufual,  to 

Number-four  ;  but  inflead  of  taking  the  old 

route,  to  Albany,  they  cut  a  road*  through 

the  woods,  diredly  toward  Crown  Point.     In 

this  work  they  made  fuch  difpatch,  as  to  join 

July  31.     that  part  of  the  army   which   Amherfl    had 

left  at  Crown  Point,  twelve  days  before  their 

^^    ^^     embarkation.     They    proceeded    down    the 

lake,  under  the  command  of  Col.  Plaviland, 

tocE  MS  The  enemy  made   fome  refiflanee  at  Ifle  au 

journaj.      Noix,  wliich  flopped  their  progrefs  for  fome 

days,  and  a  few  men  were  lofl  on  both  fides. 

But  this  pofl  being  deferted,  theforts  of  St. 

John  and  Chamblee  became  an  eafy  conquefl:, 

apt.  3,     and  finally  Montreal  capitulated.     This  event 

finiflied  the  campaign,  and  crowned  Amherft 

with  deferved  laurels. 

Whilfl  the  New-Hampfhire  regiment  was 
employed  in  cutting  the  new  road  ;  figns  of 
hovering  Indians  were  frequently  difcovered, 
though  none  were  actually  fecn.  But  they 
took  the  family  of  Jofeph  Willard,from  Num- 
oicotc's  ber-four,  and  carried  them  into  Montreal,  jufl 
before  it  was  invefted  by  the  Britifli  army. 

The  conquefl  of  Canada,  gave  peace  to  the 
frontiers  of  New-Hampihire,  after  a  turbu- 
lent fcene  of  fifteen  years  ;  in  which,  with 
very  little  intermifhon,  they  had  been  dif 
treifed  by  the  enemy.  Many  captives  return- 

•  This  new  road  bepan  af  Wi'ntworth'is  ferry,  two  miles~  above  ihe 
fort  at  No.  4,  end  was  cut  26  n'.i!e3  ;  at  rbe  end  of  which,  they  found  a 
path,  made  tht  year  before  ;  in  which  they  palled  over  the  tnouDtains,  to 
Otter  Crtek  ;  where  they  found  a  good  road,  which  led  to  Crown  Point. 
Their  (lores  were  brouxht  in  waggons,  as  far  as  the  26  miles  extended  ; 
and  then  tranfported  on  horfe'  over  the  mountains.  A  drove  of  cattle  (ov 
abe  fupplj  of  the  army  went  from  No.  4,  by  this  route,  to  Crown  Point. 
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ed  to  their  homes  ;  and  friends  who  had  long  1760. 
been  feparated,  embraced  each  other  in  peace. 
The  joy  was  heightened  by  this  confideration, 
that  the  country  of  Canada,  being  fubdued, 
could  no  longer  be  a  fource  of  terror  and  dif- 
trefs. 

The  expenfe  of  this  war,  was  paid  by  a  pa- 
per currency.  Though  an  adl  of  Parliament 
was  paiTed  in  1751,  prohibiting  the  Gover- 
nors, from  giving  their  affent  to  acSts  of  Af- 
fembly,  made  for  fuch  a  purpofe  ;  yet  by  a 
provifo,  extraordinary  emergencies  v/ere  ex- 
cepted. Governor  Wentworth  was  flow  to 
take  advantage  of  this  provifo,  and  conilrucd 
the  act  in  a  more  rigid  ienie  than  others  ; 
but  his  friend  Shirley  helped  him  out  of  his 
difficulties.  In  1755  paper  bills  were  iffued 
under  the  denomination  of  new  tenor  ;  of 
which,  fifteen  Ihlllings  v/ere  equal  in  value 
to  one  dollar.  Of  this  currency,  the  fbldiers 
were  promifed  thirteen  pounds  ten  fliillings 
per  month  ;  but  it  depreciated  fo  much  in 
the  courfe  of  the  year,  that  in  the  mufler 
rolls,  their  pay  was  made  up  at  fifteen  pounds. 
In  1756  there  was  another  emiffion  from  the 
•  fame  plates,  and  their  pay  was  eighteen 
pounds.  In  1757,  it  was  twenty-five  pounds. 
In  1758,  they  had  twenty-feven  {hillings  t^tuX 
flerling.  In  the  three  fucceeding  years,  they 
had  thirty  fliillings  fterling,  befides  a  bounty 
at  the  time  of  their  inliftment,  equal  to  one 
month's  pay.  At  length  flerling  money  be- 
came the  ftandard  of  all  contracts  ;  and 
though  the  paper  continued  pafTing  as  a  cur- 
rency, its  value  was  regulated  by  the  price  of 
filver,  and  the  courfe  of  exchange. 

It  ought  to  be  remembered  as  a  fignal  fa- 


238  HISTORY  or 

1760.    vor  of  divine  Providence  ;  that  during  this 
war,  the  feafons  were  fruitful,  and  the  Colo- 
nies were  able  to  fupply  their  own  troops  with 
provifions,  and  the  Britifh  fleets  and   armies 
with  refrefhments  of  every  kind  which  they 
,^«,   needed.     No  fooner  were  the  operations  of 
^^     the  war  in  the  northern  Colonies  ciofed,  than 
two  years  of  fcarcity  fucceeded  ;  (1761  and 
1762)  in  which  the  drought  of  fummer  was 
fo  fevere,  as  to  cut  fliort  the  crops,  and  ren- 
der fupplies  from  abroad  abfolutely  neceflary. 
Had  this  calamity  attended  any  of  the   pre- 
ceding years  of  the  war,  the  diftrefs   muft 
have  been  extreme,  both  at  home  and  in  the 
camp.     During  the  drought  of  1761,   a  fire 
raged  in  the  woods,  in  the  towns  of  Barring- 
ton  and  Rochefter,  and  pafTcd  over  into  the 
county  of  York,  burning  with  irrciiftible  fu- 
ry for  feveral  weeks,  and  was  not  extingullh- 
ed  till  a  plentiful  rain  fell,  in  Auguft.     An 
immenfe  quantity  of  the  beft  timber  was  de- 
ftroycd  by  this  conflagration. 

For  the  fucceeding  part  of  the  war,  a 
1762.  {lualler  body  of  men  was  required  to  garrifon 
the  new  conquefts  ;  whilft  the  Britifli  troops 
were  employed  in  the  Weft  India  iflands. 
The  fuccefs  which  attended  their  operations 
m  that  quarter,  brought  the  war  to  a  conclu- 
fion  ;  and  by  the  treaty  of  peace,  though 
many  of  the  conquered  places  were  reftored, 
yet,  the  v/hole  continent  of  North  America 
remained  to  the  Britifh  Crown,  and  the  Colo- 
nics received  a  reimburfement  of  their  ex- 
pcnfes. 

The  war  being  ciofed,  a  large  and  valuable 
tracl  of  country,  fltuated  between  New-Eng- 
land, New-York  and  Canada,  was  fecured  to 
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the  Britifli  dominions  ;  and  it  became  the    1762. 
intereft  of  the  Governors  of  both  the  royal 
Provinces  of  New-Hampfhire  and  New- York, 
to  vie  with  each  other,  in  granting  this  terri- 
tory and  receiving  the  emoluments   ariiing 
from  this  lucrative  branch  of  their  refpedlive 
offices.     The  feeds    of  a  controverfy  on  this 
fubjecl  had  been  already  fown.     During  the 
fhort  peace  vv^hich   followed  the  preceding 
war,  Governor  Wentworth  wrote  to  Govern-    1749„ 
or  Clinton,  that  he  had  it  in  command  from  j^^^.  ^^ ;, 
the  King, to  grant  the  unimproved  lands  with-  ^^^^^.^ 
in  his  government ;  that  the  Vv'ar  had  prevent-  minutes, 
ed  that  progrefs,  which  he    had  hoped  for  in 
this  bufiiiefs  ;  but  that  the  peace  had  induced 
many  people,  to  apply  for  grants  in  the  wefl- 
ern  parts  of  New-Hampfhire,  which  might  ^^  ^.^^^ 
£ill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  New-York.  He  f"-*""^ 

9  ,   .  \  C    \  '      i'arratire. 

communicated  to   hnn  a  paragraph   or  nis  Appendix, 
commiilion,  difcribing  the  bounds  of  New-^**--'^- 
Hamplhire,  and  requefled  of  him  a  defcrip- 
tion  of  the  bounds  of  New- York.     Before  he 
received  any  anfwer  to  this  letter  ;  Wcnt- 
worth,prefuming  that  New-Hampfliire  ought 
to  extend  as  far  weftward  as  Maffachufetts  • 
that  is  to  the  dlftance  of  twenty  miles  eaft 
from  Hudfon's  river,  granted  a  townfliip,  fix 
miles    fquare,    called    Bennington  ;    iituate 
twenty-four  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon's  river,  and    1750:^ 
fix  miles  north  of  the  line  of  Maffachufetts. 
Clinton  having  laid   Wentworth's  letter  be-  ^  ^^^  _ 
fore  the  Council  of  New- York  ;  by  their  ad-  fhn-e  book 
vice   anfwered   him,    that  the   Province    of° 
New- York  was  bounded  eafterly  by  Connec- 
ticut river.      This  claim  was  founded  on  a 
grant  of  King  Charles  the  fecond  ;  in  which, 
'  all  the  land  from  the  weft  fide  of  Connedi- 
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1750.  '  cut  river,  to  the  eaft  fide  of  Delaware  bay/ 
was  conveyed  to  his  brother  James,  Duke  of 
York  ;  by  whofe  elevation  to  the  throne, 
the  fame  tradl  merged  in  the  crown  of  Eng- 
land,and  defcended  at  the  Revolution  to  King 
William  and  his  fuccelTors.  The  Province  of 
New- York  had  formerly  urged  this  claim 
againft  the  Colony  of  Connedlicut ;  bat  for 
prudential  reafons  had  conceded  that  the 
'  bounds  of  that  Colony  fliould  extend,  as  far 
as  a  line  drav/n  twenty  miles  ea(l  of  Hud- 
fon's  river.  The  like  extent  was  demanded 
by  MaiTachufetts  ;  and,  though  New-York 
affedled  to  call  this  demand  '  an  intrufion,' 
and  flrenuouily  urged  their  r^ght  to  extend 
eaftward  to  Connedlicut  river  ;  yet  the  origi- 
nal grant  of  Maffachufetts,  being  prior  to  that 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  was  a  barrier  which 
could  not  eaiily  be  broken.  Thefe  reafons, 
however,  it  was  faid,  could  be  of  no  avail  to 
the  caufe  of  New-Hampfliire,  whofe  firft  lim- 
its, as  defcribed  in  Mafon's  patent,  did  not 
reach  to  Connetflicut  river  ;  and  whofe  late 
extent,  by  the  fettlement  of  the  lines  in  1741, 
was  no  farther  weflward  than  '  till  it  meets 
<  with  the  King's  other  governments.'  Though 
it  was  agreed,  between  the  two  Governors,  to 
fubmit  the  point  in  controverfy  to  the  King  ; 
yet  the  Governor  of  New-Hampfhire,  contin- 
ued to  make  grants,  on  the  weftern  fide  of 
Connedlicut  river,  till  1754  ;  when  the  re- 
newal ot  hoililities  not  only  put  a  flop  to  ap- 

1754.    plications  ;  but  prevented  any  determination 
of  the  controverfy  by  the  Crown. 

During  the  war,  the  continual  pafTuig  of 
troops  through  thofe  lands,  caufed  the  value 
of  them  to  be  more  generally  known  ;  and 
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when  by  the  conquefl  of  Canada,  tranquillity    1754. 
was  leftored,    they  were   eagerly  fought  by 
adventurers    and    fpeculators.      Wentworth 
availed   hinif^lf  of  this  golden  opportunity, 
and  by  advice  of  his  Council,  ordered  a  fur- 
vey  to  be  made  of  Connetflicut  river  for  lix- 
ty   miles,  and  three  lines  of  townihips   on     i>jp^ 
each  fide,  to  be  laid  out.     As  applications  in- 
creafed,  the  furveys  were  extended.     Town-  J"'^  *• 
fhips  of  lix  miles  Iquare  were  granted  to  va- 
rious   petiticr.ers  ;  and   fo   rapidly   did   this 
work  go  on,  that  during  the  year  1761,  not 
lefs  than  fi7:ty  townfhips  were  granted  on  the 
weft,  and  eighteen  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river. 
Befides  the  fees  and  prefents  for  thefe  grants, 
which  were  undefined  ;    a  refervation  was 
made  for  the    Governor,   of  five    hundred 
acres  in  each  townihip  ;  and  of  lots  for  pub- 
lic purpofes.     Thefe  refervations  were  clear  ms.'"^°"* 
of  all  fees  and  charges.     The  whole  number     1^53 
of  grants  on   the  weftern  fide  of  the   river, 
amounted  to  one  hundred  and  thirty-eight ; 
and  the  extent  was  from  Conneiflicut  river  to 
twenty  miles  eaft  of  Hudfon,  as  tar  as  that 
river   extended   northerly  ;  and   after    that, 
wellward    to  Lake   Champlain,     The  rapid 
progrefs  of  thefe  grants   filled  the  cofters  of 
the  Governor.     Thofe  who  had  obtained  th& 
grants    were  feeking   purchafers   in   all   die 
neighbouring  Colonies  ;  whiift  the  original 
inhabitants    of  New-Hampfliirc,    to   whom 
thefe  lands  had  formerly  been  promifed,  as  a 
reward  for  their  merit  in  defending  the  coun- 
try, were  overlooked  in  the  dillribution  j  un- 
lefs  they  were  difpofed  to  apply  in  the  fame 
manner,  as  perfons  from   abroad  5  or  unlefi 
they  happened  to  be  in  favcr.      When    re- 
G  G 
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1763.  monftrances  were  made  to  the  Governor  on 
itiforma-  tliis  fubjecfl;,  li'is  aiilwer  was,  that  the  peopls 
Sp^  cfi-  ^^  t^^  ^^^  towns  had  been  formerly  compli- 
man  and     mented  with  erants  in   Chicheftcr,  Barnfted 

and  Gilraantown,  which  they  had  negled:ed 
to  improve  ;  and  that  the  new  grantees  were 
better  hulbandmen  and  would  promote  the 
cultivation  of  the  Province. 

l^he  paffion  for  occupying  nev/  lands  rofs 
to  a  great  height.  Thefe  tracfls  were  filled 
with  emigrants  from  MalTachufetts  and  Con- 
nedlicut.  Population  and  cultivation  began 
to  increafe  with  a  rapidity  hitherto  un- 
known ;  and  from  this  time  may  be  dated 
the  fiouriihing  Hate  of  New-Ham pfliire  ; 
which  before  had  been  circumfcribed  and 
Hinted  in  its  growth,  by  the  continual  dan- 
ger of  a  favage  enemy. 

The   grants   on   the   weflern  fide  of  Con- 
ne6licut   river,  alarmed   the   government  of 
New- York  ;  who,  by  their  agent,  made  appli- 
cation to    the   Crown,   reprefenting  '  that  it 
Htban  A]'  '  would   bc   greatly   to  the  advantage  of  t/je 
irltive  iy74, '  pcoplc  fettled  ou  thofc  lauds,  to  be  annexed 
page  I.       i  f.(^  New- York  ;'  and  fubmitting  the  caufe  to 
the  royal  decifion.     In  the  mean  time,  a  pro- 
Dec.  28.     clamation  was  iffued  by  Lieutenant  Governor 
Golden,  reciting  the  grant  of  King  Charles 
to  the  Duke  of  York  ;  afierting  the  jurifdic- 
tion  of  New- York  as  far  eaftward  as  Connec- 
ticut river  ;  and  enjoining  the  Sheriff  of  the 
County  of  Albany,  to  return  the  names  of  all 
perfons,  wdio,  under  color  of  the  New-Hamp- 

1764.  ^^^^'^   grants,   held  poflefTion  of  lands  weft- 
ward  of  that  river.     This  was  anfwered  by  a 

Marsh  13    proclamation  of  Governor  Wentworth,  de- 
claring the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York  to  be 
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(©bfolete,  and  that  the  weflern  bounds  of  1764.. 
New-Hamplhire  were  co-extenfive  with  thofe 
ot  MafTachufetts  and  Connedicut ;  encou- 
raging the  grantees  to  maintain  their  pofTef- 
fions,  and  cultivate  their  lands  ;  and  com- 
manding civil  officers  to  execute  the  laws  and 
punilli  difturbers  of  the  peace. 

The  application  from  New- York  was  re-  j^y  ,c 
ferred  to  the  Board  of  Trade  ;  and  upon  °'^s'«a8 
their  reprefentation,  feconded  by  a  report  of 
a  committe  of  the  privy  council,  an  order 
was  palTed,  by  the  King  in  Council.;  declar- 
ing '  the  weftern  banks  of  Conne(!n:icut  river, 
'  from  where  it  enters  the  Province  of  Mafla- 
'  chufetts  Bay,  as  far  north  as  the  forty-fifth 
'  degree  of  latitude,  TO  BE  the  boundary 
*  line,  between  the  two  Provinces  of  New- 
'  Hamplliire  and  New- York.' 

This  decree,  like  many  other  judicial  de- 
terminations, while  it  doled  one  controverfy, 
opened  another.  The  jurifdidion  of  the 
Governor  of  New-Hamplhire,  and  his  power 
of  granting  land,  were  circumfcribed  by  the 
weftern  baixk  of  Connedicrit  river  ;  but  the 
grantees  of  the  foil,found  themfelves  involved 
in  a  difpute  with  the  government  of  New- 
York.  From  the  words  TO  BE,  in  the  royal 
declaration,  tv^o  very  oppofite  conclufions 
were  drawn.  The  government  fuppofed 
them  to  refer  to  the  time  paft,  and  conftrued 
them  as  a  declaration  that  the  river  always 
had  been  the  eaftern  limits  of  New- York  ; 
confequently,  that  the  grants  made  by  the 
Governor  of  New-Hamplhire,  were  invalid, 
and  that  the  lands  might  be  granted  again. 
The  grantees  underftood  the  words  in  the  fu- 
ture tenfe,   as   declaring   Connedicut  rive^ 
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1764.  from  that  time  to  be  the  line  of  jurifdidion 
only,  between  the  two  provinces  ;  confe- 
quently  that  their  grants,  being  derived  from 
the  Crown,  through  the  medium  of  one  of  its- 
Governors,  were  valid.  To  the  jurifdidion, 
they  would  have  quietly  fubmitted,  had  no 
attempt  been  made  to  wrell  from  them  their 
pofFelfions.  Thefe  oppoHte  opinions,  proved 
a  fource  of  litigation  for  ten  fucceeding  years; 
but,  as  this  controverfy  belongs  to  the  hillory 
of  New- York,  it  is  diimiffed,  with  one  re- 
mark only.  That  though  it  was  carried  on 
with  a  degree  of  virulence,  unfriendly  to  the 
progrefs  of  civilization  and  humanity,  with- 
in the  difputed  territory  ;  yet  it  called  into 
adion,  a  fpirit  of  vigorous  felf  defence,  and 
hardy  enterprife,  which  prepared  the  nerves 
of  that  people  for  encountering  the  dangers 
of  a  revolution,  more  extenfxve  and  bene- 
ficial. 
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CHAP.    XXIII. 


Begifim'ftg  of  the  controvsrf^   ivith    Great-Britain.     Siatfip   adt 
Rejignation  of  JBrnning   I'V en i worth. 

From  the  earllefl  eftablifiiment  of 
the  American  Colonies,  a  jealoufy  of  their 
independence  had  exiited  among  the  people 
of  Great-Britain.  At  firil,  this  apprehenfion 
was  perhaps  no  more  than  a  conjedture  found-^ 
ed  on  the  vicifTitude  of  human  affairs,  or  on 
their  knowledge  of  thofe  emigrants  who  came 
away  from  England,  difgufted  with  the  abu- 
five  treatment  which  they  had  endured  at 
home.  But  from  whatever  caufe  it  arofe,  it 
was  flrengthened  by  age  ;  and  the  conduct 
of  the  Britifh  government  toward  America, 
was  frequently  influenced  by  it.  In  the 
reign  of  James  the  firil,  '  fpeculative  reafon- 

*  ers  raifed  objedlions  to  the  planting  of  thefe  Hums. 

*  Colonies  ;  and  foretold,  that  after  draining 

*  the  mother  country  of  inhabitants,  they 
'  would  fhake  off  her  yoke  and  ere(5l  an  in- 
'  dependent  government,'  Some  traces  of  this 
jealoufy  appeared  in  every  fucceeding  reign,  ^^^  ^^j 
no*"  excepting  that  of  William,  whom  Amer- 
ica, as  well  as  Britain,  was  proud   to  ftyle 

*  our  great  deliverer.'  But  it  became  moil: 
evident,  and  began  to  produce  its  moil  perni- 
cious effedls,  at  a  time  when  there  was  the 
lead  reafon  for  indulging  the  idea. 

During  the  adminillration  of  Pitt,  a  lib- 
eral kind  of  policy  had  been  adopted  toward 
the  Colonies ;  which  being  crowned  with  fuc°- 
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cefs,  had  attached  us*  more  firmly  than  ever, 
to  the  kingdom  of  Britain.  We  were  proud 
of  our  connexion  with  a  nation  whofe  flag 
was  triumphant  in  every  quarter  of  the  globe; 
and  by  whofe  affiftance  we  had  been  deliver- 
ed from  the  danger  of  our  mod  formidable 
enemies,  the  French  in  Canada.  The  accef- 
1760.  ^Qn  of  George  the  third,  at  this  critical  and 
important  era,  was  celebrated  here,  with  as 
true  a  zeal  and  loyalty,  as  in  any  part  of  his 
dominions.  We  were  fond  of  repeating  every 
plaudit,  which  the  ardent  affedlion  of  the 
Britifli  nation  beflowed  on  a  young  monarch, 
riiing  to  the  throne  of  his  anceflors,  and  pro- 
feiling  to  '  glory  in  the  name  of  Briton.'  At 
fuch  a  time,  nothing  could  have  been  more 
eafy,  than  by  purfuing  the  fyllem  of  com- 
mercial regulation,  already  eftabliflied,  and 
continuing  the  indulgencies  which  had  been 
allowed,  to  have  drawn  the  whole  profit  of 
our  labor  and  trade,  into  the  hands  of  Britifli 
merchants  and  manufadlurers.  This  would 
have  prevented  a  fpirit  of  enterprife  in  the 
Colonies,  and  kept  us  in  as  complete  fubjec- 
tion  and  dependence,  as  the  mofl:  fanguine 
friend  of  the  Britifli  nation  could  have  wiflied. 
1763  ^^  hcid,  among  curfelves,  a  fet  of  men, 
Bernard's  wlio,  ambitious  of  perpetuating  the  rank  of 
ters*^*'''  their  families,  w^ere  privately  feeking  the  ef^ 
tablifliment  of  an  American  Nobility  ;  out  of 
fiver's      which-  Ru  intermediate  branch  of  legiflation, 

Jctters  . 

between  the  royal  and  democratic  powers, 
fliould  be  appointed.  Plans  wei'e  drawn,  and 
prefented  to  the   Britifli  miniftry,  for   new 

•  Though  it  may  be  accounted  a  deviation  from  the  proper  ftyle  of  hif- 
tory,  for  th^  author  to  fpeak  in  the  firft  pcrfon  ;  yet  he  hopes  to  be  fxcuf- 
«>i  in  ctpreiriiijr  the  feelinf»s  of  an  American,  whil'.l  be  relates  the  hiftorj 
of  his  own  time,  aad  his  own  ccuutry. 
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modeling  our  governments,  and  reducing  IIGS-. 
their  powers  ;  whilft  the  authority  of  Parlia- 
ment fhould  be  rendered  abfolute  and  im- 
perial. The  military  Gentlemen  of  Britain^ 
who  had  ferved  here  in  the  war,  and  on  whom, 
a  profufion  of  grateful  attention  had  been  be- 
llowed, carried  home  reports  of  our  wealthy 
whilft  the  fons  of  our  merchants  and  planters, 
who  went  to  England  for  their  education, 
exhibited  fpecimens  of  prodigality  which  con- 
firmed the  idea.  During  the  war,  there  had 
been  a  great  influx  of  money ;  and  at  the 
conclufion  of  it,  Britilh  goods  were  largely 
imported  ;  by  which  means,  the  cafh  went 
back  again  with  a  rapid  circulation. 

In  no  age,  perhaps,  excepting  that  in  which 
Rome  loft  her  liberty,  was  the  fpirit  of  venal-  ^l^  Zlmh 
ity  and  corruption  fo  prevalent  as  at  this  time,  ^^^^^J^^l 
in  Britain.  Iixhaufted  by  a  long  war,  and 
difgraced  by  a  peace  which  deprived  her  of 
her  moft  valuable  conquefts,  the  national  fup- 
plies  were  inadequate  to  the  continual  drain 
of  the  exchequer.  A  new  miniftry,  raifed 
on  the  ruin  of  that  by  which  America  was 
conquered  and  fecured,  looked  to  this  coun- 
try as  a  fource  of  revenue.  But,  negledling 
the  '  principles  of  law  and  polity,'  which  had  Pcmard^* 
been  early  fuggefted  ta  them  by  an  officious  te^,. 
eorrefpondent ;  and  by  which  they  might 
have  gradually  and  filently  extended  their 
fyftem  of  corruption  into  America;  they  plan- 
ned meafures  by  which  they  fappofed  an  ad- 
dition to  the  revenues  of  Britain  might  be 
drawn  from  America  ;  and  the  pretence  was, 
*  to  defray  the  expenfes  of  protecting,  defend- 
*ing  and  fecuring  it.'  The  fallacy  of  this 
pretence  was  eafily  {q^ii.     If  %ve  had  not  done 
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1763.  our  part  toward  the  protedlion  and  defence 
of  our  country,  why  were  our  expenditures 
reimburfed  by  Parliament  ?  The  truth  is, 
that  during  the  whole  war,  we  had  exerted 
ourfelves  beyond  our  ability  ;  relying  on  a 
promife  from  a  Secretary  of  State,  that  it 
Ihould  be  recommended  to  Parliament  to  make 
us  compenfation.  It  was  recommended;  the 
compenfation  was  honorably  granted,  and 
gratefully  received.  The  idea  of  drawing 
that  money  from  us  again  by  taxes  to  repay 
the  charges  of  our  former  defence,  was  unjuft. 
and  inconfiftent.  If  the  new  conquefts  need- 
ed protecftion  or  defence,  thofe  who  reaped 
the  gain  of  their  commerce,  or  enjoyed  the 
benefit  of  grants  and  offices  within  thofe  ter- 
ritories, might  be  required  to  contribute  their 
aid.  Notwithflanding  this  pretext,  it  was  om* 
opinion,  that  the  grand  obje6l  was  to  provide 
for  dependents,  and  to  extend  the  corrupt  and 
venal  principle  of  crown  influence,  through 
-every  part  of  the  Eritifh  dominions.  How- 
ever artfully  it  was  thrown  out,  that  the  rev- 
enue to  be  drawn  from  us  would  eafe  the  tax- 
es of  our  brethren  in  Britain,  or  diminifh  the 
load  of  national  debt ;  it  was  not  eafy  for  us 
to  believe  that  the  miniitry  had  either  of  thefe 
objeds  fincereiy  in  contemplation.  But  if 
it  had  been  ever  fo  equitable  that  w^e  fhould 
contribute  to  difcharge  the  debt  of  the  nation, 
incurred  by  the  preceding  war  ;  we  fuppofed 
that  the  monopoly  and  control  of  our  com- 
merce, which  Britain  enjoyed,  was  a  full 
equivalent  for  all  the  advantages,  which  we 
reaped  from  our  political  connexion  with  her. 
The  fame  gazette,  which  contained  the  de- 
finitive treaty  of  peace,  announced  the  intcn- 
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tions  of  the  Britifli  mmiflry  to  quarter  troops  1763. 
in  America,  and  fupport  them  at  our  expenfe.  JJ:  ^^^^^ 
The  money  was  to  be  ralfed  by  a  duty  on  May  a?. 
foreign  fugar  and  molafTes,  and  by  (lamps  on 
all  papers  legal  and  mercantile.  Thefe  in- 
tentions were  at  firft  thrown  out  in  the  form 
of  refblves,  and  afterward  digefted  into  a6ts 
of  Parliament.  The  firft  of  thefe  adls,  re-  i^pA 
ftri (fling  the  intercourfe  which  the  American 
Colonies  had  enjoyed  with  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  caufed  a  general  uneaftnefs  and  fuf- 
picion,  but  was  viewed  as  a  regulation  of 
trade,  and  was  fubmitted  to,  though  with  re- 
lu(5lance.  The  cfFed:  of  this  a(5l  was  to  call 
forth  a  fplrit  of  frugality,  particularly  in  the 
introdu6lion  of  a  lefs  expenfive  mode  of  con- 
dutfting  funerals.  Petitions  and  remonftran- 
ces  were  fent  to  England  by  fome  of  the  Col-  i  <o4. 
onies  ;  but  inftead  of  any  redrefs,  a  new  a(5l 
of  Parliament  v^as  made  for  railing  a  reve- 
nue by  a  general  ftamp  duty  through  all  the 
American  Colonies.  The  true  friends  of  con- 
ftitutional  liberty  now  faw  their  deareft  in- 
terefts  in  danger  ;  from  an  aiTumption  of 
power  in  the  parent  ftate  to  give  and  grant 
the  property  of  the  colonifts  at  their  pleafure. 
Even  thofe  who  had  been  feeking  alterations 
in  the  colonial  governments,  and  an  eftablifli- 
ment  of  hereditary  honors,  plainly  faw  that 
the  miniftry  were  defirous  of  plucking  the  f^ieTLc* 
fruit,  before  they  had  grafted  the  ftock  on  '^"• 
which  it  muft  grow.  To  render  the  new  adl 
lefs  odious  to  us,  fome  of  our  fellow  citizens 
were  appointed  to  diftribute  the  ftamped  pa- 
per, which  v/as  prepared  in  England  and 
brought  over  in  bales.  The  framers  of  the 
a6l  boafted  that  it  was  fo  contrived  as  to  ex- 
H  H 
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1765,  ccute  itfelf ;  bccanfe  no  writing  could  be 
deemed  legal  without  the  liamp  ;  and  all 
controveriies  which  might  arife,  were  to  be 
determined  in  the  Courts  of  Admiralty,  by  a 
fingle  judge,  entirely  dependent  on  the 
Crown. 

This  dired  and  violent  attack  on  our  dear- 
eft  privileges  at  firil  threw    us    into  a   filent 
gloom  ;  and  we  were  at  a  lofs  how  to  proceed. 
To  fubmit,  was  to  rivet  the  fliackles  of  flave- 
ry   on  ourfelves  and  our  pofterity.     To  re- 
volt, was  to  rend  afiindei:  the  moil  endearing  • 
connexion,  and  hazard  the  reientment  of  a 
o     powerful  nation.  In  this  dik'mma,  the  Houfe 
Oi  Burgefies  m  X^n-gmia,  palled  lome  ipirited 
refolves,  afferting  the  rights  of  their  country, 
and  denying  the  claim  of  parliamentary  tax- 
ation.    The  AlTembly  of  Maffachufetts  pro- 
^""'  ^'      pofed  a  Congrefs  of  Deputies  from  each  Col- 
ony, to  confult  upon  our  common  intere{t,as 
had  frequently   been   praclifed   in  times  of 
common  danger.     Several  fpeeches  made  in 
Parliament    by    oppofers    of  the    ftamp-a<5l 
were  reprinted  here  ;  in   one  of  which   the 
Col.  Barre.  Americans  were  ftyled  '  Sons  of  liberty,'  and 
the    fpeaker    ventured,    from    his    perfonal 
knowledge  of  this  country,  to  foretel  our  op- 
poiition  to  the  ad:. 

The  fpirit  of  the  Virginian  refolves,  like  an 
eledric  fpark,  diffuled  itfelf  inftantly  and 
univerfally  ;  and  the  cautious  propofil  of 
Mailacliufetts  was  generally  approved.  The 
anxious  mind,  reding  on  the  bold  aflertion  of 
conftitutional  rights,  looked  forward  with 
plealure,  to  the  time  when  an  American  Con- 
grefs would  unite  in  a  fuccefsful  defence  of 
them,.     The  title  '  Sons  of  liberty,'  was  ea- 
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gerly  adopted  by  afTociations  in  every  Colony ;  1765. 
determining  to  carry  into  execution  the  pre- 
di6lion  of  him,  who  with  fuch  noble  energy, 
had  efpoufed  the  caufe  of  our  freedom.  They 
began  the  oppofition  at  Bolton  ;  by  publicly 
exhibiting  effigies  ot  the  enemies  of  America, 
and  obliging  the  ilamp-officer  to  reiign  his 
employment.  The  popular  commotions  in 
that  town  were  afterward  carried  to  an  un- 
jufUfiable  excefs  ;  but  the  fpirit  ot  oppoli- 
tion  animated  the  body  of  the  people  in  every 
Colony. 

The  perfon  appointed  difbributor  of  ftamps 
for  New-PIampihire,  was  George  Meilerve, 
fon  of  the  late  Colonel,  who  died  at  Louif- 
bourg.  He  received  his  appointment  in  Eng- 
land, and  foon  after  embarked  for  America, 
and  arrived  at  Bollon.  Before  he  landed,  he  Sept.  9. 
was  informed  of  the  oppofition  which  was 
making  to  the  act  ;  and  that  it  would  be  ac- 
ceptable to  the  people  if  he  would  refign, 
v/hich  he  readily  did.,  and  they  welcomed 
him  on  fliore.  An  exhibition  of  effigies  at  scpf.  iz. 
Portlmouth  had  prepared  the  minds  of  the 
people  there  for  his  reception;  and  at  his  ^^'"*  ^  * 
coming  to  town  he  made  a  fecond  rehgnation, 
on  the  parade,  before  he  went  to  his  own 
houfe.  This  was  accented  with  the  ufual 
falutation  ;  and  every  one  appeared  to  be  fat-  Sept.  30. 
isfied  with  the  faccefs  of  the  popular  meaf- 
ures.  Soon  after,  the  ftamped  paper  defdned 
for  New-Hampffiire  arrived  at  Bofton  in  the 
fame  velTel  with  that  intended  for  Maffachu- 
fetts  ;  but  there  being  no  perfon  in  either 
Province  who  had  any  concern  with  it,  it  was, 
by  order  of  Governor  Bernard,  lodged  in  the 
caftle. 
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1765.  The  flamp-a(5l  was  to  commence  its  ope- 
ration on  the  firft  day  of  November  ;  pre- 
vioufly  to  which  the  appointed  Congrefs  was 
formed  at  New-York,  confiding  of  delegates 
from  the  Ailemblies  of  Maffachufetts,  Rhode- 
Ifland,  Connedlicut,  New- York,  New-Jerfey, 
Pennfylvania,  the  Delaware  Counties,  Mary- 
land and  South-Carolina.  Having,  like  the 
Congrefs  at  Albany  in  1754,  formed  them- 
felves  in  geographical  order  ;  they  framed 
a  bill  of  rights,  for  the  Colonies  ;  in  which 
the  fole  power  of  taxation  was  declared  to  be 
in  their  own  aflemblies.  lliey  prepared 
three  diftin^l  addrefTes  to  the  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  dating  their  grievances,  and  afk- 
ing  for  redrefs.  Thefe  were  fubfcribed  by 
the  delegates  of  fix  colonies  ;  the  others  who 
were  prefent  were  not  empowered  to  lign  ; 
but  reported  their  proceedings  to  their  con- 
flituents,  who  approved  them  in  AiTembly, 
and  forwarded  their  petitions.  No  delegates 
went  from  New-Hampfliire  to  this  Congrefs; 
but  the  AfTembly  at  their  next  meeting  adopt- 
ed the  fame  meafiires,  and  fent  fimilar  peti- 

^^   ,,      tions  to   England,  which  they  committed  to 
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Records.  Barlow  Trecothick,  their  agent,  and  John 
Wentworth,  a  young  gentleman  of  Portf- 
mouth,  who  was  then  in  England,  to  be  by 
them  prefented  to  the  King  and  Parliament. 
Thefe  meafures  were  the  mod  refpecftful  and 
prudent  which  could  be  devifed  ;  and  were 
attended  with  fome  profpe6l  of  fuccefs  from 
a  change  which  had  been  made  in  the  Britifh 
mini  dry. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  newfpapers  were  fill- 
ed with  efTays,  in  which  every  plea  for  and 
againd  the  new  duties  was  amply  difcuiTed. 
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Thefe  vehicles  of  intelligence  were  doomed  1765, 
to  be  loaded  with  a  ftamp  ;  and  the  printers 
felt  themfelves  interefted  in  the  oppoiition. 
On  the  lafl  day  of  Odober,  the  New-Hamp- 
fhire  Gazette  appeared  with  a  mourning  bor- 
der. A  body  of  people  from  the  country 
approached  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  under 
an  apprehenfion  that  the  (lamps  would  be  dif- 
tributed  ;  but  being  met,  by  a  number  from 
the  town,  and  allured  that  no  liich  thing  was 
intended,  they  quietly  returned.  The  next 
day,  the  bells  toiled,  and  a  funeral  procefTion 
was  made  for  the  Goddefs  of  Liberty  ;  but  Nov.  i, 
on  depoiiting  her  in  the  grave,  fome  figns  of 
life  were  fuppofed  to  be  difcovered,  and  flie 
was  carried  off  in  triumph.  By  fueh  exhibi- 
tions, the  fpirit  of  the  populace  was  kept  up  ; 
though  the  minds  of  the  mod  thoughtful 
perlons  were  filled  with  anxiety. 

It  was  doubtful,  whether  the  Courts  of 
Law  could  proceed  without  ftamps  ;  and  it 
was  certain  that  none  could  be  procured. 
Some  licentious  perfons  began  to  think  that 
debts  could  not  be  recovered,  and  that  they 
might  infult  their  creditors  with  impunity. 
On  the  firft  appearance  of  this  diforderly  fpir- 
it, alTociations  were  formed  at  Portfmouth, 
Exeter  and  other  places,  to  fupport  the  Ma- 
giflrates  and  preferve  the  peace.  The  fifth 
of  November  had  always  been  obferved  as  a 
day  of  hilarity,  in  remembrance  of  the  pow- 
der-ploL  On  the  following  night,  a  flrong 
guard  was  kept  in  Portfmouth.  By  thefe 
precautions,  the  tendency  to  riot  was  feaibn- 
ably  checked,  and  no  wafle  of  property  or 
perfonal  infult  was  committed  ;  though  fome 
obnoxious  characfters  began  to  tremble  for 
their  fafetv. 
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1765.  When  MefTerve  arriv^^d,  the  people  fnp- 
pofed  that  he  had  brought  his  commiffioa 
with  him,  and  were  content  that  it  fliouid 
remain  in  his  own  hands,  being  rendered 
void  by  his  refignation.  But,  ia  fai5l,  he  did 
not  receive  it  till  after  the  time  fixed  for  the 
operation  of  the  acl.  Having  fliown  his  in- 
flrudlions  to  the  Governor,  and  fome  other 
public  officers,  it  was  fufpetfted  that  he  intend- 
ed *  to  commence  the  execution  of  his  office.* 

1766.  The  fons  of  liberty  were  alarmed;   they  af- 
jan.9.       fembled  by  beat  of  drum,  and  obliged  him 

publicly  to  deliver  up  his  commiffion  and 
in(lru6lions  ;  which  they  mounted  on  the 
point  of  a  Iword,  and  carried  in  triumph 
through  the  town.  An  oath  was  adminif- 
tered  to  him  by  Juftice  Claget,  purporting 
that  he  would  neither  diredlly  nor  indirecliy 
attempt  to  execute  his  office.  The  mailer 
of  a  fhip,  then  ready  to  fail  for  England,  was 
alfo  fworn  to  deliver  the  packet  containing 
the  commiffion  and  inflrucflions,  as  it  was 
diredled.  It  was  firft  addreiled  to  the  com- 
miffioners  of  the  ftamp-office  in  London  ; 
but  afterward  it  was  enclofed  in  a  letter  to 
the  agents  of  the  Province,  refering  the  dif- 
pofal  of  it  to  their  difcretion.  It  happened 
to  arrive,  when  great  exertions  were  making, 
and  a  ftrong  probability  exifted,  of  the  repeal 
of  the  fi:amp-a(5t.  The  agents  therefore  con- 
cealed the  packet,  and  had  the  good  fortune 
to  fupprefs  the  intelligence  of  all  thefe  pro- 
ceedings ;  that  no  irritation  might  enfue  to 
prevent  the  expelled  repeal. 

Durin<r  all  thefe  commotions.  Governor 
Wentworth  was  filent.  The  miniftry,  either 
by  accident  or  defign,  had  neglefted  to  fend 
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authentic  copies  of  the  ftamp-adl,  to  fome  of  1766, 
the  American  Goverixors,  and  to  him  among 
others.  There  had  been  no  tumults,  which 
rendered  his  inter pofition  necefTary.  He  was 
in  the  decline  of  life,  and  his  health  was  much 
impaired.  His  fortune  was  made,  and  it  lay 
chiefly  in  his  native  country.  One  of  the 
reafons  given,  for  the  removal  of  his  prede- 
celfor,  vfas,  that  he  had  enjoyed  his  office  ten 
years  ;  Mr.  Wentworth  had  been  twenty-five 
years  in  the  chair,  and  expedled  foon  to  be 
fuperfedeoL  It  wai  therefo^'e  his  interell,  not 
to  put  iiimfelf  forward  in  fupport  of  unpop- 
ular meafures.  His  example  was  followed 
by  moil  of  the  gentlemen  in  the  Province, 
who  held  offices  under  the  Crow^n.  If  any 
of  them  were  fecretly  in  favor  of  the  a6l,  they 
were  rellrained  by  fear,  from  contradid:ing 
openly  the  voice  of  the  people. 

The  popular  ipirit  was  fufficiently  roufed 
to  join  in  any  meafures  which  might  be  ne- 
ceffiiry  for  the  defence  of  liberty.  All  fear 
of  the  confequence  of  proceeding  in  the  pub- 
lic bufinefs  without  llamps,  was  gradually 
laid  aiide.  The  courts  of  law,  and  cuftom 
houfes  were  kept  open.  Newfpapers  circu- 
lated, and  lincenfes  for  marriage,  without 
flamps,  were  publicly  advertifed.  As  it  was 
uncertain,  what  might  be  the  event  of  the 
petitions  to  the  King  and  Parliament,  it  was 
thought  belt,  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
merchants  and  manufaclurers  of  England,  by 
an  agreement  to  import  no  goods,  until  the 
flamp-adl  ffiould  be  repealed.  To  provide 
for  the  worfl:,  an  affiociation  was  formed  by 
the  '  fons  of  liberty'  in  all  the  northern  Colo- 
nies, to  Hand  by  each  other,  and  unite  their 
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1766.  whole  torce,  for  the  protection  and  relief  of 
any  who  might  be  in  danger,  from  the  oper- 
ation of  this,  or   any   other  opprellive   act. 

MS.  letters  'pj^g  letters   which  paffed  between  them,  on 

of  the  tons  i  ^^  . 

of  Jiberfy.  this  occauon,  are  replete  with  expreflions  of 
loyalty  and  affeclion  to  the  King,  his  perfon, 
family  and  authority.  Had  there  been  any 
difafFecition  to  the  royal  government,  or  de- 
fire  to  ihake  oif  our  allegiance,  where  would 
the  evidence  of  it  be  more  likely  to  be  found, 
than  in  letters  which  pailed  between  bodies 
of  men,  who  were  avowedly  endeavouring, 
to  form  an  union,  to  relift  the  ufurped  au- 
thority of  the  Britifli  Lords  and  Commons  ?* 
The  idea  which  we  entertained  of  our  po- 
litical connexion  with  theBritilh  empire,  was, 
that  the  King  was  its  fupreme  head  ;  that 
every  branch  of  it  was  a  periedl  State,  com- 
petent to  its  own  internal  legiiladon,  but  fub- 
je(5l  to  the  control  and  negative  of  the  fove- 
reign  ;  that  taxation  and  reprefentation  were 
correlative,  and  therefore  that  no  part  of  the 
empire  could  be  taxed,  but  by  its  own  Rep- 
refentatives  in  Aflembly.  From  a  regard 
to  the  general  intereft,  it  was  conceded,  that 
the  Parliament  of  Great-Britain,  reprefenting 
the  firil  and  mod  powerful  branch  of  the  em- 
pire, might  regulate  the  exterior  commerce 
of  the  whole.  In  Britain,  the  American  gov- 
ernments were  coniidered  as  corporations,  ex- 
ifting  by  the  pleafure  of  the  King  and  Par- 
liament, who  had  a  right  to  alter  or  diiTolve 

•  From  an  intimate  acquaintance  v/ith  many  pcribns,  of  all  ranks,  who 
were  inftrur.ienfal  of  copfiiidling  the  American  rcvolutior^  through  all  its 
ftages;  and  from  a  pern fal  of  many  of  their  C'l'fiicntial  letters  ;  the  au- 
thor of  thcfe  (heets  is  fu'.ly  failsfied,  that  the  public  profcflionii  of  loyjlty, 
made  by  his  countryn^en^  were  finccrc  ;  and  that  the  moft  determined  op- 
j)ofer»  of  the  claims  of  Farlian  entj  were  very  far  frooi  <3<Gring  a  difuDioE 
of  the  BrUifli  rmpirc,  til!  they  v/erc  driven  to  it  by  neccffity. 


ton 
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them.  Our  laws  were  deemed  bye-laws  ;  1766. 
and  we  were  fuppofed  to  be,  in  all  cafes  of  le- 
giflation  and  taxation, fubjed:  to  the  fupreme, 
undefined  power  of  the  Britifli  Parliament. 
Between  claims  fo  widely  different,  there  was 
no  arbitrator  to  decide.  Temporary  expedi- 
ents, if  wifely  applied,  might  have  preferved 
peace  ;  but  the  mod  delicate  and  judicious 
management  was  neceffary,  to  prevent  irrita- 
tion. 

When  the  commotions  which  had  happen- 
ed in  America,  were  known  in  England,  a 
circular  letter  was  written  to  the  feveral  gov- 
ernors, by  Secretary  Conwav,  in  which  it  was  ^"^  ^^^ 

*  bopc^  that  the  reiiftance  to  the  authority  of 
'  the  mother  country,   had  only  found  place 

*  among  the  lower  and  more  ignorant  of  the 
'  people.'  To  the  conftitutional  authority  (as 
we  underftood  it)  of  the  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, there  had  been  no  reiiftance  ;  but  to 
the  alTumed  authority,  of  our  fellow  fubjed:s 
in  Britain,  over  our  property,  the  refiftance 
began,  and  was  fupported  by  the  Reprefen- 
tatives  of  of  the  people,  in  their  Aflemblies. 
Thofe  who  appeared  under  the  name  of  '  the 
fons  of  liberty'  were  chiefly  tradcfmen  of 
reputation,  who  were  occafionally  aflifted  by 
lawyers,  clergymen,  and  other  perfons  of  lit- 
erary  abilities.  The  writings  of  Sydney  and 
Locke  were  produced,  in  evidence  of  the  juf- 
tice  of  our  claims  ;  and  the  arguments  which 
had  formerly  been  ufed  in  England,  againft 
the  ufurpations  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  were 
adopted  and  repeated  by  us,  in  favor  of  our 
rights  and  liberties.  Political  inquiries  were 
encouraged,  and  the  eyes  of  the  people  were 
crpened.     Never  was  a  fentiment  more  opener- 

li 


258  HISTORY  OF 

2766.  ally  adopted,  on  the  fuUeft  convidion,  than 
that  we  could  be  conftitutionally  taxed  by 
none  but  our  own  Reprefentatives  ;  and  that 
all  affumption  of  this  pov/er,  by  any  other 
body  of  men,  was  ufurpation  which  might 
be  lawfully  refifted. 

The  petitions  of  the  American  AfTemblies, 
enforced  by  the  agreement  for  non-importa- 
tion, and  aided  by  the  exertions  of  the  Brit- 
iili  merchants  and  manufa(5lurers,  induced 
the  new  miniftry  to  recommend  to  Parlia- 
ment, a  repeal  of  the  odious  flamp-a6l.     It 

Mirchis.  -was  accordingly  repealed;  not  on  the  true 
principle  of  its  repugnancy  to  the  rights  of 
America  ;  but  on  that  of  political  expedien- 
cy. Even  on  this  principle,  the  repeal  could 
be  obtained  by  no  other  means  ;  than  by 
palTiag,  at  the  fame  time,  a  declaratory  a6l,  af- 
ferting  the  right  and  power,  of  the  Eritifh 
Parliamient,  '  to  bhid  America,  in  all  cafes 
*  whatfoever,'  and  annulling  all  the  refolu- 
tions  of  our  AlTemblies,  in  which  they  had 
claimed  the  right  of  exemption  from  Parlia- 
mentary taxation. 

The  rejoicings  which  were  occafioned  by 
'  the  repeal  of  the  ftamp-adl,  in  this  country, 
were  extravagantly  difproportioned  to  the  ob- 
jecl.  We  felt  a  tranfient  relief  from  an  in- 
tolerable burden  ;  but  the  claim  of  fovereiga 
power,  in  our  fellow  fubjedls,  to  take  our 
property,  and  abridge  our  liberty  at  their 
pleafure,  was  eftablilhed  by  law.  Our  only 
hope  v^as,  that  they  would  profit  by  their  re- 
cent experience  ;  and  whillf  they  enjoyed  the 
pride  of  feeing  their  claim  exift  on  paper, 
would  fafpend  the  exercife  of  it  in  future. 
With  the  repealing  and  declaratory  ads,  * 
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circular  letter  came  from  Secretary  Conway  ;  1768. 
in  which,  '  the  lenity  and  tendernefs,  the 
'  moderation  and  forbearance  of  the  Parlia.- 
'  inent  toward  the  Colonies'  were  celebrated 
in  the  language  of  panegyric,  and  we  were 
called  upon,  to  ihow  our  'refpeclful  gratitude 
'  and  cheerful  obedience,'  in  return  for  fuch  a 
*  fignal  difplay  of  indulgence  and  affection.* 
This  letter  enclofed  a  relblution  of  Parlia- 
ment, that  thofe  perfons  who  had  '  fuffered 
'any  injury  or  damage,'  in  confequence  of 
their  afhlling  to  *  execute  the  late  act,  ought 
'  to  be  compenfited,  by  the  Colonies,  in  which 
*-  fuch  injuries  were  fuitained.' 

When  Governor  Wentworth  laid  this  let- 
ter before  the  Aflembiy,  he  told  them  '  v/ith 
'  pleafure  and  fatisfadlion,  that  he  had  ;;o  re-  ^'^' 
'  quifition  of  this  kind  to  make.'  Mefferve, 
however,  applied  to  the  Afien^ibiy  to  grant 
him  a  compenfation  for  the  injuries  Vv'hich  he 
faid  he  had  fuffered.  A  committee,  being  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  ground  of  his 
petition,  reported,  '  that  he  had  fuffered  no 
'  real  damage  either  in  perfon  or  property  ; 
'  but  that  when  any  danger  had  been  expe^^t- 
'  ed,  guards  had  been  appointed  to  protecft 
'  him.'  Upon  this  report,  his  petition  was 
difmiffed.  He  afterward  went  to  England 
and  obtained  the  office  of  Colle(5k>r  of  the 
Cultoms. 

At  this  feffion  the  affembly  prepared  aref- 
pedlful  addrefs  to  the  King  and  both  Houfes 
of  Parliament,  on  account  of  the  repeal  ; 
which  was  fent  to  England,  at  the  fame  time 
that  the  (lamped  paper  and  parchment,  which 
had  been  depofited  at  the  caflie  in  Bolton, 
were  returned.    . 
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1766.        Complaints   had  been   made  in   England 
againft  fome  of  the  American  Governors,  and 
other  public  officers,  that  exorbitant  fees  had 
been  taken  for  the  pafling  of  patents  for  land  j 
and  a  proclamation  had  been  iiRied   by  the 
N.  Hanip-  Crown  and  publifhed  in  the  Colonies,  threat- 
Aug.?"    ning  fuch  perfons  with  a  removal   from   of- 
1764.  '    fice.     Governor  Wentv^'orth  was  involved  in 
this  charge.     He  had  alfo  been  accufed  of 
negligence  in  correfponding  with  the  King's 
minifters  ;  of  informality  and  want  of  ac- 
curacy in  his  grants  of  land  ;  and  of  pafTmg 
ad:s  of  Ailembly  refpe6^ing  private  property, 
without  a  fufpending  claufe   *  till  his  Majef- 
*  ty's  pleafure  could  be  known.'     In  his  of- 
fice of  Surveyor-General  he  had  been  char- 
ged with  negledl  of  duty,  and  with  indulging 
his  deputies  in  felling  and  wailing  the  King's 
timber.     By   whom  thefe   complaints  were 
made,  and  by  what  evidence  they  were  fup- 
ported,  I   have   not  been   able   to    difcover. 
Certain   it  is,    that  fuch   an  im predion  was 
made  on  the  minds  of  the  miniRry,   that  a 
refolution  was  taken  to  remove  him  ;  but  the 
difficulties  attending  the  ftamp-aifl,  caufed  a 
delay    in    the    appointment  of  a   fucceflbr. 
When  the  ferment  had  fubfided,  the   atten- 
tion of  the   miniftry  was   turned  to  this  ob- 
je6l.     John  Went  worth,    fon  of    Mark 
Hunking   Wcntworth,    and  nephew  of  the 
Governor,  was  then  in  England.     He  had  ap- 
peared at  Court,   as   a  joint  agent  with  Mr. 
Trecothick  in  prefenting  the  petition  of  the 
Province  againft  the  ftamp-a6l.     He  had  be- 
come acquainted  with  feveral  families  of  high 
rank  and  of  his  own  name  in  Yorkfhire,  and 
in  particular  with  the  Marquis  of  Rocking- 
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ham,  then  at  the  head  of  the  miniftry.  By  1766. 
his  indulgence,  Mr.  Wentworth  prevailed  to 
foften  the  rigor  of  government  againft  his 
uncle.  Inflead  of  being  cenfured  and  re- 
moved from  office,  he  was  allowed  opportu- 
nity to  reftgn^  and  the  appearance  of  refign- 
ing  in  favor  of  his  nephew,  who  was  deflined 
by  the  Marquis,  to  be  his  fuccefTor.  Having 
received  his  commiflions,  as  Governor  ofAuguftu., 
New-Hampfhire,  and  Surveyor  of  the  King's 
woods  in  North-America,  Mr.  Wentworth 
failed  from  England,  and  arrived  at  Charlef-  ,.  ^  "' 
tov/n,  in  South-Carolina.  Thence  he  travel- 
led through  the  continent,  regiflering  his 
commiffion  of  Survevor  in  each  of  the  Colo- 
nies,  and  was  received  at  Portfmouth,  with 
every  mark  of  refpedl  and  affedlion.  This 
appointment,  made  by  a  popular  miniftry,was 
peculiarly  grateful  to  the  people  of  New- 
Hampfhire,  by  whom  Mr.  Wentworth  was 
well  known  and  much  efleemed. 

In  addition  to  what  had  been  faid,  of  the 
fuperfeded  Governor,  it  may  be  obferved  ; 
that  his  natural  abilities  were  neither  brilliant 
nor  contemptible.  As  a  private  gentleman 
lie  was  obliging,  and  as  a  merchant  honora- 
ble. He  was  generous  and  hofpitable  to  his 
friends  ;  but  his  paffions  were  flrong  and  his 
refentments  lading.  He  was  fubjedl  to  fre- 
quent and  long  continued  vifits  of  the  gout  ; 
a  diilemper  rather  unfriendly  to  the  virtue  of 
patience.  In  his  deportment  there  was  an  ap- 
pearance of  haughtinefs,  contracSled  by  his 
refidence  in  Spain,  where  he  learned  the  man- 
ners of  the  people  of  rank  ;  as  well  as  the 
maxims  of  their  government.  He  thought 
it  befl  that  the  highefl  offices,  fliould  be  filU 
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1767.  ed  with  men  of  property  ;  and  though  in 
fome  inftances  he  deviated  from  this  princi- 
ple, yet,  in  others,  he  adhered  to  it  fo  clofely, 
as  to  difregard  more  neceflfary  qualifications. 
In  the  former  part  of  his  adminiflration, 
he  was  fcrupulous  in  obeying  his  inftrucflions, 
and  inflexible  in  maintaining  the  prerogative. 
In  condudling  the  operations  of  two  fuccef- 
five  wars,  his  attention  to  the  fervice  was  very 
confpicuoas  ;  and  he  frequently  received  let- 
ters of  thanks,  from  the  Generals,  and  other 
officers  of  the  Britifli  troops  employed  in 
America. 

He  v/as  clofely  attached  to  the  intereft  of 
the  church  of  England  ;  and  in  his  grants  of 
townfliips,  referved  a  right  for  the  fociety  for 
propagating  the  gofpel,  of  which  he  was  a 
niemben  A  proje(5l  was  formed  during  his 
adminiflration,  to  eilablifh  a  college  in  New- 
Hampfliire.  When  he  was  applied  to  for  a 
charter,  he  declined  giving  it,  unlefs  the  col- 
lege were  put  under  the  diretflion  of  the 
Biiliop  of  London.  But,  when  a  grant  was 
made  by  the  AfTembly,  of  three  hundred 
pounds  fterling,  to  Harvard  College,  where 
he  had  received  his  education,  to  repair  the 
deftrudlion  which  it  had  fuffered  by  fire;  he 
confented  to  the  vote,  and  his  name  is  infcrib- 
ed  on  an  alcove  of  the  library,  as  a  benefac- 
tor, in  conjun6lion  with  the  name  of  the 
^         Province. 

In  his  appointment  of  civil  and  military 
officers,  he  was  frequently  governed  by  mo- 
tives of  favor,  or  prejudice  to  particular  pej:- 
fons.  When  he  came  to  the  chair  he  found 
but  twenty-five  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  the 
vvrhole  province  ;  but  in  the  fir  ft  commifTioji 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  263 

wKich  he  ifTued,  he  nominated  as  many  in  1767* 
the  town  of  Portfmouth  only.  In  the  latter 
part  of  his  time,  appointments  of  this  kind 
became  fo  numerous,  and  were  fo  eafily  pro- 
cured, that  the  office  Vv^as  rendered  contemp- 
tible.* 

Notwithftanding  fome  inftances,  in  which 

•  The  following  pa'"qiiinadc  was  publiflied  in  the  Portfrnouth  Mercury 
of  Oa^er  7  1765  If  was  fuppoftd  to  have  been  written  by  the  law 
Judge  Parker,  and  was  intitled 

TK£    SILVER     AOE. 

In  days  of  yore    and  piou^  times, 
G-^eat  care  was  h^d  t"  punifh  crimes ; 
When  confcrvator* /fftfV  fought 
To  kcp  good  order  as  th?y  ought. 
This  office  then,  was  no  great  booty, 
Sn-all  were  the  fees,  thdujrh  great  the  dutf. 
But  when  a  hw,  the  old  rcftriction 
D  ck'd — and  enlarg'd  the  jurifdiction  ; 
His  Worlhip  had  a  right  to  ho'd. 
In  civil  plea,  a  pound  twice  told. 
The  pod  was  then  thought  worth  pcffeffing^, 
For  't<vis  attended  with  a  bkfiiiig. 
But  ftiil,  in  aftSr  times  ic  grew 
Much  better  as  our  tale  will  (hew  ; 
When,  as  it  goes  by  common  fame, 
T«o  pounds  and  forty  viere  the  fame.     [By  depreciation} 
Then  civil  fuus  began  to  thrive, 
And  claims  grown  obfolcte  revive. 
But  when  their  Worfliips,  manifold, 
Like  nien  div  nely  blefs'J  cf  old, 
Were  bid  '  t'lncrcafc  and  multiply,' 
Ohftquirus  rcie  a  num'rous  fry 
Who,  ever    prompt    and  nigh  at  hand, 
Could  fcatfP'   j'-iftice  through  the  land- 
Then,  '=vith  in'fnrfant  air  ^n-^'  look, 
The  Cons  of  Liitlefon  and  Coke 
So'arrning  apptar'd   .omind  'ht  Squires  J 
What  honors  fuch  a  pift  rrquireti ! 
Thcff  feilful  clerks,  al»vay.  attending, 
Hflp'd  to  'lifpatch  all  matters  pending  ; 
Took  care  that  judg.i  cir  (as  it  ftiould) 
Was  render  d  lor  fhe  man  that  fued  ; 
Aide'  ^^leir  hopors  'o  ;ndire. 
And fj^n  d  for  thafe  v.io  could  not  tvritet 
W'   I  but  niuft  think  thile    happy  ticaes, 
Wht-n  nr.en,   adroit  to  punifh  crinies 
Were  clofe  at  hand  ?  aud  what  is  better, 
Made  evi-ry  little  tardy  debtor 
Fulfil  his  contradt,  and  to  boot, 

*  Pay  tviice  his  debt  in  rofts  of  fuit. 

This  was  th-  happy  fiver  age  .• 

When  magift'ate.,  profoundly  fage, 
O'crfprtad  she  bod  ;  nnd  ma.  e,  it  feem^ 
<  Jofticc  run  down  the  firects  in  flreanis;' 
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1767.  a  want  of  magnanimity  was  too  confpicuoiis, 
his  adminiftration  was,  in  other  refpecfts,  ben- 
eficial. Though  he  was  highly  cenfured, 
for  granting  the  beft  lands  of  the  Province  to 
the  people  of  Maflachufetts  and  Connedlicut, 
with  views  of  pecuniary  reward ;  yet,  the 
true  inrereil  of  the  country  was  certainly 
promoted  ;  becaufe  the  grantees  in  general, 
were  better  hufbandmen  than  the  people  of 
New-Hampfliire. 

In  thofe  cafes,  where  difTatisfadlion  appear- 
•ed,  it  was  chiefly  owing  to  the  nature  of  a 
royal  government,  in  which  the  ariflocratic 
feature  was  prominent,  and  the  democratic 
too  much  depreffed.  The  people  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  though  increaling  in  numbers, 
had  not  the  privilege  of  an  equal  reprefenta- 
tion.  The  aim  of  moll:  of  thofe  gentlemen, 
who  received  their  appointments  from  abroad, 
was  rather  to  pleafe  their  mafliers,  and  fecure 
the  emoluments  of  their  ofBces,  than  to  ex- 
tend benefits  to  the  people,  or  condefcend  to 
their  prejudices.  They  did  not  feel  their  de- 
pendence on  them,  as  the  fource  of  power  ; 
■nor  their  refponfibility  to  them  for  its  exer- 
cife.  And,  the  people  themfelves  had  not 
that  juft  idea  of  their  own  weight  and  im- 
portance, which  they  acquired,  when  the 
t:ontroverfy  with  the  Britifli  government  call- 
ed up  their  attention  to  their  native  rights. 
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CHAP.  XXIV. 

Jtdntiniftratim  of  John  IVPNTtyoRTH  the  fecond.  N-e'm  attempt 
to  force  a  rc-vgnue  frovi  /hmrica.  Efiublijhmnt  of  Dartmouth 
College.  Dhifion  ef  the  prsvince  into  Countie!.  Death  of 
Bknning  (VENrtf'ORTH.  CsiHphtnt  of  Pf.tf/r  Livivs  againjl 
the  Coventor.  lis  ijfus.  Progrefs  of  the  controverfy  nuith 
Great  Britaw.  IVar.  Difjolution  of  Britijlj  governvicnt  in 
Nenu-  Havipflnre . 

J  HE  genius,  as  v/ell  as  the  interefl 
oftlienew  Governor,  led  him  to  cultivate    1767. 
the  good  will  of  the  people.     He  was  grand- 
fon,  by  his  mother,  to  the  the  late  agent  John 
Rindge,  who  had  been  inilrumental  of  edab- 
lifliing  the  boundaries  of  the   Province,  and 
had  advanced  a  large   fum  for  that  purpofe. 
His  family,  vv^ho  had  long  complained  of  in- 
gratitude and  negledl,  were  nov/  amply  grat- 
ified, not  only   by  the  advancement  of  the 
new  Governor,  but  by  his   recommending 
feveral  other  gentlemen,  who  were  connecft- 
ed  with  it,  to  fill  vacant  feats  at  the  Council 
board,  and  other  offices  of  government.    Sev- 
eral gentlemen  of  other  reibedable  families, 
who  had  been   treated    with  negledl,  in   the 
preceding  adminiitration,  were  alfo  taken  in- 
to favor  ;  and  a  fpirit  of  conciliation,  among 
thofe  who  had  formerly  been   at   variance 
feemed  to  mark  the  beginning  of  this  admin- 
iflration  with  fair  omenc  of  peace  and  fuccefs. 
Being  in  the  prime  of  life,  a^ive  and  en- 
terprifmg  in  his  difpofition,  polite  and  eafy 
in  his  addrefs,  and  placed  in  the  chair  by  the 
fame  minifter  who  had  procured  the  repeal  of 
the  {lamp-a<5l,  to  which  event  his  own  agency 
had  contributed  ;  Mr.  We^ntworth  enjoyed  a 
K  K  ^ 
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1767.  great  fliare  of  popular  favor;  which  "was  much 
heightened  when  his  condudl  was  viewed 
in  contraft  v/ith  that  of  fome  other  Gover- 
nors in  the  neighbouring  Provinces.  Though 
bred  a  merchant,  he  had  a  tafte  for  agricul- 
ture, and  entered  vigoroully  into  the  fpirit  of 
cukivation.  He  frequently  traverfed  the 
forefts  ;  explored  the  ground  for  new  roads  ; 
and  began  a  plantation  for  himfelf  in  the 
townfliip  of  \Volfborough,  on  vvdiich  he  ex- 
pended large  funis,  and  bulk  an  elegant 
ho  life.  His  example  was  influential  on  other 
landholders,  who  alfo  applied  themfelves  in 
earnefl  to  cultivate  the  wildernefs. 

The  improvement  of  the  country  at  this 
time  occupied  the  minds  of  the  people  of 
New-Ham  pfliire,  and  took  off  their  attention, 
in  a  great  meafure,  from  the  view  of  thofe  po- 
litical difficulties,  which  were  occafioned  by  a 
newacl  of  Parliament,  laying  duties  on  pa- 
per, glafs,  painters'  colors,  and  tea  ;  and  the 
eflablifliment  of  a  board  of  Commiflioners 
for  colleciing  the  /American  revenue.  In  the 
other  Colonies,  particularly  in  MafTachufetts,, 
thefe  duties  had  become  a  fubjecfl  of  alterca-- 
tion  and  ferious  alarm,being  grounded  on  the 
right  which  the  Parliament  had  afTumed  of 
'  binding  America  in  all  cafes  whatfoever.' 
The  only  remedy  was  to  be  found  in  frugal- 
ity, non-importation,  and  domeftic  manufac- 
tures. Thefe  things  were  recommended,  and, 
in  fome  meafure,  complied  with  ;  and  by 
nieans  of  thefe  exertions,  the  revenue  fell 
fhort  of  the  fanguine  expectations  which  its 
advocates^had  formed. 

The  popularity  of  the  Governor  of  New- 
Hamplhire,  and  the  influence  of  his  numer- 
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'©US  friends  and  connexions,  who  were  of  the  1767. 
principal  families  and  the  richeil  merchants 
in  the  Province,  prevented  the  adoption  of  a 
non-importation  agreement  in  Portfmouth,* 
till  the  merchants  in  fome  of  the  other  Colo- 
nies threatened  to  withhold  any  mercantile 
intercourfe  with  them.  A  plan  of  the  fame 
kind  w\as  then  (1770)  formed;  and  the  union 
of  fo  many  Colonies,  in  this  meafure,  caufed 
the  manufacflurers  in  Great-Britain  to  expe- 
rience diftrefles  of  the  fame  nature  with 
thofe  occalion^d  by  the  flamp-a6l;  and  to  ex- 
ert their  influence  for  a  repeal  of  the  new 
revenue  law,  which  was  in  part  efFecfled.  All 
the  duties,  excepting  that  on  tea,  v/ere  taken 
off.  This  relaxation,  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
Atlantic,  produced  a  relaxation  here.  71ie 
miniftry  in  Great-Britain  was  frequently 
changed ;  and  no  uniform  fyftem  either  of 
coercion  or  lenity  was  adopted.  The  oppo- 
fition  on  this  fide  languilhed  for  want  of  una- 
nimity. The  more  candid  among  us  were 
willing  to  fuppofe  that  Britain  would  never 
lay  any  more  duties  ;  and  there  was  fome 
foundation  for  this  fuppofition,  as  far  as  let- 
ters from  minifters  of  Hate,  and  fpeeches  from 
provincial  Governors  might  be  depended  on. 
The  tax  on  tea  was  referved  as  a  latent  fpark 
to  rekindle  the  controverfy. 

When  the  Governor,  at  his  firfl  meeting 
the  AfTembly,  according  to  the  cuflom  on 
Tuch  occafions,  recommended  to  them   the 

*  •  We  fantjct  depend  oh  the  coHiifcnance  of  msny  perfons  of  the 
firft  rank  here  ;  for  royal  commiflion*  and  family  C''>rioexion6  ii  flucncc 
*  the  prinicpal  gentlemen  amorg  us^  ac  leaft  to  hep  fslcnce  in  thefe  evil 
'  titnes.  The  ptefs  here  has  never  been  openly  attacked  ;  bat  the  printer 
'  remembers  what  h:  once  fufferec?,  at  Br^fton  j  and  is  eafily  kept  in  awe 
'  by  more  private  rebuies.' 

MS  }«tar  ef  the  SoJire  cf  Liberty,  ia  PortfcBQUtb,  ?othol"c  in  Bcftcst 
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1767.  eflabllfliment  of  an  'adequate,  honorable  and 
Journal  of  '  permanent  falary,'  they  made  fome  hefita- 
tion,  on  account  or  a  report,  that  the  lalaries 
of  the  American  Governors  were  to  be  paid 
out  of  the  revenue.  On  being  affured,  that 
if  fuch  a  general  eltablifhment  fliould  take 
place,  it  would  be  fo  guarded  as  to  prevent 
his  receiving  any  rev/ard  from  the  affembly  ; 
they  framed  a  vote,  granting  feven  hundred 
pounds  per  annum  during  his  adminiftration 
^^  ^®*  (dollars  being  then  fixed  at  fix  iliillings.)  The 
fund  appropriated  to  the  filary  was  the  excife, 
and  in  cafe  of  its  infufhciency,  other  provif- 
ion  was  made.  But  the  vote  was  limited 
with  an  exception,  '  unlefs  prbvifion  fhall  be 
made  by  Parliament.'  When  the  queflion 
was  put,  the  Houfe  was  equally  divided,  and 
the  Speaker,  Peter  Gilman,  turned  it  againll 
a  permanent  falary.  It  was  therefore  voted 
from  year  to  year,  and  generally  amounted 
to  feven  hundred  pounds  ;  befides  which  an 
allowance  was  made  for  houfe-rent,  from  fix- 
ty  or  feventy  to  one  hundred  pounds. 
1769.  Among  the  improvements,  which  during 
this  adminiftration,  were  made  in  the  Prov- 
ince, one  of  the  mod  confpicuous,  was  the  ef- 
tablifliment  of  a  feminary  of  literature.  It 
was  founded  on  a  projedlion  of  DodlorEleazer 
Wheelock,  of  Lebanon  in  Connedlicut,  for 
the  removal  of  his  Indian  charity  fchool. 

The  firft  delign  of  a  fchool  of  this  kind  was 
conceived  by  Mr.  John  Sergeant,  MifTionary 
to  the  Indians,  at  Stockbridge.  A  rambling 
iticmoirs  of  modc  of  life,  and  a  total  want  of  letters,  were 
tonn.xk''^*  ever  unfriendly  to  the  propagation  of  religi- 
indians^  ous  kuowleclgc  amoug  the  lavages  of  Ameri- 
^^^  *       ca.     That  worthy  juifTionary,  intent  on  the 
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bufinefs  of  his  profeffion,  and  having  obferv-  1769^ 
ed  the  progrefs  made  by  ibme  of  the  younger 
Indians,  who  refided  in  the  Engliih  famiUes, 
in  reading  and  other  improvements,  conceiv- 
ed the  benevolent  idea  of  changing  their 
whole  habit  of  thinking  and  adling  ;  and  raif- 
ing  them  from  their  native  indolence  to  a 
ftate  of  civilization  ;  and  at  the  fame  time, 
by  introducing  the  Engliih  language,  inftead 
of  their  own  barren  dialed,  to  inftil  into  their 
minds  the  principles  of  morality  and  religion. 
To  accomplifn  this  defign,  he  procured 
benefadlions  from  many  well  difpofed  per- 
fons  both  here  and  in  England  ;  and  began 
a  fchool  at  Stockbridge  ;  where  the  Indian 
youth  were  to  be  maintained,  under  the  in- 
ftru6lion  of  two  mailers  ;  one  to  overfee  their 
lludies,  and  the  other  their  field  labor  ;  v^hilil 
a  matron  Ihould  direcSl  the  female  children 
in  acquiring  the  arts  of  domeftic  life.  Death  ^^^^^^ 
put  an  end  to  the  labors  of  this  excellent  man 
before  his  plan  could  be  accomplifhed. 

This  defign  was   revived   by    Wheelock. 
Having  m.ade  fome  experiments,  he  was  en- 
couraged to  proceed,  by  the  traceable  difpoii-   (i^^^.^ 
tion  of  the  Indian  youths,  and  their  proficien- 
cy in  learning  ;  but  efpecially,  by  the  numer- 
ous benefadions,  which  he   received   from 
the  friends  of  religion  and  humanity.  Among  ^,.j^.^,^^^,.^ 
which,  a  donation  of  Joiliua  Moor,  of  Mans-  printed  nar- 
field,being  the  largeil,in  the  infancy  of  the  in-  "''''* 
flitution, determined  its  name  *  Moor's  ichooL' 
To  increafe  the  means  of  improvement, 
charitable  contributions  were  folicited  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  America,  in  England,  and  in 
Scotland.     The  money  collected  in  England, 
was  put  into  the  hands  of  a  Board  of  IVuilees, 
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1769.  of  whom  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth  was  at  the 
head  ;  and  that  colle<fled  in  Scotland  was 
committed  to  the  fociety  for  promoting  chrif- 
tian  knowledge. 

As  an  improvement  on  the  original  delign, 
a  number  of  Englifh  youths  were  educated 
with  the  Indians,  both  in  literary  and  agri- 
cultural exercifes  ;  that  their  example  might 
invite  the  Indians  to  the  love  of  thof e  employ- 
ments, and  abate  the  prejudice  which  they 
have  univerfally  imbibed,  that  it  is  beneath 
the  dignity  of  man  to  delve  in  the  earth. 

As  the  number  of  fcholars  increafed,  it  be- 
came necefTary  to  erecfl  buildings,  and  ex- 
tend cultivation.  That  part  of*  the  country 
in  which  the  fchool  was  firll  placed,  being 
filled  with  inhabitants,  a  removal  was  con- 
templated. When  this  intention  was  pub- 
licly known,  offers  were  made  by  private  and 
public  perfons  in  feveral  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Colonies.  The  wary  forefight  of  the 
founder,  aided  by  the  advice  of  the  Board  of 
Truftees,  in  England,  led  him  to  accept  an 
invitation  made  by  the  Governor,  and  other 
gentlemen  of  Nev^-IIampfliire.  The  town- 
fliip  of  Hanover,  on  the  eaftern  bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  was  finally  determined  on,  as 
the  moif  convenient  fituation  for  the  fchool  ; 
to  which  the  Governor  annexed  a  charter  of 
incorporation  for  an  univerfity,  which  took 
the  name  of  Dartmouth  College,  from  its  ben- 
efadlor,  the  Earl  of  Dartmouth.  Of  this  uni- 
verfity, Dodlor  Wheelock  was  declared  the 
founder  and  the  Prefident ;  with  power  to 
nominate  his  fucceflbr,  in  his  lafh  will.  A 
Board  of  twelve  Truftees  was  conftituted, 
-with  perpetual  fucceilion  5    and  the  college 
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was  endowed  with  a  large  landed  eftate,  con-  1769. 
lifting  of  one  whole  townfhip  (LandafF)  be- 
fides  many  other  trads  of  land  in  different 
lituations,  amounting  in  the  whole,  to  forty- 
four  thoufand  acres.  One  valuable  lot,  of 
five  hundred  acres,  in  the  townfliip  of  Han- 
over, given  by  the  late  Governor,  Benning 
Wentworth,  was  fixed  upon  as  the  fite  of  the 
fchool  and  college.  Befides  thefe  donations 
of  land,  the  amount  of  three  hundred  and 
forty  pounds  fterling,  was  fubfcribed,  to  be 
paid  in  labor,  provifions,  and  materials  for 
building.  With  thefe  advantages,  and  the 
profpe6l  of  a  rapidly  increafiag  neighbor- 
hood, in  a  fertile  foil,  on  both  fides  of  Con- 
necticut river,  Do(ftor  Wheelock  removed  his 
family  and  fchool  into  the  wildernefs.  At  177Ct 
firft,  their  accommodations  were  fimilar  to  ^  . 
thofe  of  other  fettlers,  on  new  lands.  1  hey 
built  huts  of  green  logs,  and  lived  in  them>, 
till  a  proper  edifice  could  be  eredled.  The 
number  of  fcholars,  at  this  time,  was  twenty- 
four  ;  of  which  eighteen  were  white,  and  the 
reft  Indians. 

Experience  had  taught  DoClor  Wheelock, 
that  his  Indian  youths,  however  well  educat- 
ed, were  not  to  be  depended  on  for  inftruc-  jjarratiTrc 
tors  of  their  countrymen.  Of  forty  who  had  No.  s-  p. 
been  under  his  care,  twenty  had  returned  to 
the  vices  of  favage  life  ;  and  fome  whom  he 
efteemed  '  fubjecls  of  divine  grace,  had  not 
'  kept  their  garments  unfpotted.*  It  was, 
therefore,  in  his  vievf ,  neceflary  that  a  greater 
proportion  of  Englifh  youths  fiiould  be  edu- 
cated, to  ferve  as  mifiionaries,  and  overfee  the 
condu6l  of  the  Indian  teachers.  This  was 
givea  a«  the  grand  reafon,  for  uniting  the 
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1770.  college  with  the  Indian  fchool,  and  placing  it 
under  the  fame  government ;  though  the  ap- 
propriations were  diftindly  preferved.  That 
the  general  concerns  of  the  inftitution  might 
be  better  regulated,  and  the  intruficn  of  vic- 
ious perfons  within  the  purlieus  of  the  col- 
lege prevented ;  a  diftri(5l  of  three  miles 
iquare  was  put  under  its  jurifdicftion,  and 
the  Prefident  was  invefled  with  the  ofRce  of 
a  magiftrate.  In  1771,  a  commencement  was 
held,  and  the  firil  degrees  v/ere  conferred,  on 
four  ftudents  ;  one  of  whom  was  John  Whee- 
lock,  the  fon  and  fucceffor  of  the  founder. 

Another  improvement  was  made  about  the 
iame  time,  by  dividing  the  Province  into 
counties.  This  had  been  long  fought,  but 
could  not  be  obtained.  The  inconvenience 
to  which  the  people  in  the  wellern  parts  of 
the  Province  were  fubje(fi:,  by  reafon  of  their 
diftance  from  Portfmouth,  where  all  the 
Courts  were  held,  was  extremely  burdenfome; 
%vhilil  the  convenience  and  emoluments  of 
office  were  enjoyed  by  gentlemen  in  that  vi- 
cinity. Some  attempts  to  divide  the  Prov- 
ince had  been  made  in  the  former  adminif^ 
tration  ;  but  withovit  effed:.  The  rapid  in- 
creafe  of  inhabitants  for  feveral  years,  made 
a  divilion  fo  neceiTary,  that  it  had  become  one 
of  the  principal  fubje(5ls  of  debate,  in  the  Af- 
fembly,  from  the  time  of  the  Governor's  ar- 
rival. Several  feffions  paifed  before  all  points 
could  be  adjufted.  The  number  of  counties, 
and  the  lines  of  diviiion,  were  not  eafily  a- 
greed  to,  and  a  puncftilio  of  prerogative  about 
the  erecfling  of  Courts,  made  Ibme  difficulty; 
but  it  was" finally  determined,  that  the  num- 
ber   of  counties    fliould    be   five  ;  and    the 
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Courts  were  eftabliflied  by  an  a6l  of  the  1771. 
whole  legiilature.  It  was  pafled  with  a  claufe, 
fufpeiiding  its  operation,  till  the  King's  plea- 
fure  fliould  be  known.  The  royal  approba- 
tion being  obtained,  it  took  efFe(ft  in  1771. 
The  five  counties  were  named  by  the  Gover- 
nor, after  fome  of  his  friends  in  England  ; 
Rockingham,  Strafford,  Hilliborough,  Chelh- 
ire,  and  Grafton.  The  counties  of  Strafford 
and  Grafton  being  much  lefs  populous,  than 
the  others,  were  to  remain  annexed  to  the 
county  of  Rockingham,  till  the  Governor,  by 
advice  of  Council,  fliould  declare  them  com- 
petent to  the  exercife  of  their  refpective  ju- 
rifdidtions ;  which  was  done  in  1773. 

The  year  1771  was  alfo  diilinguiihed  by 
the  abolition  of  paper  currency.  Silver  and 
gold  had  been  gradually  introduced,  and  the 
paper  had  for  feveral  years  been  called  in  by 
taxes.  The  time  limited  for  its  exiflence  be- 
ing now  come,  it  totally  difappeared. 

The  death  of  the  late  Governor  produced 
confequences  which  materially  afi^edled  his  f^'^o.'^i- 
fucceiTor.  This  family  had  been  for  many  '«  75- 
years  of  the  firft  rank  in  the  Province,  and 
fome  of  its  members  and  connexions  had  held 
the  principal  offices.  In  fuch  a  cafe,  domeflic 
union  may  be  confidered  as  neceffary  to  pre- 
ferve  public  honor.  The  late  Governor, 
though  fuperfeded,  had  been  treated  with 
every  mark  of  refped: ;  and  having  no  chil- 
dren, it  was  expedied  his  fuccefTor  would  be 
his  principal  heir.  A  later  will,  made  in  fa- 
vor of  his  young  widow,  and  unknown  till 
after  his  death,  caufed  a  fudden  difappoint- 
ment ;  which,  if  it  had  evaporated  in  private 
reflexions  only,  might  have  paiied  among  the 
L  L 
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1771.  infirmities  incident  to  humanity,  and  with 
them  might  have  been  configned  to  oblivion  ; 
for  it  is  beneath  the  dignity  of  hiftory,  to 
record  the  altercations  of  families,  unlefs  they 
are  connedcd  with  public  tranfadions,  or 
events. 

Antiquated  claims  upon  the  late  Gover- 
nor's eftate  were  revived  ;  and  law-fuits  were 
commenced,  which  probably  would  not  have 
been  agitated,  if  the  expecled  difpofition  had 
been  made.  But  the  moil  alarming  efFetl  of 
this  unhappy  difappointment  was  a  quellion, 
which    the    Governor  moved    in    Council, 

,^    .        *  whether  the  refervations   of  live  hundred 
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'  acres,  in  ieveral  townlhips,  made  by  the  late 
fifL^^Trfe- '  Governor,  Benning  Went  worth,  in  the  char- 
coUul'''  '  ter  grants,  conveyed  the  title  to  him  ?'  The 
Council  determined  this  quellion  in  the  neg- 
ative.    The   Governor  then  afked,  whether 
they  would  advife  him  to  grant  the  faid  trads, 
to  fuch  of  his  Majefty's   fubjeds,  as  fliould 
fettle  and  cultivate  the  fame  ?     To  this  they 
gave  their  allent.     Seven  of  the  Counfellors 
prcfent  on  this  occafion  were  the  Governor's 
relations.     The   eighth  was   Peter  Livius,  a 
gentleman  of  foreign  extradlion,  who  enter- 
ed his  diffent.     He  had  for  feveral  years  ferv- 
ed  as   a   Jullice  of  the  Common  Pleas  ;  but 
on  the  divifion  of  the  Province  into  counties, 
it  was  necefTary   to   iflue  new  commiiTions. 
Finding  himfelf  overlooked  in  the   appoint- 
ment of  officers,  and  his  private  affairs  calling 
him  abroad,  he  failed  for  England,  and  there 
1772.    exhibited  to  the   Lords  of  Trade,  articles  of 
complaint    againft  the    Governor    and    his 
J"'^  ''      Council. 

The  fir  11  was,  that  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
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cil,  witliout  any  legal  procefs,  or  die  inter-    1772. 
ventlon  of  a  jury,  had  deprived  the  grantees  fj^J^^^ 
under  the  Crown  of  their  lands,   on  fuggef- 
tion  only  that  the   conditions  had  not  been 
fulfilled. 

The  fecond  was,  that  the  duty  paid  by 
foreign  fliipping,  commonly  called  powder 
money,  had  not  been  accounted  for,  fmce  the 
year  1741  ;  and  that  the  Council  had  refu- 
fed  to  join  with  the  Reprefentatives  in  an  in- 
quiry into  this  matter  in  the  year  1768. 

The  third  was,  that  the  Governor  had 
moved  in  Council,  that  the  lands  referved  to 
the  late  Governor,  in  the  charters  of  town- 
fhips,ihould  be  regranted  to  himfelf,  through 
the  medium  of  another  perfon  ;  and  that  the 
protefl  of  the  complainant,  againll  the  legal- 
ity of  this  proceeding,  was  rejected. 

The  fourth  was,  that  in  confequence  of 
the  oppofition,  which  he  was  in  duty  bound 
thus  to  make,  he  had  been  injurioully  treated, 
and  had  received  perfonal  abufe  from  the 
Governor. 

The  fifth  was,  that  pending  an  adion  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  brought  by  the  Gover- 
nor, though  in  other  names,  the  Judges  had 
feveral  times  been  changed,  till  a  queftion  on 
a  point  of  law  was  determined  in  favor  of 
the  Governor. 

The  fixth  article  ftated,  that  the  complain- 
ant had  expected  to  prove  feveral  of  the  above 
fads,  by  referring  to  copies  of  the  Council 
records  in  their  Lordfliip's  office  ;  but  was 
furprifed  to  find  that  the  Governor  had  dif- 
obeyed  his  inftrudions  in  not  fending  them. 
The  memorial  concluded  with  a  general 
charge  of  partiality  arifmg  from  the  family 
connexions  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 
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1772.        Copies  of  this  memorial  were  fent  to  the 
MS  copies. QQygj-rjor  and  Council,  who  feparately  pre- 
pared and  returned  diitind:   anfwers  to  the 
feveral  articles  of  complaint. 

To  the  firft,  it  was  faid,  that  the  refump- 
tion  of  grants  forfeited  by  non-compliance 
with  the  conditions  of  fettlement  was  fup- 
ported  by  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  and 
Solicitor  General,  given  in  1752 ;  that  the  in- 
variable ufage  in  thefe  cafes,  had  been  to  ifTue 
notice  to  delinquent  proprietors,  that  they 
fhould  appear  on  a  fet  day,  and  fhew  caufe 
why  their  fhares  fhould  not  be  forfeited  and 
regranted ;  that  their  allegations  had  been  al- 
ways treated  with  proper  refpecl,and  that  no 
complaint  of  injuftice  had  been  made  by  any 
perfons  whofe  grants  had  been  thus  refamed. 
To  the  fecond  it  was  anfwered,  that  the 
amount  of  powder-money,  during  the  former 
adminiftration,  though  long  negle6led  had 
been  lately  recovered  ;  and  that  fince  1 768, 
it  had  been  regularly  accounted  for.  The 
reafon  for  the  non-concurrence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, with  the  vote  for  inquiring  into  this  mat- 
ter, was  their  refpecft  to  the  royal  prerogative, 
conceiving  that  the  Houfe  had  no  concern 
with  the  matter. 

To  the  third  article,  it  was  faid,  that  the 
late  Governor,  confcious  of  the  infufficiency 
of  his  title,  had  folicited  his  fuccefTor  for 
grants  of  thefe  refervations,  which  he  had 
declined  giving,  unlefs  a  mandamus  from  the 
King  could  be  procured  ;  that  this  uncer- 
tainty had  prevented  his  alienating  them  ; 
that  in  confequence,  they  were  uncultivated 
and  forfeited  ;  that  fome  of  thefe  lands  had 
been  regranted  to  other  perfons  -,  but  that 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  277 

the  prefent  Governor  had  no  intereft  diredly  1772* 
or  indiredly  in  them.  The  Council  denied, 
that  the  Governor  had  ever  propofed  the 
granting  of  thefe  lands  to  himfelf,  through 
another  perfon.  They  alfo  denied  that  the 
difTent  of  the  memorialift  had  been  refufed. 

The  charge  of  perfonal  abufcjin  the  fourth 
article,  was  contradidled  and  retorted  ;  but  it 
was  conceded,  that  the  Governor  had  told 
him  that  his  realbns  of  diilent  were  not 
founded  in  truth. 

In  anfwer  to  the  fifth  article,  it  was  ac- 
knowledged, that  the  action  was  brought  for 
the  Governor's  benefit ;  but  that  any  unfair 
means  were  ufed  to  influence  the  Court  was 
denied.  This  denial  was  corroborated  by 
the  depofitions  of  the  Judges  themfelves,and 
of  the  Attorneys  who  were  concerned  in  the 
fliit.  It  was  alfo  proved  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  on  the  quellion  of  law,  was  of 
no  moment,  being  reverfed  by  the  Superior 
Court,  before  Vv^hich  the  caufe  was  carried  by 
appeal. 

To  the  fixth  article,  it  was  anfwered,  that 
the  Governor  had  directed  the  Secretary  to 
furnilb  him  with  copies  of  all  the  public 
tranfadions  which  had  ufually  been  ient  to 
England,  and  that  he  had  regularly  tranl-  ' 
mitted  them.  But  it  appeared  from  the  af- 
fidavit of  the  Secretary,  that  in  June  1760, 
the  late  Governor  had  ordered  him  not  to 
tranfcribe  the  minutes  of  the  Council,  when 
fitting  without  the  AlTembly,  uniefs  fpeclally 
diredled  ;  and  fince  that  time  it  had  been 
iifual  to  fend  the  journal  of  the  Council  when 
fitting  as  a  Houfe  of  AlTembly,  and  not  as  a 
Council  of  State, 
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1772.  In  fine  the  Council  denied  that  they  had 
ever  adled  in  their  public  capacity,  from  any 
private  or  family  interefl ;  but  alTerted,  that 
they  had  frequently  given  their  judgment  di- 
recflly  againft  it  ;  and  they  concluded  with 
A'^ery  fevere  refledlions  on  the  complainant. 

1773.  With   thefe  anfwers,  were   tranfmitted   a 
MS  copies,  great  number  of  depofitions,  from  perfbns  of 

all  ranks  and  profeffions,  teftifying  in  favor 
of  the  Governor.     Thefe  being  laid    before 
May  10.     ^}^Q  Lords  of  Trade,  and  the  memorial i ft  be- 
prcfer,ta-    Hig  heard  in  reply,  the  B^ard  reprefented  to 
^°°'         the  King,  that  the  complaint  againll:  the  Go- 
vernor *  had   been   fully    verified.'     At  the 
fame  time  they  thought  it  their  duty  to  repre- 
fent,  *  that  the  reports  which  they  had  receiv- 

*  ed,  through  different  channels,  of  the  fitu- 
'  ation  of  affairs  within  New-Hampfliire,did 
'  all  concur  in  reprefcnting  the  colony  to 
'  have  been,  fince  Mr.  Wentworth's  appoint- 

*  ment,  in  a  ffate   of  peace   and   profperity  ; 

*  that  its  commerce  had  been  extended,  and 
'  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  increafed  ; 
'  and  that  every  attempt  made  to  excite  the 

*  people  to  diforder   and  difobedience,  had 

*  been,  by  the  firm  and  temperate  condu(5l  of 

*  Mr.  Wentworth,  fuppreffed  and  reftrained.* 

When  the  caufe  was  reheard  before  a  com- 
mittee of  the  Privy  Council,  it  was  obferved     | 
July  29.     \^y  the  Governor's  advocate,  that  'peace,  prof- 

*  perity  and  obedience,  were  not  compatible 

*  with  oppreffion  and  injuftice;  and  that  how- 

*  ever  the  Lords  of  Trade  had  in  the  begin- 

*  ning  of  their  report  condemned  the  Gover- 

*  nor,  they  had,  by  the  praife  bellowed  upon 

*  him,  in  the  end  contradicfled  themfelvcs.' 

The  Lords  of  the   committee  reported  to 
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the  King  in  Council,  their  judgment  upon    1775. 
fevcral  articles  of  the  complaint,  in  fubflance  ^"8-  *^' 

r   -ii  prioted   re-' 

as  lOlloWS.  fort. 

'  That  by  the  law  of  England,  when  lands 
were  granted,  upon  condition,,  the  breach  of 
that  condition  mull  be  found  by  a  jury  under 
a  commiffion  from   the  Court  of  Chancery  ; 
but  that  no  fuch  Court  exifled  in  New-Hamp- 
fhire  ;  and  though  the  general  rule  was  that 
the  law  of  England  extended  to  the  Colonies, 
yet  it  muft  be  underftood  to  mean,  fuch  part 
of  the  law  as  is  adapted  to  the  flate  and  con- 
llitution  of  them.     That  though  the  Gover- 
nor had  refumed  and   regranted    lands,   yet 
there  was  no  evidence  that  fuch  refumptions 
had  been  made  without  proof  or   public  no- 
toriety, that  the  conditions  of  former  grants 
had  not  been    complied   with  ;  and  that   no 
complaint    had   been   made    by   any  perfon 
fuppofed  to    be  injured.     That   it  had   not 
been  proved  that  refumptions  had  been  made 
without  notice  to  the  proprietors  ;  and  it  had 
not  even  been  fuggeited,  in  cafes  where  time 
had  been  allowed,  that  grants  were  refumed 
before  the  expiration  of  it.     That  the  lands 
granted  to  the  late   Governor  were  granted 
in  the  name  of  the  King,  which  was  fufhcient 
to  convey  a  title  ;  and  that  the  Council  was 
milb\ken  in    thinking   otherwife.     That  the 
Governor,  by    their    advice,  did  refume  and 
regrant  feveral  trads  of  land  which  had  been 
granted  to  the  late  Governor  ;  but  it  had  not 
been  proved  that  the  faid  lands  were  regrant- 
ed in  truft  for  himfelf ;  and  in  many  inftan- 
ces  fuch  lands  were  regranted  to  different  in- 
habitants for  their  own  ufe  and  benefit ;  and 
that  the  late  Governor's  widow  had  not  com- 
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1773.  plaiued  of  any  injury,  by  fuch  refumptionc 
That  it  appeared  to  have  been  the  conftant 
pracftice  when  any  (landing  juflice  of  a  Cojirt 
was  intereiled  in  a  fuit,  for  a  fpecial  Juftice 
to  be  appointed  ;  that  other  caufes  were  de- 
pending at  the  fame  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  in  which  the  ftanding  Juilices 
were  intereiled,  and  there  was  no  proof  that 
fpecial  Juilices  were  appointed  on  account  of 
that  particular  caufe  in  which  the  Governor 
was  concerned ;  but  that  the  commilTion  was 
folicited  in  the  common  form  ;  and  that  the 
defendant  himielf  had  teiliiied  that  he  had 
no  objedion  to  the  commiiTion  or  to  the  fpe- 
cial Juflices.  With  refpecl  to  the  tranfmif- 
fion  of  the  records  of  Council,  it  was  their 
opinion  that  it  might  be  proper  to  revive  that 
pradice,  as  it  had  been  conduced  previoufly 
to  the  year  1760.  But  upon  the  whole,  they 
fubmitted  their  judgment  that  there  '  was  no 
'foundation  for  any  cenfure  upon  the  faid 
'  Governor,  for  any  of  the  charges  contained 

•  in  the  complaint,  and  that  the  general  con- 
'  du6l  of  his  adminiilration  had  tended  great- 
'  ly  to  the  peace  and  pi  ofperity   of  the  faid 

*  Province.* 

This  report  was  approved  by  the  King  in. 
oAoberg.  Council,  and  the  complaint  was  difmifled. 
But  the  Governor  was  ftricflly  enjoined,  to 
tranfmit  to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  authentic 
copies  of  the  journals  of  the  Council,  as  a 
Council  of  State.  " 

In  this  controverfy  Mr.  Livius  met  with 
great  fupport,  from  the  intereil  of  thofe  who 
-wifhed  to  difplace  the  Governor ;  and  they 
became  fo  deeply  engaged  to  him,  as  to  pro- 
cure for  hioi  an  appointment  to  be  the  Chief 
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Juftice  of  New-Hampfliirc  ;  but,  upon  more    1773. 
mature  coniideration,  this    was   thought  too 
likely  to  produce  difcord  and  confufion,  and 
he  obtained  an  appointment  to  a  more  lucra- 
tive office  in  the  Province  of  Quebec. 

When  the  final  ifTue  of  the  complaint  was 
known  in  New-Hampiliire,  a  general  fatis- 
fa(5lion  appeared  among  the  people.  At  the 
next  feffion  of  the  Ailembly,  the  Houfe  of 
Reprefentatives  prefented  to  the  Governor, 
an  addrefs  of  congratulation,  in  the  name  of 
their  conftituents ;  and  the  citizens  of  Portl^ 
mouth  gave  a  fplendid  ball,  to  which  the 
Governor  and  both  Houfes  of  AlFembly  were 
invited. 

Hitherto  the  Governor  had  preferved  his 
popularity  ;  and  the  people,  in  general,  were 
fatislied  with  his  adminillration.  But,  the 
obligation  which  lay  on  him  to  fupport  the 
claims  of  Britain,  and  aid  the  plans  of  her 
minillry,  rendered  his  fituation  extremely- 
delicate,  and  his  popularity  very  precarious. 
The  controverfy  between  Britain  and  the  Col- 
onies was  drawing  to  a  crifis.  By  the  refer- 
vation  of  the  duty  on  tea,  the  Parliament  in- 
fifted  on  it  as  their  right,  to  tax  their  Ameri- 
can brethren  without  their  confent ;  and  the 
Americans,  by  v/ithholding  the  importation 
of  tea  from  Britain,  made  ufe  of  the  only 
peaceable  mode,  in  their  power,  efFedlually 
to  oppofe  that  claim.  The  revenue  failed, 
and  the  v/arehoufes  of  the  Eaft  India  compa- 
ny were  filled  with  an  unfaleable  commodi- 
ty. The  minillry  and  the  company,  thus  fe- 
verely  difappointed,  formed  a  plan,  by  which 
it  was  expelled,  that  the  one  would  enforce 
their  claim,  and  the  ocher  iegurc  their  ti'affic, 
M  M 
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1773.  It  was  therefore  enabled  in  Parliament, 
that  the  duty  on  the  exportation  of  tea,  from 
Britain,  fhonld  be  taken  off;  and  the  Eafl 
India  company  be  enabled  to  fend  tea,  on 
their  own  account,  to  America,  fubjecl  to  a 
duty  only  of  three  pence  on  the  pound  ;  by 
which  means  it  would  come  to  us,  cheaper 
than  before,  or  than  it  could  be  procured  by 
illicit  trade. 

This    meafure   caufed    a   general    alarm, 
through  the  Colonies  ;  and  united  the  inter- 
eft  of  the  merchants,  with  the   views  of  the 
politicians,  and  the  general  fenfe  of  liberty 
in  the  people.     The  trading  towns  fet  the  ex- 
ample, which  tlie  others  followed,  of  paifing 
refolves,  not  to  permit  tea,  freighted  by  the 
Eaft  India   company,  to   be  landed  or  fold. 
Thefe  refolutions  were  effedlual.      In  fome 
places  the  confignees  were   obliged  to  relin- 
<|uilh  their  appointments,  and  the  tea  was  re- 
turned unladen.     In  other  places  it  was  de- 
pofited  in  ftores,  till  it   could  be  refliipped. 
In  Bofton,  where  the  obftinacy  of  Governor 
Hutchinfon  drove  the  people  to  defperation, 
it  was  deftroyed.     In   New-Hampfliire,    the 
prudence  of  Governor  Wentworth,  the  vigil- 
ance of  the  magiftrates  and  the  firmnefs  of  the 
people  were  combined,  and  the  hateful  com- 
modity was  fent  away  without  any  damage, 
and  with  but  little  tumult. 
1 774.         The  firll  cargo  of  tea,  coniifting  of  twenty- 
junc  aj.     feven  chefts,  was  landed  and  ftored  at  the  cuf- 
tom  houfe,  before  any  people  could  affemble 
to  obftrudl  it.     A  town  meeting  was  called, 
and  a  propofld  was  made  to  Mr.  Parry,  the 
confignee,  to  reihip  it :  To  this  he  confented. 
A  guard  was  appointed  by  order  of  the  town, 
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to  watch  the  cuftom  houfe.  The  tea  having  1774. 
been  entered,  it  was  neceffary  that  the  duty 
fliould  be  paid  ;  which  was  done  openly,  by 
the  coniignee.  The  Governor  convened  the 
Council,  and  kept  the  magillrates  and  peace 
officers  in  readinefs  to  fupprels  any  riotous 
appearances  ;  but  there  was  no  need  of  their 
exertion.  The  tea  was  peaceably  reihipped 
and  fent  to  Halifax. 

A  fecond  cargo  of  thirty  chefls,  which  Septs  «. 
came  configned  to  the  fame  perfon,  raifed  a  ■ 
fmall  ferment ;  .and  the  windows  of  his  lodg- 
ings were  broken.  He  applied  to  the  Gover- 
nor for  protection.  The  Governor,  as  betore, 
fummoned  the  Council  and  magillrates.  The 
town,  by  their  committee,  prevailed  on  the 
coniignee  to  fend  the  tea  to  Halifax,  after  ha- 
ving paid  the  duty,  without  which  the  (hip 
could  not  legally  be  cleared  ac  the  cullom 
houfe. 

A  .s;eneral  deteftation  of  the  meafures,  pur- 
fued  iDy  the  Brltifh  miniftry,  to  rivet  the 
chains  on  America,  univerfally  prevailed. 
The  towns  had  feverally  palled  refolves,  af- 
ferting  their  right  of  exemption  from  all  tax- 
ation by  Parliament  ;  condemning  the  im- 
portation and  ufe  of  tea;  and  appointing  com- 
mittees of  infpeclion  to  carry  their  refolu- 
tions  into  effecl.  The  committees  were  vi- 
gilant ;  and  being  aided  by  the  general  fen- 
timent  of  the  people,  their  exertions  were  fuc- 
cefsful. 

The  controverfy  had  now  advanced,  to  a 
ftage,  which  excited  the  mod  ferious  appre- 
henhons.  The  Parliament  had  alTumed  ju- 
dicial^ as  well  as  legiflative  powers  ;  and  di- 
reded  their  vengeance  againil  Boflon.     Its 
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1774.  port  was  fliut,  and  guarded  by  {hips  of  war  ;• 
its  commerce  was  interdidled  ;  its  tradefmen 
were  without  employment;  and  its  poor  with- 
out bread.  A  military  Governor  prefided 
there,  and  was  drawing  together  all  the  Brit- 
ifh  troops  from  every  part  of  America  ;  that 
he  might  be  prepared,  to  make  any  fanguina- 
ry  experiment,  which,  in  the  minifterial  plan 
of  coercion,  might  be  judged  necelTary. 

The  fympathy  of  their  American  breth- 
ren, raifed  contributions,  for  the  relief  of  the 
numerous  poor  in  Bolion,  who  were  regarded 
as  faffering  in  the  common  caufe.  But,  to 
guard  ourfelves  effectually  againil  the  gather- 
ing llorm,  a  utiion  of  the  Colonics  Was  thought 
abfolutely  neceffary  ;  and  recourfe  was  had  to 
the  fame  meafure  which  had  formerly  been 
tried  in  cafes  of  common  danger,  to  hold  a 
Congress  of  delegates  from  each  Colony. 

The  enemies  of  America  have  uniformly 
cenfured  this  meafure  as  unprecedented,  ille- 
gal and  dangerous.  That  it  was  dangerous 
to  the  defigns  of  the  Britiili  adminiftration,  is 
admitted  ;  but  for  that  reafon,  it  was  to  us 
the  means  of  fafety.  Though  it  was  not  fup- 
ported  by  any  written  law,yet  it  M^as  evident- 
ly founded  on  felf  prefervation,  the  firll  law 
of  nature.  But  that  it  was  unprecedented, 
is  a  very  great  miflake.  From  the  middle 
of  the  preceding  century,  the  united  Colonies 
of  New-Kngl and,  held  annual,  or  femiannual 
meetings  of  Commiffioners,  on  their  common 
concerns,  for  above  forty  years.  From  the 
reign  of  Oueen  Anne,  to  that  of  George  the 
fecond.  Governors,  and  delegates  from  Coun- 
cils and  Affemblies,  occalionally  met  in  cen- 
tral places,  to  hold  conferences  relative  to  the 
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operations  of  war,  or  treaties  vv^ith  the  Indian  1774. 
tribes.*  Thefe  meetings,  ufually  called  by 
the  name  of  Congresses,  though  unknown, 
or  difregarded  in  Britain,  were  familiar  to  the 
people  of  America  ;  and  what  could  be  a 
more  natural  or  obvious  ftep,  in  a  time  of 
common  danger,  than  to  aiTemble  by  depu- 
ties, and  confer  on  the  means  of  fafety  ?  Pre- 
cedents were  numerous,  that  Governors  and 
delegates  had  held  thefe  AfTemblies,  when 
their  intereils  were  united  ;  what  then  fliould 
hinder  the  people  from  following  the  exam- 
ple, when  their  intereil  required  them  to 
meet,  without  their  Governors,  who  were 
endeavoring  to  maintain  a  feparate  intereft  ?  -. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Aflcmbly  of  New- 
Hampfliire,  in  the  fpring,  the  Houfe  of  Rep-  '^^  ^°' 
refentatives,  conformably  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  AfTemblies  in  the  other  Colonies,  ap- 
pointed a  committee  of  correfpondence.  The 
Governor,  who  had  in  vain  labored  to  prevent 
this  meafare,  adjourned  the  Aflemblv,  and  ,  .  « 
after  a  few  days,  diffolved  it ;  hoping,  by  this 
means, to  diiTolve  thecommittee  alfo.  But  they 
were  not  reilridled  by  forms.  On  a  fummons 
iffued  by  the  committee,  the  Reprefentatives 
met  again,  in  their  own  chamber.  The  Gov-  ■'^"  ^  ' 
ernor,  attended  by  the  Sheriff  of  the  coun- 
ty, went  among  them.  They  rofe  at  his  en- 
trance. He  declared  their  meeting  illegal, 
and  diredled  the  Sheriff  to  make  open  procla- 
mation, for  all  perfons  to  difperfe,   and  keep 

•  'May  6,  I754''     A  queftion  was  moved  In  Council  by  t!ic  Go-vernor, 
'  Whether  it  be  not  an  itifringfment  of  the  prerogative  for  the  Houfe  to 

*  join  with  the  Council,   in  appointing  delegates  to  the  Conj;r.ls  at  Alha- 

•  ny  f  To  which  the  Couucil  anfwered  ;  that  the  Houfe  had  no  ir.'t.r- 
'  cnt  right  ;  but  it  lad  Been  long  the  ctiflnm,  at  fuch  ii-.tcrviewi^  for  ths 
'  lower  Houfe  to  nominate  ptrfons,  to  be  joined  with  fuch  as  the  C^urtil 
'  fliould  appoint,*  Council  minutes. 
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1774.    the  King's  Peace.   When  he  had  retired  they 
refunied  their  feats ;  but,  on  further  confider- 
ation,  adjourned  to  another  houfe  ;  and  after 
fome    converfation,    wrote  letters  to  all  the 
towns  in    the  Province  ;  requefling  them  to 
fend  deputies,  to  hold   a  Convention  at  Exe- 
ter, vp^ho  Ihould  choofe  delegates  for  a  gene- 
ral Congrefs  ;  and  to  pay  their    refpecflive 
quotas  of  two  hundred  pounds,  agreeably  to 
the    laft    proportion   of  the  Provincial    tax. 
They  alfo  recommended  a  day  of  failing  and 
prayer,  to  be  obferved  by  the  feveral  congre- 
gations, on  account  of  the  gloomy  appear- 
ance of  public  affairs.     The  day  was   obfer- 
ved, with  religious  folemnity".     The  money 
;n]yi4.      v/as    colledled.     Eighty-five    deputies    were 
chofen  and  met  at  Exeter,  where  they  delega- 
juiyai/    |-e^  Nathaniel   Folfom    and   John   Sullivan, 
Efquires,  to  attend  the  propofed  Congrefs,  at 
Philadelphia,  in  September,  and  delivered  to 
them  the  money  which  had  been   collected, 
to  defray  their  expenfes.     They  alfo  recom- 
mended the  diftreffed  ftate  of  Boflon,  to  the 
commiferation   of  their    brethren    in    New- 
Hampfliire  ;  and  contributions  were  raifed  in 
many  of  the  towns  for  their  relief. 
^       The  Governor  was  now  convinced,  and  in 
aryrcgiftei.  his  lettcrs  to  the  minilfry  acknowledged,  that 
j/paV^r .  '  the  union  of  the  Colonies  would  not  be  loft 
&e.  <  in  New-Hampfliire.*     At  the  fame  time,  he 

did  the  people  the  juftice  to  fay,  that  they 
had  abilained  from  violence  and  outrage,  and 
that  the  laws  had  their  courfe..  In  his  letters 
which  v/ere  publilhed  by  the  miniftry,  there 
appears  a  fpirit  of  candor  toward  the  people, 
as  well  as  a  defire  to  recommend  himfelf  to 
the  approbation  of  his  fuperiors.     Though 
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he  faw  another  authority  rifing  in  the  Pro-  1774. 
viace,  founded  on  the  broad  bafis  of  public 
opinion,  and  unreflrained  reprefentation,  an 
authority  over  which  he  had  no  influence  or 
control ;  yet  he  endeavored  to  preferve  the 
fhadow  of  the  royal  government,  and  keep  up 
its  forms  as  long  as  pofTible. 

But  it  was  impracticable  for  a  perfon,  cir- 
cumflanced  as  he  was,  to  with  ft  and  the  fpirit 
of  the  people.*  That  his  wifti  was  to  pre- 
vent a  rupture,  there  is  fufficient  evidence, 
for  candor  to  believe.  Cut  it  cannot  be 
thought  itrange,  that  in  his  endeavors  to  com- 
ply with  the  expedations  of  the  miniftry, 
and  their  inflruments,  which  he  conceived  to 
be  his  duty,  he  fliould  fall  into  fuch  a  fnare, 
as  to  lofe  the  affedlions  of  the  people  ;  for  it 
was  impoffible  to  pleafe  both. 

The  troops  in  Bofton  wanted  barracks,  to 
fecure  them  againft  the  approaching  winter. 
The  artificers  of  the  town,were,by  the  popular 
voice,  reftrained  from  working  in  the  fervice 
of  Government.  General  Gage  was  there- 
fore obliged  to  fend  for  affiftance  to  the  neigh- 
boring Governors,  and,  among  others, to  Gov- 
ernor Wentworth.  Inftead  of  convening  his 
Council  for  their  advice,  or  iffuing  a  procla- 
mation, inviting  help  and  promifing  reward, 
he  privately  employed  a  perfon  to  hire  car- 
penters to  go  to  Bofton.  It  was  impoflible 
that  the  fecret  fhould  be  kept,  and  when  it 
was  known,  his  beft  friends    reprobated  his 

•  The  following  parapraphj  of  one  of  his  private  letters^  written  at  that 
timPj  to  a  cnnfiiential  frienfl^  dcferves  to  be  remembered. 

•  Our  hemifphere  thrcacens  a  hurricane.  I  have  in  vain  ftrovCj  almoft 
•  to  death  to  prevent  it.  If  I  can^  at  lafl,  bting  out  of  it,  fafety  to  my 
'  country,  and  honor  to  our  foverei^n,  my  labors  will  be  joyful.  My 
"■  heart  is  devoted  to  it,  3Pd  yt'U  know  its  finccrity.' 

MS  letter  to  T.  W.  W. 
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1774.  condudl.  The  Committee  of  Portiinouth,  at 
the  head  of  which,  was  his  uncle,  Hunking 
Wentworth,  bore  their  public  teilimony  a- 
gainfl:  it ;  and  cenfured  him,  not  by  name, 
but  by  implication,  as  '  an  enemy  to  the  com- 
munity,' and  the  men  whom  he  had  employ- 
ed, as  '  unworthy  of  fociety.'  The  agent  in 
this  fccret  bufmefs,  was  brought  on  his  knees 
before  the  committee  of  Rocheller,  and  made 
an  humble  acknowedgment.  This  pinident 
Hep  of  the  committee,  difarmed  the  popular 
rage,  and  prevented  any  injury  to  his  per- 
fon  or  property. 

g^  ^  The  tranfaclions    of  the  Congrefs   which 

met  at  Philadelphia,  were  univerfally  ap- 
proved. The  fpirit  of  them  was  firm,  but 
pacific.  The  mode  of  oppofition,  to  the  ar- 
bitrary claims  of  Britain,  which  they  recom- 
mended, was  non-importation  and  non-con- 
fumption.  But  in  the  clofe  of  their  addrefs, 
to  their  conftituents,  they  advifed  them  to 
*  extend  their  views  to  the  molt  unhappy  e- 
'  vents,  and  to  be  in  all  refpedls  prepared  for 
'  every  contingency.'  Not  long  after  this  ad- 
vice was  made  public,  a  contingency  prefent- 
ed  itfelf,  in  which  the  people  of  New-Hamp- 
fiiire  gave  an  example  of  that  fpirit,  by  which 
the  whole  country  was  animated. 

An  order  having  been  pafiTed  by  the  King 
in  Council,  prohibiting  the  exportation  of 
gunpowder  and  other  military  flores,to  Amer- 

Dec.  13.  ica  ;  a  copy  of  it  was  brought  by  exprefs  to 
Portfmouth,  at  a  time,  when  a  ,  fliip  of  war 
was  daily  expe6led  from  Bofton,  with  a  party 
of  troops,  to  take  poifeffion  of  fort  William 
and  Mary,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour. 
The  committee  of  the  town,  with  all  uolfible 
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fecrefy  and  difpatch,  colledled  a  company,  1774. 
from  that  and  fome  of  the  neighboring  towns; 
and  before  the  Governor  had  any  fufpicion 
of  their  intentions,  they  proceeded  to  New- 
caftle,  and  affaulted  the  fort.  The  Captain 
and  his  five  men  (which  was  the  whole  gar- 
rifon)  were  confined,  and  one  hundred  bar- 
rels of  powder  were  carried  off.  The  next 
day,  another  company  went  and  removed 
fifteen  of  the  lighted  cannon,  and  all  thefmall 
arms,  with  fome  other  warlike  ftores  ;  which 
they  diftributed  in  the  feveral  towns,  under 
the  care  of  the  committees.  Major  John 
Sullivan,  and  Captain  John  Langdon,  diflin- 
guillied  themfelves,  as  leaders  in  this  afiair. 
It  was  tranfa6led  with  great  expedition  and 
alacrity,  and  in  the  mofl  fortunate  point  of 
time  ;  juft  before  the  arrival  of  the  Scar- 
borough frigate,  and  Canfeau  floop,  with  fev- 
eral companies  of  foldiers  ;  who  took  poffef- 
fion  of  the  fort,  and  of  the  heavy  cannon 
which  had  not  been  removed. 

The  Governor  put  the  five  men,  who  be- 
longed to  the  fort,  on  board  the  fhips  of  war, 
to  be  referved  as  evidences  in  cafe  of  a  profe- 
cution  of  the  offenders  for  high  treafon  ;  and 
having  confulted  Council  in  this  and  the 
neighbouring  Province,  thought  it  his  duty  ; 
that  he  might  prevent  any  charge  of  mifprif- 
ion  of  treafon  againft  himfelf;  to  dilmifsfrom 
public  truft,  all  thofe  perfons  concerned  in 
the  afliiult  of  the  fort,  who  had  held  any  of- 
fice under  the  government,  and  concerning' 
whofe  proceedings  he  had  authentic  teflimo- 
ny.  He  alfo  ilfued  a  proclamation,  com- 
manding all  officers,  civil  and  military,  to  af- 
fift  in  detedling  and  fecuring  the  ofienders  ; 
Nn 
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1774.  and  exhortingall  the  people  to  beware  of  being 
feduced,  by  the  fall'e  arts  and  menaces  of 
abandoned  men. 

It  was  thought  proper  by  the  Governor 
and  fome  of  his  friends,  to  form  an  affocia- 
tion,  for  the  fupport  of  the  royal  govern- 
ment, and  for  their  mutual  defence.  They 
boafted,  that  an  hundred  men  could  be  pro- 
cured, from  the  fhips,  at  a  minute's  warning. 

1775  This  tranfaclion  expofed  the  weaknefs  of  the 
caufe,  w^hich  they  meant  to  fupport  ;  for 
what  could  an  hundred  men  do  againil  the 
whole  country  ? 

A  fecond  convention  of  deputies  met  at 

Jan.  aj.  Exeter,  to  confult  on  the  ftate  of  affairs,  and 
appoint  delegates  for  the  next  general  Con- 
grefs,  to  be  holden  on  the  tenth  of  May,  at 
Philadelphia.  Major  Sullivan  and  Captain 
Langdon  were  chofen  ;  and  the  fum  of  two 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  was  ordered  to  de- 
fray their  expenles.  This  convention  iflued 
an  addrefs  to  the  people,  warning  them  of 
their  danger  ;  exhorting  them  to  union,  peace 
and  harmony,  frugality,  induftry,  manufac- 
tures, and  learning  the  military  art  ;  that 
they  might  be  able,  if  necelTary,  to  defend  the 
country  againft  invafion.  They  appointed  a 
committee  of  correfpondence,  with  power  to 
call  another  convention,  when  they  fliould 
judge  it  necefTary. 

The  winter  pafTed  away  in  gloomy  appre- 
henfion  and  anxiety.  Men  of  confideration 
faw  that  a  wide  breach  was  made,  and  that  it 
could  not  eafily  be  clofed.  Some  happy  ge- 
nius was  wanted  to  plan,  and  wifdom  on  both 
fides  to  adopt,  a  conftitution  for  Britain  and 
America.     Royal  charters  and  inftruc^ions. 
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a6ls  of  Parliaments  and  precedents  of  all  kinds,  1113. 
were  at  beft  but  a  rotten  foundation.  The 
ftore  of  temporary  expedients  was  exhaufl- 
ed.  It  was  doubtful  whether  force  could  gen- 
erate fubmiffion,  or  whether  reiiltance  could 
enervate  force.  Neither  country  was  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  ilrength  and  refources  of  the  other. 
The  prefs  teemed  with  arguments  on  both 
fides  ;  but  no  plan  of  conciliation  was  adopt- 
ed. A  fair  and  candid  reprefentation  of  our 
grievances  could  not  be  received,  in  the  Court 
of  Britain.  Ea.ch  fide  was  tenacious  of  its 
claims,  and  there  appeared  no  difpofition  to 
relax.  When  two  independent  nations  are 
in  fuch  a  ftate,  they  generally  find  among 
their  friends  and  allies,  fome  mediating  pow- 
er, to  bring  them  to  terms  and  prevent  a 
rupture.  Between  Britain  and  America,  no 
mediator  could  be  found.  The  controverfy 
could  be  decided  only  by  the  fupreme  arbi- 
ter of  nations. 

The  firft  fliips,  which  arrived  in  the  fpring, 
brought  us  news  that  the  petition  of  Congrefs 
was  graciouily  received  by  the  King  ;  and 
that  the  merchants  of  England  were  petition- 
ing in  our  favor.  This  revived  our  hopes. 
Soon  after  we  were  informed,  that  the  Par- 
liament had  voted  the  exiftence  of  a  rebellion 
in  Malllichufetts  ;  and  that  the  other  Colo- 
nies were  aiding  and  afTilfing  :  That  the 
Lords  and  Commons  had  addreffed  the  King, 
to  enforce  the  revenue-adls,  and  had  alTured 
him,  that  they  would  fland  by  him,  with  their 
lives  and  fortunes  :  That  the  King  had  de- 
mianded  an  augmentation  of  his  forces,  by 
fea  and  land  :  That  the  commerce  of  the 
New-England  Colonies  was  to  be  reilrained, 
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1775.  and  their  fifhery  prohibited  ;  and  that  an  ad- 
ditional number  of  troops,  horfe  and  foot, 
were  ordered  to  America.  Thefe  tidings 
threw  us  into  diilrefs.  A  war  feemed  inevi- 
table ;  and  a  gloom  overfpread  the  whole 
country.  The  people  of  Boflon  began  to  re- 
move from  the  town  ;  and  thofe,  who  could 
not  remove,  were  felicitous  to  fecure  their 
mod  valuable  effects.  In  the  midft  of  this 
diilrefs,  a  frigate  arrived  exprefs  from  Eng- 

Aprii  14.  land  ;  with  an  account  of  a  propofal  made 
and  voted  in  Parliament,  which  was  called 
Lord  North's  conciliatory  propofition.  It 
was  this  ;  '  that  when  any  Colony  by  their 
'  Governor,  Council  and  AlTembly,  fliall  en- 

*  gage  to  make  provifion,  for  the  fupport  of 
'  civil  government,  and  adminiilration  of  juf- 

*  tice,  in  fuch  colony  ;  it  will    be  proper,  if 

*  fuch  propofal  be  approved  by  the  King  and 

*  Parliament,  for  fo  long   time   as  fuch  pro- 
'  vifioa  Ihall  be  made,  to  forbear  to  levy  any 

*  duties  or  taxes  in  fuch   Colony,  except  for 
'  the  regulation  of  Commerce  ;  the  neat  pro- 

*  ceeds  of  which  fhall  be  carried  to  the  ac- 
'  count  of  fuch  Colony  refpe6lively.'  The 
troops,  however,  were  to  remain  ;  and  the 
refradlory  Colonies  were  to  be  punifhed. 
This  propofition  was  faid  to  be  founded  on 
fome  advice,  received  from  New- York,  that 
if  conceilions  were  made  by  Parliament,  they 
would  cenfure  the  proceedings  of  Congrefs, 
and  break  the  union  of  the  Colonies.  The 
propofal  was  evidently  a  bait  thrown  out  to 
divide  us,  and  tempt  us  to  defert  the  Colony 
of  Maflachufetts  ;  who  could  not  comply, 
without  fubmitting  to  the  alteration,  lately 
jnade  by  Parliament  in  their  charter. 
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What  might  have  been  the  effedl  of  this     1775. 
propofition  in  the  other  Colonics,  if  it  had 
been  allowed  time  to  operate,  is  uncertain. 
The  condudl  of  General  Gage,  on  receiving 
this  news,   was  in  the  higheil  degree  abfurd 
and  inconfiftent.     He   had   been  blamed  in 
Parliament  for  his  inactivity.   He  \\2<.<X  frie7uh 
in  Bofton,  who  conftantly  allured  him,  that 
the  people  in  the  country  would  not  dare  to 
face  his  troops.     He  had  been  informed  of  a 
magazine  of  provihons    and  ftores,  at  Con- 
cord, laid  up  by  the  Provincial  Congrefs,  in 
cafe  of  extremity.     With  the  news   of  the 
conciliatory  propofition,  he  received  orders  to 
make  an  experiment  of  its  lliccefs.     On  the  ApiniS. 
eighteenth  day  of  April,  he  iflued  v>^rits  for 
calling  a  general  Aifembly,  to  comply  with 
the  propofed  terms  of  reconciliation  ;  and  in 
the  night  following,  he  privately  difpatched  a 
body  of  his  troops,  to  deflroy  the  magazine 
at  Concord  ;  and  to  feize  fome  of  the  lead- 
ers of  oppofition,  who  had  retired  from  the 
town.     He  was  induced  to  believe, that  if  be- 
tween the  iffning  of  his  writs,  and  the  meet- 
ing of  the  AlTembly,  he  could  .ftrike  a  bold 
ftroke  ;  it  would    fo    intimidate  the  people, 
and  unfit  them  for  defence,  that  they  would 
ealily  comply  with  the  terms  propofed.      But 
he  totally  miftook  the  genius  of  the   people 
of  New-England.     Nor  were  his  defigns  car- 
ried  on   fo   fecretly   as   he  imagined.     The 
popular  leaders   were   feafonably  apprifed  of 
their  danger,  and  kept  themfalves  out  of  his 
reach.     The   country   was   alarmed,  by  ex- 
preiTes  fent  off  in  the  night,  before  he    had 
taken  the  precaution- to  ihut    the  avenues  of 
the  town.     A  company  of  armed    citizens 
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1775.  kept  guard  at  Lexington,  on  the  road  to  Con- 
cord. The  Britilli  troops,  when  they  appear- 
ed in  the  morning,  having  ordered  them  to 
difperfe,  fired  upon  them,  as  they  were  re- 
tiring, and  killed  feveral  on  the  fpot.     They 

April  19.  then  proceeded  to  Concord,  and  deftroyed 
fuch  of  the  ftores  as  had  not  been  removed  ; 
and  having  accomplilhed  their  objedl,  as  far 
as  they  were  able,  they  retreated  through 
fhowers  of  mufquetry  from  the  people,  who 
fuddenly  colledled  from  all  quarters  to  op- 
pofe  them. 

On  the  alarm  of  this  a<5l  of  hoflility,  the 
people  of  New-Hamplhire,  and  of  the  other 
Colonies,  took  arms,  anci  flew  to  the  aliiflance 
of  their  brethren. 

Notwithilanding  this  ill-advifed  and  un- 
fuccefsful  attempt  of  Gage,  Governor  Went- 
worth  had  very  fanguine  hopes  of  the  good 
effedl  of  the  *  conciliatory  proportion  ;'  and 
determined,  as  he  faid,  '  to  plant  the  root  of 

*  peace  in  New-Hampfliire.'  He  fummoned 
a  new  AlTembly  ;  and  in  his  fpeech,  entreat- 
ed them,  as  '  the  only  legal  and  conflitution- 

*  al  Reprefentatives  of  the  people,  to  direct 
'  their  counfels  to  fuch  meafures,  as  might 
'  tend  to  fecure  their  peace  and  fafety  ;  and 
'  effesflually  lead  to  a  reftoration  of  the  pub- 
'  lie  tranquillity  ;  and  an  afFe(5lionate   recon- 

*  ciliation  with  the  mother  country.'  The 
Houfe  defired  a  fliort  recefs,  that  they  might 
advife  with  their  conflituents  on  fo  momen- 
tous a  queftion  ;  and  the  Governor  relucft- 
antly  confented  to  adjourn  them  to  the  twelfth 
day  of  June. 

in  the  mean  time,  the  officers  and  men  of 
the  Scarborough  began  to  difmantle  the  fort ; 
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they  alfo  (lopped  two  vefTels  laden  with  pro-  1775. 
vifions,  which  were  coming  into  the  harbor; 
and  notwithftanding  the  moll  preflmg  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  inhabitants,  and  foUcitation 
of  the  Governor,  refufed  to  releafe  them. 
Upon  this,  a  body  of  armed  men,  went  to  a 
battery  on  Jerry's  point,  at  Great-Ifland,  and  ^^y  a^- 
took  aw^ay  eight  cannon  of  twenty-four  and 
thirty-two  pound  (hot,  which  they  brought 
up  to  Portfmouth  ;  and  whilil  they  were  en- 
gaged in  this  work,  the  Canfeau  floop  convoy- 
ed the  two  provifion  veffeis  to  Bollon,  for  the 
fupply  of  the  fleet  and  army. 

A  new  convention  was  at  this  time  fitting 
at  Exeter  ;  in  which  the  Province  was  more 
fully  and  equally  reprefented,  than  it  ever 
had  been  before.  They  paffed  votes  of  thanks 
to  thofe  who  had  taken  the  powder  and  guns 
from  the  fort,  in  the  preceding  winter,  and 
to  thofe  who  had  removed  the  cannon  from 
the  battery.  They  alfo  inil:rud;ed  the  Rep- 
refentatives,  how  to  acl  at  the  next  meeting 
of  the  Alfembly  ;  and  the  voice  of  the  con- 
vention was  regarded  by  the  Houfe,  as  the 
voice  of  their  conllitueuts. 

At  the  adjournment,  the  Governor  again  janc  is. 
recommended  '  the  conciliatory  propoiition.' 
The  firfc  flep  which  the  Houfe  took,  was  in 
obedience  to  the  voice  of  the  convention,  to 
expel  three  members  whom  the  Governor 
had  called  by  the  King's  writ,  from  three  new 
townfliips;  whilfl  many  other  towns,  of  much 
older  Handing,  and  more  populous,  were  ne- 
glected, and  never  enjoyed  the  privilege  of 
reprefentation,  but  in  the  newly  eflablifhed 
conventions.  The  Governor  then  adjourned 
the  AfTembly  to  the  eleventh  of  July.     One 
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1775*  of  tlie  expelled  members,  having  fpoken  liis 
mind  freely  without  doors,  was  aflkulted  by 
the  populace,  and  took  fhelter  in  the  Gover- 
nor's houfe.  The  people  demanded  him,  and 
brought  a  gun,  mounted  on  a  carriage,  to  the 
door  ;  upon  which  the  oflender  v/as  delivered 
up,  and  conveyed  to  Exeter.  The  Governor, 
conceiving  himfelf  infulted,  retired  to  the 
fort ;  and  his  houfe  became  a  fcene  of  pillage. 

July  II.  When  the  AiTembly  met  again,  he  fent  a 
mefTage  from  the  fort,  and  adjourned  them, 
to  the  twenty-eighth  of  September  ;  but  they 
never  met  any  more.  He  continued  under 
the  protedlion  of  the  Scarborough,  and  an- 
other fhip  of  war,  till  all  the  remaining  can- 

Ang.  24  non  of  the  fort  were  taken  on  board,  and 
then  failed  for  Bofton.  In  September  he 
came  to  the  liles  of  Shoals,  and  there  iiTued 
a  proclamation,  adjourning  the  Affembly  to 
the  next  April.  This  was  the  lad  ac5l  of  his 
adminiflration,  and  the  lafl  time  that  he  feC 
his  foot  in  the  Province.  Thus  an  end  was 
put  to  the  Britifh  Government  in  New- 
Hampfhire,  when  it  had  fubfifted  ninety-five 
years. 

From  this  view  of  the  adminiflration  of  Gov- 
ernor Wentworth,  it  is  eafy  to  conclude,  that 
his  intentions  were  pacific  ;  and  whilfl  the 
temper  of  the  times  allowed  him  to  a6l  agree- 
ably to  his  ovsm  principles,  his  government 
was  acceptable  and  beneficial ;  but  when  mat- 
ters had  come  to  the  woril,  his  faults  were 
as  few,  and  his  conducfl  as  temperate,  as  could 
be  expedled  from  a  fervant  of  the  Crown.  If 
a  comparifon  be  drawn,  between  him  and 
mod  of  the  other  Governors  on  this  conti- 
nent, at  the  beginning  of  the  revolutionj  he 
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muft  appear  to  advantage.  In  (lead  of  widen-  1775» 
ing  the  breach,  he  endeavored  to  cloic  it ; 
and  when  his  efforts  failed,  he  retired  from  a 
Situation,  where  he  could  no  longer  exercife 
the  office  of  a  Governor  j  leaving  his  eftate 
and  many  of  his  friends  ;  and  preferving  only 
his  commiflion,  as  furveyor  ot  the  King's 
woods  ;  the  limits  of  which  were  much  con- 
tracted by  the  fucceeding  revolution. 


O.  o 
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CHAP.  XXV. 


War  ivtfh  Britain.  Change  of  Governvient.  Temporary  Con- 
Jiituiion-  Jndkpendencb.  Military  exertions.  Stark**  ex' 
pedition.     Employment  of  troops  during  the  •war. 

l^'jK  When  the  cantroverfy  with  Bri- 

tain fliewed  fymptoms   of  hoftility,  and  the 
defign  of  the  Miniftry  and  Parliament  to  pro- 
voke us  to  arms  became  apparent  ;  the  peo- 
ple  of  New-Hampfliire    began    ferioiilly  tO' 
meditate  the  defence  of  their  country.     It 
was  uncertain    in    what    manner  the  fcene 
would  open  ;  fbr  this  and  other   reafons   no 
regular  plan  of  operations  could  be  formed. 
By  the  old  militia  lavs^,  every  male  inhabitant, 
from  ffxteen  years  old  to  fixty,  was  obliged  to 
be  provided   with   a   muflcet   and    bayonet^ 
fcnapfack,  cartridge-box,  one  pound  of  pow- 
der, twenty  bullets  and  twelve  flints.     Every 
town  was  obliged  to  keep   in  readinefs    one 
barrel   of  powder,  two  hundred   pounds  of 
lead  and  three  hundred  flints,  for  every  fixty 
men  ;  befide  a  quantity  of  arms  and  amunu- 
nition  for   the  fupply  of  fuch  as  were  not 
able  to  provide  themfelves  with  the  neceflary 
articles.     Even  thofe  perfons  who   were   ex- 
empted from  appearing  at  the  common  mili- 
tary trainings,  were  obliged  to  keep  the  fame 
arms  and  am.munition.     In  a  time  of  peace,, 
thefe  requifitions  v/ere  negle6led,and  the  peo- 
ple in  general  were  not  completely  furniflied, 
nor   the   towns   fupplied  according  to   law. 
The  care  which  the  Governor  had  taken  to 
appoint  ofiicers  of  militia  and  review  the  re- 
giments, for  fome  years  before,  had  awakexir- 
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ed  their  attention  to  the  duties  of  the  parade;  1775. 
which  were  performed  with  renewed  ardor, 
after  the  provincial  convention  had  recom- 
mended the  learning  of  military  exercifes  and 
manoeuvres.  Voluntary  alluciations  were 
formed  for  this  purpofe,  and  the  mod  expe- 
rienced perfons  were  chofen  to  command  on 
thefe  occaiions.  To  prevent  falfe  rumors  and 
confuiion,  the  committees  of  infpedlion  in 
each  town  were  alfo  committees  of  corref- 
pondence,  by  whom  all  intelligence  concern- 
ing the  motions  of  the  Britiih,  were  to  be 
communicated  ;  and  proper  perfons  were  re- 
tained to  carry  expreiTes  when  there  fliould  be 
occalion. 

In  this  ftate  of  anxiety  and  expe(f):ation  ; 
when  an  early  fpring  had  invited  the  huf- 
bandman  to  the  labor  of  the  field  ;  General  April  ij. 
Gage  thought  it  proper  to  open  the  dra- 
ma of  war.  The  alarm  was  immediately 
communicated  from  town  to  town  through 
the  whole  country,  and  volunteers  flocked 
from  all  parts  ;  till  a  body  of  ten  thoufand 
men  affembled  in  the  neighborhood  of  Bof- 
ton,  completely  inverted  it  on  the  land  fide, 
and  cut  off  ail  communication  with  the 
i:ountry. 

On  the  firft  alarm,  about  twelve  hundred 
men  marched  from  the  neareft  parts  of  New- 
Hampihire,  to  join  their  brethren,  who  had 
affembled  in  arms  about  Bollon.  Of  thefe, 
fome  returned  ;  others  formed  themfelves 
into  two  regiments,  under  the  authority  of 
the  MafTachufetts  Convention.  As  foon  as  May  if» 
the  Provincial  Congrefs  of  New-Hampfhire 
met,  they  voted  to  raife  two  thoufand  men, 
to  be  formed  into  three  regiments  ;  thofq 
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1775.  which  were  already  there  to  be  accounted  as 
two,  and  another  to  be  mlifled  unmediately. 
Thefe  men  engaged  to  ferve  till  the  lad  day 
of  December,  unlefs  fooner  difcharged.  The 
command  of  thefe  regiments  was  given  to 
the  Colonels  John  Stark,  James  Reed  and 
Enoch  Poor.  The  two  former  were  prefent 
in  the  memorable  battle  on   the  heights   of 

Tunc  17.  Charleftown,  being  polled  on  the  left  wing, 
behind  a  fence  ;  from  which  they  forely  gall- 
ed the  Britifh  as  they  advanced  to  the  attack, 
and  cut  them  down  by  whole  ranks  at  once. 
In  their  retreat  they  loft  feveral  men,  and 
among  others,  the  brave  Major  Andrew 
McClary,  who  was  killed  by"  a  cannon  fhot 
after  he  had  pafled  the  ifthmus  of  Charlef- 
town. On  the  alarm  occaiioned  by  this  bat- 
tle, the  third  regiment  collected  and  marcheci 

June  fto.  to  the  camp  ;  and  with  the  other  New-Hamp- 
fhire  troops  was  pofted  on  the  left  wing  of 
the  army  at  Winter-Hill,  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  Brigadier-General  Sulli- 
van, who  with  the  other  general  officers,  re-^ 
ceived  his  appointment  from  Congrefs. 

It  had  been  a  common  fentiment  among 
the  Britiili  troops,  that  the  Americans  would 
not  dare  to  fight  with  them.  This  battle  ef- 
fedually  convinced  them  of  their  miftake. 
They  found  that  fighting  with  us  was  a  feri- 
OU3  thing  ;  and  the  lofs  which  they  fuftained 
in  this  battle,  evidently  had  an  influence  on 
their  fubfequent  operations. 

Whilft  the  Scarborough  frigate  remained 
in  the  harbour  of  Pafcataqua,  frequent  bick- 
erings happened  between  her  crew  and  the 
inhabitants.  Captain  Berkeley  feized  all  in- 
ward bound  vefTels,  and  fent  them  to  Bofton. 
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He  alfo  prevented  tlie  boats  belonging  to  the  1775. 
river  from  going  out  to  catch  filh.  This  con- 
du6l  was  conformable  to  the  orders  which  he 
had  received  to  execute  the  reflraining  aifl. 
In  return,  his  boats  were  not  permitted  to 
fetch  provifions  from  the  town  ;  and  one  of 
them  was  fired  upon  in  the  night,  by  fome  of 
the  guards  ftationed  on  the  Ihore.  A  com- 
prornife,  at  length,  was  made  between  him 
and  the  committee  of  the  town  ;  open  boats 
were  permitted  to  pafs,  to  catch  filh  for  the 
inhabitants  ;  and  his  boats  w^ere  allowed  to 
take  frefli  provifions  for  the  ufe  of  the  fliip. 
This  agreement  fabfifted  but  a  ihort  time, 
and  finally  all  intercourfe  was  cut  off. 

After  the  departure  of  the  (hip,  the  peo- 
ple went  in  volunteer  parties,  under  the  di-  "^"^^  ^'** 
redlion  of  Major  Ezekiel  Worthen,  whom  the 
convention  appointed  Engineer,  and  built 
forts  on  the  points  of  two  iilands,  which  form 
a  narrow  channel,  about  a  mile  below  the 
town  of  Portfmouth.  One  of  thefe  was 
called  Fort  Walhington,  and  the  other  Fort 
Sullivan.  The  cannon  which  had  been  fa,ved 
from  the  old  fort  and  battery  were  mounted 
here,  and  the  town  was  thought  to  be  fecure 
from  being  furprifed  by  fliips  of  war. 

The  tenth  of  September  was  the  lafi:  day  sept.  le. 
of  exportation  fixed  by  the  general  Congrefs. 
Moft  of  the  velTels  which  failed  out  of  the 
harbor  were  feized  by  the  Britilh  cruifers  and 
carried  into  Bofton.  One  was  retaken  by  a 
privateer  of  Beverly  and  carried  into  Cape- 
Anne. 

In   the  following  month,   feveral   Britifii  oaokns. 
armed  vefTels  were  fent  to  burn  the  tov/n  of 
Falmouth  5  which  was  in   part  eiTccpced,  by 
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1775.  throwing  carcafes  and  fending  a  party  on 
Ihore,  under  cover  of  their  guns.  It  was  fuf- 
pe<fted  that  they  had  the  fame  defign  againlt 
Portfmouth.  General  Wafhington  difpatch- 
ed  Brigadier  General  Sullivan  from  the  camp 
at  Cambridge,  with  orders  to  take  the  com- 
mand of  the  militia  and  defend  the  harbour 
of  Pafcataqtia.  On  this  occafion,  the  works 
eredled  on  the  iflands  were  ftrengthened  ;  a 
boom,  conilru6led  with  mafts  and  chains, 
was  thrown  acrofs  the  Narrows,  which  was 
feveral  times  broken  by  the  rapidity  of  the 
current,  until  it  was  found  impolTible  to  fe- 
cure  the  paflage  by  fuch  means  ;  an  old  fliip 
was  fcuttled  and  funk  in  the  northern  chan- 
nel of  the  river  ;  a  company  of  rifle-men, 
from  the  camp,  was  polled  on  Great-Ifland ; 
and  fire-rafts  were  conftru(5led  to  burn  the 
enemy's  fliipping.  Thefe  preparations  ferved 
to  keep  up  the  fpirits  of  the  people  ;  but 
many  families,  not  thinking  themfelves  fafe 
in  Portiinouth,  removed  into  the  country,and 
there  remained  till  the  next  fpring. 

A  fpirit  of  violent  refentment  was  excited 
againil  all  who  v/ere  fufped:ed  of  a  difpofi- 
tion  inimical  to  the  American  caufe.  Some 
perfoiis  were  taken  up  on  fufpicion  and  im- 
prifoned  ;  fome  fled  to  Nova-Scotia,  or  to 
England,  or  joined  the  Britifh  army  in  Bof~ 
ton.  Others  v/ere  reflricled  to  certain  lim- 
its and  their  motions  continually  watched. 
The  paflions  of  jealoufy,  hatred  and  revenge 
were  freely  indulged,  and  the  tongue  of  flan- 
der  was  under  no  refliraint.  Wife  and  good 
men  fecrctly  lamented  thefe  exceflTes  ;  but  no 
'  efre(51ual  remedy  could  be  adminifliered.  All 
commiflions  under  the  former  authority  be- 
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ing  annulled,  the  courts  of  juftice  were  fliut,  1775. 
and  the  fword  of  magiftracy  was  fheathed. 
The  Provincial  Convention  directed  the  gene- 
ral affairs  of  the  war  ;  and  town  committees 
had  a  difcretionary,  but  undefined  power  to 
preferve  domeftic  peace.  Habits  of  decency, 
fiimily  government,  and  the  good  examples 
of  influential  perfons,  contributed  more  to 
maintain  order  than  any  other  authority. 
The  value  of  thefe  fecret  bonds  of  fociety 
was  now  more  than  ever  confpicuous. 

In  the  convention  which  met  at  Exeter,  in 
May,  and  continued  fitting  with  but  little  in-  ms^  rcc^^ 
terruption  till  November,  one  hundred  and  vauion. 
two  towns  were  reprefented,  by  one  hundred 
and  thirty-three  members.  Their  firfl  care 
was  to  eftabliih  poll  offices ;  to  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  fupplies  for  the  army,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  fafety.  To  this  laft  committee,  the 
general  initrudlion  was  iimilar  to  that,  given 
by  the  Romans,  to  their  Dictators,  '  to  take 
'  under  confideration,  all  matters  in  which 
'  the  welfare  of  the  Province^  in  the  fecurity 

*  of  their  rights,  is  concerned  ;  and  to  take 

*  the  utmofl  care,  that   the  public  fuflain  no 

*  damage.'*  Particular  inftrudlions  were  giv- 
en to  them,  from  time  to  time,  as  occafioii 
required.  They  were  confidered  as  the  fu- 
preme  executive ;  and  during  the  recefs  of 
the  convention,  their  orders  and  recommend- 
ations had  the  fame  effc6l  as  the  a£ls  and  re« 
folves  of  that  whole  body. 

By  an  order  of  the  convention,  the  former 
Secretary,  Theodore  Atkinfon,  Efq.  delivered 
up  the  province  records,  to  a  committee  which 
was    fent   to    receive    them,   and    Ebenezer 

•  *  Ne  quid  dstriraeDti  refpublira  cspiat.' 


^Oi  HISTORY  OF 

1775.  Thompfoii,  Efq.  was  appointed  in  his  place. 
The  records  of  deeds,  and  of  the  probate  of- 
fice, for  the  county  of  Rockingham,  were  alfo 
removed  to  Exeter,  as  a  place  of  greater  fafe- 
ty  than  Portfniouth.  The  former  Treafurer, 
George  Jaffrey,  Efq.  was  applied  to  for  the 
public  money  in  his  hands,  which,  to  the 
amount  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  fix- 
teen  pounds  four  fliillings  and  eight  pence,  he 
delivered  ;  and  Nicholas  Oilman,  Efq.  was  ap- 
pointed Treafurer  in  his  room. 

During  this  year,  three  emiffions  of  paper 
bills  were  made.  The  firft,  of  ten  thoufand 
and  fifty  pounds  ;  the  fecond,  of  ten  thoufand 
pounds  ;  and  the  third,  of  twenty  thoufand 
pounds.  For  the  amount  of  thofe  funis,  the 
Treafurer  gave  his  obligation  in  fmali  notes, 
which  pafied  for  a  time,  as  current  money, 
equal  in  value  to  filver  and  gold.  But  as 
emifiions  were  multiplied,  as  the  redemption 
of  the  bills  was  put  off  to  diilant  periods,  and 
the  bills  themfelves  were  counterfeited,  it  was 
impofiible  for  them  long  to  hold  their  value. 
Befide  the  three  regiments  which  made 
part  of  the  American  army  at  Cambridge,  a 
company  of  artillery  was  raifed  to  do  duty 
;at  the  forts.  A  company  of  rangers  was  poll- 
ed on  Connecticut  river  ;  and  two  companies 
more  were  appointed,  to  be  ready  to  march 
wherever  the  committee  of  fafety  fhould  di- 
rect:. The  whole  militia  was  divided  into 
twelve  regiments  ;  the  field  officers  were  ap- 
pointed by  the  convention,  and  the  inferior 
officers  were  chofen  by  the  companies.  Out 
of  the  militia  were  inlifted  four  regiments  of 
Tiiinute-men,  fo  called,  becaufe  they  were  to 
t>e  readv  at  a  minute's  warning.    They  were 
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conftantly  trained  to  military  duty,  and  when  1775. 
called  to  fervice  were  allowed  the  fame  pay  as 
the  regiments  in  the  continental  army.  In 
the  fucceeding  winter,  when  the  Connedlicut 
forces  had  withdrawn  from  the  camp,  be- 
caufe  their  time  of  fervice  was  expired,  fix- 
teen  companies  of  the  New-Hampfhire  mili- 
tia, of  hxty-one  men  each,  fupplied  their 
place,  till  the  Britilh  troops  evacuated  Bofton. 
The  convention  having  been  appointed  for 
fix  months  only  ;  before  the  expiration  of 
^  that  time,  applied  to  the  general  Congrefs  for 
their  advice,  refpedling  fome  mode  of  govern- 
ment for  the  future.  In  anfwer  to  which, 
the  Congrefs  recommended  to  them,  '  to  call  ^ov  3, 
'  a  full  and  free  reprefentation  of  the  people; 
'  that  thefe  Reprefentatives,  if  they  Ihould 
'  think  it  neceffiry,   might  eftablilli   fuch  a 

*  form  of  government,  as,  in  their  judgment, 

*  would  befl  conduce  to  the  happinefs  of  the 
'  people,  and  moft  efFe(5lually  tend  to  fecure 
'  peace  and  good  order  in  the  Province,  du- 
'  ring  the  continuance  of  the  difpute  between 
'  Great-Britain  and  the  Colonies.*  On  re- 
ceiving this  advice,  the  convention  took  into 
their  coniideration  the  mode  in  which  a  full  Nov,  14. 
and  free  reprefentation  Ihould  be  called  ;  and 
finally  agreed,  that  each  eledlor  fliould  pof- 

fefs  a  real  eftate  of  twenty  pounds  value,  and 
every  candidate  for  eledlion,  one  of  three 
hundred  pounds  ;  that  every  town,  confift- 
ing  of  one  hundred  families,  fliould  fend  one 
Reprefentative,  and  one  more  for  every  hun- 
dred families  ;  and  that  thofe  towns  which 
contained  a  lefs  number  than  one  hundred 
fliould  be  clafFed.  They  had  before  ordered 
a  furvev  to  be  made  of  the  number  of  peo- 
pp 
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1775.  pie  in  the  feveral  counties  ;  and  having  ob- 
tained it,  they  determined,  that  the  number 
of  Repreientatives  to  the  next  convention, 
fliould  bear  the  following  proportion  to  the 
number  of  people,  viz. 

Rockingham,  37850  people  38  Reprefenta- 
Strafford,  12713  13       tive§, 

Hilbborough,  16447  17 

Cheiliire,  11089  15 

Grafton,  4101  6 


Nov.  1 6. 


In  all     -    -     82200  89 

Thefc  Reprefentatives  were  to  be  empower- 
ed, by  their  conftituents,  to  afTume  govern- 
ment as  recommended  by  the. general  Con- 
grefs,  and  to  continue  for  one  whole  year 
from  the  time  of  fuch  affumption.  The  wa- 
ges of  the  members  were  to  be  paid  by  the 
feveral  towns,  and  their  travelling  expenfes 
out  of  the  public  treafury.  Having  formed 
this  plan,  and  fent  copies  of  it  to  the  feveral 
tov»^ns,  the  convention  dilTolved. 

Tliis  convention  was  compofed  chiefly  of 
men  who  knew  nothing  of  the  theory  of  gov- 
ernment, and  had  never  before  been  concern- 
ed in  public  buiinefs.  In  the  fhort  term  of 
fix  months,  they  acquired  fo  much  knowledge 
by  experience,  as  to  be  convinced,  that  it  was 
improper  for  a  legiflative  AfTembly  to  con- 
fift  of  one  Houfe  only.  As  foon  as  the  nev/ 
convention   came  together,  they  drew   up  a 

Dec.  21.     temporary  form  of  government ;  and,  agree- 
ably  to   the  truft  repofed  in  them  by  their 

yj^r     conflituents,  having  alfumed  the  name  and 
authority  of  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  they 

Jan.  S'       proceeded  to  choofe  twelve  perfons,  to  be  a 
diflind  branch  of  the  leginature,by  the  name 
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of  a  Council.  Of  tliefe,  five  were  chofeii  1776, 
from  the  county  of  Rockingham,  two  from 
Strafford,  two  from  Hillfborough,  two  from 
Cheiliire  and  one  from  Grafton.  Thefe  were 
empowered  to  elecfb  their  own  Prefident,  and 
any  feven  of  them  were  to  be  a  quorum.  It 
was  ordained^  that  no  a6l  or  refolve  fliould 
be  valid,  unlefs  pafled  by  both  branches  of 
the  legiflature  ;  that  all  money  bills  fliould 
originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  ; 
that  neither  Houfe  fhould  adjourn  for  more 
than  two  days,  without  the  confent  of  the 
other  ;  that  a  Secretary,  and  all  other  public 
officers  of  the  Colony,  and  of  each  County, 
for  the  current  year,  all  general  and  field  of- 
ficers of  militia,  and  all  officers  of  the  march- 
ing regiments,  fhoidd  be  appointed  by  the 
two  Houfes  ;  all  fubordinate  militia  officers 
by  their  refpecflive  companies  ;  that  the  pre- 
fent  AfTembly  fliould  fubfift  one  year,  and  if 
the  difpute  with  Britain  fliould  continue 
longer,  and  the  general  Congrefs  lliould  give 
no  directions  to  the  contrary,  that  precepts 
fliould  be  ifTued  annually  to  the  feveral  towns 
on  or  before  the  firft  day  of  November  for 
the  choice  of  Counfellors  and  Reprefentatives, 
to  be  returned  by  the  third  Wednefday  in 
December. 

In  this  hafty  production,  there  were  fome 
material  defects.  One  was  the  want  of  an 
executive  branch  of  government.  To  reme- 
dy this,  the  two  Houfes,  during  their  feffion, 
performed  executive  as  well  as  legiflative  du- 
ty ;  and  at  every  adjournment  appointed  a 
committee  of  fafety,  to  fit  in  the  recefs,  with 
the  fame  powers,  as  had  been  given  in  the 
preceding  year,    by  the   convention.     The 


308  HISTORY  OF 

1776.  number  of  this  committee  varied  from  fix  to 
fixteen.  The  Prefident  of  the  Council  was 
alfo  Prefident  of  this  executive  Committee. 
The  perfon  chofen  to  fill  this  chair  wsls  an 
old,  tried,  fiiithful  fervant  of  the  public,  the 
honorable  Meshech  Weare,  Efq.  who  was 
alfo  appointed  Chief  Juftice  of  the  Superior 
Court.  So  great  was  the  confidence  of  the 
people  in  this  gentleman,  that  they  fcrupled 
not  to  inveil  him,  at  the  fame  time,  with  the 
higheft  offices,  legiflative,  executive,  and  ju- 
dicial ;  in  which  he  was  continued  by  an- 
nual elections  during  the  whole  war. 

This  conllitution  was  prefaced  with  fever- 
al  reafons  for  adopting  government,viz.  That 
the  Britifh  Parliament  had,  by  many  griev- 
ous and  opprelTive  a(fts,  deprived  us  of  our 
native  rights  ;  to  enforce  obedience  to  which 
ads,  the  miniftry  of  that  kingdom  had  fent  a 
powerful  fleet  and  army  into  this  country, 
and  had  wantonly  and  cruelly  abufed  their 
power,  in  deflroying  our  lives  and  property  ; 
that  the  fudden  and  abrupt  departure  of  our 
late  Governor,  had  left  us  deftitute  of  legif- 
lation  ;  that  no  judicial  Courts  were  open  to 
punifh  offenders  ;  and  that  the  continental 
Congrefs  had  recommended  the  adoption  of 
a  form  of  government.  Upon  thefe  grounds 
the  convention  made  a  declaration  in  thefe 
words,  '  We  conceive  ourfelves  reduced  to  the 
'  ftecejjity  of  eftablifhing  a  form   of  govern- 

*  ment,  to  continue  during   the   prefent  un- 

*  happy  and   unnatural  contefl   with  Great- 
'  Britain  ;  protefting  and  declaring,  that  we 

*  never  fought  to  throw  off  our  dependence 

*  on  Great-Britain  ;  but  felt  ourfelves  happy 
'  under  her  protedion,  whilft  we  could  enjoy 
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*  our  conftitutional   rights   and    privileges  ;    177G. 

*  and  tliat  we  fhall  rejoice,  if  fucli  a  reconcili- 

*  ation  between  us  and  our  parent   State  can 

*  be  efFe6led,  as  fhall  be  approved  by  the  con- 

*  tinental  Congrefs,  in  whofe  prudence  and 
'  wifdom  we  confide.' 

Such  was  the  language,  and  fuch  were  the 
fentiments  of  the  people  at  that  time  j  and 
had  the  Britifh  government,  on  the  removal 
of  their  troops  from  Bofcon,  treated  v/ith  us, 
in  anfwer  to  our  lall  petition,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  reconciliation  ;  and  reftored  us  to 
the  ilate  in  which  v/e  were  before  the  ftamp- 
acl  was  made,  they  luight  even  then,  have 
preferved  their  connexion  with  us.  But  ill 
the  courfe  of  a  few  months,  v/e  not  only- 
found  our  petitions  difregarded,  and  our  pro- 
feffions  of  attachment  to  the  parent  ftate 
treated  as  hypocritical  ;  but  their  hoflile  in- 
tentions became  fo  apparent,  and  our  fitua- 
tion  was  fo  fingular,  that  there  could  be  no 
hope  of  fafety  for  us,  without  diffolving  our 
connexion  with  them,  and  aiTuming  that 
equal  rank  among  the  powers  of  the  earth 
for  which  nature  had  deflined  us,  and  to 
which  the  voice  of  reafon  and  Providence 
loudly  called  us.  Britain  had  engaged  for- 
eign mercenaries  to  afhft  in  lubjugating  us  ; 
juftice  recjuired  that  we  fhould  in  our  tarn 
court  foreign  aid  ;  but  this  could  not  be  had, 
whilfl  we  acknowledged  ourfelves  fubje6ls  of 
that  Crown  againft  whofe  power  we  were 
ftruggling.  The  exertions  which  we  had 
made,  and  the  blood  which  we  had  ihed,, 
were  deemed  too  great  a  price  for  reconcilia- 
tion to  a  power  which  ftill  claimed  the  right 
'  to  bind  us  in   all  cafes  whatfoever '  and 
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1776.  which  held  out  to  us  unconditional  fubmif^ 
fioii,  as  the  only  terms  on  which  we  were  to 
expedl  even  a  pardon.  Subjedlion  to  a  Prince 
who  had  thrown  us  out  of  his  protedlion  ; 
who  had  ruined  our  commerce,  deftroyed  our 
cities  and  fpilled  our  blood  ;  and  who  would 
not  govern  us  at  all,  without  the  interpofi- 
tion  of  a  legillative  body,  in  whofe  election 
we  had  no  voice,  was  an  idea  too  abfurd  to 
be  any  longer  entertainecL  Thefe  fentiments, 
being  fet  in  their  juft  light  by  various  publi- 
cations and  addreffes,  had  fuch  force  as  to 
produce  a  total  change  of  the  public  opinion. 
Independence  became  the  general  voice  of  the 
fame  people,  who  but  a  few  months  before 
had  petitioned  for  reconciliation.  When  this 
could  not  be  had,  but  on  terms  difgracefui  to 
the  caufe  which  we  had  undertaken  to  fup- 
port,  we  were  driven  to  that  as  our  only  ref- 
uge. The  minds  of  the  people  at  large  in 
mod  of  the  Colonies  being  thus  influenced, 
they  called  upon  their  delegates  in  Congrefs 
to  execute  the  a6l  which  fliould  fever  us  from 
foreign  dominion,  and  put  us  into  a  fituation 
to  govern  ourfelves.* 

?ui7  4.  ^^  ought  ever  to  be  remembered,  that  the 

declaration  of  our  independence  was  made, 
at  a  point  of  time,  when  no  royal  Governor 
had  even  the  fhadow  of  authority  in  any  of 
the  Colonies  ;  and  when  noBritifh  troops  had 
any  footing  on  this  Continent.  The  coun- 
try was  then  abfolutely  our  own.  A  formi- 
dable force  was  indeed  colledled  on  our  coafls, 
ready  to  invade  us  ;  and  in  the  face  of  that 

*  Oil  the  nth  cf  June  1776,  a  committee  was  chofen  by  the  Afiem- 
l?')'  of  Nf-w-Hamptliirc  '  to  make  a  draught  of  a  declaration  of  the  Gen- 
*  cral  AfTtniby  for  the  Independence  of  the  united  Coloaies  on  Great- 
'  Britain^  to  be  tranfmittcd  t9  our  delegates  in  Congrefs.' 
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armament  this  decifive  ftep  was  taken.     The    1776. 
declaration  was  received  with  joy  by  the  Amer- 
ican   army   then    alTembled    at    New-York. 
Within  fourteen  days  itwas  pubUfhed  by  beat    j  ^^ 
of  drum  in  all  the  lliire  towns  of  New-Hamp- 
fhire.     It  relieved  us  from  a  (late  of  embar- 
rafTment.     We    then   knew  the   ground  on 
which  we  ftood,  and  from  that  time  every 
thing  afFumed  a  new  appearance.     The  jar- 
jron  of  diftin(3:ions  between  the  limits  of  au- 
thority  on  the  one  fide,  and  of  liberty  on  the 
other,  was  done  away.     The  fingle  queflion 
was,  whether  we  fhould  be  conquered  Prov-  obfer^- 
inces,  or   free   and  independent  States.     On  t^ons  o«  tfe« 
this  queflion,  every  perfon  w'as  able  to  form  rcvoIuImo 
his  own  judgment ;  and  it  was  of  fuch  mag-  p-  •^^'  -^^^ 
nitude  that  no  man  could  be  at  a  lofs  to  flake 
his  life  on  its  decifion. 

It  is  amufing  to  recollect,  at  this  diftance 
of  time,  that  one  effe6l  of  independence  was 
an  averfion  to  every  thing  which  bore  the 
name  and  marks  of  royalty.  Sign  boards 
on  which  were  painted  the  King's  arms,  or 
the  crown  and  fceptre,  or  the  portraits  of  any 
branches  of  the  royal  family,  were  pulled 
down  or  defaced.  Pi(flures  and  efcutcheons 
of  the  fame  kind  in  private  houfes  were  in- 
verted or  concealed.  The  names  of  ftreets^ 
which  had  been  called  after  a  Kino^  or  Queen 
were  altered  ;  and  the  half-pence,  which  bore 
the  name  of  George  III,  were  either  refufed 
in  payment,  or  degraded  to  farthings.  Thefe 
lafl  have  not  yet  recovered  their  value. 

The  new  AfFembly  began  their  adminif- 
tration  by  ellablifliing  Judicial  Courts,  on 
the  fame  fyflem  as  before,  excepting  that  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  which  had  long  been  ef- 
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1776.  teemed  a  grievance,  was  abolifhed,  and  all 
appeals  to  Great-Britain  were  prohibited. 
Appeals  from  the  Probate  Courts,  which  for- 
merly came  before  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, were  transferred  to  the  Superior  Court, 
whofe  judgment  was  now  made  final.  En- 
couragement was  given  to  fit  out  armed  vef- 
feis,  and  a  maritime  Court  was  eftabliihed 
for  the  trial  of  captures  by  fea.  A  law  was 
made  to  pvmiih  the  counterfeiting  of  the  pa- 
per bills  of  this  and  of  the  United  States  ;  and 
to  make  them  '  a  tender  for  any  money  due 
*  by  deed  or  finiple  contratl.'  After  the  de- 
claration of  independence  the  ftyle  of  Colony 
was  changed  for  that  of  the  State  of  New- 
Hamplhiire.  A  new  law  was  enabled  to  reg- 
ulate the  militia.  More  paper  bills  were  if- 
fued  to  pay  the  expenfes  of  the  w^ar  ;  and 
proviiion  was  made  for  drawing  in  fome  of 
the  bills  by  taxes.  Doubts  had  arifen,  wdiether 
the  former  laws  were  in  force  ;  a  fpecial  a6l 
was  therefore  paffed,  reviving  and  re-enadl- 
ing  all  the  laws  v/hich  were  in  force,  at  the 
time  when  government  was  alTumed  ;  as  far 
as  they  were  not  repugnant  to  the  new  form, 
or  to  the  independence  of  the  Colonies,  or  not 
adlually  repealed. 

Mav  21,  '^^^  Congrefs  having  ordered  feveral  frig- 
ates to  be  built  in  different  places  ;  one  of 
thirty-two  guns,  called  the  Raleigh,  was 
launched  at  Portfmouth,  in  fixty  days  from 
the  time  when  her  keel  was  laid ;  but  for 
want  of  guns  and  amxmunition,  and  other 
neceflaries,  it  was  a  long  time  before  flie  was 
completely  fitted  for  the  fea.  The  making 
of  falt-petre  was  encouraged  by  a  bounty  ; 
and  many  trials  v/ere  made  before  it  was  pro- 
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duced   in  purity.     Powder  mills  were  ereS.-    1776. 
ed,  and  the  manufacture  of  gunpowder  was, 
after    fome  time,  eilablillied  ;  but  notwith- 
ftanding  all  our   exertions,  foreign  fupplies 
were  neceflary. 

For  the  fervice  of  this  year^  two  thoufand 
men  were  raifed,  and  formed  into  three  regi- 
ments, under  the  fame  commanders  as  in  the 
former  year.  Three  hundred  men  were  poft- 
ed  at  the  forts  in  the  harbour.  Supplies  of 
fire  arms  and  ammunition  were  fent  to  the 
weftern  parts  of  the  State,  and  a  regiment 
was  raifed  in  that  quarter,  under  the  com- 
mand of  Col.  Timothy  Bedel,  to  be  ready  to 
march  into  Canada. 

The  three  regiments  went  with  the  army 
under  General  Waihington  to  New- York  ; 
and  thence  were  ordered  up  the  Hudfon,  and 
down  the  lakes  into  Canada,  under  the  im- 
mediate command  of  Brigadier  General  Sul- 
livan. The  defign  of  this  movement  was  to 
fuccour  and  reinforce  the  army,  which  had 
been  fent,  the  preceding  year,  againfi:  Que- 
bec ;  and  which  was  nov/  retreating  before 
a  fuperior  force,  which  had  arrived  from 
Britain,  as  early  as  the  navigation  of  the  St. 
Lawrence  was  opened.  Our  troops  having 
met  the  retreating  army  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Sorel,  threw  up  fome  flight  works  round  their 
camp.  General  Thomas,  wdio  had  command- 
ed the  army  after  the  fall  of  the  brave  Mont- 
gomery, was  dead  of  the  fmall-pox.  Arnold 
was  engaged  in  flripping  the  merchants  of 
Montreal,  under  pretence  of  fupplying  the 
army  ;  and  Thompfon  was  taken  prifoner  in 
an  unfuccefsful  attack  on  the  village  of  Trois 
Rivieres.     The  command  therefore  devolved 
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1776,  on  Sullivan,  who,  finding  a  retreat  necefTary, 
condacfted  it  with  great  prudence.  At  this 
time  the  American  troops,  and  in  particular 
the  regiments  of  New-Hamplliire,  had  taken 
the  infe6lion  of  the  fmall-pox.  The  fick  were 
placed  in  batteaux,  and  with  the  cannon  and 
llores,  were  drawn  againft  the  rapid  current, 
by  the  ftrength  of  men  on  fhore,  or  wading 
in  the  water  ;  andfo  clofe  was  the  purfuitof 
the  enemy,  that  they  could  fcarcely  find  time 
to  kindle  a  fire  to  drefs  their  vitfluals,  or  dry 
their    clothes.      At  Sl    John's    the    purfuit 

^"'^  *■  ceafed.  On  the  arrival  of  our  army  at  Ti- 
conderoga,  Sullivan,  being  fuperfeded  by 
Gates,  returned  to  the  main  army  at  New- 
York.  The  troops  in  the  northern  depart- 
ment being  reinforced  by  the  militia  of  the 
neighbouring  States,  fortified  the  polls  of 
Ticoiideroga  and  Mount  Independence.  Be- 
fide  the  fmall-pox,  a  dyfentery  and  putrid  fe- 
ver raged  among  them  ;  and  it  was  compu- 
ted, that  of  the  New-Hampfliire  regiments, 
nearly  one  third  part  died  this  year  by  ficknefs. 
When  the  danger  of  an  attack  on  Ticon- 
deroga  for  that  feafon,  was  pafTed,  the  re- 
maining part  of  the  New-Hampfliire  troops 
*  marched  by  the  way  of  the  Minifinks,  into 
Pennfylvania.  There  they  joined  General 
Wafliington,  and  afiifted  in  the  glorious  cap- 
ture of  the  Heflians  at  Trenton,  and  after- 
ward  in  the   battle   of  Princeton.     Though 

^lanua"  ^^^'^'^  dowu  v/itli  fatigue,  and  almofl  defti- 
tute  of  clothing,  in  that  inclement  feafon, 
they  continued  in  the  fervice  fix  weeks  after 
the  term  of  their  enliflment  had  expired  ; 
and  two  regiments  of  the  militia  which  were 
fent  to  reinforce  the  army  remained  till  March. 
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By  this  time  tlie  inconvenience  of  main-    1777. 
taining  an  army,  by  annual  enliftments  and 
temporary  levies,  w^as  feverely  felt,  and  gen- 
erally reprobated  ;  and  the  Congrefs,  though 
How  in  liftening   to  remonftrances   on  this 
head,  were  obliged  to  adopt  a   more  perma- 
nent eftablifliment.     In  recruiting  the  army 
for  the  next  year,  the  officers  were  appointed 
by  Congrefs,  during  the  war  ;  and  the  men 
enlifted  either  for  that  term, or  for  three  years. 
The  commanders  of  the   three  regiments  of 
New-Hamplliire,were  the  Colonels  JofcphCil- 
ley,   Nathan  Hale  and  Alexander  Scammell. 
Thefe    regiments  were  fupplied   with   new 
French  arms  ;  and  their  rendezvous   was  at 
Ticonderoga,  under  the  immediate  command 
of  Brigadier  General  Poor.     There  they  re- 
mained, till  the  approach  of  the  Britilli  army  juiy  6. 
under  General  Burgoyne,   rendered  it  eligi- 
ble  to   abandon   that  poft.     On  the  retreat, 
Col.  Hale's  battalion  was   ordered  to   cover 
the  rear  of  the  invalids,  by  which  means,  he 
was  feven  miles  behind  the  main  body.  The 
next  morning  he  was  attacked,  by  an  advan- 
ced party  of  the  enemy  at  Hubberton.     In 
this  engagement,  Major  Titcomb  of  the  New- 
Hampftiire  troops,  was  wounded.     Col.  Hale, 
Captains  Robertfon,  Carr,  and  Norris,  Adju- 
tant Elliot,  and  two  other  officers  were  taken 
prifoners,   with    about   one    hundred   men. 
The  main  body  of  the  army  continued  their 
retreat  to  Saratoga.     On  their  way  they  had 
a  fkirmifh  with  the  enemy  at  Fort  Anne,  in 
which  Captain  Weare,  fon  of  the  Prefident, 
was  mortally  wounded,  and  died  at  Albany. 
Immediately  after  the  evacuation  of  Ti- 
conderoga, the  committee  of  the  Nevv-Hamp- 
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1777.  fliire  Grants  (who  had  now  formed  them- 
, ,  g  felves  into  a  new  State)  wrote  in  the  moft 
Original  preiTmg  terms,  to  the  committee  of  Safety  at 
files?' '"  Exeter  for  alTiftance,  and  faid  that  if  none 
ihould  be  afforded  to  them,  they  fhould  be 
obliged  to  retreat  to  the  New-England  States 
for  fafety.  When  the  news  of  this  affair 
reached  New-Hampfhire,  the  Affembly  had 
fiaiilied  their  fpring  feffion  and  returned  home. 
A  fummonsfromthe  committee  brought  them 
July  17.  together  again  ;  and  in  a  fliort  feffion  of  three 
days  only,  they  took  the  moft  effecfluai 
and  decifive  fteps  for  the  defence  of  the 
conntry.  They  formed  the  whole  militia 
of  the  State  into  two  Brigades.;  of  the  firft 
they  gave  the  command  to  William  Whipple, 
and  of  the  fecond  to  John  Stark.  They  order- 
ed one  fourth  part  of  Stark's  brigade,  and  one 
fourth  of  three  regiments  of  the  other  brig- 
ade, to  march  immediately  under  his  com- 
mand, *  to  ftop  the  progrefs  of  the  enemy  on 
'  our  weftern  frontiers.*  They  ordered  the 
militia  officers,  to  take  away  arms,  from  all. 
perfons,  who  fcrupled  or  refufed  to  affift,  in 
defending  the  country  ;  and  appointed  a  day 
ot  rafting  and  prayer,  which  was  obferved 
with  great  folemnity. 
■  The  appointment  of  Stark,  to  this  com- 
mand, with  the  fame  pay  as  a  Brigadier  in  the 
Continental  fervice,  was  peculiarly  grateful 
to  the  people  as  well  as  to  himfelf.  In  an 
arrangement  of  general  officers,  in  the  prece- 
ding year.  Poor  a  junior  ofBcer  had  been  pro- 
moted, whilft  he  was  negle6led.  He  had 
written  on  this  fubjecl  to  Congrefs,  and  his 
letters  were  laid  on  the  table.  He  therefore 
ciuitted  the  army,  and  retired   to    his  own 
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liate.     He  was  now  by  the  unanimous  voice  ^  1777* 
of  his  fellow  citizens,  invefled  widi  afeparate 
command,    and    received  orders   to    'repair 

*  to  Charleilown  on  Connedlicut  river  ;  there  of  ordcMoa 

*  to  confult  with  a  committee  of  New-Hamp-  °^'^* 

*  fliire  Grants,  refpecfting  his  future  operations 
'  and  the  fupply  of  his  men  with  provifions  ; 
'  to  take   the   command  of  the   militia   and 

*  march  into  the  Grants  to  a6l  in  conjunc5lion 
'  with  the  troops  of  thatnewState,or  any  other 

*  of  the  States,  or  of  the  United  States,  or 
'  feparately,  as  it  fliould  appear  expedient  to 

*  him  ;  for  the  prote6lion  of  the  people  and' 
V*  the  annoyance  of  the  enemy,' 

In  a  few  days  he  proceeded  to  Charleftown, 
and  as  fad  as  his  men  arrived,  he  fent  them 
forv^ard,  to  join  the  forces  of  the   new  State,    "^  ^"^^ 
under  Col.  Warner,  who  had  taken  poft  at  J;1';S°^ 
Manchefler,  twenty  miles  northward  of  Ben-  ^«ier. 
nington.     Here  Stark  joined  him,  and  met 
with  General  Lincoln,  who    had  been  fent 
from   Stillwater,  by  General  Schuyler,  com- 
mander of  the  northern  department,  to  con- 
duct the   militia   to  the   weft  fide   of  Hud- 
fon's   river.     Stark  informed  him  of  his  or- 
ders, and  of  the  danger  which  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Grants  apprehended  from  the  enemy^ 
and  from  their  difaffedled  neighbours  ;  that 
he  had  confulted  with  the  committee,and  that' 
it  was  the  determination  of  the  people,  in  cafes 
he  lliould  join  the  Continental  army  and  leave- 
them  expofed,  that  they  would  retire  to  the 
eaft  of  Connedlicut  river  ;  in  which  cafe  New- 
Hamplhire  would  be  a  frontier.     He  there- 
fore determined  to  remain  on   the   flank  of ' 
the  enemy,  and  to  watch  their  mxOtions.     For  Aug.  ^, 
tliis  purpofe  he  collected  his  force  at  Ben- 
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1777.  nington,  and  left  Warner  with  his  regiment 
at  Manchefter.  A  report  of  this  determina- 
tion was  tranfmitted  to  Congrefs,  and  the  or- 
ders on  v/hich  it  was  founded  were  by  them 
difapproved  ;    but   the  propriety   of  it  was 

^y  evinced  by  the  fubfequent  facfls. 

General  Burgoyne,  with  the  main  body  of 
the  Britilh  army  lay  at  fort  Edward.  Thence 
he  detached  Lieut.  Col.  Baum,  with  about 
fifteen  hundred  of  his   German   troops,  and 

^  B."^^    one  hundred  Indians,  to  pervade  the  grants  as 

goyne^8  or-  f^j-  as  Counedlicut  river,  with  a  view  to  col- 
k(5l  horfes  to  mount  the  dragoons,  and  cattle, 
both  for  labour  and  provifions  ;  and  to  re- 
turn to  the  army  with  his  booty.  He  was  to 
perfuade  the  people  among  whom  he  fhould 
pafs,  that  his  detachment  was  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  Britifh  army,  which  was  march- 
ing to  Bofton.  He  was  accompanied  by  Co- 
lonel Skeene,  who  was  well  acquainted  with 
the  country  ;  and  he   was  ordered  to   fecure 

j^ng.  13.    his  camp  by  night. 

Stark's  MS      ^]^q  ludiaus  who  preceded  this  detachment, 

the  files,  being  difcovered  about  twelve  miles  from  Ben- 
nington ;  Stark  detached  Col.  Greg,  with  two 
hundred  men, to  flop  their  march.  Inthe  even- 
ing of  the  fame  day,  he  was  informed  that  a 
body  of  regular  troops,  with  a  train  of  artil- 
lery, was  in  full  march  for  Bennington.    The 

Aug.  14  next  morning  he  marched  with  his  whole 
brigade,  and  fome  of  the  militia  of  the  Grants, 
to  fupport  Greg,  who  found  himfelf  unable 
to  withftand  the  fuperior  number  of  the  en- 
emy. Having  proceeded  about  four  miles, 
he  met  Greg  retreating,  and  the  main  body 
of  the  enemy  purfuing,  within  half  a  mile  of 
his  rear.     When  they  difcovered  Stark's  col- 
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umtijthey  halted  in  an  advantageous  pofition;  1177. 
and  he  drew  up  his  men  on  an  eminence  in 
open  view  ;  but  could  not  bring  them  to  an 
engagement.  He  then  marched  back,  about  a 
mile,and  encamped;  leaving  a  few  men  to  Ikir- 
milh  with  them  ;  who  killed  thirty  of  the  ene- 
my and  two  of  the  indian  chiefs.  The  next  day 
was  rainy.  Stark  kept  his  pofition,  and  fent  out 
parties  to  harrafs  the  enemy.  Many  of  the  ^ug  ,^, 
Indians  took  this  opportunity  to  defert ;  be- 
caufe,  as  they  faid,  '  the  woods  were  full  of 
yankees.' 

On  the  following  morning:  Stark  was  loin- 

j  ,  r       •■(•   ■      r  1       /-.  Aug.  j6. 

ed  by  a  company  or  militia  from  the  Grants, 
and  another  from  the  county  of  Berkiliire  in 
MaiTachufetts.  His  whole  force  amounted 
to  about  fixteen  hundred.  He  fent  Colonel 
Nichols,  with  two  hundred  and  fifty  men, 
to  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  left  wing  ;  and 
Colonel  Hendrick,  with  three  hundred,  to  the 
rear  of  their  right.  He  placed  three  hundred 
to  oppofe  their  front  and  draw  their  attention. 
Then  fending  Colonels  Hubbard  and  Stickney, 
with  two  hundred  to  attack  the  right  wing, 
and  one  hundred  more  to  reinforce  Nichols  in 
the  rear  of  their  left,  the  attack  began  in  that 
quarter  precifely  at  three  of  the  clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon. It  was  immediately  feconded  by  the 
other  detachments;  and  at  the  fame  time  Stark 
himfelf  advanced  with  the  main  body.  The 
engagement  lafted  two  hours  ;  at  the  end  of 
which  he  forced  their  breaft works,  took  two 
pieces  of  brafs  cannon  and  a  number  of  prif- 
oners  ;  the  refl  retreated. 

Juft  at  this  inflant,  he  received  intelligence 
that  another  body  of  the  enemy  was  within, 
two  miles  of  him.     This   w^as  a   reinforce- 


3^0  HISTORY  OF 

1 777.  merit  for  which  Baum  had  fent,  when  he  firfl 
knew  the  force  which  he  was  to  oppofe.  It 
was  commanded  by  CoL  Breyman.  Happily 
Warner's  regiment  from  Manchefter  came  up 
with  them  and  flopped  them.  Stark  rallied 
his  men  and  renewed  the  acflion  ;  it  was  warm 
and  defperate  ;  he  ufed,  with  fuccefs,  the  can- 
non which  he  had  taken  ;  and  at  funfet 
obliged  the  enemy  to  retreat.  He  purfued 
them  till  night,  and  then  halted,  to  prevent 
his  own  men  from  killing  each  other,  in  the 
dark.  He  took  from  the  enemy  two  other 
pieces  of  cannon,  with  all  their  baggage,  wag- 
.gons  and  horfes.  Two  hundred  and  twenty- 
lix  men  were  found  dead  on  the  field.  Their 
commander,  Baum,  was  taken' and  died  of  his 
wounds  ;  befide  whom,  thirty-three  officers, 
and  above  feven  hundred  privates,  were  made 
prifoners.  Of  Stark's  brigade  four  officers 
and  ten  privates  were  killed  and  forty-two 
were  wounded. 

Aog  i8  ^^  ^^^  account  of  this  battle,  which  Stark 
fent  to  the  committee  of  Nevz-Hamplliire,  he 
faid,  *  our  people  behaved  with  the  greateft 
'fpirit  and  bravery  imaginable.     Had  every 

*  man  been  an  Alexander,   or  a   Charles    of 

*  Sweden,  they  could  not  have  behaved  bet- 

*  ter.'  He  was  fenfible  of  the  advantage  of 
keeping  on  the  flank  of  the  enemy's  main 
body  ;  and  therefore  fent  for  one  thoufand 
men  to  replace  thofe  whofe  time  had  expired  ; 
but  intimated  to  the  committee  that  he  him- 
felf  lliould  return  with  the  brigade.  They 
cordially  thanked  him  *  for  the  very  efTential 
'  fervice  which  he  had  done  to  the  country,' 
but  earneftly  prefTed  him  to  continue  in  the 

command  .;  and  fent  him  a  reinforcement, 
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*  afTuring  the  men  that  they  were  to  ferve    1777. 
'  under  General  Stark.'     This  argument  pre- 
vailed with  the  mien  to  march,  and  with  Stark 

to  remain. 

The  prifoners  taken  in  this  battle  were 
fent  to  Bofton.  The  trophies  were  divided 
between  New-Hampfhire  and  Maflachufetts. 
But  Congrefs  heard  of  this  viiftory  by  acci- 
dent. Having  waited  fome  time  in  expec- 
tation of  letters,  and  none  arriving  ;  inquiry 
•was  made  why  Stark  had  not  written  to  Con- 
grefs ?  He  anfwered,  that  his  correfpondence 
with  them  was  clofed,  as  they  had  not  at- 
tended to  his  lall  letters.  They  took  the 
hint  ;  and  though  they  had  but  a  few  days 
before  refolved,  that  the  inflrudlions  which 
he  had  received  were  deftru(5live  of  military 
fiibordination,  and  prejudicial  to  the  com- 
mon caufe  ;  yet  they  prefented  their  thanks 
to  him,  and  to  the  officers  and  troops  under 
his  command,  and  promoted  him  to  the  rank 
of  a  Brigadier  General,  in  the  army  of  th© 
United  States. 

This  vicflory  gave  a  fevere  check  to  the 
hopes  of  the  enemy,  and  raifed  the  fpirits  of 
the  people  after  long  depreilion.  It  wholly 
changed  the  face  of  affaire  in  the  northern 
department.  Inflead  of  difappointment  and 
retreat,  and  the  lofs  of  men  by  hard  labor 
and  ficknefs  ;  we  now  were  convinced,  not 
only  that  our  militia  could  fight  without  be- 
ing covered  by  intrenchments  ;  but  that  they 
were  able,  even  v/ithout  artaliery,to  cope  with 
regular  troops  in  their  intrenchments.  The 
fuccefs  thus  gained  was  regarded  as  a  good 
omen    of  farther   advantages.     *  Let  us  get 

*  them  into  the  woods/  was  the  language  of 

Rr 


S22  HISTORY  OF 

1777.  the  whole  country.  Burgoyne  was  clailj^ 
putting  his  army  into  a  more  hazardous  iitu- 
ation  ;  and  we  determined  that  no  exertion 
fhould  be  wanting  on  our  part  to  complete 
the  ruin  of  his  boafted  enterprife.  The 
northern  army  was  reinforced  by  the  mihtia 
of  all  the  neigiibouring  States.  Brigadier 
Whipple  marched  with  a  great  part  of  his 
brigade  ;  beiides  which,  volunteers  in  abun- 
dance from  every  part  of  New-Hampihire 
flew  to  the  northern  army  now  command- 
ed by  General  Gates.  Two  defperate  bat- 
tles were  fought,  the  one  at  Stillwater  and 
the  other  at  Saratoga  ;  in  both  of  which, 
the  troops  of  Ne^v-Hampihire  had  a  large 
ihare  of  the  honor  due  to  the  American 
army.  In  the  former  acSlion,  two  Lieutenant 
Colonels,  Adams  and  Colburne,  and  Lieuten- 
ant Thomas,  were  lla:in  in  the  field ;  and  fe- 
Teral  other  brave  officers  were  wounded,  one 
of  whom,  Capt.  Bell,  died  in  the  holpital. 
In  the  latter,  Lieut.  Col.  Conner  and  Lieut. 
McClary  were  killed,  with  a  great  number  of 
their  men  ;  and  Col.  Scammel  was  wounded. 
The  confequence  of  thefe  battles  was  the  fur- 
render  of  Burgoyne's  army.  This  grand 
obje6l  being  attained,  the  New-Hamplhire 
regiments  performed  a  march  of  forty  miles, 
and  forded  the  Mohawk  river,  below  the 
falls,  in  the  fpace  of  fourteen  hours.  The 
delign  of  this  rapid  movement  was  to  check 
the  progrefs  of  a  detachment,  commanded  by 
the  Britifli  General  Clinton;  who  threatened 
Albany  with  the  fame  dellrudlion  which  he 
had  fpread  in  the  country  below  ;  but  on 
hearing  the  fate  of  Burgoyne,  he  returned 
quietly  to  New- York,     The  regiments  the  a 
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marched  into  Pennfylvania  and  pafTed  the  1777. 
winter  in  huts  at  Valley-forge.  Befide  thole 
officers  {lain  at  the  northward,  we  fuilained  a 
lofs  in  the  death  of  Major  Edward  Sherburne, 
Aid  de  Camp  to  General  Sullivan,  who  was 
killed  in  a  bold,  but  unfucccfsful  atlion  at 
Germantown. 

After  the  capture  of  Burgoyne's  army,  all  1778. 
danger  of  invaiion  from  Canada  ceafed  ;  and 
the  theatre  of  the  v/ar  was  removed  to  the 
fouthward.  The  troops  of  New-Harnpfliire, 
being  formed  into  a  diilind  brigade,  partook 
of  all  the  fervices  and  fufferings,  to  v/hich 
their  brethren  were  expofed.  In  the  battle 
of  Monmouth,  a  part  of  them  were  clofely 
engaged,  under  the  conducSl  of  Col.  Ciliey 
and  Lieut.  Col.  Dearborn  ;  and  behaved  with 
fuch  bravery  as  to  merit  the  particular  ap- 
probation of  their  illuftrious  General.  They 
continued  with  the  main  body,  all  that  cam- 
paign,, and  were  hutted,  in  the  following 
winter,  at  Reading. 

In  the  fummer  of  1778,  when  a  French 
fleet  appeared  on  our  coaft,  to  aid  us  in  the 
contefl  with  Britain  ;  an  invafion  of  Rhode- 
Ifland,  then  poflefled  by  the  Britifli,  was  pro- 
jecled,  and  General  Sullivan  had  the  com- 
mand. Detachments  of  militia  and  volun- 
teers, from  Maflachufetts  and  New-Hamo- 
Ihire,  formed  a  part  of  his  troops.  But  a 
violent  ftorm,  having  prevented  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  French  fleet,  and  driven  them 
to  fea  ;  the  army,  after  a  few  fkirmifhes,  was 
under  the  difagreeable  necefTity  of  quitting  the 
iiland  ;  and  the  retreat  was  conduced  by  Sul- 
livan with  the  greatell:  caution  and  prudence. 

When  an  expedition  into  the  Indian  coun-    1779. 
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1779.  try  was  determined  on,  General  Sullivan  was 
appointed  to  the  command,  and  the  New- 
Hampihire  brigade  made  a  part  of  his  force. 
His  route  was  up  the  river  Sufquehanna  into 
the  country  of  theSenekas  ;  a  tra(5t  imperfedl- 
ly  known,  and  into  which  no  troops  had  ever 
penetrated.  The  order  of  his  march  was 
planned  with  great  judgment,  and  executed 
with  much  regularity  and  perfeverance.  In 
feveral  engagements  with  the  Savages,  the 
troops  of  New-Hampfhire  behaved  with  their 
ufual  intrepidity.  Capt.  Cloyes  and  Lieut. 
McAulay  were  killed,  and  Major  Titcomb 
was  again  badly  wounded.  The  provifions 
of  the  army  falling  fhort,  before  the  objedl 
of  the  expedition  was  completed,  the  troops 
generoufly  agreed  to  fubfifh  on  fuch  as  could 
be  found  in  the  Indian  country.  After  their 
return,  they  rejoined  the  main  army,  and 
pafled  a  third  winter  in  huts,  at  Nev>rtown  in 
Connedlicut.  In  the  latter  end  of  this  year 
Sullivan  refigned  his  command  and  retired. 

.,  ^  In  the  following  year,  the  New-Hampfhire 

'  regiments  did  duty  at  the  important  poft  of 
Weft-Point, and  afterward  marched  intoNew- 
Jerfey,  where  General  Poor  died.  Three  regi- 
ments of  militia  were  employed  in  the  fer- 
vice  of  this  year.  The  fourth  winter  was 
pafFed  in  a  hutted  cantonment,  at  a  place 
called  Soldier's  Fortune,  near  Hudfon's  river. 
In  the  clofe  of  this  year,  the  three  regiments 
were  reduced  to  two,  which  were  commanded 
by  the  Colonels  Scammel  and  George  Reid. 
The  next  year,  a  part  of  them  remained  in 

1781.  ^^6  State  of  New-York,  and  another  part 
marched  to  Virginia,  and  were  prefent  at  the 
capture  of  the  fecond  Britifh  army,  vmder 


KEW-HA  MPS  HIRE.  325 

Earl  Cornwallis.  Here  the  brave  and  adllve  1782, 
Col.  Scammel  was  killed.  In  the  winter,  the 
firft  regiment,  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  Dear- 
born, was  quartered  at  Saratoga,  and  the  fe- 
cond  on  Mohawk  river  ;  in  which  places  they 
were  itationed,  till  the  clofe  of  the  following 
year  ;  when  the  approach  of  peace  relaxed 
the  operations  of  war.  In  a  few  months,  the 
negotiations  were  fo  far  advanced,  that  a  trea- 
ty was  made  ;  and  the  fame  vojal  lips,  which 
from  the  throne  had  pronounced  us  *  revolted 
'  fubjedls,'  now  acknowledged  us  as  '  frec 

AND    INDEPENDENT    STATES.' 


326  HISTORY  OF 


CHAP.    XXVI. 

Paper 'money.     Confifcatiofu.      State  Conjlitutisn.      Controverfy 
'With   Vermont. 

i  HE  war  in  which  we  became  in- 
volved with  Britain,  found  us  not  dcilitute 
of  refources,  but  unfldlled  in  the  art  of  fi- 
nance. Former  wars  had  been  maintained 
by  a  paper  currency  ;  which,  though  it  de- 
preciated in  fome  meafure,  yet  was  finally 
redeemed  by  the  reimburfements  which  we 
received  from  the  Britiih  Treafuiy.  "We  had 
been  alfo  ufed  to  ilFue  bills  on  loan,  and  re- 
ceive landed  property  as  fecurity  for  its  re- 
demption. To  the  fame  mode  we  had  re- 
courfc  on  this  occafion,  without  either  ot  the 
foundations  on  which  our  former  currencies 
had  been  fupported.  Bills  of  credit  were 
emitted  with  no  other  fund  for  their  redemp- 
tion than  taxation,  and  that  deferred  to  dis- 
tant periods.  It  was  imagined  that  the  juf- 
tice  of  our  caufe,  and  the  united  ardor  and 
patriotifm  of  the  people,  would  preferve  the 
value  of  thefe  bills  during  the  conteft  which 
we  were  very  fanguine  would  be  fliort  ;  and 
in  fa6l  the  circulation  of  them  for  the.  firfl 
year  was  fupported  by  no  other  means.  But 
being  counterfeited,  they  began  to  depreciate, 
and  then  it  was  thought  neceffary  to  enad:  a 
law  againft  forging  them,  and  to  make  them 
Julys.  ♦^  legal  tender  in  all  payments.  In  fome  of 
the  States,  thefe  bills  were  made  a  tender  for 
the  inrercfl,  but  not  for  the  principal  of  for- 
mer debts  ;  but  in  New-Hampfliire,  if  the 
creditor  fliould  refiife  them  when  offered  in 
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payment,  the  whole  debt  was  cancelled.  Had    1776. 
this  law  regarded  future  contrads  only,  every 
man  would  have  known  on  what  terms   to 
make  his  engagements  ;  but  to  declare  it  le- 
gal to   pay  debts,  already   contra6led,   with 
money  of  an   inferior  value,  was  altogether 
unjuft.     It  was  not  in  human  power  to  pre- 
vent a  depreciation  of  the  bills  ;  and  the  en- 
forcing of  their  currency  accelerated  the  def- 
trudlion    of  their    value.     The    fraudulent 
debtor  took  advantage  of  this  law  to  cheat 
his  creditor,  under  colour  of  juflice  ;  wdiilft 
the  creditor   had  no  other   refuge,  than   in 
fome  cafes  privately  to  transfer  the  written  ob- 
ligation ;  and  in  other  cafes  to  refafe  the  ten- 
der, at  the  rifque  indeed  of  lofing  the  debt  • 
but  in  hope  that  juflice  v^rould  at  fome  future 
time   have   its    courfe.     Hufbandmen,   wdio 
lived  remote  from  the  fcene  of  hoftilities,  and 
who  had  the  produce  of  the  earth   at  their 
command,  were  able  to  keep  their  property 
good.    Hawkers  and  monopolifers,  who  crept 
from  obfcurity  and  alTumed  the  name  of  mer- 
chants, could  even  increafe   their   fubftance 
in  thefe  perilous  times.      But   thofe   perfons 
whofe  property  was  in   other  men's  hands  ; 
or  whofe  living  depended  on  ftated  falaries  ; 
or  v/hofe  honell  minds  could  not  defcend  to 
prpjflife  knavery,  though  eflabliihed  by  law, 
were  doomed  to  fufler. 

To  palliate  thefe  evils,  at  one  time,  a  law  t>7*t^ 
was  enadled  againll  monopoly  and  extortion  ; 
and  when  found  impradlicable,  it  was  repeal- 
ed. At  other  times,  the  prices  of  different 
articles  were  flated  under  fevere  penalties  ; 
but  ways  were  foon  found  to  evade  thefe  ef- 
tablillnments  :  and  Vvdiea  found  inefFedlual, 
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1777.  the  laws  were  repealed.  It  is  not  confiftent 
with  the  nature  of  commerce  to  bear  fuch 
reflridlions  ;  and  the  laws  increafed  the  evils 
which  they  pretended  to  cure.  At  another 
time  public  fales  by  aucflion  were  prohib- 
ited, becaufe  it  was  faid  that  they  were 
the  means  of  depreciating  the  currency  ;  but 
in  fa(5l  they  ferved  only  to  demonflrate  its 
real  value.  There  was  a  difpofition  in  the 
governing  part  of  the  people  to  keep  out  of 
fight  the  true  caufe  of  this  growing  mifchief. 
Even  the  general  Congrefs,  in  a  public  ad- 
circuiar  drefs  which  they  ordered  to  be  read  in  the 
Sept.  13,  congregations,  affembled  for  religious  wor- 
*779-  ihip,  after  faying  much  in  praife  of  paper 
money,  told  us,  that  it  was  '  the  onij  kind  of 

*  money  which  could  not  make  to  itfelf  wings 

*  and  fly  away.'  Had  this  been  intended  as 
the  language  of  burlefoue,  it  might  have  been 
received  with  a  fmile ;  in  any  other  fenfe,  it 
was  an  infult  to  the  feelings  of  honefl  men. 

In  the  midfl  of  thefe  diftrelTes,  frequent 
meetings  of  different   bodies  of  men   were 
held,  to  confult  on  fome  pra<flicable  modes  of 
relief.     Committees  of  counties,  and  of  dif- 
ferent States,  at  various   times,  formed  pro- 
je(5ls,  and  iiTued  public  addreiTes  ;  but  palli- 
atives in  this,  as  in  all  other  cafes,  foon  loft 
their  efficacy.   From  one  of  thefe  Conventions, 
holden  at  Springfield,  and  compofed  of  dele-- 
ijuiy  and    gatcs  from  the  New-England  States  and  New- 
iws  mi-     York  ;  a  letter  was  addrefTed  to  the  genera! 
Con*  °^     Congrefs,  which  put  them  on  deviling  means 
Eion,         to  furmount  the  esifting  difficulties.  Among 
other  expedients  they  recommended  effedlual 
taxation,  the  opening  of  loan-offices,  and  that 
the  States  individually  fliould  emit  no  more 
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bills  of  credit.     Thefe  were  falutary  propo-  1777. 
fals  ;  but  the  moft  notable  efFedl  of  this  let- ,       ,   , 

'  ^  ^  Journal  of 

ter  was  a  recommendation  from  Congrefs  to  c>.ngrtf8, 
the  feveral   States  *  to  conlifcate  and  make    ''^"  *^* 

*  fale  of  all  the  real  and  perfonal   eftates   of 

*  fuch  of  their  inhabitants  and  other  perfons 

*  as  had  forfeited  the  faine,  and  the  right  to 

*  tlie  prote6lion  of  their   refpecflive   States  ; 

*  and  to   invell  the  money  arifing  from  the 

*  fales   in  continenta-1  loan  certificates,  to  be 

*  appropriated  as  the  refpedlive  States  fhould 
'  diredl.' 

This  was  a  delicate  point,  and  required  the 
moll  critical  difcuilion.  It  involved  a  quef- 
tion  of  national  law  ;  and  fome  perfons  who 
were  acquainted  with  the  fubjecfl:,  thought 
fuch  a  fhep  not  only  illegal,  but  impolitic  and 
dangerous.  In  cafes  of  war  between  inde-  Vatui: 
pendent  nations,  acknowledging  no  common 
fuperior,  the  acquiiition  of  immoveable  pro- 
perty is  not  complete  till  confirmed  by  a  trea- 
ty of  peace.  The  war  between  America  and 
Britain  was  fo  far  a  war  between  two  inde- 
pendent nations,  that  the  common  laws  of 
war  ought  to  have  been  obferved.  Had  the 
eftates  of  abfentees  been  taken  into  pofTef- 
lion,  and  the  income  arifing  from  them  beei^ 
applied  to  the  fupport  of  the  war;  and  had 
the  quellion  of  property  remained  undecided 
till  the  conclufion  of  a  peace,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  the  State  would  have  been  a  gainer 
both  in  reputation  and  intereft  ;  but  when  we 
were  daily  cheating  and  deceiving  ourfelves 
with  a  fraudulent  paper  medium,  it  is  not 
flrange  that  the  voice  of  juftice  toward  thofe 
whom  we  deemed  our  enemies  could  not  be 
heard. 

Ss 
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1778o  The  fir  ft  flep  toward  executing  this  re- 
commendation of  Congrefs,  was  an  a(5t  pro- 
fcribing  certain  perfons,  to  the  number  of 
feventy-fix,  v/ho  had  at  various  times,  and  for 
various  reafons,  quitted  this  State.  Thefe 
were  forbidden  to  return  without  leave,  un- 
der the  penalty  of  tranfportation  ;  and  in  caf^ 
of  a  fecond  return,  they  were  to  fuffer  death. 

The  next  flep,  was  to  confifcate  the  whole 
eftate,  real  and  perfonal,  of  twenty-eight  of 
the  profcribed  ;  of  whom  it  was  declared 
that  they   had  'juftly  forfeited  all  right  to 

*  prote(5lion  from  the  State  ;  and   alfo  their 

*  right  to  any  farther  enjoyment  of  their  in- 
'  terell  and  property  within  it,' 

In  thefe  adls,  no  diitindiion  was  made  be- 
tween thofe  perfons  who  had  withdrawn 
themfelves  from  the  State,  by  a  fenfe  of  their 
duty  ;  thofe  who  v/ere  in  facft  Britifh  fub- 
jec5ls,  but  occafionally  refident  here  ;  thofe 
who  had  abfconded  through  timidity  ;  and 
thofe  who  had  committed  crimes  againft  ex- 
prefs  law,  and  had  fled  from  jufbice.  No  con- 
ditional offer  of  pardon  was  made  ;  no  time 
was  allowed  for  any  to  return  and  enter  into 
the  fervice  of  the  country  ;  hut  the  whole 
were  put  indifcriminately  into  one  l>Icic/i  I'lji^ 
and  fligmatifed  as  'having  bafely  deferted 

*  the  eaufe  of  liberty,  and  manifefted  a  dif- 

*  pofition  inimical  to  the  State,  and  a  defign 
'  to  aid  its  enemies  in  their  wicked  purpofes.' 

Some  perfons  who  had  legal  demands  on 
thefe  eflates,had  for  the  fecurity  of  their  debts 
laid  attachments  on  them  ;  but  by  another 
a61:,  all  attachments  which  had  been  made 
lince  the  commencement  of  hoftilities,  were 
declared  null  and  void,  and  the  Courts  were 
required  to  difmifs  them. 
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Trullees  were  appointed  in  each  county  to  1778« 
take  pofTeflioa  of  all  thefe  eftates,  real  and 
perfonal  ;  and  to  fell  the  perfonal  immedi- 
ately at  public  aadlion  ;  with  a  difcretionary 
power  to  leave  out  of  the  file  fuch  articles 
as  they  Ihould  deem  necefTary,  to  the  fup- 
port  of  the  families  of  the  profcribed.  To 
preferve  fome  farther  appearance  of  juftice, 
the  creditors  of  thefe  eftates,  though  they 
were  not  allowed  to  bid  at  the  aucfiions  with- 
out payment,  were  ordered  to  exhibit  their 
claims  to  the  truftees,  and  in  cafes  of  infol- 
vency,  all  claims  were  to  be  fettled  by  the 
Judges  of  Probate. 

\Vhilfl:  the  fettlement  of  thefe  eftates  was 
going  on,  the  money  was  rapidly  deprecia- 
ting. After  the  year  1777,  the  State  ifllied 
no  more  bills,  and  the  former  were  called  in 
and  exchanged  for  Treafurer's  notes  on  in- 
tereft,  of  a  value  not  lefs  than  five  pounds^ 
The  Continental  bills  continued  pafting  and 
depreciating  till  the  fpring  of  1781,  when 
fuddenly,  and  by  general  confent,  they  went 
out  of  circulation,  and  folid  coin  fucceeded  in 
their  place.  Then  a  fcale  of  depreciation 
for  the  preceding  years  of  the  war  was  fra- 
med, and  all  paft  payments  were  regulated 
by  it.  The  treaty  of  peace  obliged  us  to  pro- 
ceed no  farther  in  the  matter  of  confifcations. 
By  a  fubfequent  acfl,  the  Judges  of  Probate 
were  empowered  to  liquidate  by  the  fcale  of 
depreciation,  the  fums  paid  into  the  Treafury  1783. 
by  the  Truftees  ;  to  receive  claims  againft 
the  eftates,  and  to  adjuft  and  certify  the  fame 
to  the  Prefident,  who  was  authorifed  to  or- 
der the  Treafurer,  to  ifliie  notes,  bearing  in-  ;■ 
tercft  from  the  time  when  the  faid  fums  were                       • 
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1778*  paid  into  the  Treafury ;  which  notes  the  cred- 
itors were  to  receive  in  payment  ;  but  if  any 
of  the  eflates  lliould  prove  infolvent,  then  the 
creditors  were  to  receive  their  average.  In 
this  manner  fome  of  thefe  eftates  have  been 
fettled  and  the  creditors  paid  ;  others  remain 
unfettled.  Some  of  them  barely  paid  the  ex- 
penfes  of  their  management  ;  others  were 
rendered  infolvent.  The  eftate  of  the  late 
Governor  paid  all  the  demands  upon  it  ex- 
cepting that  of  his  father  ;  who  generoufly 
withdrew  his  claim  that  the  other  creditors 
might  be  paid  in  full.*     The  clear  profit  to^ 

*  The   following  papers  arc  taken  from  the  Reglftry  of  Probate  for 
the  county  of  B'ckinghara. 

'  Eoctinghart,  Jf    Feb.  i6j  1 786.       I    hereby    certify^    that    the  futns 

•  againll:    .ach  ferfon's  name  h<*rcin  fet  down^  were  relpedlively   due  to 
;                      '  them   the  laft  day  of  July  1782^  from  the  eflate  of  the  late  Govrrnor, 

•  John  Wentw'orth,  Efq  at  which  tioie  it  appears  there  had  been  receiv. 
'  ed  into  the  Tierffury^    a  fufficiency  to  pay  all  the  demands,  exhibited 

•  againfl  him    txtept  his    father's  ;    who    has    withdrawn   his,    that   the 

•  others  might  be  paid  in   full.  P.  White,  Judge  of  Probate-' 

•  Ponfmouthj  Frb.  6    1785      Sir,  After  confidering  the  great  delays 

•  in  fettling  the  iltmands  a^amft  the  eflate  of  try    foit.   Governor    Went- 

•  worth,  and  the  probability,  from  the  ill  management   thereof,  before  it 

•  fell  under  your  dfreilion,  that  it  wi'l  be  greatly  infolvent  ;  and  feeling 
«  for  the  diflrtfs  of  tr^ny  of  the  crfditors,  and  wiftiing  that  all   may   have 

•  their  juft  demands  paid^  I  have  determined  to  remove  their  embarralT- 
'  ment  a*  far  as  I  can,  by  withdrawing  my  account  and  claim^  until  theirs 

•  be  fully  af'juftpri  an  1  difchargcH^  by  you  or  other    proper    cfKcers.      Re- 

•  ftrving  to  tiiyfiif  flill  the  r>ght  of  claiming^  if  there  fhould  be  found  a 
'  furjilus  or  balance   in   his  favor.      For  as  proved  by  my  account  and    r.ii- 

•  thei.tic  V'Dchers  rca  ly  to  be  pro'uced,  that^  exclufive  of  my  account  be- 
'  fore,  I  have-  paid  <  S  f'veral  credi'ors  to  a  copfiderable  amount,  fiocc  he 
'    left  this  govirnocii    ;  and  had  alfo  greatly  augmented  the  value  of  his 

•  eftate  at  Woljborough,  by  my  advaict?  and  care  rhercof,  all  to  tie  benefit 
»  ot  his  prefent  creditors.     I  ftiall  therefore  be  greatly  obliged,  by  your  di- 

•  redling  that  my  account  le  fnt  me  ;  and  1  fhiU  hope  for  your  future 
«  friendly  interpofjtion  if  it  (hould  be  found  nectfTary  ;  beings  with  the 
'  highefl  eflccm  and  refpeiS,  your  moft  humble  fervant, 

'  Mark  H.  Wentworth.' 
«  Phillips  White,  Efq.' 

A  general  ftatement  of  the  claims   againfl  the  confifcated  eflate   of  the 
late  Governor  John  Wcn'worth,  and  the  neat  proceeds  from  the  fate  of  it ; 
the  account  being  not  yet  fcrticd.     April,  1791. 
Dr.     The  claim  of  M.   H.  Wentwoith,  proved  by 

authentic  vouchers,                                                        X^3^"°  ^°  ^* 
Amount  of  other  claims  proved  as  above,                         3877  15  3|; 
Paid  to  feveral  other  creditorSj  ilnce  the  Gov- 
ernor's abfence,  by  M,  H.  Wentworth.                         819  ii  6 
1  — — .  ■  

£18377  17  H 

Cr.    Paid  into  the  Treafury  by  the Tiuftce  for  laid  eftate,        10435  8    6 
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the  State  from  all  thefe  confifcatlons,  as  far    1778. 
as  it  has  been  afcertained,  is  inconfiderable. 
Power    when    delegated  without    reilric- 
tions,  and  for  the  abufe  of  which  the   dele- 
gate is  not  held  accountable,  has  a  fhrong  ten- 
dency toward    defpotifm.      The   temporary 
conflitution  which  we  had  adopted  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  was  found,  by  experience, 
to  have  many  imperfections  ;  and  the  necef- 
iity  of  checks  and  excluiions  became  every 
day  more  evident.     Other  States  were  form- 
ing conftitutions  on  certain  eftabliflied  prin- 
ciples, and  defining  their  rights  as  a  prelimi- 
nary  to  the  delegation   of  power.     An  at- 
tempt of  the  like  kind   was  made  in  New-    1779, 
Hampfhire.     A  convention  of  delegates,  cho- 
fen  for  the  purpofe,  drew  up  and  fent  abroad 
a  fyftem  of  government ;  but  fo  deficient  was 
it  in  its  principles,  and   fo  inadequate  in  its 
proviiions,  that  being  propofed  to  the  people, 
in  their  town-meetings,  it  was  rejecfted.  Ano- 
ther convention  was   appointed,   which   had 
more  advantage  than  the  former,  the  neigh- 
bouring State  of  Maflachufetts  having  digeft- 
ed  and  adopted  a  conflitution,  which  was  flip- 
pofed  to  be  an  improvement  on  all  which  had 
been  framed  in  America.     This  convention 
had  no  lefs  than  nine  feffions,  and  continued  ^^<^'^  Jo-e 
for  more  than  two  years.     In  the  firft  plan  al,''/^?., 
of  government  which  they  compofed,  they 
diflindlly  ftated  the  alienable  and  unalienable 
rights  of  the  people.     They  divided  the  gov- 
ernment into  three  branches,  legiflative,  ex- 
ecutive  and  judicial,  and  defined  the  limits  of 
each.     The  legiflative  branch  was  compofed 
of  a  Senate  and   Houfe   of  Reprefentatives, 
The  Senate  was  to  confifl  of  twelve  perfon^s, 
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178L  five  for  the  county  of  RocklngKam,  two  for 
Strafford,  two  for  Hillfborough,  two  forChe- 
fhlre  and  one  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were  to 
be  voted  for  in  town-meetings,  and  the  votes 
fealed  and  returned  to  the  Secretary's  office. 
The  number  of  Reprefentatives  was  limited 
to  fifty,  and  apportioned  among  the  counties, 
thus  ;  twenty  for  Rockingham  ;  eight  for 
Strafford  ;  ten  for  Hillfborough  ;  eight  for 
Chelliire  ;  and  four  for  Grafton.  Thefe  were 
to  be  elected  by  the  County  Conventions,  con- 
fiding of  one  delegate  for  every  fifty  rateable 
polls.  This  mode  was  recommended,  to  pre- 
vent thofe  interefled  views  and  that  party  fpi- 
rit,  which  too  often  appear  in  fingle  towns  in 
the  eledlion  of  Reprefentatives.  The  execu- 
tive power  w^as  vefled  in  a  Governor,  whom 
the  Convention, in  their  addrefs  to  the  people, 
defcribed  in  the   following  terms  :    '  They 

*  have  arrayed  him  with  honors,  they  have 

*  armed  him  with  power  and  fet  him  on  high; 
'  but  flill  he  is  only  the  right  hand  of  your 
'  power,  and  the  mirror  of  your  majefty.' 
But  though  armed  with  power  and  liable  to 
be  impeached  for  mifcondudt,  he  was  fhroud- 
ed  from  refponfibility,  by  a  Council,  without 
whofc  advice  he  could  not  take  one  ftep  of 
any  importance.  The  judicial  department 
was  to  be  appointed  by  the  executive  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  legiflative  ;  but  the  Judges 
were  removeable  for  mifcondudl,  by  the  Go- 
vernor and  Council,  on  the  addrefs  of  both 
Houfes  of  the  Legiflature.  Juftices  of  the 
Peace  were  to  hold  their  commifTions  five 
years  only.  Provifion  was  made  for  the  ex- 
clufion  of  perfons  from  holding  feveral  offi- 
ces at  the  fame  time  ;  the   reafon  of  which 
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was  thus  exprefled.     '  Befides  the  interfer-    178L 

*  ence  of  feveral  offices  held  by  the  fame  per- 

*  foil  in  point  of  time,  which  we  have  feen, 
'  and  the  difficulty  of  one  man's  giving  his 

*  attention   to  many  matters   fufficiently  to 

*  underftand  them  all,   which  we  have  too 

*  often  felt  ;  there  is  a  ftill  flronger  reafon, 

*  which  is  the  difficulty  of  a  man's  preferving 

*  his  integrity  in  difcharging  the  duties  of 
'  each/  The  encouragement  of  literature  was 
alfo  recommended  as  effentiai  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  a  free  government,  and  it  was  de- 
clared to  be  the  duty,  of  legiflators  to  cherifh 
its  interefts. 

This  plan  was  printed  and  fent  to  every 
town.  The  inhabitants  were  requelled  to 
flate  their  obje^ftions  diftincflly  to  any  parti-  ^^^'^'  '* 
cular  part,  and  return  them  at  a  fixed  time. 
The  obje6lions  were  fo  many  and  fo  various, 
that  it  became  necefTary  to  alter  the  form  and 
fend  it  out  a  fecond  time.  The  name  of  Go- 
Ternor,  and  moil  of  his  powers,  were  flill 
retained  ;  but  the  mode  of  reprefentation  was  1782* 
altered.  Inftead  of  being  eleded,  by  conn-  ^^.g  3,. 
ty  conventions,  the  Reprefentatives  were  to 
be  chofen  immediately  by  the  towns  ;  every 
incorporated  townfliip  containing  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rateable  polls,  having  the  pri- 
vilege of  choofing  one  ;  and  every  one  con- 
taining four  hundred  and  fi^fty,  of  choofing 
two.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  the 
mode  of  appointing  officers  of  militia.  In- 
ftead of  fuperior  officers  being  chofen  by 
their  inferiors,  and  inferior  officers  by  the 
privates,  as  had  been  pratflifed  fince  the  be- 
ginning of  the  war,  the  order  of  appoint- 
ment was  reverfed,  and  the  privates  had  no 
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1782.  power  of  choice  at  all.  This  was  faid  to  be 
necefTary  to  the  prefervation  of  harmony,  fub- 
ordination  and  difcipline.  The  fecond  plan 
being  fent  out  was  generally  approved  ;  but 
it  was  not  completed  at  the  time  when  the 
^  news  of  peace  arrived.     The  old  form  having 

March  and  ^^p^^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  War,  it  was,  by  the  votes  of 
April.  the  people  in  their  town-meetings,  revived 
and  continued  for  one  year  longer.  In  the 
following  autumn,  the  new  form  was  iinifh- 
ed  ;  and  the  name  of  Governor  being  chang- 
ed to  Prefident,  it  was  a  third  time  printed 
and  declared  to  be  '  the  civil  conftitution  for 
the  State  of  New-Hampfliire.'  It  took  place 
on  the  fecond  day  of  the  following:  June,  and 
'"^*  was  introduced  at  Concord  by  a  religious 
folemnity,  which  has  fince  been  repeated  at 
every  annual  ele(5lion. 

To  the  convention  which  formed  this  con- 
ftitution feveral  towns  in  the  weftern  part  of 
the  State  did  not  fend  delegates.  The  caufe 
of  this  omiilion,  and  of  fome  other  eccentri- 
cities in  the  condu(5l  of  the  people  in  that 
quarter  muft  now  be  explained. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  diftridl  on  the  wef- 
tern fide  of  Conne6licut  river,  which  was  fev- 
ered from  New-Hampfliire  in  1764,  had 
been  engaged  in  a  long  and  bitter  controver- 
fy  with  thegovernment  of  New-York.  They 
had  even  been  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to 
arms  in  defence  of  their  eftates  ;  and  frequent 
acts  of  violence  had  been  committed.  There 
was  among  them  a  fet  of  intrepid  men,  ready 
to  encounter  dangers,  and  trained  to  hardy 
^nterprife.  At  the  commencement  of  hoi- 
tiiities,  by  the  advice  of  fome  principal  op- 
pofers  of  the  Britifh  Government,  in  the  other 
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Colonies,  a  company  of  thofe  people  fly  ling  1784. 
tliemfclves  Green  Mountain  Boys,  marched 
to  Ticonderoga,  and  wrefted  that  fortrefs,  to-  -i*-*^/- 
gether  with  Crown-Point,  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  Britifli  ganifons.  A  regiment  of  them. 
was  embodied  by  order  and  in  the  pay  of  the 
general  Congrefs.  Their  exertions  in  the 
common  caufe  were  meritorious  and  their 
fer vices  were  acceptable. 

Soon  after  the  declaration  of  independence,  1776, 
the  inhabitants  of  that  territory  aiTembled  in 
convention  to  coniider  their  peculiar  fituatioa 
and  concert  meafures  for  their  fafety.  The 
opportunity  which  then  prcfented  for  a 
change  in  their  political  connexions,  was  too 
precious  to  be  loft.  By  the  difiblution  of  the 
bonds  which  had  held  America  in  fubjecflion 
to  the  Crown  of  Britain,  they  conceived  them- 
felves  free  from  the  government  of  New- 
York,  to  which  the  moft  of  them  had  never 
voluntarily  fubmitted;  and, being  as  theyfaid, 
reduced  to  *  a  ftate  of  nature,'  they  thought 
that  they  had  a  right  to  form  fuch  connex- 
ions as  were  agreeable  to  themfelves.  Ac- 
cordingly they  made  and  publiflied  a  decla- 
ration ;  *  that  they  would   at   all  times  con-    ^'^'77. 

*  iider  themfelves  as  a  free  and  independent 

*  State  ;  capable  of  regulating  their  own  in- 
'  ternal  police  ;  that  they  had  the  fole  exclu- 
'  five  right  of  governing  themfelves,  in  fuch 

*  manner  as  they  lliould  choofe,  not  repug- 

*  nant  to  the  refolves  of  Congrefs  ;  and  that 

*  they  were  ready  to  contribute  their  propor- 

*  tion  to  the  common  defence.'  Under  the 
influence  of  thefe  principles,  they  formed  a 
plan  of  government  and  a  code  of  laws,  and 
petitioned  Congrefs  to  receive  them  into  the 
union.  T  t 
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1778*         The  inbdbitants  on  the  eaftern  ikle  of  Con- 
necfliciit   river  were  very  conveniently   fitu- 
ated  to  unite  with  thole  on  the  weftern  fide, 
and  many  of  them  had  the  fame   principles 
and  views.      They  argued  that   the   original 
grant  of  Nevv-Hampihire  to  Mafon  was  cir- 
cumfcribed  by  a  line  drawn  at  the  diftance 
of  fixty  miles  from  the  fea  ;  that  all  the  lands 
weflward  of  that  line,  being  royal  grants,  had 
been  held  in  fubjecSlion  to  the  government  of 
New-Hamplhire  by  force  of  the  royal  com- 
miflions,  which  were  vacated  by  the  aiTumed 
independence  of  the  American  Colonies  ;  and 
©hfctv3-     therefore   that   the   inhabitants  of  all   thofe 
righrof 'ja"  lands  had  '  reverted  to  a  ftate  of  nature.'    By 
ovcrN^r  ^^^^^^  expreiTion,  however,  they 'did  not  mean 
Grants.       that  cacli  iiidividiial  was   reduced  to  iiich   a 
17 7!;-."'       ftate  J  but  that  each  town  retained  its  corpo- 
rate unitY,  unconnected    with    any    fuperior 
jurifdidtipn.      They    diftinguifhed    between 
PuMie  c'e-  commiffions  derived  from  the    King,   which 
r!'.i'/!ff  K  ^Qi'^  revokable  at  his  pleafure,  and  incorpo- 
H^mpfiure  rations  held  on  certain  conditions,  which  be- 
printed      ing   performed,    the   powers   and  privileges 
^^^9"        granted  by  the  incorporations  were  perpetual. 
They  aflerted  that  jurifdiclions  eftablillied  by 
royal  commiffions  could  bind   a  people   to- 
gether no  longer  than  the  force  which  firft 
compelled  continues  to  operate  ;  but  when 
the  coercive  power  of  the  King  was  rejedled, 
and  its  operation  had  ceafed,  the  people  had  a 
right  to  make  a  Hand  at  the  fir  ft  legal  ft  age, 
viz.  their   town  incorporations.     Thefe    by 
univerfal   conlent  were   held  facred  ;  hence 
they  concluded  that  the  major  part   of  each 
one  of  thofe  towns  had  a  right  to  control  the 
minor  part  ;  and  they  confidered  themfelves 
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as  fo  many  diftindl  corporations,   until  they    1778. 
fliould  agree  to  unite  in  one  aggregate  body. 

In  thele  fentiments  the  people  were  not  all 
united.  The  majority  of  Ibme  towns  was  in 
favor  of  their  former  connexion,  and  in  rhofe 
to\Vns  where  the  majority  inclin."d  the  other 
way,  the  minority  claimed  protetflion  of  the 
government. 

They  fuppofed  that  the  exiftence  of  their 
town-incorporations,  and  of  the  privileges 
annexed  to  them,  depended  on  their  union  to 
Nev7-Hamp{liire  ;  and  that  their  acceptance 
of  the  grants  was  in  eiTecl  an  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  jurifdi(5lion,  and  a  fubmifTion  to 
the  laws  of  the  State  ;  from  which  they  could 
not  fairly  be  difengaged  v/ithout  its  confent ; 
as  the  State  had  never  injured  or  oppreiled 
them. 

Much  pains,  were  taken,  by  the  other  par- 
ty, to  dilFeminate  the  new  ideas.  Conven- 
tions were  held,  pamphlets  were  printed,  and 
at  length  a  petition  was  drawn  in  the  name 
of  iixteen  tov/ns^'-  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Con- 
nedlicut  river,  requeiling  the  new  State, 
which  had  aiTumed  the  name  of  VERMONT, 
to  receive  them  into  its  union,  alleeine-  '  that  ^^^  '".^• 

*  they  Vv^ere  not  connected    with   any    State,  fi'es. 
'  v/ith  refpecl  to  their  internal  police.'     The 
Affembly  at  firft   appeared  to  be  againft  re- 
ceiving them  ;  but  the  members  from  thofe 

♦  I  Corni(h,  8  Bath, 

a  Lebanon,  g   Lyman, 

^a  name  piven  to  the  .    .  J  now  divided  into  LiJ= 

^    Zirefj.„  )  ""'ftrift    heloripinjj  to  °      ^'  '"^'     \tlcton  and  Dalton. 

■^         ^"^  '^  Dartmouth  College  ;  iiEn6e!d^ 

C''UC  now  difufed.  \%  Cana?i>^ 

4  Lime,  i^   Curdl^an,  now  Orange, 

5  Orforrl^  14   I.a.jdiff 

6  P.ermont,  ij  Gunthto^ilte.  now  New  Concord. 

7  Haverhill,  16  ilfo/-r»-/e«(/«,  nbvv  f  jacconia. 
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1778.  towns  which  were  fituated  near  the  river  on 
the  weft  fide,  declared  that  they  would  with- 
draw and  join  with  the  people  on  the  eaft 
fide,  in  forming  a  new  State.  The  queftion 
was  then  referred  to  the  people  at  large,  and 
means  were  ufed    to  influence  a  majority  of 

June  II.  ^^^  towns  to  vote  in  favor  of  the  union,  which 
the  Affembly  could  not  but  confirm.  The 
fixteen  towns  were  accordingly  received  ; 
and  the  Vermont  Affembly  refolved,  that 
any  other  towns  on  the  eaftern  fide  of 
the  river  might  be  admitted  on  producing 
a  vote  of  a  majority  of  the  inhabitants,  or 
on  the  appointment  of  a  Reprefentative. 
Being  thus  admitted  into  the  State  of  Ver- 
mont, they  gave  notice  to  the  government 
of  New-Hampfliire,  of  the  feparation  which 
they  had  made,   and  exprefTed  their  wifli  for 

June  IS.     j^j-^   amicable    fettlement  of  a  jurifdidlional 
line,  and  a  friendly  correfpondence. 

The  Prefident  of  New-Hampfhire,  in  the 
name  of  the  Affembly,  wrote  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  Vermont,  claiming  the  fixteen  towns 
as  part  of  the  State,  the  limits  of  which  had 
been  determined  prior  to  the  revolution  ; 
reminding  him  that  thole  towns  had  fent 
delegates  to  the  convention  in  1775  j  that 
they  had  applied  to  the  Affembly  for  arms 
and  ammunition,  which  had  been  fent  to 
them  ;  that  their  military  officers  had  accept- 
ed commiflions  and  obeyed  orders  from  the 
government  ;  that  the  minority  of  thofe 
towns  was  averfe  to  a  difunion,  and  had 
claimed  protedlion  of  the  State,  which  the 
Affembly  thought  themfelves  bound  to  af-^ 
ford  ;  and  befeeching  him  to  ufe  his  influ- 
ence with  the  Affembly  of  Vermont  to  dif- 
folve  the  newly  formed  connexion. 


Aug.  sa. 


Oiftobci. 
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At  the  fame  time,  the  Prefidcnt  wrote  to  1778. 
the  delegates  of  the  State  in  Congrefs  ;  de-  ^"S-  *5>' 
firing  them  to  take  advice  and  endeavour  to 
obtain  the  interpofition  of  that  body  ;  inti- 
mating his  apprehenfion,  that  without  it,  the 
controverfy  muft  be  decided  by  the  fword,as 
every  condefcending  meafure  had  been  ufed 
from  the  beginning  and  rejecfled. 

The  Governor  and  Council  of  Vermont  fent 
a  meflenger  to  Congrefs  to  fee  in  what  light 
the  new  State  was  viewed  by  them.  On  his 
return  he  reported,  that  the  Congrefs  was 
unanimoufly  oppofed  to  the  union  of  the  fix- 
teen  towns  with  Vermont;  other  wife  they  (ex- 
cepting the  delegates  of  Nev^-York)  had  no  ob- 
jection to  the  independence  of  the  new  State. 

At  the  next  feffion  of  the  Vermont  Af- 
fembly  at  Windfor,  when  the  Reprefentatives 
of  the  lixteen  towns  had  taken  their  feats,  a  de- 
bate arofe  on  a  quellion,  whether  they  Ihould 
be  eredled  into  a  new  county,  which  pafTed 
in  the  negative.  Conceiving  that  they  were 
not  admitted  to  equal  privileges  with  their 
brethren,  the  members  from  thofe  towns  with- 
drew ;  and  were  followed  by  feveral  others 
belonging  to  the  towns  adjoining  the  river  on 
the  weft  fide.  They  formed  themfelves  into 
a  convention,  and  invited  all  the  towns  on 
both  fides  of  the  river  to  unite,  and  fet  up 
another  State  by  the  name  of  New-Connec- 
ticut. This  fecefiion  had  nearly  proved  fatal 
to  the  State  of  Vermont.  A  ridge  of  moun- 
tains which  extends  from  fouth  to  north 
through  that  territory,  feemed  to  form  not 
only  a  natural,  but  a  political  line  of  divifion. 
A  more  cordial  union  fubfiilcd  between  the 
people  on  the  eafternfide  of  theGreenMomi- 
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1778.  tainSjand  the  eaftern  fide  of  Connedlicut  river, 
than  between  the  latter  and  thofe  on  the  wcf- 
tern  fide  of  the  mountains  ;  but  thefe  alone 
were  infufficienr,  without  the  others,  to  make 
a  State.  The  Governor,  and  other  leading 
men  of  Vermont,  who  refided  on  the  well 
fide  of  the  Mountains,  wrote  letters  to  the 
AfTemblyof  New-Hampfhirc,informing  them 
of  the  feparation,  and  expreffing  their  difap- 
probation  of  a  connexion  with  the  fixteen 
towns.  The  AflTcmbiy  regarded  thefe  letters 
as  ambiguous,  and  as  not  exprefllng  a  difin- 
clination  to  ?i\\j  future  connexion  with  them. 
Jealoufy  is  faid  to  be  a  republican  virtue  ;  it 
operated  on  this  occafion,  arid  the  event  pro- 
ved that  it  was  not  without  foundation. 
A  convention  of  delegates   from    feveral 

r,    „       towns  on  both  fides  of  the  river  affembled  at 

Dec.  ?•  .  ^ 

Cornifli  and  agreed  to  unite,  without  any  re- 
gard to  the  limits  eftabliflied  by  the  King  in 
1764  ;  and  to  make  the  following  propofals 
to  New-Hampfiiire,  viz.  either  to  agree  with 
them  on  a  dividing  line,  or  to  fubmit  the  dif- 
pute  to  Congrefs,  or  to  arbitrators  mutually 
chofen.  If  neither  of  thefe  propofals  were 
accepted,  then,  in  cafe  they  could  agree  with 
New-Hampfliire  on  a  form  of  government, 
they  would  confent  that  '  the  whole  of  the 

*  grants  on  both  fides  of  the  river  fiiould  con- 

*  ne(5l  themfelves  with  New-Ham plhire,  and 

*  become  one  entire  State,  as  before  the  royal 

*  determination  in  1764.'  I'ill  one  or  other 
of  thei'e  propofals  fiiould  be  complied  Vv^ith 
they  determine  '  to  trufl  in  Providence  and 
'  defend  themfelves.' 

-J  ^,H.q  An  attempt  was  made  in  the  following  year 

to  form  a  conflitution  for  New-Hampfliire, 
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jn  wliicli  the  limits  of  the  State  were  faid  to    1779- 
be  the  fame  as  under  the  royal   government 
'  referving  neverthelefs  our  claim  to  the  New- 
'  Hampihire  Grants  well  of  Conne61icut  ri- 

*  ver  '  Though  this  form  of  government  was 
reje6led  by  a  majority  of  the  people  ;  yet 
there  was  a  difpofition  in  a  great  part  of  the 
AiTembly  to  retain  their  claim  to  the  whole 
of  the  f^rants  weftward  of  the  river.  At  the 
fame  time  the  State  of  New-York  fet  up  a 
claim  to  the  fame  lands,  and  it  was  fufpetled, 
perhaps  not  without  reafon,  that  intrigues 
were  forming  to  divide  Vermont  between 
New-Hamplhire  and  New- York,  by  the  ridge 
of  mountains  which  runs  through  the  terri- 
tory. Certain  it  is  that  the  Vermonters  were 
alarmed  ;  and,  that  they  might  have  the  fime 
advantage  of  their  adverfarics,  they  extended 
their  claim  w^eftward  into  New- York,  and 
eaftward  into  New-Hampfliire  ;  and  thus  not 
only  the  lixteen  towns,  but  feveral  other 
towns  in  the  counties  of  Cheihire  and  Graf- 
ton, became  incorporated  with  Vermont  by 

*  articles  of  vmion  and  confederation.' 

It  is  not  eafy  to  develope  the  intrigues  of 
the  feveral  parties,  or  to  clear  their  tranfac- 
tions  from  the  obfcurity  which  furrounds 
them.*  He  who  looks  for  confiilency  in  the 
proceedings  of  the  Conventions  and  AiTem- 
blies  which  were  involved  in  this  controver- 
fy,  will  be  difappointed.  Several  interfering 
interefls  confpired  to  perplex  the  fubje<fl. 
The  people  on  the  wcflern  fide  of  the  Green 

*  The  author  has  fpated  no  pains  to  gain  as  perfetfl  a  knowledge  cf 
thefc  things  as  the  nature  of  then!  will  adnnt.  If  fee  has  net  fucceeded 
rn  obtaining  iraterials,  for  a  juft  ?nd  full  account  it  is  his  leqaift  that 
thofe  who  are  hetter  acquainted  v.'ith  the  fuhje<S;  would  obl'ge  ths  puMi" 
with  mere  acci'.rarc  itformalion. 
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1779o  Mountains,  willied  to  have  the  feat  of  govern- 
ment among  them.  Thofe  adjoining  Con- 
nedlicut  river,  on  both  tides,  were  defirovis  of 
bringing  the  centre  of  jurifdicflion  to  the 
verge  of  the  river.  The  leading  men  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  New-Hampiliire,  were  averfe 
to  a  removal  of  the  government  from  its  old 
feat.  Vermont  had  alTumed  independence  ; 
but  its  limits  were  not  defined.  New- York 
had  a  claim  on  that  territory  as  far  as  Con- 
nedlicut  River,  from  which  there  was  no  dif- 
pofition  to  recede.  That  State  had  been  al- 
ways oppofed  to  the  independence  of  Ver- 
mont. New-Hampfliire  at  firft  feemed  to 
acquiefce  in  it ;  and  fome  letters  which  the 
Prefident  wrote  to  the  Governor  of  Ver- 
mont, when  threatened  with  invafion  in  1777, 
were  underftood  as  an  acknowledgment  of  it. 
Had  there  been  no  attempt  to  unite  with  the 
tov/ns  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  river,  New- 
Hampfhire  would  perhaps  never  have  oppo- 
fed the  independence  of  Vermont.  But  the 
AfFembly  was  afterward  induced  to  claim  all 
that  territory,  which  before  the  year  1764, 
had  been  fuppofed  to  be  within  the  limits  of 
the  State.  This  interfered  with  the  claim 
of  New- York  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  MafTa- 
chufetts  put  in  a  claim  to  a  part  of  Vermont. 
The  controverfy  had  become  fo  intricate, that 
it  was  thought  neceffar]/-  to  be  decided  by 
Congrefs  ;  and   application   being   made   to 

Sept.  44.  that  body,  they  recommended  to  the  three 
States  of  NevN^-York,  MalTachufetts  and  New- 
Hamplliire,  to  pafs  a(5ls  which  fliould  author- 
ife  Congrefs  to  determine  their  boundaries  ; 
and  at  the  fame  time  they  advifed  the  peo- 
ple of  Vermont  to  relinquillrjurif  diction  over 
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all  pe?'fons  on  the  weft  or  eaft  fides  of  Connect-  1779, 
icut  river,  who  had  not  denied  the  authority 
of  New-York  and  New-Haniplhire  ;  and  to 
abftain  from  granting  lands,  or  confifcating 
eftates,  within  their  allumed  limits,  till  the 
matter  fliould  be  decided.  The  States  of  New- 
York  and  New-Hampiliire  pafled  thefe  a6ls  ; 
but  Mallachufetts  did  not.  The  Vermont 
Affembly  proceeded  in  granting  lands  and 
confifcating  eftates  ;  and  Congrefs  could  only 
refolve  that  their  proceedings  were  unwar- 
rantable. 

It  was  neceffary  that  nine  States  fliould  be 
prefent  in  Congrefs,  bende  thofe  Vv'hofe  claims 
were  to  be  heard.  A  deficiency  in  the  rep- 
refentation  caufed  a  long  delay  ;  bvit  after 
the  expiration  of  another  year  the  queftion 
was  broupht  on.  The  claims 'of  New-York  1780. 
and  New-Hampfliire  were  put  in  ;  and  both  ^'p*-  ^°- 
pleaded  that  Vermont  had  no  right  to  inde- 
pendence. The  aQ:ents  of  the  New-State 
afferted  their  right,  and  offered  to  become 
part  of  the  Union  ;  intimating,  that  if  they 
could  not  be  admitted,they  fliould  be  reduced 
to  the  necefTity  of  making  the  beft  terms  with 
the  Britifh  government.* 

*  How  far  infriKues!  of  this  k'l  1  wrre  cirried  on  it  m^y  ^c  (difficult 
to  afccrtiin  ;  hut  that  the  Bntifti  Govtrnm^n:  haf'.  fome  dependence  on  the 
dcfedtion  of  Vermont  appears  from  the  foliowitig  paragraph  of  an  inter- 
cepted letter  from  Lor  5  George  G;rmainc,  to  Sir  Henry  Cl:nton_,  dated 
Whitehall    Feb.  7,  1781. 

'  The  return  of  the  people  of  Vermont  to  their  a'i'»giancp,   is    an  event  FripfeJ  in 

*  rf  the  iitmo^  i'^portance  to  the  King's  affaJr^i  ;    a"fl  ac  thii  time,  it   the  th.e  Penn- 

•  French  and  Wafhington  really  meditate   an    irrup  ion   into  Canada,  may  fyivania 
'  be  cor.fidcred  as  opp-'Ong  an  infornioiintable  bar  to  the  attempt.     Gene-  picket, 

«  ral  Hallinan,  who  had  the  fi'ne  11  ftrudlian*  with  you  to  draw  over  Aupuft  4i 
I  thofe  pooplcj  and  give  <hcm  fuppcrt  will.  I  d  juht  not  p  ifh  u,)  a  holy  i^gi, 
e  of  troops,  to  aiSl  in  conjunftion  with  the'xi,  to  fecurc  all  the  avenue-a, 
c  throueh  their  country  into  Canada  ;  and  whci  the  ic-jfon  adniits,  take 
,  poffanion  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  Hudf  m's  and  Conneilicul  rive-rs,  and 
,  cut  off  the  cornmunication  between  Albany  and  the  .Viohawk  country. 
,  How  far  they  may  be  able  to  extend  the,->lfelve^  fouthward  and  ejft*ard, 
I  Q)ull  dcfcad  on  their  nurabers,  and  the  difpofijon  of  the  iiihabitants.' 

Uu 
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1781.  The  caufe  was  farther  perplexed  by  a 
Aug.  20.  conftitutional  queflion,  whether  Congrefs 
had  any  power  to  form  a  new  State  within 
the  limits  of  the  union  ?  The  decifion  was 
deferred  ;  and  after  eleven  months,  Congrefs 
had  proceeded  no  farther,  than  to  lay  it  down 
as  an  indifpenfable  preliminary,  to  the  recog- 
nition of  Vermont,  as  a  member  of  the  union ; 
that  they  fliould  *  explicitly  relinquifli  a.11  de- 
'  mands  of  land  and  jurifdidlion    on  the  eafl 

*  fide  of  ConneclicLit  river,  and  on  the  weft 
'  lide  of  a  line   drawn  twenty  miles  eaflward 

*  of  Hudfon's  river  to  Lake  Champlain.' 

oa.  19.  When   this  refolution  was  laid  before  the 

ivis  copyof  Afl'embly  of  Vermont,  which  met  at  Charlef- 
vern  rwt  towu,  they  determined  to  '  remain  firm  in  the 
K^Hiiip-  *  principles  on  which  they  firft  aifumed  gov- 
ftire  files.   <  ej-i^nient,  and  to  hold  the  articles  of  union 

*  inviolate,  that  they  would  not  fubmit  the 

*  queftion  of  their  independence  to  the  arbit- 
'  rament  of  any  power  v/hatever  ;  but  they 
'  were  willing  at  prelent  to  refer  the  quef- 
'  tion  of  their  jurifdictional  boundary  to 
'  commiflioners  mutually   chofen,  and  when 

*  they  fliould  be  admitted  into  the  American 
'  union,  they  would  fubmit  any  fuch  difputes 

*  to  Congrefs.' 

The  ftate  of  fociety  within  the  feceding 
towns,  at  this  time,  was  very  unhappy.  The 
majorities  attempted  to  control  the  minori- 
ties ;  and  thefe  were  difpofed  not  to  fubmit, 
but  to  feek  prote(ftion  of  the  government  with 
which  they  had  been  conne6ted.  At  the 
fame  time  and  in  the  fame  place,  Juflices, 
Sheriffs  and  Conflables,  appointed  by  the 
authority  of  both  flates,  were  exercifing  ju- 
rifdicftion  over  the  lame  perfons.    Party  rage, 
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high  words   and  deep  refentment,  were  the    1781. 
effe(5l  of  thefe  clafliing  interefts.     An   affray 
which   began   in   the  town   of  Chefterfield, 
threatened  a  fcene  of  open  hollility,  between 
the  States  of  New-Hampiliire  and  Vermont. 

A  Conftable,  appointed  by  the  authority  of 
Vermont,  had  a  writ,  in  an  action  of  debt 
againft  a  man  who  was  in  the  intercft  of  New- 
Hamplhire.  He  found  the  man  in  company 
with  a  number  of  people  of  his  own  party,  and  Nov.  14. 
attempted  to  arrelt  him.  The  owner  of  the 
houfe  interpofed.  The  Confhible  produced 
a  book  which  he  faid  contained  the  laws  of  iitimsand 
Vermont,  and  began  to  read.  The  owner  of  Jhe'ekl? 
the  houfe  forbad  him.  Threatening  words 
were  ufed  ;  and  the  officer  was  compelled  to 
retreat.  By  a  warrant  from  a  Vermont  Juilice, 
the  houfeholder,  and  another  of  the  company, 
were  committed  to  prifon  in  Charleftown. 
They  fent  a  petition  to  the  AfTembly  of  New- 
Hamplhire  for  relief.  The  Alfembly  em- 
powered the  committee  of  fafety  to  diredl  the  j^tqv.  28, 
Sheriff  of  Cheflnre  to  releafe  the  prifoners  ; 
they  farther  empowered  the  committee  to 
caufe  to  be  apprehended  and  committed  to 
prifon,  in  any  of  the  counties,  all  perfons  a6l- 
ing  under  the  pretended  authority  of  the 
State  of  Vermont,  to  be  tried  by  the  Courts 
of  thofe  counties  where  they  might  be  confi- 
ned ;  and  for  this  purpofe  the  Sheriffs  were 
empowered  to  raife  the poffe  Com'itatus. 

In  attempting  to  releafe  the  two  prifoners 
from  Charleflown  gaol, the  Sheriff himfelf  was 
Imprifoned  by  the  Vermont  Sheriff,  under  the 
authority  of  a  warrant  from  tliree  Juftices. 
The  imprifoned  SheritT  applied  to  a  Briga- 
dier General  of  New-Hampfliire,  to  raife  the 
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1782.  militia  for  his  liberation.  This  alarmed  the 
Vermonters  ;  and  orders  were  iflued  by  the 

Jan.  13.  Governor  for  their  militia  to  oppofe  force 
with  force.  A  committee  of  Vermont  was 
fent  to  Exeter,  '  to  agree  on  meafures  to 
'  prevent  hollilities.'  One  of  this  committee 
was  the  Vermont  Sheriff;  he  was  immedi- 
ately arrefled  and  thrown  into  prifon  at  Ex- 
eter, and  there  held  as  a  hoflage  for  the  releafe 
of  the  Sheriff  of  Chefhire.  The  affembly 
iffued  a  proclamation,  allowing  forty  days 
for  the  people  in  the  revolted  towns  to  repair 
to  fome  Magiftrate  of  New-Hampfliire,  and 
fubfcribe  a  declaration, that  they  acknowledg- 
ed the  extent  of  New-Hampfliire  to  Connect- 
icut river  ;  and  that  they  would  demean 
themfelves  peaceably  as  good  citizens  of  the 
State.  They  alfo  ordered  the  militia  of  all 
the  counties  to  hold  themfelves  in  readinefs 
to  march  againft  the  revolters. 

While  affairs  wore  fuch  a  threatening  af- 
pedl  between  the  two  States,  means  were 
ufed  at  Congrefs  to  take  up  the  controver- 
fy  on  more  general  ground.  A  commit- 
tee, who  had  under  confideration  the  af- 
fair of  admitting  Vermont  into  the  union 
and  determining  its  boundaries,  prevailed  on 
General  Wafliington,  then  at  Philadelphia, 

Jan.  I.  to  write  to  the  Governor  of  Vermont,  advi- 
fing  to  a  relinquifliment  of  their  late  exten- 
iion,as  an  'indlfpenfable  preliminary,'  to  their 
admiffion  into  the  union ;  intimating  alfo, 
that  upon  their  non-compliance,  they  muff 
be  coniidered  as  having  a  hoflile  difpoiition 
toward  the  United  States,  in  which  cafe  coer- 

Appendix,  clon  on  the  part  of  Congrefs,  however  difa- 
greeable,  would  be  neceffary. 
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TIlis  letter  had  the  defired  effea.  llie  1782. 
Airembly  of  Vermont,  taking  advantage  of  , 
the  ablence  of  the  members  trom  the  eaftera 
fide  of  the  river,  obtained  a  majority  for 
complying  with  the  preliminary, and  refolved, 
'  that  the  weftern  bank  of  Connediicut  river 
'  on  the  one  part,  and  a  line  drawn  from  the 
'  north-weft  corner  of  Maffachufetts,  north- 
'  wardjto  Lake  Champlaia  on  the  other  part,be 
'  the  eaftern  and  weftern  boundaries  of  the 
'  State  of  Vermont,  and  that  they  relinquiflied 
'  all  claim  of  jurifdiction  without  thofe  limits.' 
When  the  members  from  the  eaftern  fide  of 
Connecfticut  river  arrived,  they  found  them- 
felves  excluded  from  a  feat  in  the  Aflembly, 
and  took  their  leave  v^dth  fome  expreftions  of 
bitternefs. 

After  this  compliance,  it  was  expelled  that 
Vermont  would  be  admitted  into  the  union,  '^'^"'  ^*^ 
and  the  queftion  was  folemnly  put  in  Con- 
grefs  ;  but  a  majority  decided  againft  it ;  to 
the  no  fmall  difappointment  of  many  perfons, 
befide  the  inhabitants  of  the  drfputed  territo- 
ry. The  pretence  for  this  decifion  was,  that 
they  had  exceeded  the  limited  time  ;  but  they 
had  complied  widi  the  '  indifpenfable  prclim- 
*  inary  ;'  and  the  order  of  Congrefs,  requiiing 
it,  ftood  unrepealed. 

Though  cut  oft  from  their  connexion  with 
Vermont,  the  revolted  towns  did  not  at  once 
return  to  a  ftate  of  peace  ;  but  the  divifions 
and  animofities  which  had  fo  long  fubiifted, 
continued  to  produce  difagreeable  eiibcts. 
The  judicial  Courts  of  Nevi^-Hampihire  had 
fat  without  much  interruption,  in  the  coun- 
ties of  Chefhire  and  Grafton,  whilft  the  offi- 
cers of  Vermont  held   iurifdiction  alio  ;  but 
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1782.  when  the  latter  were  excluded  by  the  a6l  of 
the  Vermont  AfTembly,  a  fpirit  of  oppofi- 
tion  began  to  arife  againft  the  fitting  of  the 
former. 

When  the  Inferior  Court  was  holden  at 
Keene,  a  number  of  perfons  appeared,  to  op- 
pofe  its  proceedings,  and  efFe6led  their  pur- 
pofe  fo  far  as  to  make  an  adjournment  necef- 
fary  ;  but  three  of  the  leaders  of  the  oppofi- 
tion  were  arreftedand  bound  over  to  the  Su- 
perior Court.  In  the  mean  time  efforts  were 
made  to  raife  a  party  who  fliould  oppofe  the 
Superior  Court ;  and  it  was  reported  that  two 
hundred  men  had  alfociated  and  armed  them- 

oaobcr.  felves  for  that  purpofe.  On  the  morning  be- 
fore the  court  was  opened,  feveral  of  the 
leaders  came  to  the  Judges'  chambers  and 
prefented  a  petition,  praying,  '  that  the  Court 

*  might  be  adjourned,  and  that  no  judicial 

*  proceedings  might  be  had,  whilll:  the  troub- 

*  les  in  which  the  country  had  been  involved 

*  dill  fubfifled,'  They  were  told  that  the 
Judges  could  come  to  no  determination  on 
the  fubjedl,  but  in  open  Court.  When  the 
Court  was  opened,  their  petition  was  publicly 
read  ;  and  the  confidcration  of  it  was  poft- 
poned  to  the  next  day.  The  Court  then  pro- 
ceeded to  its  common  budnefs.  llie  Grand 
Jury  being  impannelled,  the  doors  of  the 
houfe  where  they  met  were  kept  open,  whilll 
the  Attorney  General  laid  before  them  the 
cafe  of  the  rioters  at  the  inferior  Court.  A 
bill  was  found  againft  them.  They  were  ar- 
raigned, they  pleaded  guilty,  and  caft  them- 
felves  on  the  mercy  of  the  Court.  The  Court 
remitted  their  punifhment  on  condition  of 
their  future  peaceable  behavior.     This   well 
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judged  combination  of  firmnefs  and  lenity  1782. 
difarmed  the  infurgents  ;  and  they  quietly 
difperfed.  From  that  time  the  fpirit  of  op- 
polition  to  government  in  that  quarter  grad- 
ually abated  ;  and  the  people  returned  to 
their  connexion  with  New-Hampfliire. 
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CHAP.    XXVIL 

Poptilar  difcontsnt.  Efforts  for  paper  currency'  Tender  aSt!. 
hifurrediiofu  Dignity  arid  Ic^iity  of  giverntnsnt.  Federal 
Corfitiitmi. 

1  HE  American  revolution  had  been 
crowned  with  fuccefs,  as  far  as  it  refpecfled 
our  emancipation  from  foreign  jurifdiftion, 
the  eftabliihment  of  forms  of  government 
among  ourfelves,  and  our  deliverance  from 
war.  It  remained,  to  accommodate  the  minds 
and  manners  of  the  people,  imder  the  new 
adminiftration,  to  a  regular  courfe  of  ju (lice, 
both  public  and  private  ;  to  perfe(5l  the  union 
of  the  States  ;  and  to  eftablilh  a  fyftem.  of  fi- 
nance. Thefe  things  were  neceffary  to  make 
the  revolution  complete. 

The  extremes  of  defpotifm  on  the  one 
hand,  and  of  licentioufneis  on  the  other,  are 
equally  to  be  avoided.  In  a  juft  medium 
betvv^een  thefe,  a  government  well  balanced 
and  executed  with  vigor,  is  capable  of  pro- 
ducing the  moil  valuable  benefits.  To  this 
point  it  was  neceffary  to  conducSl  our  revolu- 
tion. But  it  was  equally  neceffary,  that  it 
ihould  proceed  by  flow  degrees  ;  that  errors 
in  principle  fliouid  be  gradually  reformed  ; 
and  that  men  fnould  be  taught,  by  their  own 
experience,  the  folly  of  relying  on  any  fyflcm 
of  politics,  which,  however  fupported  by 
popularity,  is  not  founded  in  reditude. 

A  large  debt,  accumAilated  by  the  war,  re- 
mained to  be  difcharged.  For  this  purpofe, 
requifitions  were  made  by  Congrefs,  as  well 
as  by    the   State  Government.     Silver  and 
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gold,  which  had  circulated  largely  in  the  lat- 
ter years  of  the  war,  were  returning,  by  the 
ufual  courfc  of  trade,  to  thofe  countries, 
whence  large  quantities  of  necelTary  and  un- 
ncceflary  commodities  had  been  imported. 
Had  any  general  fydem  of  impofl  been 
adopted,  fome  part  of  this  money  might  have 
been  retained,  and  fome  part  of  the  public 
debt  diicharged  ;  but  the  power  of  Congrefs 
did  not  extend  to  this  object  ;  and  the  States 
were  not  united  in  the  expediency  of  dele- 
gating new  and  fufficient  powers  to  that  bo- 
dy. The  partial  impofts,  laid  by  fome  of  the 
States,  were  inefFeclual,  as  long  as  others 
found  their  intereft  in  omitting  them.  Re- 
courfe  therefore  was  had  to  the  ufual  mode 
of  taxation  on  polls  and  eftates  ;  by  which 
means,  a  heavy  burden  was  laid  on  the  huf- 
band  man  and  the  labourer.  Thofe  who  were 
pundlual  in  their  payments,  faw  no  probable 
end  of  their  exertions,  whilft  the  negligence 
of  others  occafioned  repeated  demands.  Pri- 
vate creditors,  who  had  fufFered  by  long  for- 
bearance, were  importunate  for  their  dues  ; 
and  the  Courts  of  Law  were  full  of  fuits. 

The  people  who  felt  themfelvcs  diilrelTed, 
held  conferences  with  a  view  to  devife  means 
of  redrefs.     llie  remedy  which  appeared  to 
many  of  them  moll  eafy,  was  a  new  emiflion 
of  paper  bills,  funded  on  real  eftate,  and  loan-      ^ 
ed  on  intereft.     To  effedl  this,  petitions  were       ^^^' 
addreffed  to  the  Legillature ;  and  to  rem.edy  ^''^'  *** 
the  grievance,  as  far  as  it  was  occafioned  by 
a  debt  of  the  State,  an  a6l  was  pailed,  to  draw 
into  the  Treafury  all  notes  ilTued  by  the  State, 
and  give  certificates  for  the  interefl,  and  for 
fifteen  per  cent,  of  the   principal,  annually  ; 
Ww 
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1785.  wliicli  certificates  v^ere  to  be  received  by  the 
Treafurer  for  taxes,  '  in  lieu  of,  and  equal  to 
'  filver  and  gold.'  By  this  means,  it  was  ex- 
pelled that  the  debt  would  gradually  be  ex- 
tinguifhed  ;  and  that  the  people  would  eafily 
be  enabled  to  pay  at  lead  one  fpecies  of  their 
taxes. 

This  was  far  from  fatisfying  the  complain- 
ants. The  public  fecurities,  they  find,  were 
engroiTed  by  rich  fpeculators,  and  the  poor 
were  diflrelTed  for  the  means  of  paying  their 
taxes  and  their  private  debts.  The  cry  for 
paper  money  was  incelTant  ;  and  the  people 
were  called  upon  in  the  public   papers,  *  to 

*  affert  their  own    majefty,    as  the  origin  of 

*  power,  and  to  make  their  Governors  know, 

*  that  they  are  but  the  executors  of  the  pub- 

*  lie  wilt.' 

To  this  clamor,  the  voice  of  reafon  and  juf- 
tice  calmly  anfwered  ;  that  it  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Legiflature  to  eftabliili  any 
fund,  which  iliould  fecure  p?.pcr  money  from 
depreciation  ;  that  there  was  i'o  much  paper 
then  in  circulation,  and  the  time  of  its  re- 
demption w-as  fo  diftant,  that  the  notes  paf- 
fed  at  a  difcoont  of  iixty,  and  the  certificates 
of  twenty  per  cent  ;  that  if  the  quantity 
were  increafed,  the  depreciation  would  in- 
creafe  in  woportion  ;  that  if  bills  were  iifued 
and  made  a  tender  in  all  payments,  it  would 
never  be  in  the  power  of  government  to  re- 
deem them  by  filver  and  gold,  becaufe  none 
could  be  collected  ;  and  in  that  cafe,  no  part 
of  the  continental  or  foreign  debt  could  be 
difcharged  ;  that  if  bills  were  loaned  on  land 
fecurity,  it  would  be  in  the  power  of  the 
public  debtor  to  purchafe  the  bills  at  a  re- 
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duced  value,  and  wuli  Lnem  to  make  his  pay-  1785. 
meiit  at  the  Treafury,  in  which  cafe,  though 
the  public  cheft  might  be  filled  with  paper, 
yet  the  government  would  fuiFer  all  the  cm- 
barralFment  of  poverty.  It  was  added,  that 
the  Lcgiilature  were  by 'the  Conilitution  cx- 
prefsly  forbidden  to  make  retrofpedlive  laws, 
and  had  no  right  to  alter  the  nature  of  pri- 
vate contrails  ;  and  that  fliould  the  majority 
of  the  people  petition  the  government  to  make 
paper  a  lawful  tender,  it  would  be  their  duty 
to  rejedl  the  petition  as  unconilitutionaL 
When  it  was  propofed,  that  the  paper  fliould 
not  be  a  tender  for  pait  but  only  for  future 
contracts  ;  it  was  aniV/ered,  that  this  would 
not  relieve  the  debtor,  v/ho  was  fuffering  for 
his  paft  engagements,  and  the  difhculcies 
which  it  pretended  to  cure  w^ould  flill  exiil. 

In  vain  were  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures, induftry  and  frugality  recommended 
as  the  only  adequate  fources  of  relief  ;  the 
complainants  had  no  difpoiition  to  apply  a 
remedy  fo  flow  in  its  operation  ;  and  indeed 
it  was  doubtful  whether  the  utmoft  exer- 
tions in  that  way  would. have  been  fufEcient, 
completely  to  extricate  us  out  of  thefe  diffi- 
culties, without  fome  alteration  in  our  con- 
federated government. 

Similar  difficulties,  at  the  fame  time,  exis- 
ted in  the  neighbouring   State  of  MafTachu- 
fetts  ;  to  remedy  which,  among  other  pallia- 
tives, a  law  was  paffed  called  a  tender-adt^  '  by  Minors 
'  which  it  was  provided  that  executions  iffii-  "^^^"^j  ^ 
'  ed  for  private  demands,  might  be  fatisfied  re^hons 

*  by  cattle  and  other  enumerated  articles,  at  '^^^^  '-^' 

*  an   appraifement  of  impartial    men  under 
'  oath,'     For  fuch  a   law    the  difcontented 
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1785.  party  in  New-Hampfhire  petitioned  ;  and  to 
Nov  8  gi'atify  them  the  Legiflature  eaadled,  that 
'  when  any  debtor  fliall  tender  to  his  credit- 
'  or,  in  fatisfadlion  of  an  execution  for  debt, 
'  either  real  or  perfonal  eilate  fiifEcient,  the 
'  body  of  the  debtor  iliall  be  exempt  from 
'  imprifonment,  and  the  debt  fhall  carry  an 
'  interefl  of  fix  per  cent ;  the   creditor  being 

*  at  liberty  either  to  receive  the  eftate,  fo  ten- 
'  dered,  at  a  value  eflimated  by  three  appraif- 

*  ers,  or  to  keep  alive  the  demand   by  taking 

*  out  an  alias,  within  one  year  after  the  return 

*  of  any  former  execution,  and  levying  it  on 
'  any  eftate  of  the  debtor  which  he  can  find.' 
At  the  fame  time  an  adl  was  made,  enlarging 
the  power  of  Juftices  of  the  Peace,  to  try  and 
determine  aclions  of  debt  and  trefpafs  to  the 
value  of  ten  pounds.  Thefe  laws  w^ere  com- 
plained of  as  unconflitutional  ;  the  former 
as  being  retrofpedlive,  and  changing  the  na- 
ture of  contrails  ;  the  latter  as  depriving  the 
creditor,  in  certain  cafes,  of  a  right  to  trial 
by  Jury.  But  fo  flrong  was  the  clamor  for 
redrefs  of  grievances  ;  and  fo  influential  was 
the  example  of  the  neighbouring  State,  that 
fome  of  the  befl  men  in  the  Legiflature  found 
it  neceifary  to  comply  ;  whilft  another  part 
were  fecretly  in  favor  of  worfe  meafures. 

The  tender-acft,  at  firft,  was  made  for  two 
years  only  ;  before  the  expiration  of  which 
it  was  revived,  with  Ibme  alterations,  and 
continued  for  three  years  longer.  The  effedl 
of  this  law,  in  cafes  where  an  attempt  was 
made  to  execute  it,  was,  that  the  mofl  valua- 
ble kinds  of  property  were  either  concealed 
or  made  over  to  a  third  perfon  ;  and  when 
the  Sheriff  came  with   an  execution,  it  Vv^as 
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levied  on  fuch  articles  as  were  of  little  ufe  to    1785. 
the  creditor.     But  the  mod  general  efFedl  of 
the  law  was  to  prevent  any  demand  on  the 
part  of  the  creditor,   and    to  encourage  the 
debtor  in  negledling  payment. 

The  fcarcity  of  money  was  flill  a  grievance  1735^ 
which  the  laws  had  not  remedied,  but  rather 
had  a  tendency  to  increafe.  To  encourage 
its  importation  into  the  country  the  Legifla- 
ture  exempted  from  all  port  duties,  except 
light-money,  every  velfel  which  Ihould  bring 
gold  and  fiiver  only  ;  and  from  one  half  of 
the  duties,  if  a  fum  of  money  equal  to  one 
half  of  the  cargo  lliould  be  imported.  But 
it  was  to  no  purpofe  to  import  money,  unlefs 
encouragement  were  given  for  its  circulation, 
which  could  not  be  expeclrted  whilll  the  ten- 
der-a6l  was  in  force  ;  for  every  man  who 
owned  money  thought  it  more  fecure  in  his 
own  hands,  than  in  the  hands  of  others. 

The  clamor  for  paper  currency  increafed, 
and,  like  a  raging  fever,  approached  toward 
a  crifis.  In  every  town  there  was  a  party  in 
favor  of  it,  and  the  public  papers  were  con- 
tinually filled  with  declamations  on  the  fub- 
jedl.  It  was  faid  that  an  emilTion  of  bills  of 
credit  would  give  a  fpring  to  commerce  and 
encourage  agriculture  ;  that  the  poor  would 
be  able  to  pay  their  debts  and  taxes  ;  that  all 
the  arguments  againif  iifuing  paper  were 
framed  by  fpeculators,  and  were  intended  to 
fevve  the  wealthy  part  of  the  community,  who 
had  monopolifed  the  public  fecurities,  that 
they  might  raife  their  value  and  get  all  the 
good  bargains  into  their  own  hands  ;  that 
other  States  in  the  union  had  iifued  paper 
bills,  and  were  rejoicing  in  the  happy  effedls 
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1786.  of  their  currency  'without  any  depreciation ;  that 
the  people  had  a  right  to  call  upon  their  Rep- 
refentatives  to  ftamp  a  value  on  paper,  or 
leather,  or  any  other  fubftance  capable  of 
receiving  an  impreiTion  ;  and  that  to  prevent 
its  depreciation,  a  law  Ihould  be  enacted  to 
puniih  with  banifhment  and  outlawry,  every 
perfon  who  fliould  attempt  by  any  means  to 
lefi'en  its  value.* 

The  fame  party  who  were  fo  zealous  in 
favor  of  paper  currency,  and  againll  laws 
which  obliged  them  to  pay  their  debts,  pro- 
ceeded to  inveigh  againfi  Courts  and  lawyers. 
The  Inferior  Courts  were  reprefented  as  fine- 
cures  for  Judges  and  Clerks  ;  the  defaulting, 
appealing,  demurring,  abatements,  fees  and 
bills  of  coils,  without  any  decifion,  were  com- 
plained of  as  burdens,  and  an  abolition  of 
thefe  courts  became  a  part  of  the  popular  cry. 
But  the  party  did  not  content  themfelves 
with  writing  in  the  public  papers.  An  at- 
tempt was  made  to  call  a  convention,  at  Con- 
cord, whilil  the  AfTembly  were  fitting  there, 
who  fiiould  petition  the  Legiflature  in  favor 
of  the  plan  ;  and  it  was  thought,  that  the  pref- 
ence  of  fuch  a  body  of  men,  convened  at  the 
fame  time  and  place,  would  have  great  weight. 
This  attempt  was  defeated  in  a  manner  fin- 
gular  and  humorous. 

*  A  fpecimen  ef  the  lani^tnge  ufed  on  this  occafion  Is  as  follows. — 
'  Seven  States  are  now  bicfKd  with  hatmony,  plenty  and  happinefs. 
'  Worthy,  indviftrious  men  can  go  to  market  with  a  penny  in  their  pock- 
'  ers  ;  thtir  Senevolcnt  friend',  the  farmeis,  meet  them  half  way  with 
'  cheerfiilncfs,  and  are  as  ready  to  rttc.ve  as  they  to  ofi>  r  ;  now  one  greets 
'  the  other  with  fecial  hencdiilions,  trade  flouriflieSj  ajjriculfure  iiicreafcs, 
*  mutual  confidence  is  reiiored,  and  harmony  reigns  triumphant  Elyfian 
'  fi;  ids  thcfc  !  when  contraftcd  with  the  hon.^age  of  the  inhribirants  of 
'  New-Hampibire  ;  for  '  in  the  midft  of  life,  they  are  in  death,'  death  of 
'  the  worft  kind,  penury  and  want  of  the  common  bicffings  of  Providence. 
'  How  loiij,  freemen  of  Mew  Hamr.fliire,  can  ye  bear  the  yoke  of  op- 
'  prtfilon  ;*  Ncw-Haaipfliire  Gazette,  July  20,  1784. 
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At  the  fir  ft  fitting  of  the  AjGTembly,  when  1786. 
five  only  of  the  members  of  the  propofed  !""«• 
convention  were  in  town,  fome  wags,  among 
whom  were  feveral  young  lawyers,  pretend- 
ed to  have  been  chofen  by  the  towns  in  which 
they  lived  for  the  fame  purpofe.  In  confer- 
ence with  the  five,  they  penetrated  their 
views,  and  perfuaded  them  to  poft  an  adver- 
tifement,  for  all  the  members  who  were  in 
town  to  alTemble  immediately  ;  it  being  of 
the  utmoil  importance  to  prefent  their  peti- 
tion as  early  in  the  feffion  as  pollible.  By 
this  means,  fixteen  pretended  members,  with 
the  five  real  ones,  formed  themfelves  into  a 
convention,  choofmg  one  of  the  five  their 
Prefident,  and  one  of  the  fixteen  their  Clerk. 
They  carried  on  their  debates  and  pafiTed  votes 
with  much  apparent  folemnity.  Having 
framed  a  petition,  complaining  in  the  mojft 
extravagant  terms  of  their  grievances  ;  pray- 
ing for  a  loan  of  three  juillions  of  dollars,  fund- 
ed on  real  eftate  ;  for  the  abolition  of  Inferior 
Courts,  and  a  reduction  of  the  number  of  law- 
yers, to  two  only  in  a  county  ;  and  for  a  free 
trade  with  all  the  world  ;  they  went  in  pro- 
cefiion  to  the  Afiembly,  (fome  of  whom  had 
been  previoufly  let  into  the  fecret)  and  with 
great  formality  prefented  their  petition,which 
was  fufiered  to  lie  on  the  table,  and  was 
afterwards  withdrav/n.  The  convention  then 
diffolved  ;  and  when  others  who  had  been 
really  chofen  by  the  towns  arrived,  they  were 
exceedingly  mortified  on  finding  their  views 
for  that  time  fo  completely  fruilrated. 

The  next  effort  of  the  party  was  to  call 
County  Conventions.  Of  what  clafs  of  peo- 
ple thefe  were  compofsd,  fome  idea  may  be 
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1786.  formed  from  this  circumftance.  An  innhold- 
er,at  whofe  houfe  one  of  thefe  conventions  firft 
met,  refufed  to  take  their  promife  for  lumber 
to  pay  the  expenfe  of  their  meeting ;  upon 
which  they  adjourned  to  a  ware-houfe,  be- 
longing to  one  of  the  party,  and  were  treated 
with  liquor  gratis. 

From  two  of  thefe  conventions,  and  from 
feveral  towns  in  different  parts  of  the  State, 
petitions  were  prefented  to  the  Legiflature,  at 

Sept.  13.  their  feffion  in  Exeter.  On  calm  deliberation, 
thefe  petitions  appeared  to  be  in  confident 
with  each  other,  with  the  conftitution,  with 
juilice  and  public  faith.  But  to  ftill  the  clam- 
or and  colledl  the  real  fenfe  of  the  people  on 
the  fubje6l  of  paper  currency  •  the  Alfembly 
formed  a  plan  for  the  emifTion  of  fifty  thou- 
fimd  pounds,  to  be  let  at  four  per  cent,  on 
land  fecurity  ;  to  be  a  tender  in  payment  of 
State  taxes,  and  for  the  fees  and  falaries  of 
public  officers.  This  plan  was  immediately 
printed,  and  fent  to  the  feveral  towns  ;  and 
the  people  were  defired  to  give  their  opinions 
in  town  meetings  for  and  againfl  it,  and  to 
make  return  of  their  votes  to  the  Affembly 
at  their  next  feflion. 

This  way  of  proceeding  did  not  coincide 
with  the  views  of  the  party ;  the  principal 
diredlors  of  which  endeavoured  to  conceal 
themfelves,  whilft  they  perfuaded  a  confide- 
rable  number  of  perfons  of  various  charac- 
ters, to  appear  openly  in  fupport  of  the  peti- 
tions. They  took  pains  to  fpread  falfe  re- 
ports through  the  country  ;  and  among  oth- 
er things,  it  was  faid  that  the  Affembly  had 
paffed  an  a6l,  to  refund  the  value  of  the  con- 
fifcated  eflatcs,  which  was  to  be  immediately 
afTefled  on  the  people. 
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It  mufl  be  obfcrved,  that  at  this  tune,  cau-    1786. 
fes  of  a  fimilar  nature  had  excited   numbers 
of  people  in  fome   counties  of  Maffachufetts, 
to  alie ruble  in  arms  and  prevent  the  Judicial 
Courts  from  fitting.     This  example,  aided  by 
falfe  reports,  and  a  fenfe  of  grievances,  partly- 
real  and  pr.rtly  imaginary,  operated  ib  pov.r_ 
erfully  on  the  minds  of  a  number  of  people, 
in  the  weftern  part   of  the  county  of  Rock- 
ingham ;  that  on  the  morning  of  the  twen-  sept.  so, 
tieth  of  September,  about  two  hundred  men 
afTembled  at  King/Ion,  fix  miles  from  Exeter, 
where    they  chofe    leaders  and   procured  a 
drum.     By  the  help  of  fome  militia  officers 
they  formed   themfelves  into  military  order, 
and  in  the   afternoon  marched  to   Exeter  ; 
about  one  third  of  them  being  armed  with 
mufl^ets,  and   the   others   with   fwords  and 
clubs.     Having  entered  the  confines  of  the 
town,  they  halted  ;  and  fent   a  paper  to  the 
Affembly,  figned  by  one  of  them  who  ftyled 
himfelf  mioderator,  demanding  an  anfwer  to 
their  former    petition    immediately.     They 
then  marched  through    the  town,  and  para- 
ded before  the    meeting-houfe,   where    both 
Houfes  of  Affembly  were  holding   a  confer- 
ence.    The  doors  w^ere  open,  and  as  many  of 
them  as  were  difpofed,  entered.     The  Prefi- 
dent,  in  a  cool  and  deliberate  fpeech,  explain- 
ed the  reafons  on  which  the    Aflemd:)ly  had 
proceeded  in  rejedling  the  petitions  ;  expofed 
the  weaknefs,  inconfiftency   and  injuflice  of 
their  re quefl ;  and  faid,  that  if  it  were  ever 
fo  juft  and  proper  in  itfelf,  and   if  the  whole 
body  of  the  people  were  in  favor  of  it,  yet 
the  Legiflature  ought  not  to  comply  with  it, 
whilft  furrounded  by  an  armed  force.     To 
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1786.  do  this,  would  be,  to  betray  the  rights  of  the 
people,  which  they  had  all  folemnly  fworn 
to  fupport.  He  concluded  by  declaring,  that 
no  confideration  of  perfonal  danger  would 
ever  compel  them  to  violate  the  rights  of 
their  conllituents. 

This  fpeech  being  ended,  the  drum  beat  to 
arms  ;  as  many  as  had  guns  were  ordered  to 
load  them  with   balls  ;  fentries   were  placed 
at  the  doors,  and  the  whole  Legiflature  were 
held  prifoners  ;  the  mob  threatening   death 
to  any  perfon  v/ho  fhould  attempt  to  efcape, 
till  their  demands   were  granted.     The    Af- 
iembly  went  on  with  their   bufinefs,  taking 
no  farther  notice  of  the  rioters,    till  the  ap- 
proach  of  evening  ;  when   the   Prelident  at- 
tempted to  go  out,  but  was   flopped  by    an 
impenetrable   column.       He  then    realbned 
with  them,  and  warned  them  of  the  fatal  ten- 
dency of  their  condudl,  alluring  them,  that 
the  force  of  the  country  would  fupport  the 
government.     Their   anfwers   to   him   were 
infolent    and    reproachful.      They   raifed  a 
(cry  for  paper-money,  an  equal  diflribution  of 
property,  and  a  releafe  from  debts.     The  in- 
iiabitants  of  Exeter  had  all   this  time  beheld 
with  filence  the  infult  offered  to  the  Legifla- 
ture ;  having  no   orders  to  take  arms,  they 
reflrained  their  indignation,  till  the  dufk  of 
the  evening  |  when  fome  of  them  beat  a  drum 
at  a  diflance,  and   others  cried,  '  Huzza  for 
*  government  !  Bring  up  the  artillery  !'     At 
the  found  of  thefe  words  the  mob  were  flruck 
with  a  panic,  and  began  to  difperfe.     Their 
moderator  ordered  them  to   meet  again,  at 
nine  of  the  clock  the  next  morning,  and  they 
fcattered  in  every  dired;ion. 


Sc-pt.  ar. 
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The  AfTembly  being  thus  at  liberty,  re-  1786. 
quelled  the  Prefident  to  call  out  the  force  of 
the  State  to  quell  the  infurreclion.  In  the 
evening  he  iflued  his  orders,  and  before 
morning  companies  of  militia,  well  armed, 
began  to  come  in  from  the  neighbouring 
towns.  By  ten  of  the  clock  in  the  morning 
a  fufficient  body  of  horfe  and  foot,  with  field- 
pieces  and  military  mufic,  having  arrived  ; 
the  Prefident  put  them  in  motion  againft  the 
infurgents,  who  were  then  parading,  about  a 
mile  diilant.  Having  by  their  fpies  obtain- 
ed intelligence  of  the  motion  of  the  militia, 
the  unarmed  part  of  the  infurgents  retreated 
to  a  hill  beyond  the  river  ;  the  others  kept 
their  ground  till  a  party  of  light-horfe  appear- 
ed in  view,  and  then  the  whole  body  retired. 
Some  of  them  were  taken  by  the  purfuers  ; 
others  recovered  the  bridge  at  King's-fiU,  and 
being  met  by  thofe  who  had  firfl  retreated, 
made  an  appearance  as  if  they  would  difpute 
the  pafTage.  Orders  were  given  by  one  of 
their  leaders  to  fire  ;  but  the  force  of  the 
government  appeared  fo  formidable  that  they 
dared  not  to  obey.  The  officers  of  the  mili- 
tia rufhed  in  among  them,  feized  their  mod- 
erator and  others  to  the  number  of  forty,  the 
reft  fled  with  precipitation,  and  no  farther 
purfuit  was  made.  The  prifoners  were  dif- 
armed  and  conduced  to  the  town  ;  where 
they  were  brought  to  an  examination  before 
the  Prefident  and  Council.  Had  thefe  men 
been  engaged  in  a  good  caufe,  and  comman- 
ded by  proper  ofiicers,  they  would  have  main- 
tained the  honor  of  their  country,  and  fought 
her  battles  with  ardor  and  perfeverance  ;  but, 
confcious  of  their  inconfiftency  in  oppofing  a 


364:  HISTORY  OF 

1786.  government  of  their  own  eflablifhing,  their 
native  fortitude  torfook  them  ;  and  they  gave 
an  example  of  the  mod  humiliating  fubmif- 
ilon.  Moil  of  them  profeiTed  to  be  afliamed 
of  their  condudl,  and  their  Ihame  appeared  to 
be  fincere. 

The  dignity  of  government  being  thus 
vindicated,  its  lenity  was  equally  confpicu- 
ous.  Six  only  of  the  prifoners  were  detained, 
and  a  party  of  light-horfe  was  fent  to  appre- 
heud  two  others  of  the  mod  culpable.  They 
were  taken  out  of  their  beds  and  brought  to 
Exeter.  This  manceuvre  had  an  excellent 
effedl,  for  fome,  who  knew  themfelves  equal- 
ly guilty,  were  afraid  to  fleep  in  their  own 

Sept.  35.  houies.  The  Superior  Court  being  then  in 
fefTion  at  Exeter,  thefe  eight  prifoners  were 
arraigned  on  an  indi(5lment  for  treafon.  One 
dropping  on  his  knees,  pleaded  guilty  ;  oth- 
ers hefitated  when  they  pronounced  the  words 
*  not  guilty.'  They  were  ordered  to  recog- 
nife  for  their  appearance  at  the  next  Superior 
Court,  when  their  bonds  were  difcharged. 
Some  of  them,  who  belonged  to  the  Prefby- 
terian  Churches,  were  cited  before  the  eccle- 
fiaRical  feflion,  and  there  cenfured,  as  oppo- 
fers  of  jull  governm.ent.  Others,  being  mili- 
tia ofEcers,  w^ere  tried  by  a  general  Court 
Martial  ;  of  thefe,  fome  were  cafhiered,  but 
not  incapacitated  for  future  fervice ;  fome 
were  reprimanded,  and  others  were  acquit- 
,  ted.  The  whole  oppofition  was  completely 
fubdued  ;  wavering  minds  became  fettled  ; 
converts  were  made  to  the  fide  of  govern- 
ment ;  and  the  fyflem  of  knavery  received  a 
deep  vx^ound,  from  which  it  has  not  iince  re- 
covered. 
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The  plan  which  had  been  ifllied  by  the  178Y. 
AfTembly,  for  emitting  paper-money,  was  in 
courie  referred  to  the  people,  in  their  town- 
meetings  ;  and  at  the  next  fellion  the  returns 
were  made,  when  a  majority  appeared  againll: 
it.  To  finiih  the  whole  matter,  two  quellions  ^"''  ^' 
were  put  in   the   Aflembly.     The  firft  was, 

*  whether  the  Legiilature  can,  confidently 
'  with  the  conflitution,  and  their  oaths,  pafs 
'  an  a6l  making  paper  bills  of  credit,  a  tender 
'  to  difcharge  private  contracts,  made  prior 

*  to  the  pafiing   fuch  ad  V    The  other  was, 

*  whether  paper-money  be  emitted  on  any 
'  plan  which  has  been  propofed  ?'  Both  thefe 
quefticns  were  determined  in  the  negative. 

To  obferve  the  progrefs  of  wifdom  and 
virtue,  and  the  obftacles  which  are  laid  in  the 
way  of  vice,  is  a  mod  plealing  entertainment 
to  the  philanthropift  ;  and  it  is  but  jull:,  in 
fuch  a  contemplation,  to  acknowledge  that 
fiiperintending  influence,  which  brings  good 
out  of  evil.  It  was  feared  by  many,  that  the 
American  revolution  would  not  produce  that 
fum  of  political  happinefs  which  its  warmeil 
advocates  had  fondly  predicfted.  The  efforts 
of  fadlion  in  feveral  of  the  States  were  very 
alarming.  in  New-Hampfliire,  the  alfauli: 
being  made  direcftly  at  the  fupreme  head  of 
the  government,  the  force  of  the  State  im- 
mediately rofe  and  cruilied  it.  In  Maffachu- 
fetts,  the  attacks  were  made  on  the  Judicial 
Courts,  which  of  themfelves  had  no  power 
effedlually  to  oppofe  them.  The  difafteclioo 
there  rofe  to  a  higher  degree  ;  it  was  more 
extenfively  diffufed,  and  with  more  difficulty 
quelled.  But  at  length  the  ccniiitutional 
powers  of  government  being  exerted  v^ith 
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1787.  vigor,  the  fplrit  of  anarchy  was  fupprefled. 
In  another  neighbouring  State,  the  fame  fpirit 
reigned  triumphant.  A  depreciating  curren- 
cy was  eftablilhed  by  law,  and  pertinacioufly 
adhered  too  by  the  government. 

The  imbecility  of  the  confederation  by 
which  the  States  were  united,  had  long  been 
felt,  and  fome  attempts  had  been  making  to 
ftrengthen  it  ;  but  the  view  of  our  fituation 
at  this  time  demonftrated  the  total  inefficacy 
jof  that  conftitution,  to  bind  together  thirteen 
diftincfl  fovereignties,  over  which  no  coercive 
power  was  eftablilhed,  which  could  prevent 
or  cure  fuch  evils  as  threatened  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  all  public  and  private  credit.  Happily 
for  the  American  union,  the  remedy  exifted 
within  itfelf.  The  good  feniJe  and  public 
virtue  of  the  great  body  of  our  citizens  read- 
ily adopted  the  idea  of  a  Convention  of 
THE  States.  The  firft  propofal  came  from 
Virginia,  where  American  liberty  was  firft 
publicly  aflerted,  when  it  was  flagrantly  vio- 
lated by  the  ftamp  a6l.  The  name  of  Patrick 
Henry  will  ever  be  illuftrious  in  the  Ameri- 
can annals  for  moving  the  refolves  of  1765 ; 
and  the  name  of  James  Madifon  will  be  equal- 
ly diftinguiflied  for  propoling  the  convention 
of  1787. 

To  this  convention,  which  was  holden  at 
Philadelphia,  all  the  States,  except  one^  fent 
their  delegates.  After  a  clofe  and  particular 
inveftigation,  they  produced  a  new  federal 
conftitution  ;  containing  adequate  remedies 
for  thofe  political  diforders, which  had  threat- 
ened with  extin(ftion,  the  liberty  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  American  States. 
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Among  otlier  wife  provifions,  to  eftablifh  1787. 
juftice  and  fecure  the  bleffings  of  liberty, 
thofe  which  refpedl  public  and  private  cred- 
it are  not  the  leaft  confpicuous.  To  fupport 
the  former,  the  Congrefs  has  a  power  which, 
by  the  firll  confederation,  was  not  delegated, 

*  to  lay  and  colled;  taxes,  duties,  impofts,  and 
'  excifes,  to  pay  the  debts  and  provide  for  the 

*  common  defence  and  general  v/elfare  of  the 

*  United  States.'  For  the  latter  it  is  declared, 
that  '  no  State  ihall  coin  money,  emit  bills  of 
'  credit,  make  any  thing  but  gold  and  iilver 
'  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts,  pafs  any 

*  bill  of  attainder  or  expoll  fa6lo  law,  or  any 

*  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contrails.* 

When  this  nevf  Conftitution  was  propofed 
to  the  people,  conventions  were  called  in  each 
State  to  conlider  it.  In  thefe  bodies,  compo- 
fed  of  perfons  who  reprefented  impartially 
every  clafs  and  defcription  of  the  people,  and 
who  were  themfelves  equally  various  in  their 
principles,  habits  and  views;  the  Conftitution 
underwent  the  moft  critical  and  fevere  dif- 
cufTion.  Whilft  it  was  in  debate,  the  anxiety 
of  all  parties  was  extended  to  the  utmoft  de- 
gree, and  the  efforts  of  its  friends  and  its  op- 
pofers  were  unremitted. 

After  the  Conftitution  had  been,  with  the  ^  ^  ^ 
help  of  fome  propofed  amendments,  adopted  ^^^     ' 
by  Maflachufetts,  a  convention  was  called  at 
Exeter  in  New-Hampiliire.     At  its  firft  meet- 
ing, a  debate  which  continued  ten  days   en- 
ded in  an  adjournment  for  four  months  ;  at 
the  expiration  of  which  term,  in   a  ftiort  fef- 
fion  of  three  days  only  at  Concord,  the  quef-  junc  zr. 
tion  for  adopting  and  ratifying  the  Conftitu- 
tion, was,  with  the  fame  help  as  in  Maflachu- 
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1*788.  ietts,  carried  in  the  affirmaiive,  by  a  majori- 
ty of  eleven  ;  the  whole  nnmber  prefent  be- 
ing one  hundred  and  three.  This  was  the 
?2i/it/j  State  in  the  Union  which  accepted  the 
Conftitution  ;  and  thus  the  number  was  com- 
pleted which  was  necefTary  to  put  in  motion 
the  political  machine.  In  about  a  month, 
two  more  States  were  added.  Then  a  Con- 
grefs  was  formed,  and  the  iiluftrious  WASH- 

1789.  INGTON,  by  the  unanimous  fuflrage  of  the 
people,  was  placed  in  the  flrfl  feat  of  govern- 
ment. Three  other  States,  of  which  one  is 
Vermont,  have  lince  been  admitted  into  the 
union  ;  and  there  is  now  in  operation  a  gen- 

1 7Qn  ^^^^  fyftem  of  energetic  government,  which 
pervades  every  part  of  the  United  States,  and 
has  already  produced  a  furprifing  alteration 
for  the  better.  By  the  funding  of  the  Con- 
tinental debt,  and  the  allumption  of  the  debts 
of  the  individual  States,  into  one  general  mafs, 
a  foundation  is  laid  for  the  fupport  of  public 
credit  ;  by  w^hich  means  the  American  rev- 
olution appears  to  be  completed.  Let  it  be 
the  fincere  prayer  and  endeavour  of  every 
thoughtful  citizen,  that  fuch  harmony  may 
prevail  between  the  general  government,  and 
the  jurifdidlion  of  each  State,  as  tlie  peculiar 
delicacy  of  their  connexion  requires  ;  and 
that  the  blefTmgs  of  *  peace,  liberty  and  fafe- 
^  ty,'  fo  dearly  obtained,  m^y  defcend  invio- 
late to  our  poflerity. 
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No.  I. 

A  chronolonicul  detail  of  the  diiFerent  forms  of  government 
in  Ne\v-K;impfhire,  from  the  beginnincj  of  its  fettlement 
to  the  piefent  time  ;  with  the  names  of  the  Chief  Magif- 
trates. 

1623  QEVERAL  families  of  fifhermen  and  planters,  un- 
O  der  the  direflicn  of  the  company  of  Laconia  and 

their  accents. 
4638  Three  voiiintary  affbciations  for  government,   at  Portf- 

moiith,  Dover  and  Exeter.   Hampton  being  confider- 

ed  as  part  of  Madachufetts. 
1641    W\   the  fettlements  by  a   voluntary  a<ft   fiibmitted    to 

MafTachufetts,  and  were  comprehended  in  the  county 

of  Norfolk,  which  extended  from  Merrimack  to  Pif- 

cataqiia  riveirs. 

1 58o  A  royal  j-jovernment  was    eslablifhed    by    commidion 

from  Charles  II. 

yohn  Ciitts,  1     T,    r  3 

./CO,   "o-  t      J   \XT  ^J  r    Jrre  idents. 

loSt    Richard  Waldron,      | 

1682   Edward  Cranfield,  Lieutenant  Governor.* 

J  68 J   Walter  Barefoote,  Deputy  Governor. 

1686  A  general  government  was  eftabliflied  over   the  terri- 

tory called  New-Engliiud,  by  James   11. 
Jofeph  Dudley,  Prsfident. 

1687  Sir  Edmund  Androife,  Governor. 

1689  After  the  depofiticn  of  AndrofTe,  New-Ha.xp&ire,  by 
a  voluntary  act,  becatnc  again  united  with  MafTa- 
chyfeftss  as  under  the  old  charter- 

1692  John  Ufner  publifheJ  the  comniiffion  of  S-itnuel  Al- 
len, and  officiated  as   Lieutenant  Goverrcr. 

1697   William  Partridge  was  appointed  Lieutenant  Governor. 

*  Since  writing  the  firft  volume,  I  ha»c  met  with  a  gentleman  of  Ja» 
niaica,  who  19  a  preat  graiidfon  of  Lieut.  Govern  t  r'r»nbe hi.  Fmi  him 
I  karned^  that  Mr  Cranfieid  was  of  tbt  ianiiiy  of  Lord  "X-'onteagle,  who 
v»as  iriflrutnentai  of  i^ifcoveririg  the  pcpiih  p'ot  in  the  rt'pn  of  James  I. 
That  afrcr  his  departure  from  Ncw-H.imvfhire,  snd  whilf'  he  rc^i.etl  &c 
Birbadoes,  he  f;ip'ircft;-d  the  cspcd'sncy  of  the  4  and  an  h'if  per  ccn-.  c'uty 
on  fugirs  to  the  Britifa  goverrnient,  which  was  granted  by  the  /fT^mblies 
of  the  iflmds  and  has  ever  fince  bren  conti'  ued  That  in  the  reigu  of 
King  Wiliiam  I!I.  be  procured  a  fiiip  of  w.r^  at  his  own  txpenfc^  and  pre- 
feoted  it  to  the  Crown.  That  he  died  about  the  bcgirning  of  the  prefcnt 
'.cnti'ry.  ?nd  waj  buried  in  the  Cathedral  Church,  atS-ith;  in  England. 

Y  Y 


0  APPENDIX-. 


1698  Samuel  Allen  took  the  Chair  as  Governor,  and  sre> 
Oored   Uflier  tn  his  feat  as   Lieutenant  Governor. 

1699.  Richard,  Earl  of  BslloTnont,  Governor  of  New- York, 
Maff  chufetts  and  NewHampfhire,  opened  his  cnn^- 
jT>i(Tion  in  New-Hampfliire,  under  vi'ho;n  William 
Paniidge  offici;<ted   as  Lieutenant  G'^vernnr. 

1702  Jofenh   Dudley,  Governor  of  Mailachuletts  and  New- 
Hampfhire. 
J.^hn  Ufher  reappointed   IJentenant  Governor. 

T715   Georije  Vanghan,   Li^trren^int   Govtinor. 

17 16  Sjmnel   Shute,  Governor    of  MairHchiifetts  and    New- 

Hampfhire, 

1717  John  V^entworth,    Lieutenant   Governor  ;    and    after 

S^ufe's  departure  in   1722,  ComTnandtr  in  Chief. 

1729  William   Burnet,  Governor  of  M 'flachufctcs  and  New- 

Hrimpfh're. 

1730  Jonat'um  Belcher,  Governor  of  Maflachufetts  and  New- 

Hampfhire. 

T731  David  Dunhar,  Lieutenant  Governor;  he  returned  Jo 
F.rc^land  in    1737. 

1741  Benning  Wf?ntw>;ith,  Governor.'  No  Lieutenant  Go- 
vernor for   25   >car9. 

1762  John  Teniple.  L;eutpn;«nt  Governor,  merely  titular  ; 
he  ncvv:r  officiated. 

1767  John   We!\twortb,  Governor. 

^775  The  Britifh  G'wernn>enr  was  di/Tolved,  and  'he  peo- 
ple formed  a  Provincial  Convention,  of  which  Mat- 
thew Thornton   was  Prefident. 

1776  A  temporary  Conftitution  w;^s  framed  to  continue  da- 
rinp;  the  war   with  Great-Britain.      Under  this  Con- 
flitution, 
Meflic'-h  Weare  was  annually  elcifled   Prefident. 

J  784  A  new  and    permanent  Conflirntion    took  place,  under 
which  the  f^ollowing  Prefidents  of  the  State  have  b£^i^ 
annually  elc<51ed. 
*   Mefhech   \Veare» 

1785     John  Langdon, 

'7^^}  John  Sullivan, 
1787  i  ■' 

•  Prcfilent  Wearp,  bcinjj  worn  out  with  public  fervlces,  refigned  his 
office  btfore  rhc  expiration  of  the  year  ;  and  after  iarguifhing  under  the 
jnfirmijies  of  ?.ge.  <fied  on  the  15th  of  Januaiy^  1/86,  a'at  73 

His  anreftors  had  been  ii)  puMic  ftations,  from  the  firft  eflablifhment  of 
tne  Province.  He  bimfclf  had  bee;i  employed  in  public  bufinefs  about 
forty  five  vear=.  He  was  chofen  Speaker  of  the  Houlc  in  175a  Commif- 
fio'ier  to  the  Ct'Dgrefs  at  Albany  in  1754;  aftcrw;rJ  one  of  the  Juftices 
of  the  Suoerior  Court  ;  and  in  1777,  Chief  Juftice.  He  was  not  a  perfon 
ff  an  orif^inal  and  ii^ventive  genius  hut  had  a  clear  dicerntnent,  eitcnnve 
knowledge,  accurate  judg  •  ent,  a  calm  temper  a  modeft  deportment,  an 
upright  and  benevolent  heart  and  a  habit  of  prudence  and  diligence  in 
difchargine  the  vai ions  duties  of  public  and  private  life.  He  did  not  cn- 
jiich  hirafelfhy  liii  public  cnpioyu'cntf,  bu*'  was  oai  of  ihofe  good  mer?^ 
"  'i?'ho  dar^  tojove  their  country  and  be  foor^'^ 
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1733  John  Lan^don, 
1789    John  Sullivan, 

^^^°Uonah  B^rdett. 

K.  B.  in  cafe  jf  a  Tacaccy  wittiln  the  year,  thi  fenJor  Counfcllor  prefixes. 

No.  II. 

A  catalogue  of  Counreliors  in  New- Hampfhire  under  the  royal 
government.  "With  the  years  when  they  were  appoi.'Utd, 
and  the  times  of  their  death,  as  iar  as  eithc;i   can  be  afcer- 

tained. 

:i 

N.  B.  Where  no  dafh  is  placed  in  the  firft  colu^in,  the  date  o''the  appoint- 
ment is  the  fame  as  tht  f  receding.  Where  a  dafli  is  placed^  the  time  is 
urccr'aio. 

Afpointaent.  Names.  Death. 

1680  John  CUTTS,  Pi efident.  i63f 

Richard  Martin,  Trealuren  1693 

"VViiliann  Vaui»han,  Recorder.  i7'9 

Thomas  Dani<;l.  iGS-j, 

John  Gilman.  i  708 

ChriRopher  lioffey.  1685 

Richard  Waldron,  Prefidenl.  J689 

Klias  Stileman,  Secretary.  1695 

Samuel  Dalton.  1681 

1680  Job  Clements.  1717 
Pvobert  Mafon,  Chancelloi-,  j688 

1681  Richard  Waldron.  i/^o 
Anthony  Nuiter. 

1682  Walter  Baref note,  Deputy  Governor. 
Richard  Chamberlayne,  Secretary. 

1683  Nathaniel  Fryer,  Prefident. 
Robert  Elliot. 

John  Hinckes,  Prefident. 
Edward  Randolph. 

1684  James  Sherlock. 
Francis  Champernoon. 
Robert  Wadleigh. 

1685  Henry  Green.  1700 
1692  John  Ulhi-r,  Lieutenant  Governor.                         1726 

Thomas  Gr^iffort,  i  named  in  Ufiier's 

John  Waitord,        >  cummifli'in,  t>ut  not 

John  Love,  j  in  the  Council  books. 

Peter  C<  ffin. 

John  Gerrifti.  1 7 14. 

■Nathaniel  Weare,  Agent.  1718 

1697  William  Partridge,  Lieutenant  Governor. 

1698  Jofeph  Smith,       'i  •       J  .      /- 
Kingfley  H.ll,      (  ^PP'^'n/^'^  bj  Govern. 
Samplon  Sheafe.f"''    Alien,   durm«  h,s 
Peter  wears,          ^  (hort  adnamRtation. 

1702  Samuel  Penhallow,  Treaf.  and  Recorder.  1726 

John  Plailled. 
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Appointment.  Names,  Static 

'    Henry  Dow.  1707 

George  JafFrey.  1706 
1710  Maik  Hunking,  Recorder. 

1712  John  Wentworth,  Lieut.  Governori  ^7 30 

1715  George  Vaughan,  Lieut.  Qovernor.  1724 

1716  Richard  Gerrilh.  ^717 
Theodore  Atkinfon.  1 7 1 9 
Shadrach  Walton,  Prefident, 

George  Jeffrey,  Tieafurer.  1749 

Richard  Wibiid,  1732 

Thomas  Weftbrooke.  1736 

17 19  Tiiomas  Packer.  1^723 

1722  Archibald  McPhedris. 

3723   John  Froft. 

1724  Jor.h'ini  Odiorre. 

1728   H-nry  Sherburne.  175S 

Richard  VValdron,  Secretary.  1753 

1732   J'ifho.i  Fetrce,  Recorder.  1743 

1734  Beniiing  Wentworth,  Governor.  J770 

Theodore  \;.kinfon,  Secretary.  ^779 
Epbraim  Dennet. 

■  Benj  iftiin  Gamblin.  ^^737 

1739  ^'chard  Wibird.  1765 

• Ellis  Hufke.  '755 

Jof-^ph  Sherburne.  ^744 

1740  John  Rindge.  ^74° 

■ John  Downing.  1766 

SartiUcl  Smith.  1760 

Jofeph  Blanchard.  2758 

' Sampfon   Sheafic.  '772 

1753  Samuel  Sulley. 

Daniel  Warner.  1 778 

I7J4  Jofepb  Newinarch.  J  7% 

1759  Mark  Hunking  Wentworth,  1785 

1759  J'^'^-s  Nevin.  1768 

176 1  John  Nehbn.  1787 

1762  William  Temple.  1789 
Theodore.  Atkinfon,  Secretary.  ^7^9 
Nathaniel  Barrell. 

1765  P^ter  Liviiis. 

1766  Jonathan  Warner, 
Daniel  Rindge. 

Daniel  Peirce,  Recorder.  1773 

Gecrge  jafFiey;  Trcafarer. 

Henry  Sherburne.  '7^7 

Danie)  Rogers. 

1772   P^iter  Giinian.  1787 

Thomas  W^lVDrooke  Waldr^n.  1785 
3774  John  Sherburne. 

John  Phillips. 

1775  George  Boyd.^  1787 
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No.  III. 

Alphabetical  lift  of  Deleg<r:tes  to  Congrefs,  before  and  during 
the  ConfcderHtion. 

N.  B,  Thofe  marked  thus  *  aie  dead. 


JOSIAH  BARTLETT, 

*jonarban  B!an.hard, 
^Nathaniel  Fohoni, 

A  bid  Folter, 
'•Geurj^e  Froft, 

John  Taylor  Gilman, 

Nicholas  Oilman, 

John  Langdon, 

Woodbury  Langdon, 


Samuel  Livermore, 

*Peirce  LonjT, 

Nathaniel  Peabody, 

John  Sullivan, 

Matthew  Thornton, 
*Jobn  Wentworth, 
*William  Whipple, 

Phillips  White, 

Paine  Wingate. 


Delegates  to  the  Convention  of  the  United  Stares,  in  i/Sj. 
John  Langdon,  Nicholas  Gilman. 

Under  the  prefent  Federal  Conftitution. 

c    .  r  Samuel  Livermore,. 
„  ■>  John  Langdon,    '~s  ^  J  Nicliolas  Gilman, 

Senators,  jp^j^^  Wingate.     d.|  i  Abiel  Fofter, 

Ph  *'  L,itveai\iih  Smith. 


No.  IV. 

A  table  of  the  number  of  rateable  polls  ;  amount  of  rateable- 
eftate,and  number  of  Reprefentatives  in  the  leveral  counties,, 
in  the  Province  of  New-Harnpihire,  A.  D.  1773. 


Kcprtjent- 

No,  of 

.'^inoiint  of 

Counties. 

atives. 

rateable 

rateable 

polls. 

ejiate. 

Rockingham 

21 

7570 

£10,528 

Strafford 

6 

2292 

3.101 

Hilllborough 

4 

2946 

3,888 

Chefhire 

3 

2052 

2.445 

Grafton 

642 

15502 

686 
^^20,648 

34 

34.  Members  reprefenting  46  towns — 8729  rateable  polls. 
Unxeprefented    loi   towns — 6773  rateable  polls. 
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15502  polls. 
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No.  V. 

An  exafl  table,  (he^Jne;  the  Uaie  ot  ReprefentatJon 
giflatuie  of  the  Prcvin'-e  of  New  H  impJhire,  A 
■with  thf  ptoporiion  of  fuch  reprcfcniacion  to  the 
the  icverai  towns. 

.Vfl   of 
■{epre- 

Pjmt 
ORTSMOlITiri      3 


ORTSMOUTh 
Dover 
Madbury 
Hanriptou 
Northampton 
Hampton  Fjills 
Exeter 
Brentwood 
Epping 
Poplin 
Newcaftle 
Rye 

Kingfton 
Eaft  Kingftoii 
San  down 
Hawlce 
Newingtdn 
Strstliam 
Londonderry 
Windham 
Greenland 
Durham 
Lee 

Newmarket 
Souihampton 
Chefter 
Candia 

Raymond 

Plaftow 

Hampftead 

Atkinfon 

Salem 

Pelham 

Soraerfwoxth 

Hollis 

Meirimnck 

Nottingham  Weft 

Litchfield 

Kenfington 

Rocheiter 

Barrington 

Amh.erft 

Bediord 


he  proportion  each  toxt-n 
paid  ie  every     j^lGCO. 

58       2    O 


36  t5 

H    3 
10  17 


68 


16   18  o 


3«     7  o 


24  15  o 


24 
16 


I    o 

o  o 


16   18  o 

750 


13 
1+ 
18 

i4- 


15  o 
o  o 

I?  o 
o  o 


,  in  the  Lc' 
.  D.  1773, 
taxation  of 

Propotthn 
to  eack 
Repre/enf. 

19  7  O 
18  7  6 

12  16 

10  17  o 


34  4  6 
890 


37 

I 

0 

37 

I 

0 

9 

13 

0 

9 

13 

0 

18 

3 

0 

18 

3 

0 

40 

15 

0 

40 

15 

0 

10 

J7 

0 

10 

17 

0 

29 

18 

0 

29 

18 

0 

'7 

10 

0 

^7 

10 

0 

7 

15 

0 

7 

15 

0 

26    12    O 


38   7  © 


24  15  O 

24   10 

16  c  o 
16  18  o 

7  5  o 

13  15  o 
•  4  o  o 
18  15  o 

14  o  o 

26  12  o 


APPENDIX. 


S75 


No.  c/\ 

Pep  re-    \7be  f  roper  tion  each  town 
[paid  to  every  ^IQCO. 

840 


Jot 
1 
I 

r 


10 
9 


12  o 

4 


Proportion 

to  each 
Reprefent. 

840 
10    12    O 

940 


Barnes  of  towns  reprefented. 

Wincheller 

Keene 

Charleftov/n 

46  Towns  reprefented  ly  34  memb   an<1  pay  629     40  of  each  C^ooci 
TOi  Towns  not  rcprefentcd  v^hith    piy     37«    16  o  of  each  j^iooo 

147  Towns.  34  wtmb.  £1600    u  o 

This  an'.l  the  fnre^njng  rr^h'e  were  calculated  by  V/entiHorth 
Chefivill,  El'q   of  Ncwiuarket. 

No.  vr. 

Copy  of  a  Islter  from  hit     ^xceilencv  General  Washington,  to 
Thomas  Chit  ten DkN,  Efquire. 

[Certified  by  Tobias  Letr,  Elq.  private  vS^^.retary  to  the  Pref- 
ident  ot"  ihe  United  S':ite':  ] 

Philadelphia,  tjl  January,  1782. 
SIR, 

1  RECEIVED  your  favor  of  the  i4ih  of  November, 
by  Mr.  B:  owr.fin.  You  cannot  be  at  a  lofs  to  know  why  I 
have  not  heretofore,  and  why  I  cannot  now,  addrefs  you  in 
your  public  chHra<5ter,  ot  anfwer  you  in  mine  :  But  the  con- 
fidence which  you  have  been  j>le<fed  to  repoie  in  mc,  gives  me 
an  opporrunity  of  offeririg  yna  my  f^ntiments,  as  an  individu- 
al, wilhing  nrioii  ardently  to  fee  the  peace  and  union  of  his 
country,  prefeived,  and  tbej-ift  lights  cf  the  people  of  every 
part  of  it  fully  and  firmly  ellablifted. 

It  is  n  t  rny  bufinefs,  neither  do  I  think  it  neceffary  now,  to 
difcufb  the  origin  nf  the  right  of  a  nuoib'  r  of  inhabitants  to  that 
traft  of  country  frrmerly  diitinguiflied  by  the  name  cf  the 
New  Hampfhire  Grants,  and  now  known  by  that  of  Vermont, 
.1  will  take  it  for  granted  thit  their  right  was  good,  becaufe 
Congrefs,  by  their  refolve  of  the  7th  of  Auguft,  iiDply  it  ;  and 
by  that  of  the  2  lit,  are  willing  fully  to  confirm  it,  provided 
the  new  State  is  confined  to  cettain  defcrsbed  hnunds  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  to  nie,  that  the  difpute  of  boundary  is  the 
only  one  that  exifts,  and  that  that  be:ng  removed  all  further 
difficulties  would  be  removed  ilfo,  and  the  m-tter  terminated 
to  the  fatisfidtion  of  all  parties.  Now  I  viculd  aifk  you  can- 
didly, '.vliether  the  claim  nf  the  people  cf  Vermont,  was  not, 
for  a  long  time,  confined  folely,  (  r  very  nearly,  tn  that  tr,idt 
of  country  which  is  cJcfiri' ed  in  the  refolve  of  Congrefs  of  fhs 
21ft  of  Augnlt  laft  ;  and  whether,  agreeable  to  the  tenor  cf 
your  own  letter  to  me,  the  late  e.\teidi  >n  of  your  darr)  up'^n 
New-Hanip(hire  and  New  Yoik,  was  not  nu  re  a  political  ma- 
n^uvre.  than  one  in  which  you  conceived  ygurfelves  jiiftifiabJ'j^ 
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If  my  firft  queftion  be  anfwered  in  the  affirmaiive,  ;t  certainly 
bars  your  new  claim.  An  1  if  my  I'econd  be  well  tbundcda 
your  end  is  aniwered,  and  you  have  nothirj^T  to  do  but  with- 
draw your  jurifdifFlion  to  the  confines  of  your  old  limits,  and 
obtain  an  acknowledgment  of  independence  and  foverei^nty^ 
under  the  refolve  ofche  2  id  of  Auguft,  for  fo  much  territory 
as  does  not  interfere  with  the  ancieot  cRablifhed  bounds  of 
New-York,  New  Himpfaire  and  MafTachufetts.  I  perluade 
myfelf  you  will  (ee  and  acquiefce  in  therealbn,  thejuitice,  and 
indeed  the  neceflity  of  fuch  a  deciiion. 

You  muft  conlidcr,  Sir,  that  the  point  now  in  difpute  is  of 
the  utmoft  political  importance  to  the  futuie  union  and  peace 
of  this  great  counrry.  The  Stata  of  Vermrrnc,  if  acknowledg- 
ed, will  be  the  firft  new  one  admitted  into  the  confederacy  ; 
and  if  fufivred  to  encroach  upon  the  ancient  eftabiifhed  boun- 
daries of  the  adJHcent  ones,  will  {<irvs  as  a  precedent  for  others, 
which  it  may  hereafter  be  expedient  to  fet  off,  to  make  the 
fame  uhjuftifiable  demands.  Thus,  in  my  private  opinion, 
while  it  behoves  the  Delegates  of  the  States  now  confederatedj 
to  do  ample  juftice  to  a  body  of  people  fufficiently  rcfpeiiabie 
by  their  numbers,  and  entitled  by  other  cbims  to  be  admitted 
into  that  confederation,  it  becomes  them  alfo  to  .attend  to  the 
interefls  of  their  conflituents,  and  fee,  that  under  ihe  appear- 
ance of  juftice  to  one,  they  do  not  materially  injure  the  rights 
of  others.  I  am  apt  to  tliink  this  is  the  prevailing  opinion  of 
Congrefs,  and  that  your  late  extenfion  of  claim  has,  upon  the 
principle  I  have  above  mentioned,  rather  diminifiied  than  in- 
creafed  your  frie'-.is  ;  and  that,  if  fuch  extenfion  fhould  be 
perfifted  in,  it  will  be  made  a  common  caufe,  and  not  confid- 
ered  as  only  affeding  the  rights  of  thcfe  States  immediately 
snterefted  in  the  lofs  of  territory  ;  a  lofs  of  too  ferious  a  nature 
not  to  claim  the  attention  of  any  people.  There  is  no  calam- 
ity within  the  compafs  of  my  forefight,  which  is  more  to  be 
dreaded  than  a  neceffity  oi  ccertion  on  the  part  of  Congrefs  ; 
and  confequenlly  every  endeavour  fhouid  be  ufed  to  prevent 
the  execution  of  fo  difagreeable  a  meafurc.  It  mull  invoh'e 
the  ruin  of  that  State  againft  which  the  refentment  of  the  oth- 
crs  is  pointed. 

I  will  only  add  a  few  words  upon  the  {ubje<^  of  the  negoci- 
ations,  which  have  been  carried  on  between  you  and  the  ene- 
my in  Canada  and  in  New  York.  I  will  take  it  for  granted, 
as  you  afferc  it,  that  they  were  fo  far  innocent,  that  there  nev- 
er was  any  ferious  intention  of  joining  Great- Britain  in  their 
attempts  to  fu'^jngate  your  country  ;  but  it  has  had  this  cer- 
tain bad  tendency,  it  has  ferved  to  give  fome  ground  to  that 
delufive  opinion  of  the  enemy,  and  upon  which  ihey,  in  a  great 
meafure,  found  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  ;  that  they  have  nume- 
rous friends  among  us,  who  only  want  a  proper  rpportunitj 
to  fKew  themfelves  openly  ;  and  that  internal  difputes  and 
feuds  will  focn  break  r.s  in  pieces.  At  the  fiirae  lime  the  feeds 
of  diftruft  and  jealcufy  are   fcauered  among  ourfelves  by  a 
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conduft  of  this  kind.  If  you  are  ferious  In  your  profeffions, 
thefe  will  be  additional  motives  for  accepting  the  terms  which 
have  bten  ofFeied,  (and  which  appear  to  me  equitable)  and 
thereby  convincing  the  common  enemy,  that  all  their  expefla- 
tions  of  difunion  are  vain,  and  that  they  have  been  worfted 
at  their  own  weapon — deception. 

As  you  unholom  yourfelf  to  me,  I  thought  I  had  the  great- 
er right  of  fpeaking  my  fentimenis   openly  and   candidly  to 
you.     I  have  done  fo,  and  if  they    fhould  produce  the  effei^l 
which  I  moft  fincerely  wiftj,  that  of  an  honorable  and  amica- 
ble adjuftment  of  a  matter,  which,  if  carried  to  hoftile  lengths, 
may  deftroy  the  future  happinefs  of  my  country,  I  ftjall  have 
attained  my  end,  while  the  enemy  will  be  defeated  of  theirs. 
Believe  me  to  be,  with  great  refpe(S, 
Sir, 
Your  moft  obedient  fervant, 

GEORGE  WASHINGTON. 
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